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A Period in the History of our Planet. By Lours Agassiz, 
Doctor of Philosophy and Medicine, LL.D, of Edinburgh 
and Dublin, Knight of the Order of the Bed Eagib of Prus- 
sia. Professor of Natural History in the Academy of Ncu- 
chatcl, &c. &o. 

TiiERE is something peculiarly fascinating to the human 
mind in in<][ujries into the past history of the human race. 
What power has placed Man upcm the earth, and called him 
to be its lord and master ? Was he the first'product of that 
creativo energy which called forth the thousands of living be- 
ings upon our planet, or«was he preceded by other creations ? 
And what was the conformation of this earth before the energy 
of liis mind, and the labour of his hands, had impressed 
upon it the indelil^e stamp of his existence t It were easy to 
multiply these westions, but difGioult to give a just solution 
of them : for the obscurity thati conceals the early and remoto 
yields but with difficulty to ^ the torch of inquiry, and, when 
\9e even succeed in penetrating a step or two— in opening a 
slight path to the succeeding inquirer,^ the environs of this 
path become enveloped in darhness still more dense. Where 
it is man himself that still speaks to his felldW adan, where 
lie himself relates to him the ' history of his fortunes, we may 
no doubt more readily speak ^of understanding, of a right 
comprehension of occurrences ; in a word, of knowledge of 
VOL, X'»’XV. NO. LXIX* 1843. 
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the past. ; Blttt ^he^ the sources of history dry up in the in- 
fancy of Batons, or only bubble up in Jhe faint glimmer of 
enchaats^ent and^idbley the answer to our curious inquiries 
becomes moro^ difficnlt, and the supposed resolution more 
doubtful. But who can resolve the enigmas which lie buried 
in the dark night of Time, antecedent to the creation of our 
species ? Who is in possession of the spell that is to raise 
such hidden treasure ? 

Where men are silent,!^’ says an ancient proverb, “ stones 
must speak and daily experience adds new confirmation to 
the saying. And thejf speak to us, the stones and the rocks, 
the mountains and the valleys ; Hbut each has its own language, 
and each its own modes of speech; and like the tribes of 
America, none understands the language of the other, nor is 
it given to every human intellect to acquire the language of 
all, and ii) their peculiar expressions, to find the answer to his 
queries. Is it to be wondered at, that there is still so much 
interrogatory, and so little answer that is really understood ? 

But what has been done awakens the hope that something 
still better and more beautiful will be discovered : let then 
every one who can contribute his mite to the increase of the 
general knowledge do so fearlessly : however snltall it may be, 
it will not be lost. 

It will easily be perceived, that I refer to^Geology ; and in 
fact, it is this science, and it alone, i|^hich promises to give us, 
some time or other, a satisfactory answer to the queries which 
we stated at the outset. It is the only positive science which 
endeavours laboriously to wring from the past, what it has 
long shrouded in t^veil of nocturnal obscurity; and what it 
ftoes not find here above, it beats, hammer ii^and, out of the 
obstinate rock, by the dim light of the miner's lamp. It takes 
the torch from the hand of the Historical antiquary, to pene- 
trate still deeper into the obscurity which is unenlightened by 
mythology or traditiob. For if. has taken the history of the 
Barth for jjts problem ; it will enquire what was there when man 
. was not yet there ; what lived before creation had crowned its 
work, by the formation *of that being who alone can render 
himself mtelligible to his race,*by language and writing, across 
remoteTspace and time. 
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Formerly sooroe attended to, it ie only in very recent times 
that Geology has risen to the rank of a science. The solution 
of "the enigmas was sought for iii a. different way ; people 
either rested satisfied with what they regarded as immediate 
diyine revelation, or sought to gain their end by metaphysical 
investigation, and endless sets of inferences, without being 
very particular abot|t having a foundation for them in fact* 
To interrogate the Earth itself about its history, was a notion 
which was late of occurring, but which, once it did occur, was 
so much the more zealously acted on ; and we may now say, 
that Geology, like all new sciences, hfis for a while become 
the fashion. * 

« And a most comfortable thing to be sure is such a science, 
in which the greater part still remains to be done, which as 
yet possesses no history, or at best, the history of a few de- 
cades ! Moreover, it is a science,, for the prosecution of 
which, collections are necessary. One can gratify one'’s dilet- 
tanteship under the semblanoe of performing a service to, 
science. Which of its sisters, then, can contend with it in 
the possession of such captivating qualities! Not one of 
them! And it bids fair long to remain the bosom-child of 
scientific amateurs, and of the rich Msecenases of poor natu* 
ralists. May it derive from them all the benefit that it can 
derive, before thgy become tired of their plaything, and cast 
it aside for a new one I # ^ 

I hope I shall not be accused of seeking to follow the 
fashion, in introducing a subject belonging to this my favour- 
ite science, which I have pursued with great predilection, 
and which 1 am now desirous to treat of, •because it perhaps, 
more than any^^her geological subject, trenches upon every? 
day life, and is thus interesting for a wider public. The mat- 
ter in hand is not an epoch, which lying at an immense re- 
moteness, comes scarcely into indirect relation with our pre^ 
sent one ; it is an epoch of whkh the v&t remains still itifle 
whole tracts and provinces under their deadly iliflngnces, and 
oppose themselves, as it wena, like powerful dykes, to the 
progress of civilization; an epc^h of which ^the remains at-* 
tract so many tourists to our native Switzerland, who, lost in 
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admiration of their sublimity, never dream, that what excites 
their astonishment, is but the ruins of departed greatness. 

It is to the Glaciers^ and the parent of that gigantic family 
•—the Glacial juried, ihat I wish to draw the^ attention of my 
readers. ^ 

Through the inquiries of Geology, the conviction has be- 
come universal, that our earth has not always existed in the 
same form that it does at present ; that the inequalities of its 
dry land, and the extent of its waters, once presented to the 
eye a totally dii!erent appearance from what they do at pre- 
sent ; that it was only by degrees, and by means of mighty re- 
volutions, the influence of whiclr elevated entire districts and 
mountain-chains, and depressed others, that the firm crust of 
the globe received its present form. These revolutions, to in- 
quire into the results of which, in particular cases, forms one 
of the grpat problems of geological inquiry, are the pillars 
upon which the histoiy of our earth is founded, the march- 
stones which separate the sections of their periods of develop- 
ment, and determine their different ages, — relatively only, no 
doubt, for the determination, even approximativoly, of the ab- 
solute length of any such epoch, is still an unsolved problem. 
We know, that the chalk is more ancient thah the tertiary 
formations, more recent than the Jura scries : this we know, 
with perfect distinctness ; but how long the eipoch of the chalk 
lasted, %hat period of time elapsed (firing its deposition, this 
wo do not know, nor have we at the present time any data for 
determining. May we soon receive such by the industry of 
our geologists ! 

A peculiar creation animated the earth during each sepa- 
Ifote period that elapsed between one revolution and another ; 
each period had its own creation, its particular typo of organic 
existence, and, as in the history of mankind, each great epooli 
of culture receives a pai'ticular s1;anip, by a particular direc- 
tion "bf the iSind, peculiar to the epoch, so the totality of living 
beings wlyeh ^existed upon tho earth at a Certain geological 
period, and the remainsof which we find entombed in its entrails, 
^ impresses upon ^is period a stamp which cannot be mistaken. 

Our present geology rests almost solely upon an acquaintance 
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mth tile remains of these different creations, and for those 
who are skilled in it, the sight of a single charaoteristio fossil 
is often sufficient to determine to what formation its stratum 
belongs. 

However little then-^-at least for the older formations, 
down to the tertiary — it can be contested, that each epoch 
possessed a Fauna mid Flcnra peculiar to itself, and that with 
the termination of every such epoch, the oolleotive species 
which formed its Fauna vanished irom the series of living be- 
ings, to make way for other species, as littie can it be doubted, 
that the creative energy which called All these organisms into 
existence, approached but by little and little, and through many 
gradations, to the creation of those forms which enliven our 
present earth. Nay, it can even be shown, that in the great 
plan of creation, by which the distinct periods of the ap- 
pearance of living beings were regulated, the very commence- 
ment exhibits a certain tendency towards the end, betrays the 
issue towards which it is striving ; and, in the series of verter 
brate animals, the constantly increasing similarity to man of 
the creatures that were successively called into existence, makes 
the final purpose obvious towards which these successions are 
rising. In rdbpect to the invertebrate animals, the inquiries 
instituted from this point of view, do not yet suffice to give 
more than indicj||bions of a similar aim in the plan of creation. 
It is certain, however, ^hat the. farther back we p#iotrate, 
—the more ancient the formations that we investigate, — so 
much the more dissimilar do tho forms beoomo to thoso now 
existing, and so much the less can there be any idea of their 
identity with crcalures of our epoch. • 

This inoreaslfig dissimilarity of forms, in proportion to th8 
age of the strata, is so striking, that a recognition of it has 
misled many to the false conclusion, that nature at first made 
but very crude and imper^ct attempts in the production of 
living beings, but that afterwa|>^, upon*peroeiving her errors 
and short-oomings, sfie had destroy^ the work*of ^her hands, 
qnd osSled a new creation iiito existence, until after many 
unsuccessful attempts she had at ledgth su&eeded in calling 
into life the crown of her efforts — ina% and a creation cor- 
responding to his wants. This false inference rests aIjK)n the 
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same one-sided apprehension of facts, as the view which dis- 
cerns, in our present creation, a repetition of these attempts, 
and assumes a scale which the idea of the perfect organism is to 
ascend, in order to be finally developed in man in its fullest 
blossom. There can be no doubt, that a polypus, or a worm, 
is more imperfectly organized than a mammiferous animal, or 
man, — more imperfect on principle ; but does it follow from 
that, that these creatures are more imperfectly organized for 
the situation to which they are destined ? Is man a more 
perfect being in the water, than a fish is in the air ? Cer- 
tainly not. * 

And what is applicable to thn gradual development of tho 
idea of the perfect organism in our present creation, take?^ 
collectively, can also be shewn to bo applicable to the de- 
velopment of the same, through tho gradations of tho geologi- 
cal epoch/4. 

If wo must &dmit that the organisms of the greywacke, 
viewed as a whole, are more imperfect than those of the Jura 
formation, and the latter again more imperfect than those of the 
tertiary period, so, on the other hand, we must not lose sight 
of the fact that they correspond most exactly to the circum- 
stances under which they lived, and that they w^re just as per- 
fect under those circumstances as our present creation is in 
the present epoch. Would it have been abetter adaptation 
to hav? placed men upon tho narrow islands of the Jurassic 
ocean, instead of those uncouth reptiles which peopled its 
shores ? Or ought the clumsy pachydermata, which grubbed 
through the morasses of the tertiary period, to have swam 
about in the hot seas of the greywacke I 

Let us endeavour to give, in a few sketefi^s, a view of the 
more ancient epochs of the eartb^s history, in order to arrive, 
in the simplest manner, at what is to form the immediate 
subject of our inquiry. , 

We canifot here ^attempt any thing like a detailed view 
of tho formations with which geoloi^ makes us acquaint- 
ed ; we can onl^ indicate by a few rough strokes tho prin- 
cipal points in the grand picture of the earth’s history. 
There can, therefore, be no 6uch thing as any very sti-iet geo- 
logical sifting. I here unite, as one fonnation, the first periods 
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of life to the conclusion if the coai period^ in whichi no doubt, 
three periods might be distinguished, during whioh fish ap- 
pear as the highest development of animal life* In like 
manner, I oomprehend the colleotive series of strata, from 
the Bothlieffmdes to the Muschdkalk and Keupet’^the series 
of the trias formations — ^as a second grand epoch ; the Jurassic 
period^ with all its subdivisions, as a third; the chalk as a 
fourth grand epoch — throe periods in which Uie ugly race of 
reptiles gains the upper hand, an^ presents itself at the sum- 
mit of creation ; and, lastly, the tertiary period^ and the sub- 
sequent epoch of what is called the dihoial formations^ in the 
course of which the mammifevous animal gradually acquires its 
-p^'esent conformation, and paves the way for the creation of 
man and the race of beings that now encircle him. 

Whatever may have been the original form of the earth, 
every thing indicates that, when the first organic creation en- 
livened its surface, the latter was overflowed with* widely ex- 
tended but i^hallow seas, from whioh emerged oply a few is- 
lands, scarcely elevated above the surface of the waters. A 
w )nderful animal creation inhabited these oceans ; vegetable 
organisms, no less striking, covered the marshy land. The 
uncou'li Ortftoceratites, huge cuttle-fish, trailing after them 
the shells which serve . s their dwellings for a year, with their 
tiny kindred, tho unnum )ered heaps of Goniatites ; quantities 
of complexly organized '^Vrebratulse (whioh have hitherto been 
placed in a class by themseives, but improperly, as they may 
be I’ogarded as merely a peculiar family, though the lowest, of 
tho class of Acophala) ; grotesquely formed Polypi and Enori- 
nites, attached to the shallow beaches, present themselves as 
the earliest o^anisms in the two great types of molluscous 
and radiated animals. The scries of the articulated animals, 
•the dead remains of which, no doubt, had no such solid por- 
tions to oppose to corruption as the animals of other classes, 
finds itself, however, represenj^ed by scorpions and the strange 
Trilobites. How anbmalous form of these fossil crabs was, 
as compared with the order of Entomostraca, is apparent from 
the circumstanoe that naturalists (fid not know for long what * 
ifi make of their bodies, until a more exact comparative in- 
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quiry deunonstrated ihom to be crustaeea similar to the Aselli 
and linmli) but v»ho36 typer no longer preserved, makes way 
for other iwid more highly developed forms, * 

Strangely formed fidies, armed with hai^l bony scales against 
the attacks of Ihoir own species, lived and moved amidst the 
hot waters of the greywacke ; and it is remarkable that all 
the'fishes of the greywacke and coal formations belong to the 
Placoidians (Rays and Sharks), and to the strange looking 
danoidians, whose vertebra^column, bent upwards in the caudal 
fin, presents a configuration impressed upon the full-grown fish 
which, at the present ^ay, amongst bony fishes, is found only 
in embryos, and the structure of whose tooth distinctly shows 
that they lived principally upon hard mollusca, which they 
crushed with their flat teeth, or on the putrid remains of plants 
and mollusca. Many of these remarkable fishes, and espe- 
cially some from the old red sandstone, have, from the uncom- 
mon prolongatior. of the articulated coverings of their gills, 
been described and delineated as insects, as water-beetles. 

In the first creation, then, was formed the germ of the vor- 
tebrated animals, that fourth division in the domain of the 
animal economy, W’hich was afterwards to rcceivo in man its 
highest development. * 

The gigantic ferns and monocotyledonos, the remains of 
which at the present day afford, in the shape ^of coal, the most 
powerful levmr of hummi civilization, covered the dry land. 
They displayed little variety of form ; but if the species were 
not numerous, and if their type was limited, the want of va- 
riety was made up for by the large quantity of the indivi- 
duals. 

« This first creation vanished away ; its aninfiil remains were 
eid»mbed in the stony strata that were deposited at the bot- 
tom of the waters ; its forests were sunk and covered in the 
abysses. Separate islands rose above the surface o! the wa- 
ters ; previously existing ones became larger ^ the dry land in- 
creased in Cxt^t. And beside the Gmaotdians of the Mansfeld 
slatCi and the other curious firiie^ of tho variegated sandstone 
and the musehelkAUc^ whotse jaw-bones some have even ascribed 
to Mammalia, 1}«i8ido -these obsture m^aoiemst lived hugo 
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sea oad- laud rutiles : :tite Notbosaunia and Dracdsaurus, two 
large eea lizardfl,' allied to the Pledosaonis, hunted for their 
prey in the h^h seas, whilst other salaniander-like species, as 
the Labyrinthodon, watehed for their food upon the shore. As 
yot the other ftunily types of the Amphibia are wanting ; it is 
with the Jura formation that«these first gradually come into 
lUb. The trilobites have already vaniidied, and are succeeded 
by beautiful extinct families long-tailed crabs ; the stalfced 
enorinites, those animal water-lili^ of the ancient ocean, ore 
developed in their loveliest bloom. Exquisitaoeie, Gontferir, 
and Cycadcee, together mth a few ferss, covered the soil. 

The interior of the earth raged anew. As parallel dams the 
^mountaiu ranges of the Piack Forest and the Vosges arose, to- 
gether with those of the Thurln^an and Bohemian forests, to 
bound the shores of the Jurassic sea, in which a new IHe com- 
menced. The mighty Ichthyosauri, whose organization, os the 
name implies, comes so near to that of a fish*; the fong-necked 
Plesiosauri, with their short paddles ; the Pterodactyles, to 
which the majoritynf naturalists still assign an improper place, 
regarding them as aerial animals, as flying reptiles, whilst their 
whole organization shews them to have been aquatic animals ; 
those animahi, toriQed by Cuvier the most bizarre of the whole 
early creation, inhabited the waters of the extensive oceans. 

In conformity with their whole constitution, these, in many 
instances, gigantic devpurers hod to seek their food amongst 
the fishes of the sea ; and we can still recognise in the copro- 
litcs, their petrified excrement, the scales and bones of the 
fishes and reptiles which served as their nourishment, and, 
from the mass which fills up their ribs, iqfer the extent of their 
stomach and their appetite, lii contest with these, innumer- 
able hosts of sharks and other animals, approaching nearer to 
'.the present race of fishes, but still belonging to the classes of 
Ganoidians and Placoidiiuis, ranged timnigh the waves. Num- 
berless masses of naked cuttl^-fiidi, whose back bones form, os 
belemnites, extensii^ stony strata, and give evidencq of the 
immense moss which existed of these creatures, meet ns here 
fur the first time ; they appear anxious to Supplant the famify 
ofBrachiopoda with ohambmred cells, which peopled the ancient 
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oceans ; in fact, the more anomalous forms, as the Orthooera- 
tites, have already vanished, and only the beautiful spirally- 
coiled ammonites and nautili retain their place in the ocean, 
clad in their coat of mail, while all around them are naked. 
The most varibus forms of all families of shells and echini 
peopled the sea and coasts, wlulst the most beautiful polypi 
and stalked echinodermata occupied its cliffs and banks, and 
various Idnds of tortoises, with gigantic lizards, allied to the 
crocodiles, which often remind us of the present huge pachy- 
dermata of the tropics, followed their prey upon the shores. 

And what collections of crabs, dragon -Hies, beetles, worms, 
and other forms of articulated animals has not the untiring 
zeal of inquirers brought to light I Tropical vegetation also, 
had taken root upon the dry land, although not to such a 
great extent as in the preceding period. In fact, sea algm 
and the strange-looking Cycadeae, with a few coniferae, are the 
solo witnesses that the vegetable creation, although overpoised 
by the animal, was not entirely suppressed. 

The domes and ridges of the Jura aro^e as strong dykes, 
and fonned, along with the previously elevated mountains, the 
shores of the seas whose larger inhabitants, visible to the naked 
eye, lie included in the masses of carbonate of Ikno which, on 
account of their peculiar constitution, were formerly regarded 
as the purest examples of continuous deposits from water con- 
taining lime. I say formerly, because^ now, by the help of the 
indefatigable Ehrenbcrg, we see in those formless deposits of 
the chalk most astonishing collections of innumerable micro- 
scopic animalculm, whose calcareous shells, heaped up in mea- 
sureless quantity, constitute immense ranges of mountains. 

But apart from these organisms, invisible tcMhe naked eye, 
what important progress is made towards the perfection of the 
types which now people our earth. The radiated animals freq 
themselves more and more from the ground to which they 
were attached during* the earlier epochs ; the enorinites in 
their vjtrious ferms, which stili inhabit6d the Jurassic seas, 
^ve ground, and the varied forms of sea-stars, whose arrival 
Was hardly announced by*a few feeble indications in the lime- 
stones of the Jura, tskse for the Inost part their place. On the 
sequence of the families of molluscous animals and their geo- 
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logical developmont, notwithstanding the endless series of ca* 
talogues of the petrifactions of the chalky we possess unfortu*- 
nately no sufficient data ; yet the character of the cephalo- 
pods especially is considerably modified, and the other fami- 
lies of shells lose more and more tlie heterogeneous appear- 
ance of the older epochs. Tj^e orustocea have no longer, as 
formerly, the variety of extinct races ; in short, tliere is every 
where visible a farther step towards the limit of hitherto at- 
tained perfection. By dint of my various comparative inqui- 
ries into the subject of fossil fish, 1 have succeeded in estab- 
ishing, that in the development of theHype of the vertebrated 
animal, the chalk forms an» essential march-stone, and the 
separation is here more sharply carried out than in any other 
formation. The ancient fishes were covered either with firm 
bony scales, overlaid with enamel, similar to the scales of the 
now existing Sauroids, Polypteri, and Lepidostei, or their skin 
was similar to that of Sharks and Bays ; it is in the chalk that 
there first appear the represeniatives of the two great divi- 
sions which now form the preponderating majority of species, 
the fishes witli horny, indented or entire scales, the Ctenoidians 
and Oycloidians. But only a few species are found belonging 
to genera which now inhabit our seas or rivers ; most are so 
anomalously formed, that I was obliged to frame new genera 
and families foj them. 

But it is not in the glass of fishes alono that this progress of 
vertebrated animal development is manifested. Another very 
iinpoi'tant circumstance has recently been discovered, which 
assigns to the epoch of the chalk an important part in the de- 
velopment of creation. ^ 

By a minutb examination of the fishes contained in the cele- 
brated Glaris slate, which was formerly considered a veiy old 
formation, I have been able to demonstrate that it belongs to 
the chalk ; anti that it ip only through alterations caused by 
violent plutonic influences, ^hat it has acquired its present 
peculiar appearance. And these slates contain remains of 
birds ! The feathered denizens of the air have loft their tender 
legs in these slates as evidence of their extstence. It is to my 
friend Escher von dor Linth,*th6 indefatigable student of the 
Alpine fonnations, that we ate indebted for this invaluable dis- 
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covery, equally important to palaeontology and asoology ; and not 
the slighteBt doubt can exist that tho discovered fossil is ac- 
tually bird. Only the last step is now wanting in order to 
moui^ to the highest degree of vertebraied animalSy and in the 
epoch succeeding to the chalk tliis is done ; we meet with the 
mammifcrous animal in the strata of the tertiary formations.* 

Until Cuvier, the greatest naturalist of our times, and Alex- 
ander Brongniart, directed their immortal labours into the field 
of this formation, it was npt properly distinguished from the 
more recent alluvia. It was they who first, by an accurate com- 
parison of its fossils, and especially those of the Paris basin, 
made us circumstantially acquainted with tho Fauna of this 
formation. Their work still remains a model ; and Cuvier’s 
inquiries into fossil bones form the most exalted monument of 
human acuteness in science. 

Some essential points bring the tertiary strata into the 
closest connection with the circumstances to which the present 
crust of tho earth is subjected. Whilst the older formations, 
upon whatever part of the earth they are met with, present a 
surprising similarity in their Faunas, so that, apart from the 
differences which the configuration of their outline must bring 
along with it, the same remains are found in simflar strata, in 
either hemisphere indifferently ; and whilst, consequently, this 
oqualily in the distribution of living creaturei^ over the earth 
indicates for the earliest epochs a morq equal extension of tem- 
])oraturo, at tho poles as at the equator, we find, on the other 
hand, in the tertiary period, and perhaps oven earlier, distinct 
signs of the formation of difierent climates, impressing upon 
different zones a difiPerent organic character. Yet this pecu- 
linrity of climates is by no moans so distinctly ihipresscd upon 
the proper tei*tiary formations, as in the diluvium or our pre- 
sent epoch. The stratum still I'etains the same general zoolo-. 
gical chfiracter in all places where it is founds although con- 
siderable mpdifications*are perc(^ived in the details. 

A sepond gnoat step is the exact distfnotion which can be 
drawn in the tertiary period betwixt fonnations of the sea, of 

A ■ I A k- - - - 

^ The KiniUl mammalia which Buchland discovered in the Jura for- 

mation of ISbbon^^d, etiil remain an isolated pheamnenon. 
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fresh water, and of brackish waten Let it not be objected, 
that attempts have been made tp separate salt and fresh water 
formations in earlier strata. Tins has no doubt been dmie, but 
without much foundation ; and the animals which ought almost 
exclusively to determine such a separation — ^the fishes — do not 
indicate such a difference until the tertiary period. Nay, my 
inquiries into the fossil fishes would rather lead me to conclude 
that the ancient seas were fresh water oceans ; and that it 
was at a comparatively later perjod, and probably through 
plutonio agency, that sea water acquired its quality of saltness. 
Perhaps this agency may have exerted no inconsiderable in* 
fluence upon tlie series of devdopment of the different Faunas. 

The genera of molluscous and articulated animals, which at 
the present day have representatives amongst living species, 
become more and more numerous. The ammonites, those 
voracious bfbehiopods, whoso beautiful shells we meet with in 
all strata until the period of which I am noWiSpeakfng, vanish 
as it wero all at once ; and their place in relation to the other 
lower animals seems to be supplied by the carnivorous piercers, 
whose number is uncommonly increased, and of whose de- 
structive appetites so many tertiary shells afford at the pre* 
sent day the^most decisive proof in the holes bored through 
their masses. 

But what particularly characterises the tertiaiy beds is the 
various remains, of the ^ones of gigantic mammalia which are 
found in tb^^ and which Cuvier’s creative hand made to arise 
a second time out of the dust. 

Those bonesj the accidental finding of which gave occasion 
to all the strange tales about giants of earlier ages, nay, as 
Unger has recently proved, to many of the fables about dragons 
and other monsters, shew in the most evident maimer how, 
even in the mammalia, nature gradually elevated herself from 
the ungainly, and, q(S it were, the grotesque, to the actually 
beautiful, the symmetrical. The continent) to be sure, had 
not yet assumed its^presont iorm ; arms of thg sea strehi^bed 
far up into the land where thm is now solid ground ; the chain 
of tbo Alps had not yet arisen ; but <still, these internal forma* 
tions predominate which were 'deposited in large fresh-water 
basins and extensive marshes. Only two of the many orders 
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of mammalia were represented by anomalous species— the 
Cetacea, the giants of the sea, by species similar to the exist- 
ing Manati ; and the Pachydermata, inhabitants of the marshes 
and plains, by the strange forma of the Palmotherium and 
Amplotheriumy which stand half-way between the horse and 
the tapir, and the forms of which, as restored by Cuvier, have 
passed into all penny magazines and family journals, and are 
known to every body. 

However, the Molasse and Diluvial periods were richer in 
forms than that of the Calcaire grassier. Apes of considerable 
size peopled the forests' of Europe as at present those of the 
warmer zones ; nimble deer and elks scoured through the thick- 
ets of the plains ; huge rhinoceroses and hippopotami wallowed 
in the marshy lakes or on the banks of rivers ; the uncultivated 
meadows were trodden down by herds of wild eloj)hants ; ba- 
biroussas and swine of different spooies grubbed through the 
mire of the w’atofS ; the huge Dinotherium, with its downward- 
turned tusks, scraped up the banks of the rivers to provide it- 
self the masses of vegetable nourishment which its gigantic body 
daily required ; timid hares squatted in their forms to avoid 
the foxos and martins, which occupied the same ground that 
they did. But, if the peaceful race of the Gramimvora was de- 
veloped in the gigantic forms of pachydermata and ruminants, 
their enemies were neither less numerous, n^r less on a par 
with them in strength and force. The aavems of the mountains 
are filled with bones which their inhabitants dragged in and 
gnawed there ; ravenous hymnas, clumsy bears, lions, tigers, 
dogs, and cats of every species, were the rapacious extermina- 
tors of the elephants and rhinoceroses, as of the defenceless deer 
and antelopes. And it was not only in the warmer situations 
which their congeners now inhabit ; no, under our own lati- 
tude, on to the steppes of Siberia, did all these creatures of 
a milder climate exist. And where, formerly, elephants found 
their nutriment, and hippopotrmi sufficient pasturage, there * 
are now eJDtefisive plains which scarcely support the nimble 
rein-deer, where the surface thaws but a few weeks in the 
year, and scarcely affords existence to the Iceland moss ! 
The earth was warmer where it has now become cold, and its 
heat wa5s more equally distributed. Yet, on a comparison of 
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the Faunas of different zones, we perceive the most distinct 
boundaries of climates which, in a remarkable manner, stand 
in a certain relation to the climates of our epoch. For, when 
elephants, hippopotami, and rhinoceroses inhabited the Old 
World, the savannas of South America were peopled by the 
gigantic Edentata, those inhabitants of caverns whose awkward 
persons were for the most part protected by a hard coat of 
mail against the attacks of animals of prey, to which they must 
else have become, from their unwiqldiness, an easy prey* The 
Megatherium, of which the skeleton attracted so much atten- 
tion, that oven the Spanish govemmenf was at the expense of 
conveying it to Europe, I shall adduce as the sole typo of the 
strange Brazilian Fauna, with which we have very recently 
been made acquainted through the indefatigable Inquiries of 
Doctor Lund. 

And New Holland, — ^the land of wondons, with its bizarre 
forms of men, mammalia, and plants, the nathr© country of the 
Ornithorynchus, of the Kangaroo, of the Echidna, of the most 
various Marsupialia, — ^preserves this seal of the wonderful, 
even in this earlier epoch ; for the zeal of inquiry has already 
discovered bones of gigantic fossil kangaroos ; and progressing 
civilization, \fhilst it seeks to turn to account the productions 
of the soil, will likewise send us from thence valuable contribu- 
tions to science.^ 

Such creatures were«existing, when an unexpected catas- 
trophe put a period to their existonco. A climate, such as the 
poles of our earth can scarcely produce, — a cold in which every 
thing that had life was benumbed, — suddenly appeared. Gould 
the animals which were created for a moderate tropical climate 
survive such a thorough change ! Certainly not ; for nowheife 
did the earth offer them protection against the omnipotence 
of the cold. Whithersoever they fled, into the dens of the 
mountains, which formerly had served to many of them as a 
lurking-plaoo ; into the thickets of the forests ; everywhere 
they succumbed to the might of the annihil^rting element. 
The aqueous vapours which tiie warm atmosphere of the earth 
must then have contained in greater quantity, and the quan* 
tifcy of which was undoubtedly in proportion to the greater ex- 
tension of the waters, and especially of the large interflal lakes 
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nnd moracNscs of tho diluvial period, were, upon that sudden 
change of temperature, deposited in a solid form. A crust of 
ice soon covered tho superficies of the earth, and enveloped in 
its rigid mantle tho remains of organisms, which, but a mo- 
ment before, Bad been enjoying existence upon its suiface. 
In a word, a period appeared in which the greater portion of 
the earth was coverod with a huge mass of frozen water ; a 
period in which all life was annihilated, every thing organic 
upon tho earth was put an pnd to,— -the Glacial period. It is 
this period of our earth, to enquire into tho existence of which, 
and its intrenchment s.pon our present epoch, 1 have long as- 
signed myself as a problem ; whose existence tho men of science 
at first would not oven give themselves the trouble to deny, till 
tlie force of truth obtained a triumph over many, if not oyer all, 
and constrained a recognition of the justness of what used to 
produce only a compassionate smile as the lamentable aberra- 
tion of an “ovors trained fancy. 

This glacial period is the epoch of separation betwixt tho 
Diluvial period, as it has been termed by geologists, and our 
present period ; it is it which, like a sharp sword, has sepa- 
rated the totality of now living organisms from their prede- 
cessors, which lie interred in tho sand of our plains, or below 
the ice of our pplar regions ; lastly, it is it which has left to 
our times the testimonies of its former greatness upon the tops 
and in the valleys of our Alps, — ^tho glaciers. 

If, upon a fine calm morning of spring or autumn, we ascend 
the southern declivity of tho Jura, it frequently happens that a 
thick mist still covers tho plains of the valleys ; whilst above, the 
enlivening sun already sends down his uninterrupted rays, and 
tho sky is resplendent with the loveliest azurc-bluc. Nothing 
can tho enquiring eye discover in the depths below. A white 
cloudy mass, often glancing like silver in tho sunbeams, covers 
the largo plain of Switzerland, with jts smiling green, its cheer- 
ful meadows, its blqpming villqges and cities* Scarcely does 
a genijo undulation of tho surface betray to the attentivo ob- 
server how lightly mobile is the teil whose thick web conceals 
She covered beauties fronf his eye. Opposite to him glance in 
the remote distance the colossal Alps attired in their snowy 
garments. Clear and distinct is their outline relieved against 
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the deep azure of the cheerftd sky, and high stretches their sum* 
mit, whilst their base is encircled mth the impenetrable mist- 
wall which hides the doings of man below. So peculiar is the 
impression of this picture, bringing us so completely in contact 
with nature in her simple grandeur ; so strangely Is the suscepti- 
ble mind struck with this vision, where nothing betrays the life 
which everywhere else plants its traces on our environs^ .that 
whoever enjoys this sight for the first time must, preserve it 
amongst his most pleasant reoollecjjSons. Such, 1 conceive, if 
I may bo allowed to comparo so small a tract with what was 
boundless, such may have been the appearance of our earthy 
when, at the glacial period, «a rigid snow-crust covered its 
surface. 

The earth had already assumed its present contour, with the 
exception, perhaps, of the principal range of the Alpine chain, 
and of the mountains that rose simultaneously with it : Mont 
Blanc had already raised its head above the susroundftig plains ; 
the broad ridge of the Jura, the Vosges, the Black Forest, 
the mountains of England and of Sweden, had been the wit*> 
nesses of its elevation. Then numbness seized the light 

sailors of the atmosphere, the clouds and vapours ; icy 
winds drove them in a solid form to the earth, and, like a huge 
winding-sheet, they enveloped the polar regions, the north of 
Europe and of ^sia. The British islands, Sweden, Norway 
and llussia, Germany a^d France, the mountainous regions of 
the Tyrol and of Switzerland, down to the happy fields of 
Italy, together with the continent of northern Asia, formed 
undoubtedly but one icefield, whose southern limits investiga- 
tion has not yet determined. And as on the eastern hemi- 
sphere, so also^on the western, over the wide continent of North 
America, there extended a similar plain of ice, the boundaries 
of which are in like manner still unascertained. The polar 
ice which at the present ^ay covers the miserable regions of 
Spitzbergen, Greenland, anc^ Siberia, extended far into the 
temperate zones of Both hemisphores, leaving probably but a 
broader or narrower belt ftround the equator, upon which 
there were constantly developed aqueous veil>ours, which agaia * 
condensed at the poles ; nay, If Tsohudi's observations in the 

VOL. XXXV. KO. LXIX. — ^JVLY 1843. 
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Cordilleras and Newbold's at Seringapatam shall be confirmed, 
and to these we may subjoin those made by earlier travellers 
vipoia Atlas and Lebanon, the whole sur&oe of the earth was, ac- 
cording to all probability, for a time one single uninterrupted 
sniface of ice,* from which projected only the highest moun- 
tain-ridges covered with eternal snow. The limits which would 
seem to be indicated by the various phenomena which we shall 
afterwards treat of, are very probably referable to a subse- 
quent epoch, when the universal ice-crust had already begun 
here and there to disappear, and particular tracts to emerge 
Uke oases in the imm^e icy desmrt. Be that, however, as it 
may, this much is certain, that,' upon the northern half of the 
Eurc^ean- Asiatic continent, there have been found only few, 
and proportionally unextensive districts, which do not bear im- 
pressed on them the traces of former envelopement in ice, and 
that in the excepted places the configuration of the surface 
has been "^decidedly unfavourable to the preservation of such 
traces. 

But it is only a few years since the great importance of the 
phenomena, wdiick have remained as traces of the glacial pe- 
riod, fbr the general physical history of our earth, was sur- 
mised ; the number of naturalists who occupied^'themselves in 
floarching out ikese traces was but few; still fewer, I may 
Venture to say, understood how to find th^; many would 
not even .see what they did find ; an^ thus it need be nowise 
surprising that more exact accounts cannot be given respect- 
ing the ubiquitous extension of the ice-covering, its spread- 
ing towards the smtb, &c. 

We have certain data with respect to the height to which 
this ice-covering had swollen, and with respect to the thick- 
ness which it must have reaclxed in many places. I have fol- 
lowed its marks along the coasts of England, Scotland, and 
Ireland, and no doubt can now be raised in regard to the fact 
that in our latitudes the ice extended to below the level of the 
preseirt sea/ .At many points of these c 6 asts I have, as far as 
my eye could penetrate the water, seen these traces deep be- 
dow the surface and 60<-indelible are these traces, so deeply 

* Umo9 there osn be no doubt, that, if a north flea did eidit at that time, its 
level must have been imich loirer than it b at pment ; ibr it b estabUflliBd, hy 
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imprinted ttre their eJbaisftcteristic p n oM to , that the roaring 
breakers have not even yet been able to erase them. 

On the other haiid^ the ice has imprinted upon all the 
mountain tops of Great Britain^ which in Nevis rise more 
than 4000 feet above the level of the aoa, the stafnp which 
attests its former pra^enoe; and there can be no doubt that 
its colossal masses were piled up above the highest summits 
of these mountains. 

In like manner, on the high ridges and peaks of the Alps, 
the thickness of the mass of ice can bo directly measured ; at 
least we are able to determine to whtft absolute height the 
solid glacier ice extended. How high the Fim^ and the snow 
which perhaps rested upon it, may havo reached, we can now 
have no exact knowledge, as it is ^nly the solid ice that 
scratches the traces of its presence upon the rocks, whilst 
the light snow and the granular incoherent Firn leave no 
mark of their existence. By various baronfetricaf measure- 
ments I have found that in our Alps the limits of the solid 
ice on the sides of valleys, the bottom of which is from 2000 
to 3000 feet in absolute height, and which are now entire^ 
free from glaciers, reach to a height of more than 8000 feet 
above the le^l of the sea. 

What a huge mass, transcending our utmost conceptions ! 
Admitting, wha^ in fact must be assumed, that the covering 
followed in its extent different inequalities of the surface, 
that, consequently, the circumstances of traces of ice being 
found in the Alps to such a height affords no proof of an every 
where similar absolute height of the icy surface ; that it affords 


recent scientific accounts respecting the glaciers and ice-fields of the politf redone, 
that Uie masses of ice wMch are so fiirmidable in the high northern IdtitiideB as 
boating ice-bergs, are fragments of glaciers, which, stretching out from tiie aoUd 
land into the are undermined by the waTes and deprived of their basis, until 
at length tpra^ity overpowers their coherence with the masses whidi rest upon the 
land, and the block; |a11s ii\to the sea. results from a consideration of this phe- 

nomenon, as weU as from direct <d>servation, that, as far os the sea reaches, the 
glacier ice is dissolved, and, consequently, it does not come in contact with the 
bottom of the sea. • * ' • 

The north sea of the glaoial period had therefore either a much lower levcd tiieii 
at present, or else, as seems to be almost proved by a consideration of the whole 
phenomena, its basin was fiUed to the bottom with soUd ice* * 
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no proof that an icy burden of 8000 feet in thickness rested 
upon the plain of Switzerland, the provinces of Germany, &c. ; 
retrenching and deducting as much as we can find possible, 
in order not to terrify our imagination with the grandeur of 
the object, there will still remain something immense, to which 
our knowledge of the present world would in vain seek to pre- 
sent any thing parallel or similar. 

It would, however, in my opinion, be an erroneous concep- 
tion of the consistence of this ice-crust, to suppose it to be com- 
posed of a solid mass. Where there prevailed such an uncom- 
monly low temperature as was necessary to envelope the earth 
to such an extent in a frozen covering, all the necessary ele- 
ments were wanting to change the loose deposits of the at- 
mosphere into compact ice. For it is only by the addition of 
fluid water, by the repeated alternations of the thawing and 
freezing of the snow-masses saturated*with water, that these 
become ^aduaUy transmuted into solid ice, which, however, 
still bears the traces of its origin. 

In our high Alps, it is only to a certain height that vte 
meet with compact ice ; above that height wo find only loose 
snow, or what the natives call Firn^ the loose incoherent mass 
of which leaves no trace of its existence upon iHb rocks. This 
is simply owing to the circumstance, that above these boun- 
daries — the Firn-line — the temperature novej attains for any 
length of time to such a height as is Requisite for the produc- 
tion of fluid water, and so for the formation of solid ice. But 
in an epoch of general refrigeration like that of the glacial 
period, the earth collectively came into a state of temperature 
which must have been analogous to that of the Alps at the 
present day, that is, the Firn-lino descended in proportion to 
the refrigeration, and probably so low, that, in thG tempo- 
rate zones at least, even at the level of the sea there existo/d 
only snow or Firn, but no ice, the temperature, standing almost 
constantly below 32" Fahr., not^being sufficient to call forth a 
formation of eolid ice by the melting of the upper layers of 
snow. • 

9* But if such a partial and superficial thawing of the mea- 
sureless snow-fields of the gladial period, ‘ and their transition 
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into compact ice was impossible^ it follows that there could be 
no moving of ice-fields in any direction during that period ; and 
I must lay great stress upon this point, because it presents an 
essential difference betwixt my views and those of various 
other men of science, who likewise seek to expfain the trans- 
port of erratic blocks by masses of ice, but in an anomalous 
manner. During the glacial period there was no motion ; not 
a brook, not a rill furrowed the surface of the snowy cover- 
ing, to remind by its purling that /ill life had not yet become 
torpid. Scarce could the sun, formerly so quickening, soften 
the surface of the snow by his most powerful rays ; water, so 
far as the ice-covering extended, existed only in a frozen state. 
Dut according to our present state of knowledge, there can be no 
such thing as motion of the glacier ice, until the warmth of 
the surrounding media has become such as to cause the melt- 
ing of the superficial strata. Just as it is only under its ex- 
citing influences that life in general can exists and as without 
its beneficent operation life must cease, so the only life which 
the glacier exhibits, the single phenomenon by which it seems 
to take part in the general life of nature — motion ^ demands 
warmth as the medium and condition of its existence. It was 
not, thereford; until the time when a return of warmth, from 
whatever source it may have come, smiled upon the torpid 
globe— when th(^ sun began to exercise its powerful influence 
with renovated force — ^^hen under its warmer beams the crust 
began to dissolve, the ice to soften — it was not until then that 
all these gi*and phenomena could take place, of which the sur- 
face of our present earth is the witness. What, therefore, 
the majority of geologists have hitherto believed to be the re- 
sult of immense floods and currents, and a few to have been 
caused by the increase and the progi’essive motion of glaciers, 
i\amcly, the transportation of erratic blocks, of alluvial boul- 
ders, and the polishing and channelling of rocks — these are 
to me manifestations of the retreat of the glacial period, phe- 
nomena which denote the moment when an alteration in the 
cliTnatc of our earth began to confine the cold within those 
narrow boundaries which it now occupies — phenomena which 
denote the places whence torpid winter began her slow retreat 
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towards the rooks of our lofty mountains, and to the ice-bound 
continents of the north. 

Manifestations of retreat ? will it be ashed me. Whence, 
then, the retreat ? For that there has been a retreat, can- 
not well be a matter of doubt to us, whose life could only 
' exist by dint of, and subsequent to, such a retreat. The fact 
is just as undeniable as its causes are hypothetical. A short 
time ago I could have assigned a probable cause, founded 
upon the beautiful investigations of one of the ablest of our 
geologists, Elie de Beaumont, and on his confident dictum, 
that the Alps had arilf^en from the bosom of the earth at two 
different epochs; Mont Blanc, ♦with its chains to north and 
southward, being more ancient than the chain of the Eastern 
Alps, which were the most recent of all the elevated moun- 
tain chains, and formed a wall of separation betwixt the 
diluvium and our present epoch. Just as the violent revolu- 
tions, whoso results wore the elevations of more ancient moun- 
tain chains, had on every occasion swept off a phasis of deve- 
lopment of animal life upon the earth, in order to make room 
for one newly commencing, so, I imagined, might the eleva- 
tion of the eastern great Alpine chain have been that last 
struggle of the powerful internal forces of oui^ globe, which 
had put an end to the glacial period, and rendered possible the 
existence of our present creation. Following de Beaumont’s 
views, I have in ray last published wofk* expressed the follow- 
ing opinions : — “ That only Mont Blanc, with the chain of the 
maritime Alps, existed when the ice enveloped the northern 
hemisphere ; but that when the chain of the great Alps rose 
from the bosom of the earth, the icy covering which had rested 
upon the position they now came to occupy, was elevated along 
with them, formed thus an inclined surface, and was covered 
with the ruins of the rocks which were shattered by this im- 
mense revolution ; that the temperature of the earth was al- 
tered by this elevation ; and that a consequence of this altera- 
tion was the otreat of the ice covering to the northern regions 
and the Alpine mountain summits,” 

• More recent inquiries, however, of two friends, which, to be 


* Unterauchungen uber die Glct9cher. 1841 . 
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sure, have not yet been made public, but the result of which 
has been communicated to me privately, afford strong grounds 
for doubting tho fact of the elevation of the diluvial strata by 
the Eastern Alps, which De Beaumont makes the pillar of his 
theory, and lead rather to the supposition that the Eastern 
Alpine chain arose contemporaneously with that of Mont 
Blanc, and anteriorly to tho formation of the diluvium, and 
consequently, that it already existed in its entire grandeur when 
the glacial period commenced. If the result of these last in- 
quiries, so opposite to that of M. de Beaumont s, shall turn out 
to be correct, wo can assign no cause j-^oceeding from tho in- 
terior of the eaiiih, no geologin/il cause, if I may use the expres- 
sion, for the retreat of tho ice coverings, but must seek it, where 
we must seek likewise for the causes of tho appearance of a glacial 
period, in tho empire of conjecture, or in tho mean time rest 
satisfied with tho facts, without knowing their connection with 
tho history of tho earth in general. ^ • 

Whether, however, wo seek for its cause in the changeable 
condition of tho sun, in a periodicity of the light and heat 
which it causes, in a change of the atmosphere, in an eleva- 
tion of the internal temperature of the earth, in a changed 
position of its axis to the sun, or in an universal definite move- 
ment of our solar system in space — ^and both for and against 
each and all of these suppositions there are probabilities 
enough — tho retreat did commence. But it was not a hasty 
flight into a lurking corner in the mountains which opened 
the wide land to creation ; it was a slow deliberate retreat 
which ceded tho so long occupied field only inch by inch. 

It was the plains which first freed themselves from their 
torpid covering. Whoro the long level trdets of Northern Ger- 
many, of Bussia, and of France extend, there, under tho in- 
fluence of a warmer sun — a sun such as shines upon us at tho 
present day — ^tho snowy covering first began to dissolve, and 
by the trickling in of the* water, and its ro-congelation in the 
interstices of the looser snow Itrata, to change into more com- 
pact ico. With this transm.utation of snow into ice, were at- 
tended two important circumstance^, namely, the movement qf 
the masses of ice in the direction of the superficial slope, and their 
eflects upon the solid ground on which they rested. A stirring 
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life, if I may so express myself, came in place of the torpid inac- 
tivity of the frozen masses. Clefts opened under the expansive 
force of the solar heat, and thus furnished the waters which 
the melting of the superficial strata called forth in copious 
abundance with a welcome outlet below, where, in the rolled 
materials of the soil, they dug themselves bods, bounded and 
protected by the crystal walls which they had just broken 
through. 

Although at present, in the attenuated atmosphere of our lofty 
mountains, the evaporation of the frozen masses of ice and 
snow, especially in warm days, far exceeds what melts into 
fluid water, the proportion musf have b(>cn very different on 
those extensive plains which, less elevated above the level of 
the sea, stood under a much more considerable pressure of the 
atmosphere. Moreover, the very sliglit inclination, or rather 
the almost perfect levelness of these plains, was not very fa- 
vourable fo the /ormation of frequent clefts and fissures, so 
that the glacier brooks composed of the different rills on the 
surface of the ice, must have been much more eonsidevablc 
than those of our present glaciers, where for the most part a 
comparatively limited surface, frequent fissures, and smaller 
pressure of the atmosphere, prevent the accumultftion of larger 
brooks upon the surface of the glaciers. There are but few 
brooks to be found upon the surface of our ^Alpine glaciers, 
over which the practised Icaper woulcyiositatc to spring. But 
at the period I am now discussing, the crystal floods of large 
rivers dug their mutable beds out of the extensive surface, 
and when at length, after a long course, a fissiivo afforded 
them the long-sought outlet, they throw themselves in mag- 
nificont falls into the azure depths, the immense strata of 
rolled matter and of sand which the icy mass by its grinding 
movement collected below it, grubbing through to the bottom. 
Circumscribed by the ice-walls, these glacier rivers gnawed 
vaults for themselves under the icy covering through which 
they pressed towards the greater depths which the uneven sur- 
face presented, undermined deep beds in the rolled matters, and 
thus produced vaHeys of denudation, the direction of which is 
frequently inconceivable w’ith rdfcrenco to the present configu- 
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ration of tho surface, and becomes explicable only when we 
consider that it was ico-banks that determined the direction of 
these subglacierian rivers, and formed the limits of their bods.* 
Thus began tho retreat. Tho centres towards which its 
course was directed were, on tho one hand, thodar north ; on 
tho other hand, the lofty mountain-ranges of central Europe, 
wliicli still lio partially buried in eternal snow ; and from these 
regions, from tho mountains of Norway and of Sweden, and 
the chains of tho Alps of our continent, descend the rude wit- 
nesses of tho extension of the ico covering, those huge blocks 
which lio scattered in tlio plains of N4>rthern Germany and 
llussia, of Switzerland, and oven on the ridges of lower moun- 
tains, as tho Jura, and whose origin cannot bo doubted, so cha- 
racteristic is, for the most part, the species of rock which enters 
into their composition. Tom from the ridges of the Scandi- 
navian chain, these erratic blocks were moved forward on the 
surface of the ice-coverings over tho Baltic whoso basin 
was filled with ico instead of salt water, and deposited on the 
plains of northern Germany on the skirts of the ice-field. From 
the summits of tho Alps in like manner, radiating in all direc- 
tions, moved the fragments which tho destroying influences of 
tho atmosphere, perhaps also the elevation of a part of the 
chain, had broken loose from their bed, and hurled upon the 
surface of the ice. The plains of Switzerland and the southern 
declivities, nay, even the inland valleys of the Jura, the vales 
of Lombardy, and tho regions of eastern France, received from 
the Swiss Alps fhose blocks which progressing culture has al- 
ready applied in such quantities to industrial purposes, but of 
which the quantity is still so great, that centuries will not suf- 
fice to blot them from the empire of tho existing. 

When the retreat of the ice-crust towards the north and 


* 1 cherish the conviction that the various traditions of ancient nations about 
immense floods and inundations arc referable to those times in tho infancy of the 
human race, when men inhabited only t#e moderate climates of the tropics, whilst 
the northern latitudes were still covered with the glaciers of flie gbiciaj period. 
According to this view, these tra<Uti6nary floods wore events similar to tho in- 
undations which even now are so often occasioned by the {glaciers ; only with thif 
difference, tlmt in proportion to the greater extension of those glaciers, they wore 
upon a much larger scale. 
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towards the Alps began, these blocks were moved thence to- 
wards their present situations. 

I shall hero be accused of a contradiction. How is it pos- 
sible,*’ it will be said, “ that tho ice-covering retired just to- 
wards the points^ from which tho blocks were moved 2 How 
can it have happened that these wore conveyed from the centre 
of the chains toward§ tho periphery of the ice-fields, whilst 
their bearers, the masses of ice, had a retrograde motion from 
the periphery to the centres — ^that is, in a direction diametri- 
cally opposite to that of the blocks 

There lies, no doub#, an apparent contradiction in tho trutlis 
just announced, but it is only apparent ; for tho retreat of a 
mass of ice is nothing but the result of a disproportion be- 
twixt the forces which tend to its destruction on the one hand, 
and its forming elements on the other, in winch tho former at- 
tain the upper hand. Snow and water are the forming ele- 
ments, upon the co-opemtion of which the production and pro- 
gressive motion of the glacier masses depend ; by the constant 
addition of the former the totality of the latter is increased, 
and this increase, united to the expansion which the freezing 
water undergoes, are the causes of the progressive motion, 
which is properly only an expansion of tho mliss in a singlo 
direction. But if the melting and evaporation of tho masses 
of ice which are occasioned by tlie heat outweigh the expan- 
sion, if more is withdrawn from tjio mass in a fluid and 
vapoury form than it gains in the way of condensation of the 
atmospheric deposits, it must obviously decrease in bulk, and 
its decrease will be most where these destructive influences 
operate moat strongly ; that is to say, at a distance from the 
colder centres, at tho extreme periphery of tho masses, where 
these come in contact with a warmer air and soil. It is ac- 
cordingly this preponderance of the forming influences over tlje 
destructive in the glacier masses, which, to the eye of the su- 
perficial observer, appears as ^le progressive motion ; and in 
the same wa^ it is the depression of the forming elements, 
which appears as the retreat of the masses ; whilst, on a more 
•exact observatiorf of the phenomena, it is found that the mass 
constantly moves forward, evdn when a greater decrease at 
particular places appears there necessarily to imply a retreat. 
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The same relations must also have come into existence when 
the ice-crust was exposed to the destructive influences which a 
condition of heat like ours at the present day must have brought 
along with it. In the plains began, as we have already re- 
marked, the contest, in which death itself was to succumb, and 
the new life of our present creation to conquer. Attacked 
from without by the beams of the sun, and from within by the 
rays of the earth’s own warmth, the ice dwindled away, and 
the more land became free so much the more powerful became 
the forces which, supported the contest. But just where the 
ice disappeared, on the boundaries of ’the ice-field, was the 
seat of the more active movement, which, finding its point of 
support in the before-mentioned centres, proceeded from thence 
in every direction; for the most considerable movement of 
the ice-masses is always at those places where heat can exert 
the greatest influence upon them. But if the destructive in- 
fluences preponderated at the limits, the fornfing elements did 
so at the centres, and the masses collected th^e consequently 
pressed downwards to the contest as a fresh reserve, carrying 
along with them fragments of their formation-sites — ^the erratic 
blocks. From the distribution of the various alpine rocks 
upon the chafhs of the J ura, as well as from the extension of 
the zones of blocks that descend from the heights of Scandi- 
navia, it will sogie time or other bo possible to calculate the 
time which was required for the retreat of the ice-covering 
into its narrower limits. 

But vain was the contest. More and more was the ice-mass 
compelled to recoil, more and more w^as the land denuded, to 
become covered with verdure. The plains of Germany, Rus- 
sia, France, and Italy, were rescued from their frozen state ; 
the Baltic was set free ; the north sea, for the most part, was 
anew covered with waves. But the more considerable chains 
of mountains, presenting,^ by their elevation above the sea- 
level, a more secure resting-pjjace to the ice-covering, still re- 
tained the eternal winter upon their summits and in their val- 
leys, and thus there arose detached glacier ranges, which no 
longer formed a connected whole, Kke theft: common ances^ 
tress, but separate groups, ea6h of which belonged to a par- 
ticular mountain range. The Scandinavian peninsula, the 
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heights of the British islands, the Alps, the Vosges, and pro- 
bably most chains similar to these last in height and situa- 
tion, presented those groups of glaciers, the traces of which 
have not yet been sufficiently followed to afford a perfect chart, 
if I may so cypress myself, of the glacier groups of the re- 
treat. The whole plain of Switzerland w^as still filled with 
ice, for its space is too circumscribed, tlio distance betwixt the 
two ranges which encircle it, the Alps on one side, and the 
Jura on the other, beings too small in comparison with the 
height of these mountain-chains, to admit the supposition of 
a simultaneous thawing of these plains with those of other 
countries lying lower and of greater extent. The elevation of 
the Alps is indeed so considerable, that the masses of ice which 
proceeded from them overflowed, even at the outset, the in- 
dependent glaciers of the Jura, and that the collect ivo glacier 
groups which covered Switzerland took a direction from south- 
east to ndrth-west, that is, an opposite one to that of the gla- 
cial movement ‘proceeding from Sweden and Norway. Tlio 
most evident proofs of this superior grandeur of the alpine? 
ice-masses are) afforded by the blocks formed of granitic and 
other plutonic rocks, which have been deposited principally 
on the southern declivity of the Jura, and oven likewise in its 
inner valleys, and which bear obvious testimony to the fact, 
that the motion proceeding from the Alps was continued to 
the inner chains of the J ura. The lijvel of ^ho Swiss glacier 
groups sank only by degrees, and from the distribution of the 
different rocks, the origin of which, in the alpine chain, can bo 
determined with the greatest exactness, especially from that of 
the very strikingly peculiar conglomerate of Valorsinc, toler- 
ably certain data niliy be collected with respect to the height 
of the different levels of the ice-masses. Step by step, how- 
ever, the ice faded away likewise from tho plains of our native 
land before the quickening influence of heat ; tho bluo waters 
of its lakes rolled their waves unfettered ; the molasso hills were 
denuded of tljeir covering, only the highest peaks of the Jura, 
as thcTDent de Vaulion, and several others, still retained some 
independent glacfcrs. JSxt the beautiful aljune valleys, whose 
wild scenery attracts so many admirers of the sublime, were 
still filkid by the glaciers, >vhich w'orc always becoming more 
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and more subject to the influences which rule them at present. 
The great valleys of the Rhone, of the Aar, of the Reuss, of 
the Rhino, of the Adda, &c., which roll their waves from hence 
towards every possible direction, were covered with immense 
glaciers, and may have presented nearly the same appearance 
that they now do in very snowy winters, when their depths 
are filled up, and only a slight depression betrays to the wan- 
derer the clefts over which he steps with a careless foot. 


On the Migratory Tribes of Natives in Central India . Coni- 

municatod by Edward Balfour, Estp, Assistant Surgeon. 

Communicated by the Author. 

The hills and forests in the centre of India, are inhabited 
by people difiering widely from the inhabitants of the plains. 
Their great abode, says Mr Elphinstone, is th© Vinefya moun- 
tains, which run east and west from the Granges to Guzerat, 
and the broad tract of forest which extends north and south 
from the neighbourhood of Allahabad, to the latitude of Ma- 
sulipatani, and with interruptions almost to Cape Comorin.' 
These people have separate names — Paharias, Kols, Gonds, 
Bheels, Colis, and Colaris ; but in many points they difler from 
each other, Tind Jittlo has been done to show that they are the 
same people. In addition to these races, there are many 
smaller communities spread throughout India, each witli a 
distinct name, and speaking a distinct tongue ; leading a mi- 
gratory life, and resorting only to towns to purchase a few ne- 
cessaries, they seem the remains of some aboriginal people wlio 
had occupied the soil perhaps before any of the nations now 
possessing it ; and it may not bo uninteresting to mention some 
of the habits of these nomade races. 

• 

TflE GOHUB, CALLED BY EUROIEANS AND NATIVES BINJABI OB 

LUMBARI. 

The Binjames are separated among theiAselvcs into thi‘co» 
tribes— Ohouhonc, Rhatorc, and Powar. Their original conn- 
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try, they say, was Rajputanah,* but they now are spread over 
Ilindostan, all adhering to the same customs, and speaking the 
same language. This bears a strongrcserablanceto the language 
of Guzerat, though there are many words in it without affi- 
nity with any of the dialects we are acquainted with. At the 
head of the Binjarrics in the Dekhan are tvvo individuals who 
receive the title of Naeks. They reside in Hyderabad, and 
the encampments located near that city refer any disputes 
that arise to them for th^.n decision ; but the chief occup.* . ion 
of these Naeks is tc keep np a corres^-ondcncc with diflo- 

rent parts of the country, to gain early information fr loca- 
lities whore war or famine lias raised the pric^* of grain. 

, The Binjarrics are giain merchants ; indeed the name is 
given them from their occupation ; tli(‘i' traffic being car- 
ried on by buliocks, they iraverso the m<»st impracticable 
countries to collect supplies, winch they poui into the districts 
where scarcity prevails, or they move in the track of large 
armies, to fuimish tliem with grain during the campaign. In 
carrying on war in India, where armies carry their magazines 
along with them, the services of the Binjarrics arc? almost in- 
dispensable, and thjir occupation renders Iho.n sacred. For 
this reason, though moving among hostile bodies in time of 
war, they consider themselves bccuro from being molested by 
any jiarty, and there have been instances of^largo bodies pass- 
ing near camps, an'd though refusing to dispose of the grain 
they carried, being allowed to move on to the enemy, the dread 
of alarming them, and thus banishing them for ever, being suffi- 
cient to protect them from interruption. The time of hostilities 
or of dcartli ivas a period of activity among them ; but our suc- 
cesses have restored order to India, and have sent our troops to 
cantonments, and with the return of peace, nothing occurs to in- 
terrupt the labours of the husbandman, and scarcity seldom pre- 
vails. These changes have done piuch to make the Binjarries 


♦ On the summits of the hills (formerly islets) which, united, form the 
island of Bombay, Reside about 75 families of cultivators, who say they 
emigrated from Bajputanah. Many of the words in the language of this 
people, and tJie dress of their women, are similiar to the Gohurs. They 
call th^nisclyes Furmans. 
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pool, and where uisbtise has swept away their bullocks, the 
unal K.: to purchase others, has broken up anddis- 
pers(*d. When thus n^duced, the women bring firewood to the 
^cl] Mhich their husbands cut in the jungles. They 
V ► at all times considered a bold and formidable race, and 
1: . « t ' u erring t . country with herds of bullocks, transport- 
i . i :ao ami salt, they frequently perpetrated robberies in 
..ci tli« y are i.ot ov^r scrup dous in committing murder 
ou la , ><K'*osioiis, i* ..Ino me- . >Yith -opposition, or deem it ne- 
c ."Y : llioir sccurit}. With the approaches of poverty, 

too, vie / g7’o \n yj>a > ; many are con" icted of stealing cat- 

tle a.'il children, and 1 ‘:iigs have aNo been detected among 
thoni. 

A community of Binja viep if xt ned aTanda In each Tan- 
da an indiYidufii is s<deci''d to .’h:.ni the til* • of Naek is given, 
but his rank vvo* ‘d ,.jt ,eioi. ic him with but little authority. 
rSo rules exist ainoui: :!i ^ i to regulate their conduct or guide 
their soci aii<l iho’igh thi»v keep logetb^r in large bodies, 
it. wonui >'^111 .nnre 1' oiP then nttrmarriages and the securi- 
ty nujiihca than from any law’s binding them to whe tribe. 

TJio Tanda Aioir movem<mts encamp on w’astes and uncul- 
tivated sometimes near but more frequently remote 

from town's. 

The Biiijarrie,;? pidl dowm the wild boar with dogs of a 
powerful and peculiar breed, which they keep in all their 
Tandas ; but with the exception of the wnld hog, they live, 
as regards food, like other Hindus. A few are met with 
who can read and write. Their wandering life precludes them 
from residing in towns ; they live under tents while the hot 
weather continues, and on the approach of the monsoon con- 
struct grass huts to shelter them from the piercing rains that 
fall. 

Their features are dark ,and bronzed. The men have tall 
and muscular frames. Their dress differing much from the na- 
tions and communities around them, attracts attention \>o the 
females of the tribe, on whom* nature has bestowed the most 
faultless forms ; tall and exquisitely moulded, these dark child- 
ren of the desert move with a grace unwitnessed among a civi- 
lized people, their loose and peculiarly formed garments' assist- 
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ipg to Bet off their shape. A boddice (called Eanterie) fitting 
neatly to the fov^ in front, reaches from the neck to the hip, 
conceals the bosom, but is left open behind ; this with a gown 
(petia) fastened by a noose beneath the waist, and falling in 
loose folds to *the feet, and a scarf (oadhi) thi'own carelessly 
over the shoulder, completes their dress, which is made of 
cloth died with bright and varied colours. From their hair, 
and the tapes that bind their dross, are suspended long strings 
of courie diells, massive rings of silver clasp the ankles, and 
the arms, from the wrist to the shoulder, aro loaded with broad 
rings of ivory, cut frbm the elephants' tusks, and dyed with 
varied dyes. The ceremonies attending the marriage of a wi- 
dow are, as is usual among the natives of the cast, few ; the 
gift of a new cloth, and the selection of a fortunate hour on 
which to conduct the bride home, comprise the whole. With 
the younjg bride, a more lengthened rejoicing is made. On the 
marriage beings assented to, the bridegroom pays one or two 
hundred rupees to the parents of the bride, and at the early 
part of the day, which the brahman who has been consulted 
has pronounced auspicious, two pyramids are constructed, by 
placing earthen pots one above another, tenor twelve feet apart, 
a bundle of firewood is laid behind each pyrftmid, and two 
wooden pestles, used by the women of every house in India to 
clean the grainf aro planted perpendioulai^ly between- The 
ceremonies last five days, during which the friends are feasted, 
the bride and bridegroom sitting on the ground between the 
pyramids, and on the fifth day, after being bathed by their re- 
spective male and female relations, the bridegroom leads to his 
tent his bride. The next morning the young wife rises early, 
and carrying the hand-mill near the feet of her husband's pa- 
rents, there grinds the corn* necessary for the meals of the 


* Shortly after midnight the women ih the east rise and begin to grind 

com for the family, cheering thcmfelvos in their lonely task by singing 
their labour songs. In several parts of Scripture this custom of grinding 
the com for the day’s consumption .is noticed. ** In the day when the 
grinders cease becsose they are few, aid the, doors bo shut in tbe streets 
becaiiM the sound of the grinding jis low. Ecc. jdi, 3. and 4 ; See. also 
Ex, xi. 5. and Is. xlvii. 1. where it says, '‘Come down and sit in the dost, O 
virgin daughter of Babylon; sit on the ground; there is no throne, O 
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coming day, and is thus initiated into the practice of her do- 
mestic duties. The Binjarries are not restricted to one wife. 
It is rare, however, to have more than three or four in a bouse. 

In the roving life they lead, exposed to the vicissitudes of a 
tropical climate, and liable to .accidents and disease, we would 
fancy that necessity would have taught them some acquaint- 
ance with simples and the arts of life ; but that custom, fatal 
to improvement, which obtains throughout India, binding each 
community to follow only those pursuits which their prede- 
cessors have been engaged in, prevails with equal effect among 
this. migratory tribe, to whom every art is equally unknown. 
When sickness occurs, they lead the sick man to the feet of 
the' bullock called “ Hatadia,’** for, though they say they pay 
reverence to images, and that their religion is that of the 
Sikhs, followers of Nana Govind, the object of their worship is 
this “ Hatadia,” a bullock devoted to the god Balqjec. On 
this animal no burden is ever laid ; but decorat*ed with stream- 
ers of red dyed silk and tinkling bells, with many brass chains 
and rings on the neck and feet, and strings of cowrio-shells 
and silken tassels, hanging in all directions, ho moves steadily on 
at the head of^the convdy, and the place he lies down on when 
tired, that they make their halting ground for the day ; at his 
feet they make their vows when difficulties overtake them, and 
in illness, whether of themselves or cattle, they trust to his 
worship for a cure. This bullock is their god, their guide, 
and their physician. 

From their minatory life, we are deprived of all means of 
calculating their numbers ; but spread throughout the whole of 
India, in large bodies, they no doubt far exceed any amount 
of people which are brought to one individual's notice. 

They bury the people who dife unmarried, but the bodies of 
tlie married are burned . Food is placed at the head and foot of 


daughter of the Chaldeans, tako tho mfllstonos and grind meal; and in Matt, 
xitiv. , 41 . it is said, ^ two women shall bo grinding at the mill, tire one 
shall bo taken and the other left.’ Ono person can generally gi'ind siilii- 
ciont for tho use of a small family, but whei% much is roquirod, two wo- 
men, as noticed in tho Scripture, sit on tho ground with the mill-stones 
between them. 

VOL. XXXV. NO. LXIX. ^JUNE 1843. 
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the grave, bat no omen of the state of the deceased is drawn 

from the oreatnre that eats it. 

filEJ^-SHIKARRy OR HIRN-PARDY,— THE HUNTERS. 

The Hirn-shikany or Him-pardy, the Indian hunters, term 
themselves Bhourie. They are of short stature, greatly wanting 
in intelligence, and timid in their intercourse with their fellow 
men ; while constant exposure to the vicissitudes of the seasons 
and their familiarity with toil and want, has stunted their 
growth and made them black and shrivelled in their form. 
Their numbers are great. They range from the snowy Ilima- 
layahs in the north through the vast plains of Hindustan, till 
at Cape Comorin, beneath the equator, the Indian ocean checks 
their further progress.^ From each valley and each forest 
that civilized man has as yet left unoccupied, or has once again 
abandoned to the wild creatures of nature, the hunter obtains 
his means of subsistence. The creatures that they kill they oat, 
for, with the exception of the cow and bullock, all animals, the 
elephant, the tiger, and the leopard, the jungle dog and jungle 
cat, the wild- boar, the wolf, the iguana, and the rat and mouse, 
are used as food by the Bhourie, They obtaiif a little money 
by disposing of the skins of the animals they destroy, and often 
earn large rewards for destroying the leopa^s and wolves that 
at all times prowl about the outskirts of villages. The women, 
on visiting a town, gain a little money by disposing of charms 
and antidotes to the bite of a snake or scorpion’s sting. 

The language of the Bhourie seems to have little relation to 
that of any of the other migratory nations. It has many words 
like the Guzerattee and Mahrattee, and several of pure Sanscrit. 
The Bhourie are divided into five tribes, receiving among 
themselves the names, 1. Rhatore or Mewara; 2. Ohowhone; 
3. Sawundia ; 4. Korbiar ; and 5* Kodiara. It would appear 
that the hunters dwell in distinct localities, restrained from 


• Li. De Butts, ih Ms KanIbleB in Ceylon, describes a race termed “ Ved- 
dahs,’’ who, fkom his description, eecm to be the same as the Bhouries of 
India. 
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xaigrating to the hunting-grounds of other branches by custom 
and the fear of punishment, instances having lately occurred 
where the magistrate’s authority has been called in to drive 
back tribes, who, urged by want, or enticed by more promising 
wilds, had quitted their own, and located themselves on the 
hunting-grounds of a neighbouring community. 

These communities are governed by chiefs, termed “ Howlia,” 
who attain to their office by descent. It was difficult to obtain 
exact information regarding these head men ; they would seem 
to be considered spiritual as well as civil guides, and among the 
wild untutored minds of these rude creatures, there seemed to 
be some vague idea that their Howlia is an incarnation of the 
deity. The occurrence of murder or other grave crime my in- 
formant had never heard of ; but all minor mattersare decided by 
those chiefs. On them likewise devolves the duty of summoning 
the different members of the tribe to aid in snaring th^ tiger, for 
which villagers and proprietors occasionally offer high rewards. 
This, when earned, they divide into three shares, one for the 
god of the river, one for the gocl of the wilds, the remaining 
third being apportioned equally among those who were present 
at the capture, the Howlia or chief obtaining no greater sum 
than another of the community. They all assemble at the 
Holi festival, at the place of the Houlia’s residence, when 
he collects his intome, the community subscribing one rupee a 
head. 

Among other modes of obtaining subsistence, thieving is one 
which they look to as no small means of support. Gang rob- 
bery, or any system attended with violence, they are not ad- 
dicted to ; but no field or stack of grain is safe from their de- 
predations when they are in the neighbourhood. F or this, severe 
fines, and death itself, were often inflicted on them, while the 
country was ruled by the native princes ; for though the hunters 
have only a narrow loin-cldth as clothing, and the persons of 
the women are scarcely hidden by the few rags they pick up 
in the fields and sew together, yet, when in the grasp of native 
chiefs, the fear of death has 'made J;hem produce two to five 
thousand rupees to purchase forgiveness and regain their free- 
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dom. It may be from the recollection of such scenes, that, 
not\vithstanding their seeming poverty, all classes assert these 
wretched-looking beings to be the possessors of vast wealth, 
and, when in. the fields in their lonely camps, sheltered by a 
few tattered rags stretched overhead, they are at intervals 
plundered by the ruthless robbers we term deceits. 

For the first five years after the board first appears, it and 
the hair is cut once a year, but over after they wear both un- 
shorn, and their long shaggy locks add to their uncouth ap- 
pearance. The bod^s of the dead are buried. Few attain 
sixty years of age, and ton is the greatest number of children 
they have known one woman to bear ; nor have they ever heard 
of any one being killed by a tiger, though one of them has as- 
sisted at the capture of eight of these creatures. They call 
themselves a branch of the Dhoongur, the Shepherd or Yesya 
race. 


THE TAREMOOK, OR WANDERING BLACKSMITH. 

The Wandering Blacksmith is known in the Dokhani lan- 
guage, as Ghissaris ; as Lohars by the Mahrattas ; and from the 
Ganarcse they receive the name of Bail-Kumbar, but they term 
themselves Taromook. 

Their traditions affirm the northern provinces of Hindustan 
to have been their original country; but the cause or the pe- 
riod of their emigrating thence has not been preserved. As a 
race, they are dark, though not black, and somewhat taller 
than Hindoos in general. They are to be seen dwelling on 
the outskirts of almost every village throughout India, though 
their numbers are not great ;• the largest number of families 
the old Taremook who gives mo this information has ever seen 
in one place, amounting to ten, a community of perhaps sixty 
people. It is rare to find them occupying houses in towns ; 
but, for the greater facility ofc migrating, they encamp outside 
the walls, \^hore they reside, exposed to the changes of the 
weather, from jtrhich they are barely sheltered ; a ragged and 
patched cloth, two or three yards long, being all a family have 
for their protection. They are blacksmiths by trade, and arc 
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vory poor, living from hand to mouth. The women collect 
wood in the jangles, to make the charcoal necessary in their 
husbands’ trade : the movement of the forge-bellows is likewise 
the duty of the women, many of whom assist their husbands 
by working thcr sledge-hammer. Their language they terra 
Taremooki : that spoken by the communities in the Dokhan 
contains several Mahrattee and Canaree words, a mixture pro- 
bably resulting from their lengthened sojourn on the border 
countries of these two nations. • 

The richest Taremook my informant has ever seen, was said 
to be worth ten thousand rupees ; but though some individuals 
collect a little money, he has never known any one learn to 
read or write. The dress of this migratory race is like that 
of other Hindus. Their religion is the Brahminical, Kandoba 
being the deity to which their worship is chiefly directed. 
Their marriages are conducted similarly to the custopis of the 
Hindoos, but intoxicating drinks are largely used. They have 
earned a great name for gallantry, and it is a very usual thing 
to hear of the rough Taremook levanting with another man’s 
wife. On the occasion of a birth, they sacrifice in tho name 
of Satwai. K^ey burn tho bodies of married people, and lay 
tho ashes by a river's side ; but the unmarried dead are buried, 
and for three days after tho funeral food is carried to the grave, 
though they draw no augury of the state of the soul of tho 
deceased from any creature eating tho food. 

TUB KORAWA. 

This migratory people arrange themselves into four divi- 
sions, the Bajantrl, Teling, Kolia, and Soli Korawas, speaking 
the same language, but none of them intermarrying or eating 
with each other. Whence they originally migrated it would 
be difficult perhaps now to come to a conclusion, nor could it 
bo correctly ascertained how fur they extend. The Bajautri 
or GsLon ka Korawa, tho musical or village KoraWa, arei mot 
with in Bejaporo, Bcllary, Hyderabad, and J;hroughout Ca- 
nara. Tho men of this people are somewhat more robustly for- 
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med than the settled population ; but the females are less tall, 
and more dark than the Canarese women among whom they 
are looated. Their food differs from that of the Hindoo as 
well as the Mahomedan ; t^jpy never eat the oow or bullock, 
but the jackal, ^roupine, hog and wild boar, deer and tigers, 
are sought after and used by them. They deny that robbery 
is ever made a regular mode of earning a subsistence ; an ho- 
nesty, however, that the people among whom they dwell give 
them but little credit for. Indeed, from my own observation, 
on an occasion that brought the circumstances of a commu- 
nity to the light, it is difficult to believe that the great sums 
found in their possession could have been honestly earned. 
They live by thieving, making grass screens and baskets. 
The men likewise attend at festivals, marriages, and births, 
as musicians, which has obtained for them the name of Bajan- 
tri; and at the reaping season all resort to the fields to beg 
and pilfer from the farmers, for they will not be induced to 
put their hands to labour. The women, too, earn a little 
money by tattooing on the skin the marks and figures of the 
gods, which the females of all castes of Hindus ornament 
their arms and foreheads with. The Bajantri jeorawa reside 
in mud huts, in small societies outside the walls of the village 
to which they have temporarily attached themselves. The 
age for marrying is not a fixed time ; and, different from every 
other people in India, the youth of the female is not thought 
of consequence, the old man telling this when a lad with mus- 
taches just appearing, having been married to a woman who, 
five years previously, had attained maturity ; a marriage that 
would have been opposed to the customs and repugnant to 
the feelings alike of Hindoo and Mahomedan. To this wife 
he yet remains attached, though it is not unusual to have two, 
three, or four wives in one household, among this people. In 
marrying, at the hour pronounced lio be fortunate by a Brah- 
min, the bride and bridegrooAi, smeared with turmeric, are 
seated on th*e ground, and a circle drawn with rice around 
them. For five^ays the^ musicians attend before their door, 
and the whole concludes by the neighbours gathering round 
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and sprinkling a few grains from the rice circle over the 
couple. The married women wear the tali round their necks, 
which is broken on the husband^s death by the relatives of the 
deceased. This people live virtuously ; the abandonment of 
their daughi^s is never made a trade of, and *other classes 
speak favourably of their chastity. 

They r^lpect Brahmins ; and though they never, or at least 
very rarely, attend places of worship, they seem to respect the 
gods of the Hindoo mythology, and keep in their houses small 
silver images of Hanuman, which they once every two or 
three months worship with songs, and Sacrifice, and music. 
Their foreheads, too, arc tattooed with the mark of Vishnu ; 
but they offer up no daily prayers. 


THE TELING KORAWA, OR KORAWA OF TELINGANA. 

. 

This branch of the Korawa people are generally known as 
Kusbi, Korawa, Aghare Pal Wale, prostitute Korawas, the 
sitters at the doors of their tonte ; but these names the people 
themselves consider opprobrious. The form of their features 
is altogether different from that of the Bajantri Korawa, the 
'shape and expression of the countenance being similar to the 
inhabitants of th% Coromandel coast — the country, if we judgo 
by their name, Teling, whence they originally migrated : but 
wandering from place to place for a livelihood, wherever the 
Madras troops marched under Sir Arthur Wellesley, they fol- 
lowed, and are now found located in most British canton- 
ments. The Teling Korawa gain a livelihood by basket- 
making and selling brooms, in making which their wives assist ; 
but their chief means of subsistence is in the prostitution of 
their female relatives, whom, for that purpose, they devote to 
the gods from their birth. , 

When the lives of children ip India are despaired of, the 
fond mother, whether Mahomedan or Hindu, wills that it 
should live, though sickness and destitution be its lot through 
life ; and when agonized by the prospbet of its death, she vows 
to devote her offspring to the service of the deity, should its 
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life be spared. With the Mahomodans, the male children 
thua devoted become durveshes, and their females termed 
‘ Mustanisy’ attach themselves to one or other of the four large 
communities of Fakirs^ who beg in India, the Mustanis being 
supposed to livb a life of virtue. AmongthoHindus, again, there 
ore two classes of devoted women, the one attending the toin^ 
pies and living a life of chastity, the other class fulfilling the 
vows of their relatives, by promiscuously sacrificing to sensual 
love. The Brahmins, who, worshipping a deity generally as 
pure theists, whether followers of Brahmna, Vishnu, or Siva, 
are seldom guilty of thus throwing their females on society ; 
and this practice seldom obtains among the better classes of 
Hindus even. But as this pursuit of the women thus devoted, 
however public it may be, entails no disgrace upon the women 
themselves, or thoir families, many of the low castes and mi- 
gratory tribes of the Hindus have readily taken to a practice 
which allows them to follow a profitable calling, without suf- 
fering in the opinion of their neighbours ; and as the poorest 
and most wretched community in India attach the utmost im- 
portance to the purity and conjugal fidelity of their unmar- 
ried and married females, the low castes and outcasts to whom 
money offers a groat temptation, devote thoir fe*inalo children 
in their earliest infancy, and thus arc able to practise their 
profession without restraint. ^ 

Tho goddess, in whose service the lives of the Toling Kora- 
was^ devoted women are thus to bo spent, has her chief shrino 
near Bollary. They never devote more than one of their 
daughters ; the rest are mamed and made honest women of. 
The devoted women, notwithstanding their loose lives, oc- 
casionlybear children, so many as four having been tho children 
of oxie mother. These children are treated as if legitimate, 
being admitted without purchase to all tho rights and privi- 
leges of the caste. It is probably o^ng to this intermixture tho 
varied colours we find among thqm arise, changing in individuals 
from the faisness of the Brahmin to that of the darkest co- 
loured Sudra. 

They have no^rulcs or laws among their community for self- 
government. They eat tho deer, the hare, and tho goat ; but 
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ibc cow IB considered a sacred, and the hog an accursed ani- 
mal, and never used as food. No one can read or write. 

They are very rarely allowed to reside inside towns ; but 
when this liberty is granted them, they pitch their tents or 
erect grass huts at a distance from the dwellings of respect- 
able people. The women wear a boddice (choli) open in front, 
and a sarhi ; the men dross as Hindus usually do. 

This branch bury their dead, and tho food that was most 
liked by tho decoased is placed at the head of the grave. The 
most favourable omen of the State of tho departed soul is 
drawn from its being eaten by a crow ; *1088 auspicious if by a 
cow ; but if both tho crow and cow decline to eat it, they doom 
tho dead to have lived a very depraved life, and impose a heavy 
fine on his relatives for having permitted such evil ways. 

Their religion is the brahminical, and Brahmins assist at all 
their ceremonies. Their language is nearly similar to that 
spoken by tho Bajantri Korawa, with whom flioy agree in tho 
arrangement of tho Korawas into four branches. Tho other 
two, in addition to the Bajantri and Tcling Korawa, I never 
met in with. They are called Koonsi Korawa, and tho Patra 
Korawa, or Patr Pulloo. Their mannei-s and habits and mode 
of life are scarcely dissimilar from one aiiotlier ; all of them 
can converse in their own language, but they do not cat or 
marry with an individual of a diflferent branch, 

THE DHATOO. 

This migratory people are known in India by tho name 
of Dooinur or Kollati. They are spread over the whole of 
tho great continent ; but though retaining among themselves 
tho name of Bhatoo, they are arranged into several distinct 
tribes, speaking diflerent tongues, and holding no intercourse 
with each other. One of Iheso tribes occupy the country from 
Ahmednuggur in the north, to Hun*yhur in the south, and lie 
between Bellary and the western shores of India. 

The Bhatoo are seldom tall, raroly exceeding five feet twe^ 
inches in height, and the women attaining a proportionate size. 
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At the period of adolescence, however, the young men and 
women are perfect models for the sculptor, the plumpness of 
that age rounding off the form, and hiding the projecting bones 
and the hollows between the muscles, which, in after life, the 
profession that both sexes follow too prominently develop. 
They are Athletse and the boys and girls are trained to the 
most surprising feats of agility from their earliest infancy. 
Sesides this, which is their ostensible mode of gaining a liveli- 
hood, the men of this wandering people earn sums of money 
by exorcising demons from the persons of those they possess ;* 
but what they most trust to for support is devoting their female 
relatives to the gods. 

The various castes of Hindus have their various gods, at 
whose shrines the children are devoted ; but the god of this 
Bhatoo is Kandoba,t in the village of Jeojoorie, near Poona. 
About thq age of five they carry their female relations there, 
and after performing sacrifice, and burning frankincense, they 
lay the girl at the feet of the deity, to which she is now con- 
sidered married. These devoted women, and all the male 
children, are regularly trained to athletic exercises, and the 
community wanders from village to village to exhibit. Most 
of their feats are performed by means of a bamboo. On the 
morning of the day they intend exhibiting, they abstain from 
all food, and to this rule they attribute much t)f their freedom 
from disease ; and my informant, an old man sixty years of age, 
can recollect no instance of rupture among them. Before his 
own eyes, however, he has seen four people killed by falls from 
the bamboo, innumerable injuries sustained by others, and he 
himself has his right elbow joint fearfully crushed. 

They settle unimportant points among themselves by arbi- 
tration, but all serious matters are brought for the decision of 


* Insane people are frequently taken to have the demon cast forth to these 
people, and are occosionally placed in a cleft of a tree,— these, of course, are not 
benefittod by the processes, but demons are frequently cast out of people who had 
no demons in them. 
t An incarnation of Mahadeva. 
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their British rulers. They are totally uneducated ; the old man 
giving me this information has never seen or heard of any one 
who could read or write. Impressed with the belief, prevalent 
throughout India, that the muscular system does not retain its 
vigour after marriage, the Doomur or Bhatoo delays marrying 
till middle-aged ; and then, owing to the groat expense the cere- 
monies when taking a young wife occasion, the Bhatoo usually 
allies himself with a woman who, having been devoted to the 
gods in her infancy, has now become too old to make a trade of 
her charms, and too stiff to take a part in the athletic exhibi- 
tions. Two or three hundred rupees are* expended in marrying 
a young wife ; but the ceremonies fpr the older women aro com- 
pleted in a day, and cost only ten or twelve rupees. Yet, not- 
withstanding this mode of life, they are not unprolifio, my in- 
formant having seen five, six, seven, and even eight children 
born of one woman who had been devoted in her infancy to 
the gods. 

They never oat the hog, the cow, the bullock, or the horse. 
They call themselves Mahrattas, but their religion seems essen- 
tially different from the Hindus around them. They own attach- 
mentto none of the three great divisionsof the brahminical faith, 
and when asked whom they worship, they reply, “ Narayan,’’ 
the Spirit of God ; but the particular object the Bhatoo pays 
his devotions to 4s the bamboo, with which all their feats are 
poqjprmed. At the village of Thekoor, near Kittoor, the shrine 
of the goddess Karewa has been erected on the summit of a 
hill, around the base of w'hich dense forests of bamboo grow. 
One they select, and the attendants of the temple consecrate 
it. It is now called “ Qunnichari,*” Chief, and receives their 
worship annually. To it, as to a human chief, all respect is 
shewn ; and in cases of marriage, of disputes requiring arbitra- 
tion, or the occurrence of knotty points demanding consultation, 
the gunnichari is erected ift the midst of the counsellors or ar- 
biters, and all prostrate themselves to it before commencing 
the discussion of the subject before them. Th^ Bhatoos do 
not keep idols. ^ ^ 

All the dead are buried ; vi^hen they consign one of their 
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people to the earth, they place rice and oil at the head of the 
grave, and stand near to watch what creature comes to cat 
it, drawing the happiest omen of the state of the departed from 
the crow visiting the spot. 

THE MUDDIKPOR. 

Many names have been given to the migratory people wo 
are now noticing ; Koeli Eatr, or Eootaboo, Kublgira or ferry- 
man, Eoli, and Barkur, are those most usually employed ; but 
Muddikpor is the designation they apply to themselves, They 
arc generally tall and powerful men, with an olive-yellow com- 
plexion, and are now very numerous throughout India. They 
say that their original locality was the village of Talicot, near 
Sorapore. and that however far they be now dispersed, all 
classes continue to speak the Mahratta tongue, though they 
must likewise acquire a knowledge of the language of the 
country they wander about in, to enable them to earn a liveli- 
hood, Their traditions carry back their origin to the obscure 
periods of Hindu history ; and they say they have sprung from 
ten mdividuals, and thus account for the ten tribes into which 
wo now find them divided ; and this traditionary account of a 
common origin receives corroboration from the circumstance 
that all the tribes marry and eat together. ^ 

In each tribe an individual is superior to the others, to wl^n 
the rank descends by birth, though no title is attached to the 
office. All disputes that arise are arranged by a jury, whoso 
decisions are made in accordance with the customs of their 
forefathers received by tradition. 

These wanderers earn a living by catching fish with nets, 
and their women earn a little by knitting, and by tattooing tho 
dark blue marks on the foreheads of the brahmins and lingaets ; 
but their chief occupation is tho exhibition of the transparencies 
used in representing the battles of the Panch Pandya, five 
brothers, who6o exploits are, wo believe, detailed in the Rama- 
yana. The figure^ are painted oh deer-skin with very brilliant 
colours, and the story being one {.ho Hindu never tiros in listen- 
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ing to, m every village after night-fall you may see the ropro- 
soutations of the battles, and hear the Kedi Eatr describing 
the heroes’ deeds. 

Their females are very virtuous, and one woman has been 
known to give birth to twelve children. Beading and writing 
is unknown among them. Thoir dress and food are the same 
as the Hindus among whom they dwell. 

They live in square huts formed of grass sewed together, 
the whole being perhaps a rupee in value. These they them- 
selves make and carry with them at their periodical migrations, 
which custom renders obligatory every tliroe months, — a longer 
stay would, they say, subject them to some dire calamity ; and 
as the third moon passes by, tho spot that yesterday was a 
merry encamping ground is to-day a desol^y^ and unoccupied 
waste. 

Tho Muddikpor seemed to me to have no idea of a supreme 
being. They pay their devotions to the transparent figures 
with which the battles of tho Panch Pandya are represented : 
tho box of bamboo containing them is each morning placed on 
a part otthc floor fresh covered with cow dung ; and on the lid 
being opened Jio expose the drawings, they bum frankincense, 
and bow down to the ground in worship, — Oh Panch Pandya, 
by you we live, continue to give us our daily bread !” 

They are not fcstrictcd to ono wife, and they bury all their 
dead, except lepers, whom they burn. 

Tho languages spoken by these tribes are not understood 
by any one of a tribe different from their own, though there 
scorns a general similarity among them, as will be seen from the 
few words I obtained. The Sanscrit, Tamil, Telagoo, Ouzo- 
rattee, and Maharattee, have been placed to enable a compa- 
rison to bo made. 
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Description of an Impraeed JFater Meter^ indented by Mr 
Aleztmder Mitchell^ Watch and Clock Maker ^ Glasgow. By 
James Thomson, Esq., F.R.S.E., M.R.LA., F.R.S.S.A,. 
Civil Engineer, Glasgow. (With a plate.) Communicated 
by the Royal Scottish Society of Arts.* 

The action of the meter, referring to Plate I., may be de- 
scribed as follows : — 

The supply-pipe //being connected to the water main by a 
coupling, &c., in the •usual way, the water flows through the 
valve and passing into the cylinder h h h h at / is disohargcil 
by the pipe k into the receiving cistern I /, from which the 
water is drawn off by a stop-cock 

Upon one end of the axis or spindle of the screw a a is fit- 
ted a pinion d, working into the train of wheels eeee, bo ar- 
ranged as to •indicate the quantities of water discharged 
either in gallons or cubic feet, similar to the index of gas 
meters — the whole being set in motion by the flow of wa- 
ter through the cylinder acting upon and causing to revolve 
the Archimedean screw enclosed within, it. To prevent the 
screw from being driven forward by the water, and in order 
to reduce the friction to a minimum, the end of the axis at d 
has a hard steel point inserted, which workscin a cock or pot- 
tance fitted outside, and enclosed in an oil box, supxdied v^ith 
oil through the filler d\ 

In order to render the indications of the meter uniformly 
corroctj under different heads or pressures of water, the fol- 
lowing very ingenious method of adjustment is adopted : — 
Upon the axis of the screw are fixed four thin brass wings or 
leaves cccc, each moving upon a separate hinge or pivot d, 
fixed at right angles to the axis, with screw-nuts upon the 
end of each pivot, by means of which the wings can be main- 
tained open or shut at pleasure, and so lessen or increase the 
discharge of water at each revolution of the screw. The 
lower pair of wings in the drd^wing are represented slightly 
open. With this power of adjustment, it is very easy to re- 


* 'Read before the Royal Scottish Society of Arts, 12th Doc. 1842, 
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gulate the quantity of water discharged under different pres- 
sures, so as to corresp6nd exfctly wilii Ihe index and train oT 
wheels, which can best bo ascertained by trial upon setting up 
the meter, say by a measurement of 20 gallons, qnd opening 
or closing the fly leaves, to bring the (jwmti^ meaeured and 
the index to correspond. 

It will be evident that the quantities of water passing 
through a meter, upon this principle, would bo correctly indi- 
cated down to that quantity requisite to overcome the friction 
of the screw, below which amount, however, the water would 
pass through the cylinder without affecting the index, and con- 
sequently without being registered. Although the quantity 
thus passing would not be considerable in a well-constructed 
meter, Mr Mitchell has recently introduced an improvement 
which completely obviates this objection, and renders the 
indications correct under any circnmstances, and dpwn to 
the smallest quantity. 

This is accomplished by means of the conical valve cock 
which is so constructed as to act* instantaneously, and so keep 
tlie supply either flowing at the full bore, or suddenly shut off, 
when the cistern^ is full. The opening and shutting of this 
valve is effected in the following manner To the end of the 
lever h h, which works upon a journal, and is raised or de- 
pressed by the balMoat ?, are attached the two arms p p and 
o o. As the water in the cistern rises, these arms are carried 
forward without acting, however, upon the valve, until one of 
the chains, connecting them with the lever and lead-weight 
nnia upon the stretch. At this point the lever and weight 
are upon a balance, so that the least further rise of water in 
the cistern carries it suddenly over, and allows the valve p to 
close. A reverse motion takes place on the fall of the cistern 
water, the action of the other arm and chain p p opening the 
valve, which a small catch retains in its place against the 
force of the supply watpr. To prevent any injury to the pipes 
from the sudden action of the valve, an air-vessel m iS attached 
to the supply-pipe immediately above il\p positicgi of the valve. 

The introduction of this improyement, which prevents the 
possibility of water passing dhrcgistered through the cylinder, 
renders this description of meter very perfect, and capable of 
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indiaatiag accurately the smallest as well as the largest quan- 
tities. From the small cost, too, at which they can be manu- 
factured, it is to be hoped they will soon be brought into ge- 
nera] use, and substituted for the present unequal mode of wa- 
ter assessment upon house rent. 

Reference to the Plate. 

A B C D. Outer cate of thin cast iron for enclosing the apparatus shewn 
in section. 

a a. Archimedean screw worldng in the cylinder h b. 
ce. Thin brass wings or flys, with adjusting screws for regulating the 
motion of the s^rew. 

d. Pinion upon the end of the screw-spindle or axis. 
oee. Train of wheels set in motion by the pinion d, to indicate the 
quantity passed through the cylinder^ closed in with a glass front. 
f Supply pipe. 

Valve worked by the lever hit, connected to the ball float i. 
h k. Lever for opening and shutting the valve g. 
k. Discharge-pipe flowing into the cistern 1 1. 

m. Air vessel to prevent injuring tlie pipe on opening and shutting of 
the valve. 

n n. Lever, with lead to retain tha valve open or shut. 

0 0 and pp. Anns fixed upon the end of the lever h h, and attached with 
chains to the lead- weight n. 

Report of Committee. 

Your Committee having met with Mr Mitchell, and hav- 
ing again heard his explanations, and carefully examined the 
water meter submitted to them, came to the following con- 
clusions 


1. That as far as they can judge, this meter may be consi- 
dered sufficiently accurate to form a fair measure between 
water companies and their customers. 

2. That its construction is simple, and well devised for 
permanent practical use, being little subject to derangement 
from the wear of its parts. 

3. That its rate of registration being susceptible of easy 
adjustment, either in plus or mimia degree, and its actual de- 
livery, during certain portions of time, being always ascertain- 
able by the consumer, its use may be adopted with confidence, 
as being alike equitable to the suppliers and the consumers. 

Ay which is respectfully reported by 


13tA December 1849. 


Thos. Oreio, Cbnvr. 
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Beaeriptian^ toith Drawing^ of U Self-Aotif^ Stopper for Wind- 
ing-Enfftnee, By Mr John Maxton* F.B.S.S. A., Engineer, 
late of Greenock, now of Leith. (Witha Plate.) Communi- 
cated by John Scott Russxu, M.A .9 F.R.S.E., F.B.S.SA/ 
Communicated by the Royal Scottish Society of Arts. 

My attention having been directed to the numerous acci- 
dents which occur inconsequenceofWinding-enginesatcoal-pits ‘ 
being loft in charge of careless on^ne-men, 1 designed the ap- 
paratus, represented in Plate II, to be attached to the gearing 
of the engine, so that, independent of the engine-man, the ma- 
chinery would stop when the tub or bucket had reached its 
proper height. 

In fig 1, A is the fly-wheel shaft of engine, on which is fixed 
a bevelled pinion B, which works the wheel 0, into the 6 ye of 
this wheel a screwed rod J moves, having an oblong hole D 
at the opposite end ; V is the eccentric rod, E is the double 
hand* gear crank, O is part of the fly-wheel, /> is a friction- 
strap, F is a lever with a heavy ball of metal on the upper 
end, G is a link oOnnected to the eccentric rod. In this link a 
pin, fixedin a lever H, is made to move freely, so that when the 
edge of the oblong hjle D comes in contact with the ball-lever 
F, it will throw it either way, according to the direction in 
which the engine and screwed rod J moves ; when the lever F 
falls, it will tighten the friction-strap on fly-wheel, and throw 
the eccentric rod out of gear ; by the pin in the lever H acting 
on the top, or under side of link G. The reason why the link is 
long, is to allow the crank and pin H to travel (by the screwed 
rod in wheel), without moving the eccentric rod out of gear, 
till it arrives at either top or bottom of link, which is the proper 
time that the engine should be^ stopped, the tubs being then 
at the proper height. A handle is attached to the shaft K, for 
the purpose of allowing the engine-man to take the strain ofi" 
the friction-strap to lot 'the engine get under way. Figs. 2, 


* Read before the Royal Scottish Society of Arts S4th January 1842. Re- 
port of Committee read and approved 18tb June 1842, and the Society’s Silver 
Medal, value Teu Sovereigns, awarded 14th November 1842. 
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3, aiid.4» di«w the apparatas in its dififerent positions. The 
estipfthiiS cost of the whole is id>out 20s. per faorse>power. 

John Maxton. 


Gbesmoqk^ 12(A Nov. 1841s 


Beport of Committee of the Royal Scottish Society of 
Arts on Mr Ma:cton'’8 Stopper for Winding-engines. 

We have carefully examined and considered the paper and 
drawings illustrative of Mr John Maxton^s invention, for the 
purpose of preventifig the accidents arising in collieries from 
the oter^nmdinff of the ropes by which the coals, &c. are raised 
from the pit, and we have to report as follows : — 

Firsts The apparatus has not» we believe, been yet tried, 
and in so far as we can form an opinion, without having seen 
it in actual operation, we consider that there is no practical 
difficulty to prevent its answering the purpose intended ; and, 
Secondly^ We are of opinion that much ingenuity has been 
displayed by Mr Maxton in designing the mechanical arrange- 
ments by which the object in view is proposed to be effected. 

David Stevenson^ 
Hugh Mobton. 

John Mack^e. 

Edinbubgb, 2Ge/t J/av 1842. 


Addendum. 

In heavy winding-engines it is necessary to decrease the 
quantity of steam as the tub approaches the surface. I, there- 
fore, think it would be necessary to have a connection betwixt 
the apparatus and the throttle-valve of the engine, so that 
the steam could be cut off at the same time that the eccentric 
rod is thrown out of gear; and this I think could be very 
easily effected. * 

John Mackie, Mining-Engineer. 


Ai^tOA, aif^ May 1842. 
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Po 8 t 9 eri]pt to DeseripHmpf Mr Tait's Toriabte Diorama^ which 
may be mewed by a number of persons at a time; on page 
275 of the preceding eolume. Communicated by the Royal 
Scottish Society of Arts-'*^ 

The quantity of extraneous light seen by the s^iectators, 
under the arrangement described in that article, is much 
diminished, and the effect produced is proportionably improved, 
by placing across the board in front of the pictures, a parapet 
covered with black velvet, as high as the»bottom of the pic- 
tures, and at such distance from them as to allow the stray 
rays from the front light ‘to fall behind it; and by covering 
the whole of the upper surface of the board, in front of the 
parapet, with black velvet, removing the check-pins to the side 
of the board. 

• a T. 

Edis burgh, 17^/5 April 1843. 

■ e 


Some Remarks on the Methods in common use of obtaining the 
Mean Temperature of Places^ and on the supposed difference 
between the Temperature of the Air and that of the Earth. By 
Professor W. Carpenter. 

It is stated by Humboldt and others, that the mean tem- 
perature of the coldest springs in warm climates, is often lower 
than that of the air of the same places. If we examine thoso 
agencies in which atmospheric tempertiture originates, and[ fajei:, 
which terrestrial temperature is modifiedj^we shall. peremo 
that such a condition could not exist, and consequently, that 
the observations on which such conclusions were based^ were 
not accurate, or that some unsuspected agency must modtfy 
the relations which should otherwise be constant. In examin- 
ing the meteorological records of our own country and of other 
parts, and comparing the observations made by diihsrent per- 
sons resident at the same places, we shall perceive that the re- 


* Reiid b«ifore the Royal Scottieh Society of Arte 8th May 1843.i 
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suits differ not more from the mean temperati^re of the place, 
ea^ other* These discrepancies, or rather these 
departures from accurate results, are dependent on many 
Oireiim&tances* In the first place, thermometers of * very in- 
ferior quality are in very general use, and they will often differ 
in the results, afforded by four or five degrees. In the next 
place, sufficient importance is not attached to the position of 
the instrument ; and instead of having it completely protected 
from ireflection, and in almost complete obscurity, taking care 
at same time to secure a free circulation of air about it, we 
find them often in sftoh a situation as to receive from walls or 
the earth, a considerable poi*tion of reflected heat ; often 
in closed apartments or against walls, the temperature of 
which is influenced throughout the day, by the full force of 
the sun. Galleries fronting the north are favourite places for 
suspending thermometers, under the impression that no heat 
is reflected frdm that side. In this way we often find, in this 
climate (the United States), that when a thermometer proper- 
ly placed gives a temperature of 90® or 91®, all tho others in the 
vicinity will stand at 93°, 100% or even 110®; so that the annual 
mean derived would be very greatly above the true one. There 
is, however, it appears to me, a source of error much more gene- 
ral. I speak of the methods of calculating the moan after the 
observations have been made, and of the adoption into gene- 
ral use of methods which have been found to give correct re- 
sults at particular places. The methods most in use are the 
following, viz., to (*ike three observations, and from these cal- 
culate the mean directly ; some fix upon sunrise, 2 P.M., and 
sunset ; others, as in the Army Meteorological Register, 
and in those of most of tho meteorological societies, upon 7 
A.M, 2 P.M., and 9 P,M. I have ascei’tained, by taking the 
mean of hourly observations made here by myself, that any of 
these methods give means which^ during every season of the 
year, are too high, and that the error in excess is greater, in 
proportiomas the diurnal exceeds the nocturnal temperature. 
The last method, which is now in most general use, has pro- 
bably been adopted in colder climates, as agreeing experimen- 
tally in its results with those derived from more frequently 
repeated observations during the same period ; or possibly 
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under the impression, that the 9 P.M. observation would give 
an approximation to the noetumal mean, while the diurni|l 
temperature would result as a mean from those at 7 a.m. and 
2 p.M. In either case diis method might be best adapted for 
many climates ; but, as the relative value of tb| temperatures 
at times fixed for observation are not constant, but will vary 
in passing from one climate to another, there is nothing in the 
method to suit it for universal use. The fact is, it appears to 
me almost impossible to fix upon any method, except tiiat of 
hourly observations, which will in every place afford even 
an approximation to the truth, or obtaiiT harmonious results 
from elements the relations of which are so variable as those 
of the temperatures of particular hours. The method which I 
have adopted, and had in use about three years, I have found 
experimentally to give results, for this climate, almost in pre- 
cise accordance with those derived from calculations based upon 
hourly observations. I have constantly kept daSy observations 
at 0 and 7 a.m,, 12 M., 2 P.M., sunset, and 9 P.M., so that I have 
been able to give my observation any of the common tabular 
forms, and have always obtained the general results according 
to each of the methods, and the results have verified my previ- 
ous conclusiodb by varying from each other as follows : The 
mean annual temperature of this place (Jackson, La., U. S.), by 
my method, is 64.^4'', Fahrenheit ; as derived from the sunrise, 
2 P.M., and sunset observations, 66.30'’ ; and, dui'ing the some 
period, the mean obtained from the 7 A.M., 2 P.M., and 9 p.m. 
observations is 65.62'’. In this way I have compared results 
by each method with each other, and with those obtained from 
hourly observations. I have found that the following method 
gives for this place results more accurate than any other I 
have been able to derive. The mean temperature of the diur- 
nal portion of the twenty-four hours is derived as the mean of 
the highest and lowest temperatures of that portion ; that is, 
of the sunrise observations and that of 2 p.m. The nocturnal 
mean will, in like manner, result as the mean of •the highest 
and lowest temperatures of that portion ; that is, of the sun- 
set and sunrise observations. The average of these two means 
will give the mean for the twenfy-four hours* By this method, 
the sunrise temperature being the lowest for the twenty^four 
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hours, will helpng to both the diurnal and nocturnal portions, 
and will enter twice into the oalcalations, while the other two 
obtt9rvations will represent the maxima of the portions of the 
twenty-four hours to which they respectively belong. 

If it is, as 1 suspect, then, that the results of observations 
and calculations are, particularly in hot countries, frequently 
too high, a little attention to the subjects above hinted at may 
shew that there is really no difference between the mean tem- 
perature of climates and of water derived from such depths as 
not to be affected by the change of seasons. In my tables the 
most exact agreoniant is shown between these temperatures 
at this place. The same appears to be the case in the island 
of Cuba, notwithstanding that we find the following statement 
in the table in which Professor Kupffer compares the ‘annual 
temperature of places with that of the earth : “ Havana, tem- 
perature of the earth, 74.30® ; of the air, 78.12®.” Now, Ha- 
vana and Matanzas are in the same latitude, or nearly so, and 
there can be but little difference between the temperatures at 
the two places. Mr A. Mallary, in this Journal, vol. xxxi. 
p. 289, gives the annual temperature at Matanzas as 77.06®, 
Fahrenheit, which he derives as a mean of the following aver- 
ages of observations: Sunrise 72.17^ 2 P.M. 81,41®, and sun- 
set 77.61® Fahrenheit. Now, a mean of these observations 
would unquestionably give a mean too high by more than a 
.degree, which would reduce the mean to about 76®. My 
friend Mr W. H. Potter has been kind enough to examine the 
temperature of wells, &c., for me, during a residence of a year 
in that island, particularly near Oardanus, in the same latitude 
and near Matanzas, and the observations frequently repeated 
through the year ; and the temperature, apparently invariable 
was 76® Fahrenheit, thus affording a probability, at least, that 
theio also the mean temperatute of the air and of the earth, 
at a certain depth, is the samo. , 

What inferences might not be drawn by travellers in this 
country, pcyrticularly if they belonged to the anti-Huttonian 
school of geologists! I will not go out of my own neighbour- 
hood. The teiAperature of water taken from strata whose 
average depth below the surfdee should be seventy or eighty 
feet, would be found to have at Baton Rouge a temperature 
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of %iboat 64.50® Fahronli^it^. But we »ve informed by the 
tables of the Army Met^relogical Register, that the annual 
moan for that place is $8:07% making a difference of 6.67®. 
Now, we cannot mistrust the accuracy with which the obser- 
vations were noted in this case, nor the correef^bss with which 
the calculations were made ; but there can be no doubt that too 
high a temperature has been obtained for want of attention to 
things generally considered as of minor importances^ and in 
consequence of the too general adoption of methods which 
have been found to give corr^t results in other climates. — 
American Journal of Science and Arts^ fol. xliv., No. 1, p. 60* 


Ohservatiom on tits Temperature and Hygrometric State of the 
Atmosphere of the Island of Barbadoes. By Robeet Law- 
son, Esq., Assistant- Surgeon 47th Regimewt.* Communi- 
cated by the Author. 

Having in the course of service proceeded to the West Indies in the 
beginning of 1841, 1 gladly availed myself of the opportunity to make 
a series of obsejvations on some branches of meteorology, which were 
more immediately within my reach, aiid which seemed likely to be of 
use in elucidating the action of climate on the constitution, believing 
that the results, limited although they be, have an important hearing on 
some of the atmospheric phenomena within tlie tropics, 1 am induced to 
lay them before the public. My attention was chiefly directed to the 
temperature of the atmosphere, the dew point, direction of the winds, 
and portion of the sky obscured by clouds. The observations were 
made three times dally, at 9 a.m., 3 p.m., and 9 p.m., with as' much regu- 
larity as the nature of my duties would permit. They were commenced 
in May 1641, and continued until my return to England in February 

1842. 

Having no data wherewith to reduce the temperatures at the above- 
mentioned hours to the mean of the day, I commenced, in June, a smea 
of .observations of the thermoiiftter every hour between 5 a.m. and 10 p.m. 
(both inclusive), and which I was enabled, with but little interruption, 
to continue to the end of August. From this date, the pressure of duty 

— - ^ ^ ^ " 

* Abstract of a Paper laid before the^Royal Society of Edinburgh, March 7, 

1843. • 
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wa8«iiohjmt0|«ra8it rnymidertaldfig again ihe hourly obaerratio&tt 
oven for a few days* 

The errors of one of the thermometers employed in these observations, 
have been determined with a good deal of care, nearly in the manner 
recommended by Professor Forbes, in a paper embracin^g this subject, 
in the Philosophical Transactions, and those of the others were obtained 
by comparing them with this one. The errors of the register thermome- 
terd ere, 1 believe, known every where to be about the tenth of a degree 
Fahrenheit, and those of the others certainly considerably within that 
quantity. All the observations have been corrected for the errors of the 
corresponding instruments. ^ 

PinRNAL runvc OF TEMPSHATtCflK AT BAllBAl>OKll BTRINO JUKE, JULY, AND AVOUST 1841. 



The following observations were made at St Ann’s; J^arbadoes, wliicli 
lies on the SW. side of the island, in lat. 13® 4' N,, and long. 59® 37' 
W., and is about a mile and a half to the southward of Bridgetown. 
St Ann’s is situated on a pretty extensive flat, resting on one side on 
the sea-shore. It is elevated about 30 feet above the level of the sea, 
and is perfectly open to it from the E.S.E. to the NW. To the north- 
ward and eastward the land rises gradually by a succession of flats to 
a moderate elevation, but does not seem to ofl’er any obstacle to the free 
course of the trade winds. The distance from St Ann’s to the wind- 
ward side of the island, between E. and N.N.E., varies irom 11 to 13 
miles. 

The thermometers were placed on the windward side of a building, in- 
side jealousies, which wore closed so as to prevent the action of reflected 
light or heat, though a current of air at all times passed freely through. 
Outside the jealousies was a wide veranduh, perfectly open to windward, 
which eflTectually screened the instruments from the direct action of the 
sun. The ro^m was occupied as a sleeping apartment, but the jealousies 
to leeward were constantly open, and arrangements were made to admit 
of the tliermometens being <»xposed to a constant current of air from 
without, while the communication pf heat from within was as much di- 
minished as possible. There was never a fire in the room, and lights 
were eiftployed in it only a few minutes at a time, to read oflT the tern- 
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pej*fttur6fl; that notwithstanding these pi!ocautioiis> the temperatixm 
near the hour of tninimum were somewhat affected by the ^ight excess 
Of heat in the room and surrounding materials^ above that of the idr^ 1 
have no doubt ; but am inclined to think that it must be very slight^ 
and will not materially affect the deductions to be drawji from the whole 
body of observations. 

The following observations were made at mean time, as shewn by a 
good watch, the errors and rate of which were found by altitudes of the 
sun once a week. Ever^ observation was made by myself, and I think 
that novtrhere in the hourly observations can the difference, on the mean 
of a month, between the real time of observation and corresponding 
hour, exceed a minute either way. 

# • 

Table L, shewing the means of Temperature for each hourtn the months 
of June, July, and August 1841, at Barbadoes. Also the whole num- 
ber of Observations at each hour, and the corresponding mean Tem- 
peratures for the three months, together with a series of numbers 
calculated on the supposition that the diurnal changes of Tempera- 
ture may be represented by ]>urabolic curves. 



HOUAIY OBflSBVATXOMS. 

In thkeb Months. 

Diff.runue 

Hovji. 

June. 

• _ . 

July. 

August, 

No. of OlK 
servatious 
at each 
hour. 

Mean 
Temp, at 
each hour. 

Tump. Ciil> 
cuJated. 

between 
obsened 
and calou* 
lilted. 

A. St. 5. 

7730 

77r30 

77.32 

77 

77.°31 

77.26 

—*.05 

6. 

77.20 

^ 77.25 

77.31 

85 

77.24 

77.2“! 

+ .00 

7. 

79.10 

’ 78.70 

79.32 


79.08 

79.07 

— .01 

8. 

80.50 


81.37 

84 

80.75 

80.02 

- .13 

0. 

82.03 

81.67 

82.80 

89 

82.17 

81.89 

— .28 

10. 

83.10 

83.60 

83.81 

85 

83.17 

82.88 

— .20 

11. 

84.05 

83.02 

83,95 

73 

83.07 

83.59 

-^•08 

12. 

8i.l5 

8.3.30 

84.20 

71 

83.00 

84.01 

+ .11 

r.M. 1. 

83.03 


84.15 

80 

83.81 

84.15 

+ .34 

2. 

84.30 


84.25 

83 

83.98 

64.03 

+ .05 

3. 

83.00 

ETliB 

83.77 

87 

83.56 

83.60 

+ .10 

4. 

83.17 


83.38 

84 

83.09 

83.05 

— .04 

6. 

82.29 

82.05 

83.14 

81 

82.49 

82.20 

— .29 

0. 

80.82 

80.65 

81.45 

76 

80.04 

81.10 

+ .16 

7. 

80.24 

79.37 

81.15 

86 

79.02 

80.10 

+ .21 

8. 

79.46 

79.28 

79.02 

40 

79.25 

79.63 

+ .38. 

9. 

79.08 

78.68 

TO.8i 

1® 

78.80 

79.18 

+ .32 

10. 

78.80 

78.06 

78.50 


78.09 

78.77 

+ .08 

11. 

12. 

... 

... 



78.41 

78.10 

78.41 

•78.10 


A.M. 1. 

... 


... • 

77.84 

77.84 


2. 

3. 

... 

... 

... 

i 

77.Q2 

77.40 

77.62 

77.46 


4. 

... 


• 

3 

77.34 

77.34 


.Meims. 

81.SS4 

80.878 

81.481 

1426 

80.364 

mammmm m 

80.385* 
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As no ohsem.1^ii«^.waro made from 11 p.m. to 4 a.m., it was necessary 
tlwt this s^otild ^ filled, up^ before tbe mean temperature could be 
found* Sir Savid Brewster had long ago shewn, in the case of the thermo- 
metrical observations at Leith Fort, that the curve of daily temperature 
might be represented^ with considerable accuracy, by parabolic arcs. 
On projecting the above observations, their resembUnoe to parabolic 
curves was sufiiciently obvious, though difibring in their arrangement 
considerably from those at Leith. In the present case, the 10 p.m. 
observation gives a temperature less by O^’.OS only than that obtained by 
calonlation, and the 5 a.m. observation one greater by 0^.05; conse- 
quently, the actual curve of temperature must have crossed that obtained 
by calculation, between 10 p.m. and 5 a.m. ; and it is not likely, that, 
hsfd the observations beda continued at the intermediate hours, the 
resulting tenfperatures would have difiered materially from those af- 
forded by calculation ; and, as any difibrence that may exist between 
the latter and former will afibet the mean temperature, derived from 
the whole observations, by only one-fourth of its amount, I have not 
hesitated to insert them in the above table, in place of actual observa- 
tions, in order to derive from the whole the mean temperature for the 
three montlfs. ‘• 

The mean temperature of June, July, and August 1841, in Barbadoes, 
is thus found to be 80^384 Fab. ; and the diurnal curve of temperature 
crosses it at 7 h. 46 m. a.m., and again at 6 h. 34 m. p.m. The diurnal 
changes of temperature will be readily comprehended by inspecting the 
accompanying drawing, in which the broad horizontal line indicates the 
mean temperature, 80^.364, while the continuous curveif line represents 
the curve, as derived from observation, and the dotted line, the results 
obtained by calculation. The actual curve of temperature presents a 
remarkable depression between mid-day and 2 p.m. This is not acci- 
dental, but is owing to the air, which is in immediate contact with the 
ground, then becoming much heated, which causes it to ascend, when 
its place is supplied by colder air from above. About mid-day, espe- 
cially when afresh trade wind is blowmg, tbe thermometer is in a constant 
state of oscillation from this cause, and it is not unfrequently seen to 
alter even a whole degree in 15 or 20 seconds. 

As the observations on each side of 1 p.m. seem to indicate that as very 
nearly the hour of maximum temperature (supposing the depression in 
the curve above noticed had not existed) of the day, I have in the cal- 
culation assumed it to bo so, and have farther supposed the temperature 
then to be such as would best represent the afternoon portion of the 
curve according to observation, that being the part of the day when the 
danger of error from radiation was least, and the breeze generally 
^strongest. The hoiy which gives the lowest temperature is 6 a.m., 
though the minimum of the 24 hours, during July and August, actually 
occurred about 3h. 45 m, a.m., nearly the time of sunrise. By inspecting 
tbe drawing, it is obvious that those portions of the diurnal curve, ex- 
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tending from 1 p.m. backwards to the hour of mimmumf and from 1 p.m. 
to the point of mean temperature in the evening, and that extending 
from the hour of minimum backwards to the same point, are closely re^ 
presented by the corresponding parabolic ares ; and it is highly probable, 
that, had these obserrations been continued for twelve months, the 
agreement would have been still closer. 

The mean of the 18 hourly observations for tbe three months is 
81^216, which is an excess of the actual mean temperature of the period, 
80^.364, by 0".852. Subtracting this quantity from the mean of the 
observations for each month, the result must be very nearly the mean 
temperature of the corresponding month. By this process;, 80''.442, 
80*^.021, and 80^629, are obtained as tbe mean temperatures of June, 
July, and August respectively. Tbe mean^f these observations at 9 
A.M., 3 P.M., and 9 p.m., for the three months, is in excess of the mean 
temperature of the period by 1^.136 ; and, if tbe mean of tbe observa- 
tions at these hours, for each, be reduced by this quantity, 80^.404, 
80^.054, and 80^.627, are obtained as the mean temperatures for the re« 
Bpective months^temperatures differing so little from those obtained 
from 18 hourly observations, that, for all practical purposes, they may 
be safety substituted. • * 

The observations, of which Table IT. is an abstract, were commenced 
on the 11th May 1841, and were continued till the beginning of Feb- 
ruary 1842. Subsequently to October, I was unable to make the 
observations exactly at the hour ; b\it the deviations having been noted, 
a correction for the moan amount, derived from tbe hourly observations 
in June, &c., bus been applied to the results in the table. The mean de- 
viation in a month nowhere exceeded ten minutes, and no single obser- 
vation W’as made more than thirty minutes from the corresponding hour. 
Notwithstanding the latitude thus taken, the observations at 3 p.m. and 
9 P.M., in the last two months, were frequently omitted, from unavoid- 
able circumstances; but, as in neither case did^ho omission^xceedonc- 
third of the whole number that ought to have been made at 9 p.m., nor 
one fourth of those that ought to have been made at 3 p.m., tbe means 
given in the table, when the great regularity of the atmospheric pheno- 
mena in that climate is considered, will be found not undeserving of 
confidence. From October onwards, the minimum is probably about 
0®.2 Fab. too high. 

The dew point was calculated by Dr Apjohn’s Tables, from indi- 
cations of a wet bulb thermometer. The l^e of elasticity of vapour 
employed was that given in tUe appendix td^t^ie report of the Committee 
of the Royal Society ou Physics and kfi^^orolDgy. In the reduction 
the height of the barometer was uniformly ibisuined to be 30 inches. 
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The means of temperatnre for 9 a. m., 3 p. m., and 9 f. m., in*the above 
table, for nine months, indicate a curve very closely resembling that 
derived from the observations in June, July> and August. The differ-^ 
ences between the temperatures at these hours, for the whole period, 
are rather less than between those for June, &c. ; but as the mean diur- 
nal variation, as shewn by the register thermometers, is iess in the former 
than in the latter case, in almost exactly the same proportion, the dimi- 
nution of the differences between the temperatures at the respective hours, 
the consequence of a somewhat flatter citrve, was to be expected. The 9 
A. M. observation, for the whole period, approaches that of 3 p. m. more 
than, according to the hourly observations, it should do ; but when it is 
recollected, that in the months given in the table, almost the whole of 
those in which the equation of time is additive to mean time, ore in- 
cluded, and in which, consequently, the sun*b hour angle is less, and . 
this heating power in the forenoon greater than indicated by mean time, 
while February and March, during which the equation of time is sub- 
tractive, and reaches its greatest amount, are omitted, there is good 
reason to suppose, that^ had the observations been continued for twelve 
months, the results obtained would have presented a perfectly satis- 
factory agreement with those afforded by the hcJUrly o'hservations. 
These results will, in the absence of more extensive materials, afford 
data, for arriving at a very close approximation to the annual mean 
temperature of Barbadoes, from any series of observations, and they 
will, in all probability, he equally applicable to all the lesser West India 
Islands, and to^lie flat portions of the adjacent coast of South America, 
where the free course of the trade winds is not interrupted by moun- 
tains. 

The dew point ^u the table is calculated from the indications of a 
wet bulb thermometer j to show how far these could be depended ou, 1 
frequently determined the dew point directly, in September and Octo- 
ber, and again in December and January, by cooling a small quantify- 
of water in a piece of common test tube, by powdered nitre, the tem- 
perature of the mixture being obtained, at the moment of deposition of 
dew on the surface of the tube, by a delicate thermometer, with which 
the mixture was constantly stirred until tlie deposition took place. 
This method, with a little management, is capable of great precision. 

During September and October 31, observations of the dew point were 
obtained at 9 a. m., and 2dth at 3 p. m. These, and the corresponding 
results from the >vet bulb theimometer, at the same hours, and on the 
same days, are as under— 

9 A. M. • 3 P. M. 

Dew point calculated, . * . . 73®,44 73®.63 

„ observed, • . * 73 .04 73 .94 


Actual calculated in excess of the dew point, 0®.40 


0®39 
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lo Decenciber and January, only fourteen direct determinations were ob- 
tained at ^ Tbese being treated in the same manner, give the cal- 
Ct^lated de^i^int 66®»13, and "the observed 68®.56, — the former being 
in excess by 0*:27. These experiments made, respectively, when the 
moisture and fitallness of^the atmosphere were greatest, and wlieh. they 
were about least) will give a pretty accurate idea of how far the indlca- 
tions/ofthe wet bulb thermometer maybe depended on in the West 
Indies. 

A BimilaT depression occurs iif the dew point at 3 p. if., in most of the 
mouths; to that already noticed in the temperature of the air about mid- 
day, and which was obviously attributable to the same cause. The 
variations of the dew point from day to day, though “sufficient" marked, 
were never very great; if was always higher with a south-easterly wind 
than with the regular trade, unless immediately after rain ; and when 
the moon's declination was north, the air being' then gcneralJ}" stiller 
than when it was to the south of the equator, the dew point was ui^ually 
considerably above the average for the corresponding month. 

The cloudiness of the sky vtiried considerably yi diherent montlis, and 
scarcely less so at various periods of the same inoutli ; its eflect on the 
temperature, as wils to be expected, and, indeed, as is obvious from the 
table, was very considerable. From tho impossibility of procuring an 
eligible site for a rain-gauge, which, at the same time, might be free 
&om interruption, 1 was unable to form any idea of the quantity that 
fell. The number of days on which it occurred are given in table' "I. ; 
and, though the year was accounted unusually dry, it is found that 
showers, frequently heavy, fell, on the average, every second day. 
Heavy and continuous rain always cam*’ fro n the southward of east ; 
but up to October, when the moon's declination v^s northerly, very 
heavy showers from the E.X.E, or NE. were common. 

The prevailing winds are given in the table, in the order of their pre- 
valence, during each month. The regular trade wind from the E.X.E. 
predominates ; and the others, witli very few exceptions, are but va- 
rieties of it. The generally received explanation of the cause of the 
trade winds is accurate in the main ; but there are several most im- 
jmrtant modifications, which seem to be chiefly owing to the differences 
in the moon’s declination and time of transit, and which, if fairly exar 
mined into, bid fair to throw much light on the origin of, if not actually 
to account for, the phenomena of the West Indian hurricane. 



QuantUy of Salt in Soa-Wattt, at deiemimd by the examiiutl^^ 
ifymimeneetdlected ik a Voyage from SadtkampUm taJSStm 
Vork, By Dr Davbent, F.B.S.» &e. &o. 






PropeHloAorselldlsmt* 
ter in MO grs.obtaiAtfA 

Looaixtt. 

Latxtujds. 

Lokqitodb. 

Sp.gr. of Vater. 

bj evaporation in a 
water^batha 

Ojf Southampton, 

60.54 

1.24 

10S7.00 

19.40 


49.8d 

2.0 

10267*20 

20.4 




4.0 

10269.08 
102^.99 N 

... 




6.36 




50 5 

9.19 

102C0.99 1 

20.95 




12.0 

102C9.99J 




40.34 

12.7 

10270.90 




47.27 

13.35 

10271 .81 \ 




48.50 

I5.;i0 

10271.81 1 

20.9 



48,40 

17.40 

10271.81 J 



■ 

40.46 

17 34 

30272,72 \ 



■ 

44.40 

2015 

10272.72 1 

«>,85 


H 

43.41 

21.42 

10272.72 J 

# ^ 


H 

43.*’ 

24 18 

10275.46 \ 

21.00 

ater taken up du- 

H 

4kk 

28 38 

10276.45 J 

rm^ a voya^ bo- 

1 

43.30 


10374.64 

e« S 

tw ">n Poitsm th 

44 45 

33 J 

10272.72 

• *. 

and New York in 

45 12 

34.5;. 

10273.63 


1837, . 

H 

45.30 

37.3 

10271.81 



H 

46 40 

40.14 

10269.08 


9 

H 

42.49 

45 45 

10272.72 

f 


H 

41.10 

48 23 

10254.52 

• » 1 


1 

41.30 

60,18 

10249 061 

I8.e 


w 

42.30 

52 10 

10249.00/ 



44.0 

63.51 

10249.97 



■ 

42.52 

67.18 

10248 16 



1 

42 52 

57,68 

10249.06 

a . , 


1 

42.35 

62.00 

10254.28 1 

18.7 


■ 

410 

65.43 

10264.28 / 


■ 

40 40 

07.2 i 

10258.34 

• t ■ 


■ 

39 50 

C0.27 

10249.00 



■ 

\39,27 

71.18 

10265.44 

19J2 

Off Sandy Hook, 


... 

10229.04 

... 

Drawn from a depth 
of SO fathoms, 


48.23 

10265.44 

t*' 

Of 100 fathoms, 


67.84 

10273.63 

21.0 

Surface-water near* 
est to above, 



10254.28 

18.7 





2.3 grs. diff. 

• 


The above results indicate a pntty uniform rate cS in* 
oreaso in the saltness of the sea, os we recede from either 
coast. 
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of Spocime^ of Sea- Water^ mUected from different 
. localUiee. By Dr Daubeny, F.E,S., &o. & q . 






Propertlon of solid mat- 
ter in fiOO grs. obtained 

Looalitt* 

LATiTimn. 

1 

XewaiTimx. 

Sp.gr. of Water. 

by evaporation in a 
water-bath. 


/ 28.16 

80.8 

102ri8.16 


Between Charles- 
ton and Havanna, 

f 27.30 
( 24.40 

1 23(28 


10277.27 
10273.63 \ 
10273.63 J 

20.60 


\ 23.16 

* • • 

10276.SS 


Gulf of Mexico be- 

f 24.23 

84.30 

10270.36 

... 

tween Havanna 

< 26.33 

86.47 

10276.46 


and N. Orleans, 

1 28.20 

80.00 

30278.18 

21.1 

Indian Ocean, 

Equator. 

Ditto. 

84.0 E. 

1026.00 

19.00 

Ditto, 

8.16 

1025.90 

19.23 

Ditto, 

Ditto. 

Do.flei>tli 025 ft. 

1027.47 

20.88 

Atlantic Ocean, 

Ditto. 

19.30W. 

1026.70 

19.10 

Baj of Naplbs, < 

4 0.60 

14.16 

1030.00 

22.30 

MarseilleB, 

43.17 

6.22 

1031.00 

23.10 


Dr Daubeny subjoins those obtained some years ago by Dr 

Maroet, as reported in the Philosophical Transactions, viz.: — 

m ‘ 


Locality. 

LATXTUnX. 

LONGlTCnX.j 

Sp.gr.ofWafcr. 

Proportion of solid mat- 
tor in bOO grs. obtained 
by evaporation in a 
water-balli. 

Atlantic Ocean, 

Equator. 

23,0 W. 

1027.86 

19.6 

South Atlantic, 

21.0 

0.0 

1028.10 

20.6 

North Atlantic, 

26.30 

32.30 

1028:86 

21.3 


JVom Jowrnal of a Towr through the United States and in Canada^ 
made during the years ISST-SS, by Charles Daubeny, M,D,, FM.S^tde. 
dfc. JMnted for private circulation. 
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Histcrical Notices in regard to the dUtimtion of Nerpes and 
Nervom Filaments into Motive and Sensitive ; and M regard 
to the peculiarity of function^ and absolute isolation^ of the 
ultimate Nervous Filaments. By Sir Willxajk Hamilton, 
Bart. 

TO PROFESSOR JAMESON, 


My Dxab Sib, — A& I see that public iuterest is again turned towards 
Sir Charles Bell's great discovery regarding the functions of the nervous 
system, I send you a note, belonging to a forthcoming philosophical 
work, and containing a summary of what I have noticed touching the 
history of physiological discovery in this relation. If you think it of 
any value, you ore weloomo to make whatever use of it for your Journal 
you may think fit. 

I remain, my Dear Sir, with great regard, ever truly yours. 


Ebinburoh, May 31. 1843. 


W. Hamilton, 


The important discovery of Sir Charles Bell, that the spinal nerves 
are the organs of motion through their anterior roots, of sensation 
through their posterior; and the recognition by recent physiologists, 
that each ultimate nervous dlament is distinct in function, and runs 
isolated from its origin to its termination these are only the last of a 
long series of pluvious observations to the same effect,— observations, in 
regard to which (as may be inferred from the recent discussions touch- 
ing the history of these results) the medical world is, in a great measure, 
uninformed. At thS same time, as these are the physiological facts 
with which psychology is principally interested ; as a contribution to-: 
wards this doctrine and its history, 1 shall throw together a few notices, 
which have, for the most part, fallen in my way when engaged ii^ re- 
searches for a different purpose. 

1. The cases of poridysis without narcosis (stupor), and of narcosis 
without paralysis — for the ancient propriety of these terms ought to be 
observed — ^that is, the cases in which either motion or sensibility, exclu- 
sively, is lost, were too remarkable not to attract attention even ^rom 
the earliest periods ; and at the same time, too peremptory not to nje- 
cessitato the conclusion, that ^le several phenomena are, either the 
functions of different organs, or, if of the same, at least regulated by 
different conditions. Between these alternatives all opinions on the 
subject are divided ; and the former was the first, as it* has been the 
last, to be adopted. « • 

No sooner had the nervous system been recognised as the ultimate 
organ of the animal and vital functions, and the intracranial medulla or 
encephalos is a modem misnomer) ascertained to be ita 
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ceVLtase^ than Bihf^siSTitATus proceeded to appropriate to di^erent parts of 
that organism the fhnciions which, along with HerophUns, he had dis- 
tingnished, of sensibility and voluntary motion. He placed the source 
^■< 7 ^ the ;6^rmer in the meninges or membranes, of the latter in the sub- 
stahoe^ of the enoephalos in general that is, of the BxaiB-proper and 
After-brain or Cerebellum. And while the nerves were, mediately or 
Immediately, the prolongations of these, he viewed the nervous mem- 
" branes as the vehicle of sensation, the ne^ous substance as the vehicle 
.of motion. (Rufus Ephesius, L. i. c. 22 ; L, ii. cc.. 2, 170 ^his theory, 
which is remarkable, if for nothing else, as maplfesting the tendency 
from an early period to refer the phenomena of motion *and sensation to 
distinct parts of the nervous organism, has not obtained the attention 
wHch^it even intrinsically merits. In modern times, indeed, the same 
opinion has been hassled, even to my fortuitous knowledge, at least 
, thrice. ESrstly by Fernelius (1550, Physiologia, L,v. cc. 10, 14 ;) secondly 
by Rosetti (1722, Raccolta d’Opuacoli, &c., t. v. p. 272 sq. ;} thirdly by 
Xe Oat (1740, Traits des Sensations, CEuv. Phys. t..ivP> 124, and Diss. 
8ur la Sensibiiite des. Meninges, § i.) By each of these the hypothesis is 
adv|inced as original. In the two last this is not to be marvelled at ; 
hut it is siirprisfng how the opinion of Erosistratus could have escaped 
the erudition of the first. 1 may observe, tliat Eraslstratus also antici- 
pated many recent physiologists in the doctrine, that the intelligence of 
man, jond of animals in general, is always in proportion to the depth 
and number of the cerebral convolutions, that is, in the ratio of the ex- 
tent of cerebral surface, not of cerebral mass. 

The second alternative was adopted by Galen, wh while he refutes, 
apparently misrepresents, the doctrine of Erasistratus ; for Eraslstratus 
did not, if we may cre^t Rufus, an older autlq>Ti^ than Galen, derive 
the nerves from the membranes of the encephalos, to the exclusion of 
its substance ; or if Galen be herein, correct, this is perhaps the early 
doctrine which Erasistratus is by him said in his maturer years to have 
abandoned a. doctrine, however, which, under modifications, has in 
modern times found supporters in Rondelotius and others. (Laurentii 
Hist. Anat. L.iv. qu. 13.)— Recognising, what has always indeed been 
• done, the contrast of the two phenomena of sensibility and motion, 
Galen did not, however, regard them as necessarily the products of dis- 
.itipet parts of the nervous system, although, de fiicto, different parts of 
that system were often subservient to their manifestation. As to the 
problem — ^Do the nerves perform them double function by the convey- 
ance of a corporeal fluid, or through the irradiation of an immaterial 
power ?— C^en seems to vacillaie ; for texts may be adduced in favour 
of each alt^ative. He is i^ot always consistent in the shares which 
he assigns to the^ieart andito the brain, in the elabo^’^tio^ the animal 
spirits ; nor is he even uniform ii\ maintaining sl <tisciimination of origiu, 
between the anim&l spirits and the vitals Degrading the membranes to 
mere bnyelopments^ he limits evfry peculiar , func^on of the nervous or- 
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ganism'^ tb the enveloped 'eubstanoe of tlie brain> the affcer^taMj tW 
eptnal chord and nerves. But as the animal fimnlty is bnO/and ite 
proximate vehicle^ the animal spirits, is homogeneous; HO the nervous or 
cerebral subatance which conducts these spirits is in its own nature 
uniform, and indifferently competent to either funOtioiu; it being de- 
pendent *upon two accidental circum6tancc$y whether this rabstance con- 
duce to motion, to sensation, or to motion and sensation together. 

The first circumstance is the degree of hardneee in eoftnea ; a nerve 
being adapted to motion, or to sensation^ in"' proportion as it possesses 
the former quality or the latter. Nerves extremely soft are exclusively 
competent to sensation; Nerves eH^tremely hard are pre-eminently, but 
not exclusively^ adapted to motion $ fbr ho nerve is wholly destitute of 
the feeling of touch. The soft nerves, short and straight in their course, 
arise from the anterior portion of the enceph*'1bB (the Brain proper ;) 
the hard, more devious in direction, spring from the posterior pb:rtion 
of the brain where it joins the spinal chord (Medulla oblongata?) the 
spinal chord being a continuation of the After-brain, from which no 
nerve immediately arises ; the hardest originate from the spinal chord 
itself, more especially towards its inferior extremity. ^ ne];^e soft in 
its origin, and therefore fitted only for sense, may, however, harden in 
its progress, and by this change becomeHiuitable for motion. 

The second circumstance is the fart to which a nerve is sent ; the 
nerve being sensitive or motive as it terminates in an organ of sense, or 
in an organ of motion — a muscle ; every part being recipient only of 
the virtue appro]priate to its special function. 

This theory of Galen is inadequate to the pheenomena. For, though 
loss of motion without loss of sense may thus be accounted for, on 
the supposition that She innervating force is reduced so low as not to 
radiate the stronger influence required for movement, and yet to radiate 
the feebler influence required for feeling, still this leaves the counter 
case (of which, though less frequently occurring, Galen has himsdf 
recorded some illustrious examples) not only unexplained, but even ren- 
ders it inexplicable. In this theory Galen is, likeivise, not always con- 
sistent with himself. The distinction of hard and soft, as corresponding 
with the distinction of motory and sensitive nerves, thougih true in 
general, is, on his own admission, not absolutely through-going. (1 
must observe, however, that, among other recent anatomists; this is 
maintained by Albinus, Malacame, and Beil.) And to say nothing of 
other vacillations, Galen> who in one ^htence, in consistency with his 
distinction of cerebral and (mediately^ cerebellar nerves, is forced to 
accord exclusively to those of the Hpine the function of motion; in 
another finds himself compelled, in suSlbiBShiU to the notorious fact, to 
extend to theise nerves the function o^*^enBaiion* likewise. But if 
Galen’s theory be inadequate to their sblution, it never leads Min to 
overlook, to dissemble, or to distort, phenomena themselves ; and 
with these no one was ever more fiuhlliiifly acquainted. So marvdlbUi^ 
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indtfed^ is his minute knowledge of the distribution and fanctions of the 
several nerves^ that it is hardly too mueh to assert^^ that, with the en« 
cefxtion of a few minor particulars, his pathological anatomy of the 
flexions tjTstem is practically on a level with the patholo^cal anatomy 
the present -day. (Be Usu Partium, I 7, v. 9, 7, 14, viiL a, 6, 10, 
19, ix. 1, xii. 10, 11, 15, xiu. 8, xvi. 1, S, 5, SCVii. 2, 3.— Be Causis 
SJjmipt. i. 5.— Be Motu Muse. 1. 13.— Be Anat. Adm. vii. 8. — Ars 
Parva, 10, ll.^Be Locis AfT. 1, 6, 7j 12, iil 6, 12* — ^De Dlss. Nerv. 1. 
-^Dc Plac. Hipp. et Plat. ii. 12, vH. 3, 4, 5, 8.) 

2. The next step was not made until the middle of the fourteenth oen- ' 
tury, subsequent to Galen’s death ; when RoNnxiiXrius (c. 1550,) reason- 
ing fi'om the phmuomena of paralysis and stupor, enounced it as an ob- 
servation never previously made, that “ All nerves, from their origin in 
the brain, are, oven in fte spinal marrow itself, isolated frinn each other. 
The cause of paralysis is therefore not so much to be sought for in the 
spinal marrow as in the encephalic heads of the nerves ; Galen himself 
having, indeed, remarked, that paralysis always supervenes when the 
origin of the nerve is obstructed or diseased.” (Curandi Methodus c. 32.) 

This observation did not secure the attention which it deserved ; and 
some thirty years later (1595,) another French physiologist, another 
celebratod professor in the same* university with Rondelct, I mean Lau- 
RKNTiufil of Montpellier, advanced this very doctrine of his predecessor, 
tin “ a new and hitherto unheard-of observation.’' ■ This anatomist has, 
however, the merit of first attempting a sensible demonstration of the 
fact, by resolving, under water, the spinal cord into itstconstituent lila- 
mcflits. This new and admirable observation,” he says, ** explains one 
of the obscurest problems of nature ; why it is that from a lesion, say of 
the cervical medulla, the motion of the thigh may 1% lost, while the mo- 
tioDS of the arms and thorax shall remain entire.” In the second edition 
of his Anatomy, Dulautena would seem, however, less confident, not 
only of the absolute originality, but of the absolute Hoouracy of the ob- 
servation. Nor does he rise above the Galenic doctrine, that sensibility 
and motion may be transmitted by the same fibre. In fiict, rejecting 
tbe discrimination of hard and soft nerves, he abolishes even the acci- 
dmitfd distinction which had bemi recognised by Galen. (Compare Hist. 
Aiiat.‘i later editions, iv. c. 18, qq. 9, 10. 11 i x. c. 12, with the relative 
jdaees in the first.) 

0. Tbe third step was accomplished by VAaoLLius, (1572)^ Who shewed 
GaleiL to be mistaken in bolding that tbe spinal chord is a continuation 
of the After-brain alone. He demonstrated against all previous anato- 
mists, that this chord is made up of four columns, severally arising from 
four encephalic roots ^ two roots or trunks from the Bmin-proper being 
prolonged into iU interior, a^d two from the After-brain into its poste- 
rior columns. (Anatomia, L. Hi ; Pc Nervis Opticis Bptstolm.) 

At the Same time, the fact wsS signalized by otb«p contemporary ana- 
tomists tas CoiTia, 1572, Laurrntius, 1595), that the spina} nerves arise 
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by ddubto roots ; one set of filaments emerf^g fipom the anteriofi, 
other from ihe posterior^ portion of the chord. It wos in general nqtioed« 
too (as by CoitsB, and 0. Baohinos, 1590), that these filaments^ on isstif 
ing ftom the Ohord, passed into a knot or ganglion ; bat, strange to say, 
it was reserved for the second Monro (1783), to record tlys special obseir- 
vation, that this ganglion is limited to the fibres of the posterior root 
alone. 

Such was the state of anatomical knowledge touching tine pmntr at the 
close of the sixteenth century ; and it may now seem marvellous, that, 
aware of the independence of the motory and sensitive functions,«-«ware 
that of these functions the cerebral nerves were, in general, limited to one, 
while ^he spinal nerves were competent to both, — aware that the spinal 
nerves, the nerves of double function, emerged by double root| and texmi;* 
nated in a twofold distribution, ^and, finally, aware that each nervous fila^ 
ment ran distinct from its peripheral extremity through the spinal chord to 
its central origin i — aware, 1 say, of all these correlative facts, it may now 
seem marvellous that anatomists should have stopped short, should not 
have attempted to lay fact and fact together, should not have surmised that 
in the spinal nerves dificrence of root is correspondent with di^erence of 
function, sliould not have instituted experiments, and anticipated by two 
centuries the most remarkable physiologicaldiscovery of the present day. 
But our wonder will be enhanced, in finding the most illustrious of ^he 
more modem schools of medicine teaching the same doctrine in greater 
detail, and yet never proposing to itself the question^-May not the double 
roots correspondjvith the double function of the spinal nerves ? Butso has 
it been with all the most momentous discoveries. When Harvey pro- 
claimed the circulation of the blood, he only proclaimed a doctrine u«- 
cessitated by the dJacovery of the venous valves ; and the Newtonian 
theory of. the heavens was but a final generalization prepared by fore- 
gone observations, and even already partially enounced. 

The school 1 refer to is that of Leyden**— the school of Boerhaave and his 
disciples^^BoERHAAVK held with Willis that the brain-proper is the orgdft 
of animality ; a distinct port thereof being destin^ to eadi of its two 
functions, sense and voluntary motion ; — ^tbat the Aftor-brain is the organ 
of vitality, or the involuntary motions and that the two eno^halioorr 
gans are prolonged, the formerintotheanterior,thelatter ibid the ptHiteviof', 
columns of the spinal chord. In his doctrine, all nerves are eomporite, 
ing made up of fibrils of a tenuity, not only beyond our means of obser* 
vation, but almost beyond our capacity of imaginatiotij Some nervettafe 
homogeneous, their constituent filaments being either for a certain kind 
of motion alone, or for a certain kind of sensation alone ; o^ers are he** 
terogeneous, their constituent fibrils being some for iiiotioD> some for 
sensation ; — and of this latter class are the nerves which issue from the 
spine. On Boerhaave’s doctrine, hovtever, the spinal nerves, in so iiaras 
they arise from the anterior Golumn, are nerves both of sensation ahd 
voluntary motion— of animtdHy ; in so far as they arise from the pbsterior 
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€iiAvLTau\ nex^j^ <if involuntary moHdn— of vitaltfey» A hoiuo^oncoiiB 

natvo dc^i n.t>f, ai|i a totality^ perform a jaingloofiKaa » elementary 
:0>HI'o£ T^Mch it ii composed runs from first to last Elated firom every 
other> and kat its separate sphere of exercise. As many distinct Spheres 
of sensatmn and motion j so many distinct nervous origins and termina- 
tions j and as many diflferent points of local termination In the body, so 
many difihrent points of local origin in the bxidn. The Bensorium Com- 
in'une) the centre of sensation and motion^ ts not therefore an Indivisible 
point, not even an undivided place ; it Is^ mi the contrery> the aggregate of 
as many places (and milfions of millions theremay bo) as^there are encepha- 
lic origins bf nervous fibrils. No nerv^ therefore, in propriety of speech, 
^ves 6£f a branch; their sheaths of dufalmater alone are ramified; and 
:ihere is no intercourse, no sympa^y between the eletacntaty fibrils, ex- - 
cept throng the sensorium commune. l.'1mt the nerves are made up of 
fibrils is shewn, though inadequately, by various anatomical processes ; 
^and fiiat these fibrils are destined for distinct and often dilferent purposes, 
,if maliifosted by the pbsenomena of ^sjoined paralysis and stnpor. (De 
Mbrbis Nervorum I^SslectibneSj by Van Eema, pp. 261, 496-427# 696, 
Vlfi-TlTt^^Con^are Kaau B6et^ave, Impetum Faoiens, § 197-200.) 

The dev^oped doctrine of Boerhaave on this point is to be sought for, 
neither Jn his Aphorisms, nor in his Institutions and his Prelections on 
thfi Institutions— the more prominent works fo vthich his illustrious dis- 
oiples,Hau.Ba and Yam Swibtbn, appended respectively a commentary.— 
Ctf these, file latter adopts, but does not advance, the doctrine of his 
. master.. {Ad Aph. 701^'7ll# 774, 1067, 1060.)— The jj^mier, who, in his 
Subsequent writings, silently abandoned the opinion, that sensation and 
motion are conveyed by different nervous fibrils, in two unnoticed pas- 
sages of his annotations on Boerhaave (1740), propounds it as a not im- 
probable conjecture— fiiat a total nerve may contain within its sheath .a 
complement of motory and of sensitive tubules, distinct in their origin, 
transit, and dislribufion, but which at their peripheral extremity com- 
municate; the laitm*, like veins, carrying the spirits back to the brain, 
wbich the former had, like arteries, carried out. (Ad Boerh. Instit. § 
88S,ii.2,§ 298,n«2.) . 

Ihe doctrineeff the school of Leyden, on ibis point, was, however, still 
ascre articulately evolved by the younger (Bernard Siegfried) Aloinus ; 

in any of his published works, but to the prelections be delivered for 
many yasirsi, in that university, on Fhyriology. a copy in my pos- 

, sesrion ofhis dictate to this course, very tolly taken^ after the middle of 
the century, by William 'Srant (of Bothiemurchus), subsequently a 
distinguished meificifi.author anfi practical physl^ton in London, comi>«»^< 
ed with enolhm very accurate copy of these dictate, token by an ano/iv ^ 
mous writor, to tto JW l?tt j am enabled, to/present the followh.g 

general ^bstraqt of the. itootome, taught by anatomist, 

though obliged to retrench both t^epecial Coms^ and jibe reasoning in 
detail Ky iltostmtod .Kfid con&mtMli^; . 



Thenerves lu&ve » trip to destiaatlon as they minister ,(1.) to Toluntivy 
roottoti^{9.) to eeiUMtito% (3.) to tbe ^tal energies— secretion, digestion, 
&c. Albinus seems to acquiesce in the dqptrine^ .that l^ie Brain-pro;^r is 
tbe ultimate, organ of the first mid second function^ j^the ^ter'^brain, of 
the third. - ♦ ' 

Nerves, again, are of two kinds. They are either such in which each 
ultimate fibril remains isolated in. fdnotion from centre tp periphery (the 
cerebro-i^inal nerves) j or. such in which these, are mutually^ confluent 
(tbe sympathetic or ganglionic nerves.) , - 

To speak only of the cerebm-spinal nerves/^and of these only in reUir 
tion to the functio^ns of motion and sensation ;>«^they are to be distto-* 
guished into three qlasses aocm'ding as destined^ (1.) to sense, (2.) to ms^ 
tion r (3.) to both , motion and sensation . Bxamples — of the fii^ olassa^ 
the olfactory, the optic, tho .auditory, of which lant he considers the pox|io 
mollis and the portio duris to he, in propriety, distinct nerves ; — of the 
second class, are the large portion of those.passing . to mus^fles, as the 
fourth' and sixth pairs ; of the third class, are the three lingual nerve#, 
especially the ninth pair, fibrils of which he had. frequently traced, part* 
ly to the muscles, partly to the gustatory papiltes of the tongue^ and 
the 'Subcutaneous nerves, which are seen to give oflp branches, firsts 10 the 
muscles, and thereafter to the tactile papillm of tbe skin. The neri^ous , 
fibres whi(fli minister to motion are distinct in origin, in transit, in ter* 
mination, from those which minister to sensation. This is manifest in 
the case of those nerves which run from their origin in separate sheaths, 
either to an org^ of sense (as the olfiictory and optic), or to an organ 
of motion (as the fourth and sixth pairs, which go to tlie muscles of the 
eye ) ; but it is equally, though not so obtnisively, true, in the case 
where a nerve giveseofF branches portly to muscles, partly to the cuta* 
neous papillm. < In this latter case, the nervous fibrik oi fistuloe are, from 
their origin in the medulla oblongata to their final termination in the 
skin, perfectly distinct. The medulla oblongata is a continuation of the 
encephalos, made up of two columns from the Brain-proper, and of two 
columns from the After- brain. Immediately or mediately, it is the origin, 
as it is the oi^an, of all the nerves. And in both respects it is double : 
for, one part, the organ of sense, afibrds an origin to the sensitive fibrils, 
whilst anotiier, the organ of motion^ does the same bytiie inetory. In 
their progress, indeed, after passing out, the several fibrils, whether 
homogeneous or not, are so ooidoined by the iuvesttog membranes' US' to 
exhibit tbe appearance of a singlemerve but when they approach' 
destination they Beparate> those for motibn ramifying throngh the mus- 
4*1.63, those Ibr sensation going io ths^outanebus papillm o| other organs 
y f i^ense. , Examples of this are the ntoth the fibres of 

wliich (against more modern anatomiits) he bolds to arise by a doable 
origin in tbe medulla, and whldi,. after running in the same sbeatii, 
sopaxate according^ to their different functions and destinationaj^-Hahd 
in the seventh pair, the hardAnd sofr pori&ous of w^itohure r^eCtirely 
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for motion and for aenaatlon^ though these portions, he elsewhere main- 
tains, ought rather to be considered as two distinct nerves than as the 
twofold constituents of one. 

The proof of this is of various kinds. — In the first place, it is a theory 
forced upon uai^by the phenomena ; for only on this supposition can we 
account for the following facts : — (1.) That we have distinct sensations 
transmitted to the brain from didbrent parts of the same sensitive organ 
(as the tongue) through which the same total nerve is diffused. (2.) 
That we can send out from the brain a motive influence to one, nay, 
sometimes to a part of one, muscle out of a plurality, among which the 
same total nerve (^. g, the iechiatic) is distributed. (3.) That sometimes 
a part is either, on the one hand, paralysed, without anj’ loss of sensi- 
bility, or, on the other, stupifled, without a diminution of its mobility. 

In the second place, we can demonstrate the doctrine, proceeding both 
from centre to periphery, and from periphery to centre. Though ulti- 
mately dividing into filaments beyond our means of observation, wo can 
still go far in following out a nerve both in its general ramifleations, and 
hi the special distribution of its filaments, for motion to the muscles and 
for sensation to the skin, &c. ; and how far soever we are able to carry 
our investigation, we always find the least fibrils into which we succeed in 
. analyzing a nerve, equally distinct and continuous as the chord of which 
they were constituent. And again, in following back the filaments of 
motion from the muscles, the filaments of sensation from the skin, we 
find them ever collected into larger and larger bundles within the same 
sheath, but never losing their individuality, never fusedjtogether to form 
the substance of a larger chord. The nerves are thus not analogous to 
arteries, which rise from a common trunk, convey a common fluid, di- 
vide into branches all similar in action to each other and to the primary 
trunk. For every larger nerve is only a complement of smaller nerves, 
and every smallest nerve only a fasciculus of nervous fibrils ; and these 
not only numerically diflerent, but often diflering from each other in the 
character of their functions. 

In the third place, that in the nerves for both motion and sensation are 
enveloped distinct nerves or fibrils for those several functions — this is 
an inference supported by the analogy of those nerves which arc motive 
or sensitive exclusively. And in regard to these latter, it becomes im^ 
possible, in some cases, to conceive why a plurality of nerves should 
have been found necessary, as in the case of the two portions of the 
seventh pair, in reality distinct nerves, if we admit the supposition that 
each nerve, each nervous fibril, is competent to the double office. 

In the /owrff place, the two species of nerve are distinguished by a 
difierence of structure. For he maintains the old Galenic doctrine, that 
• the nerves of motioffare, as compared with those of sensation, of a harder 
and more fibrous texture, a diversity which he does not confine to the 
homogeneous nerves, but extends to the counter filaments of the hetero- 
geneous.* This opinion, in modem times, by the majority surrendered 
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rather than refuted, has been also subsequently maintained by a small 
number of the most accurate anatomists^ as'Malacame and Reil ; and to 
this result the recent observations of Ehrenberg and others seem to tend. 
(See Memoirs of the Berlin Academy for 1836, p. 605, sq. ; Mueller's 
Pliys. p. 598.) , 

Finalhj, to the objection — Why has Nature not, in all cases as in some, 
enclosed the motive and the sentient fibrils in distinct sheaths ? — as an- 
swer, and fifth argument, he sliews, with great ingenuity, that nature 
does precisely what, in the circumstances, always afibrds the greatest 
security to both, more especially to the softer, fibrils ; and ho might have 
added, as a sixth reason and second answer-— with the smallest expendi- 
ture of means. 

The subtilty of the nervous fibres is much greater than is commonly 
suspected ; and there is probably no point of the ^ody to which they are 
not distributed. What is the nature of their peripheral terminations it 
is, however, difficult to demonstrate ; and the doctrines of Euysch and 
Malpighi in this respect are, as he shews, unsatisfiictory. 

The doctrine of Albinus, indeed, of the whole school of Boerhaave, in 
regard to the nervous system', and, in 2 >articular, touching the distinc- 
tion and the isolation of the^ultimate nervous filaments, seems, during a 
century of interval, not only to have been neglected, but absolutely for- 
gotten ; and a counter opinion of the most erroneous character, with 
here and there a feeble echo of the true, to have become generally pre- 
valent in its stead. For, strange to say, this very doctrine, is that re- 
cently promulgated as the last consummation of nervous physiology by 
the most illustrious physiologist in Europe. That the primitive fibres 
of all the cerebro-spinnl nerves are to be regarded as isolated and dis- 
. tinct from their originito their termination, and as radii issuing from the 
axis of the nervous system,” is the grand result, as stated by liiraself, of 
the elaborate researches of Johann Mueller ; and to the earliest dis- 
covery of this general fact he carefully vindicates his right against other 
contemporary observers, by stating that it had been privately communi- 
cated by him to Van der Kolk, of Utrecht, so long ago as the year 1830 
(Phys., p. 596-603.) 

In conclusion, I may observe fhat it is greatly to be regretted that 
these prelections of Albinus were never printed. They present not 
only a full and elegant digest of all that was known in physiology at the 
date of tlieir delivery (and Albinus was celebrated for the uncommon 
care which he bestowed on the composition of his lectures) ; but they 
likewise contain, perdue, many original views, all deserving of attention, 
and some which have been subsequently reproduced to the.no small co- 
lobrity of tlieir second authors. The speculation, for example, of John 
Hunter and Dr Thomas Young, in regard^ to the sdf-contractile pro 
perty of the crystalline lens is here anticipated : and that pollucidity and 
fibrous structure are compatible, shewn by the analogy of those gelati- 
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nous mollusca, the medasoD or sea-blubbers^ which are not more remark- 
able for thei^ transparency than for their contractile and dilative powers. 

4. As I have already noticed, the celebrity of the Leyden School, far 
from commanding acceptance, did not oven secure adequate attention to 
the doctrine 6f its illustrious masters ; and the Galenic theory, to which 
Haller latterly adhered, was, under the authority of Cullen and the 
Monros, that which continued to prevail in this country, until after the 
commencement of the present century. Here another step in advance 
was then made by Mr Alexandbu Walkeb, an ingenious physiologist of 
£)dihburgh ; who, in 1809, first started the prolific notion, that in the spinal 
nerves the filaments of sensation issue by the one root, the filaments of 
motion by the other. His attribution of the sevoral functions to the se- 
veral roots — sensation to the anterior, motion to the posterior — with 
strong presumption in its favour from general analogy, and its confor- 
mity with the tenor of all previous, and much subsequent, observation, 
is, however, opposed to the stream of later and more precise experiment. 
Anatomists have been long agreed that the anterior column of the spinal 
marrow is in continuity with the brain-proper, the posterior, with the 
after-brain. To say nothing of the Galenic doctrine, Willis and the 
School of Boerhaave had referred the automatic, Hoboken and Pouteau 
the automatic and voluntar)”, motions to the cerebellum. liatterly, the 
experiments of Eolando, Flourens, and other physiologists, would shew 
that to the after-brain belongs tbe power of regulated or voluntary mo- 
tion ; while the parallelism which 1 have myself detected, between the 
relative development of that part of the encophalos in ^uug animals and 
their command over the action of their limbs, goes, likewise, to prove 
that such motion is one, at least of the cercbellic functions. (See Monro’s 
Anatomy of the Brain, 1831, p. 4-9.) In contending, therefore, that 
the nervous filaments of sensation ascend in the anterior rachitic column 
to the brain-proper, and the nervous filaments of motion in the posterior, 
to the ofteT’brain, Mr Walker originally proposed, and still maintains, 
the alternative which, independently of precise experiment, had the 
greatest weight of general probability in its favour. (Archives of Science 
for 1809 ; The Nervous System, 1834, p. 50, sq.) 

5. In ISII, Sir Charles Bell, holding always the connection of the 
brain-proper with the anterior, of the after-brain with the posterior, co- 
lumn of the spinal chord, proceeding, however, not on general proba- 
bilities, but on experiments expressly instituted on the roots themselves 
of the spinal nerves, Wirst advanced the counter doctrine, that to the fila- 
ments ascending by the posterior roots belongs exclusively the function 
of sensation and thereafter, hut still, as is now clearly proved, previ- 
ously to any other physiologist, he further established, by a most inge- 
nious combination vof special analogy and experiment, the correlative 
fact, that the filaments descending by the anterior roots are the sole 
vehicles of voluntary motion. These results, confirmed as they have 
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been by the principal physiologiete tbrongliout Europe, eecm now placed 
above the rlek of refutation. It gtill, however, remains to reconcile tlie 
seeming structural connexion, and the manifest functional, opposition of 
the after-brain and posterior rachitic column ; for the decussation in the 
medulla oblongata, observed, among others, by Rolando and Solly, 
whereby the cerebellum and anterior column are connected, is appa- 
rently too partial to reconcile the discordant phenomena. (Bell's Ner- 
vous System ; Shaw's Narrative ; Muller's Physiology, &.c.) 


Notice of the Discovery of a nearly complete Skeleton of the 
Zygodon of Owen (Basilosaurus of Harlan') in Alabama. 
By S. B. Buckley, A. M. 

Some years ago a few imperfect vertebne of this animal were sent to 
Philadelphia, which were found near the Wachita River in Louisiana. 
These were described by Dr Harlan in 1834, and referred to a lost gepus 
of the Saurian order. From the great size of the bones, he called it the 
Basilosaurus. Subsequently Harlan obtained other boiibs of *his Basilo- 
saurus, which were found on the plantation of Judge Creagh, of Clark 
County, Alabama, and forwarded to Philadelphia by that gentleman. 
These were one or two fragments of the jaws with teeth, of which the 
upper portion was broken off and lost, also pieces of ribs, with some 
other long bones belonging to its paddles, and several vertebr® with the 
processes broken*off. These Harlan also described in the ** Transactions 
of the American Philosophical Society." Part of these bones were taken 
by Harlan to Lond<yi, where they were pronounced by Owen, from a 
microscopical examination of the teeth, to belong to a genus of mammalia 
between the Saurians and Cetacea. He named it the Zygodon, in allu- 
sion to the curious form of the molar teeth. 

Our skeleton was discovered on the plantation of Judge Creagh, the 
same gentleman who forwarded the bones already noticed to Harlan, and 
from the same neighbourhood in which those were obtained. The en- 
tire vertebral column is nearly perfect, except two or three of the cervi- 
cal, which are much broken, and it is possible that others from the same 
part of the skeleton are lost, since the vertebr® near the head were dis- 
jointed and scattered over a surface of several feet, but the remaining 
portion of the vertebral column was in an almost unbroken series to the 
extreme tail. The entire length of the sheleton, including the head, ie nmrhj 
seventy feet I Some of the ribs must have been upwards of six feet 
in length, but of these we only have fragments, including their ex- 
tremities and central parts. We have alao other long bones belonging 
to its paddles, as the animal was p^bably an inliabitant of tMc water. 
These are small in proportion to the size of the other bones. The prin- 
cipal organ of locomotion of the animal seems to have been its taM, which 
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is short and thick. Many of the dorsal vertebnn are sixteen or eighteen 
inches long, and upwards of twelve inches in diameter. The transverse 
processes are from throe to six inches long. The spinal and also the la- 
teral processes ore of about the same length. These last three arc united 
at the base, whore they form an arch through which the spinal marrow 
ran. This nreh, with the lateral and spinal processes, is easily detached 
from the main body of the vertebne. The head is much broken, yet we 
have portions of both jaws with the teeth inserted in nearly a perfect 
state. The molar teeth are inserted into separate cavities of the jaw by 
two long roots. The upper portion of these teeth is somewhat hastate, 
with large and rather blunt serratures on .the lower part of the anterior 
and posterior margins, as in those of the Iguanodon. The average longer 
diameter of a section of the molar teeth is about four and a half inches. 
Tlie anterior teeth have a single r<mt, arc sharp-pointed, conical, slightly 
curved, and laterally compressed; the transverse section parallel to the 
base forming an ellipse. The length of the anterior toeth, including the 
root, is five or six inches, and the longest diameter nearly two inches. 
The form of the molar teeth* is so peculiar that it is impossible to give a 
cteect idea of them without the aid of plates. 

The Zygodo^u or Bnsilosaurus was imbedded in a marly limestone soil. 
The upper portion, to the depth of one or two feet, is a rich black vege- 
table mould. Beneath this is a yellowish white marl, yielding easily to 
the mattock, and containing few organic remains. Most of the bones 
were in this mt^rl from one to six tbet beneath the siirhicc. At the depth 
of about six feet is a green sand or marl resembling the green sand of 
New Jersey, and containing few organic remains, Th© vertebral column, 
as has been before remarked, lay in an almost unbroken series from the 
head to the extreme tail, and appeared to occupy the phieo upon which 
the animal died. The bones are more or less fossilized, having lost nearly 
all the animal matter, and been penetrated by carbonate of lime. Yet 
a large portioii of their surface retains the smooth and ordinary appear- 
ance of bone. The enamel of the teeth is also retained. Numerous sharks’ 
teeth and shells arc scattered over the surface, or imbedded in the soil. 
The most common of the fossils are several species of the genera Ostrea, 
Exogyra, Pecten, Echinus, Conus, and Scutella. The rocks of the im- 
mediate vicinity arc limestone, which is sometimes as white and nearly 
as soft as clialk, but destitute of flints or organic remains. This variety 
is often sawed into blocks and used for building chimneys. The yock 
partly surrounding the field in which our bones were discovered, is a 
white limestone filled with nummulites. The grey limestone, with more 
or less prganic remains, is the prevailing rock of the immediate neigh- 
bourhood. ‘These limestones often present an almost perpendicular 
escarpment of rock, sometimes in the form of little islands, against which 
the ws^ves of the olden time appear to have dashed. The spot seems 
once to have been an estuary or drm of the sea, interspersed with small 
islandf, and here the Zygodon appears to have lived. Bordering the 
limestone within a mile of this place, is a red sandstone apparently dea* 
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titute of organic remains. This forms the most elevated part of the 
country, and extends over a large portion of Clark County, affording a 
poor soil, of which the prevailing timber is the long-leafed pine {Pinue 
paluHtris) associated with dwarf oaks. Tlus sandstone often affords 
hollow cylinders several iitidies in diameter, and from one to three feet 
long, the cavities of which frequently contain a red ochre (oxide of iron), 
sometimes used by children as a pigment. 

Bonos of the Zygodon have been seen in Washington County, Missis- 
sippi, and from thence they have been found in several places as far east 
as Clariborne, on the Alabama River. Judge Creagh relates, that when 
ho first moved to Clark County, about tweuty years ago, these bones, 
consisting mostly of large vertebrm, were so numerous as seriously to in- 
terfere with the tillage of some of his fields ; and hence they burned large 
quantities of tliem in the fires of their log heaps. At this time scattered 
vertohri®, generally much broken and wanting pi^ocesaes, are lying on 
the surface of the ground in almost every field of Judge Creagh’ s and 
the neighbouring plantations. Among these no head or part of one is 
known to have ever been seen, except those parts which l)r Harlan de- 
scribed, and these in our possession. The reason of this is, that the jaws 
were hollow and composed of a thin plate or plates of hone filled with 
animal matter ; and when this matter contained in the cavities was de- 
stroyed, the exterior plates were easily broken. « It may ho well to men- 
tion tliat Clark County is situated between the Alabama and Tombighee 
Rivers, about one hundred miles north of Mobile. 

For a knowledge of this huge being of a former and remote age, the 
public are grcatl;^ indebted to Judge Creagh, who kindly assisted and 
furnished hands to assist in digging out the hones, and provided mate- 
rials to make the boxes for containing them. He also had them con- 
veyed to the Tombiglftc River (twelve miles), after which he refused to 
take any compensation from one who went to his house a stranger, with- 
out even a letter of introduction. The skeleton was sent via Mobile to 
New York, where it is at present in fourteen large boxes, some few of 
which have been opened to gratify the curiosity of several scientific 
gentlemen, who are ready to testify that we have a unique and veritable 
skeleton of the Zygodon.* 


On ArtesianWella. By Admiral Sir David Milne, G.C.B. 
Communicated by the Author. 

The theory of Artesian Wells, maintained by JBuckland, 
Arago, and other first-rate authorities, rests on a circumstance, 
which seems to me liable to some doubib, and wHich I now mean 
briefly to consider, namely, the necessity of the water which 


* Am erican Journal of Science, April 1843, p. 409. 
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ascends through the bore, having previously descended or 
filtered through the earth, from some higher ground in the 

But it is a well known fact, that in the vicinity of many 
artesian wehs there are no hills at all, nor any particular ele- 
vation of the earth’s surface ; and the supporters of the now 
existing theory are driven to the necessity of seeking for these 
heights at any supposable distance. M. Arago, indeed, him- 
self says, that they must be sought for even beyond the sphere 
of vision, at the distance of forty, eighty, or a hundred and 
eighty miles, or even more, if necessary.” 

Many years ago it struck me, that a much more probable 
and less complicated theory of artesian wells might be main- 
tained, and which does not imply the necessity for there being 
any higher ground in the neighbourhood, none indeed, at all 
higher than the mouth of the tube inserted in the bore for the 
supply cf the springs. 

To elucidate my theory, let us suppose, immediately under 
the surface where tfie bore is made, a superincumbent mass of 
clay — such as the London clay — lying over chalk, or other for- 
mation, containing water. A diagram will more clearly shew 
this. « 


c 



n 

B C%alM containing Wdior. B 



A denotes the bed of clay, a pipe is made to penetrate it 
from C to D, where it reaches B, a bed of chalk containing 
water. On known hydraulic principles it is demonstrative, that 
the instant/ the pipe C D reaches the stratum B contain- 
ing water, the water will be immediately forced up the pipe 
from the prejfisure of the superincumbent mass of clay, and 
win rise to the surface of the earth at the point C. 
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As another illustration, lot us suppose that the bed of clay 
rested nearly horizontally on the lower strata containing water, 
and it will be seen that the same result would follow^ The 
moment that vent was given by the bore to the water, it would 
bo forced by the superincumbent weight to rise in the tube- 
The superincumbent strata will, as the water flows up, sink 
down, and continue to force up the water, so long as any re- 
mains at the bottom of the bore. Indeed, the same reasoning 
applies to the continuance of the supply of water, even if we 
admit it as coming from a higher level. To support the latter 
theory, however, we have seen that it is necessary to admit the 
dubious fact, of the required water coming from heights some- 
times at almost inconceivable distances; whereas, by the former, 
this difficulty is entirely got over. 

. The more distinctly to illustrate this, lot us suppose a cask 
or wooden box 0 filled with water, until it reaches tho cover 
A B, which is tightly fitted as a top. Then insert a hollow 
tube D through the cover A B. When the pressure of the 



cover is increased by the addition of the weights e e, the w’atcr 
will rise to the top of tho tube D, and it will continue to over- 
flow as long as the pressure is made, or the supply continues, 
The same principles apply exactly to the rise SI water, by su- 
perincumbent pressure, from the bed of clay. If it be argued 
against this theory, that tlio supply of water would in time 
cease, it may be answered, that the, same argument obtains, 
and with equal force, against tho other ; for whether the water 
comes from a higher level, or only from a free level, it should bo 
remembered, that it has been admitted by the best authorities 
that artesian wells are sensibly affected by long-continued 
droughts. 
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In confirmation of these views> and as a familiar practical 
illii8tration« I may be permitted to mention^ that ivhen the 
present basin was being constructed in Portsmouth dockyard in 
1796 or 1797» the piles first driven were 15 feet in length. From 
their length, these passed entirely through the bed of clay, 
into sand containing water. The consequence was, that the 
water squirted up in all directions from the subjacent reservoir, 
and as it was uncertain to what extent the piles would sink 
before tliey reached any solid stratum, it was resolved to 
shorten the piles, so that they might not pass through the clay 
at all; and the old holes were with some difficulty plugged up. 
Some years afterwards, the dockhcads of ono of tho principal 
docks gave way, and sunk considerably ; nor could any of tho 
officers of the yard account for the occurrence. It happened 
at this very time, that, with the late Commissioner Sir George 
Grey, I was examining the docks ; and recollecting the cir^ 
cumstance wtich rendered it necessary to cause tho piles to 
be shortened, namely, their having penetrated into the sand 
containing water, it occurred to me to ask Sir George if any 
wells were at the time being sunk in tho neighbourhood ? His re- 
ply immediately was, that “certainly workmen wgro then sinking 
for water near the officers’ houses.’* Upon which 1 remarked, 
that if the sinking of the well was not stopped, other parts of 
the masonry of the docks would most assuredly give way ; and 
that no wells should be allowed to be sunk near the dockyard, 
as, by giving vent to the water in the sand under the clay, 
the foundations of the buildings must necessarily be afiected. 
This hint was, I believe, attended to, and the sinking of the 
well was stopped. In situations such as these, tho insertion of 
a pipe through jbhe clay would afford the supply of water with 
much more safety, the drain being less, and much more gradual. 

Indeed, I can perceive no difficulty adhering to the theory 
of artesian wells now propounded, which does not, with equal 
force, adhere to the other ; and it is free from many objections 
to which it*is liable. When we read in Dr Buckland (p. 560) 
when treating of this subject, that, “ by similar wells, it is 
probable that water may be, raised to the surface of many 
parts of tho sandy deserts of Africa and Asia,” we may be well 
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tempted to exclaim, And where is the level there from which 
it can come T’ 

If the theory I have suggested be well founded, it must be 
obvious, that in a great town, or the neighbourhood of it, built 
on a mass of clay, through which wells are sunk,* there will be 
a constant, though probably very slow and gradual, subsiding 
of the surface. Such situations would,, therefore, be ill adapt- 
ed for permanent observatories for astronomical purposes ; as 
a subsidence of the ground, inappreciable on the earth itself, 
may produce sensible errors in observations of the heavenly 
bodies. May not some of the anomalous results obtained at 
observatories be ascribed to this cause t 


Remarks on the Geology of the Island of Little Ross^ Rtrkcud-- 

brightshire. By Thomas Stevenson, Esq., (JivilJEngineer. 

Communicated by the Author.* 

Having been for some time resident on the island of Little 
Boss, whilst superintending the erection of a sea- light and 
other works o^j that coast, I had an opportunity of examining 
the geology of the island ; and as my observations have led to 
results which, to myself at least, were unexpected, I have ven- 
tured to draw up a short account of them. 

Little Ross is situated at the mouth of Kirkcudbright Bay, 
and is about 1500 feet long by 800 feet broad. Its distance 
from the nearest point of the mainland is not more than 340 
yards ; and although there is a depth of about 20 feet at high 
water, there is nevertheless a narrow ridge by which, in many 
low spring tides, it is possible for foot passengers to crossover, 
not, however, dryshod. 

The district in which this island is situated has been gene- 
rally supposed to exemplify the Cambrian group of the Transi- 
tion class; and accordingly the Little-Ross island, at first 
sight, presents the usual appearances of the grey wacke of that 
geological epoch. It exhibits also a singular scene of disrup-. 
tion, torsion, and uphoavings of the strata, \^'hich attain a height 


* Read before the Wernerian Natural History Society, 8th April l&il. 





84? Mr Stoveiison on the Geology of 

of 100 feet above the level of tho sea. At the north-western 
extremity »%r that most sheltered from the sea> there is a beach 
called the White Bay, consisting of shingle; 'while at all other 
points the rooks expose surfaces varying fi*om low angles up to 
the perpendicular. There is but a thin covering of sod over 
the surface, below which may be found angular fragments of 
the mouldering rock, embedded in loam or earth resulting 
therefrom ; and lying on this arc erratic boulders of granite, 
compact felspar, and porphyry, as well as a few water- worn 
pebbles of greywacke. 

The rocks themselves • consist of beds of grey wacko, alter- 
nating with conformable greywacke slates, or, as they arc thero 
termed. Slate-hand. The greywacke beds vary in fineness, from 
the coarsest conglomerate or breccia, up to a nearly hoinogo- 
neous blue and sometimes greyish rock. And first, I may 
notice the composition of the conglomerates, which consist of 
water-worn boulders of greywacke, embedded in a softish 
matrix of tho same rock, or at least in an argillaceous rock of 
very similar description. This may perhaps favour the con- 
clusion that these deposits belong to tho more recent of the 
transition class. With regard to the breccia, it is proper to 
state that it should more strictly bo termed a hreccia-conglomc- 
raie^ as it consists of embedded fragments, partlyangular, partly 
rounded. These conglomerates are often permeated by veins 
of yellowish, and sometimes red carbonate of lime, tinged pro- 
bably by .manganese. 

Next in fineness comes a very coarse greywacke, consisting 
of small pebbles of quartz, fragments of jasper, Lydian stone, 
pieces of clay-slate, &c. This rock is pervaded with dries, 
which separate it into triangular prisms. Tho other groy- 
wackes have all a rhomboidal fracture (of from 70° to 80° 
obliquity), and are of various degrees of fineness, and invari- 
ably shew specks of mica. They are all more or less cut up 
by dries or cutters, and are also pervaded in every direction 
by what appear to have been cracks or splits, which are occu- 
pied by carbonate of limo.tintcd red. These cracks, some of 


* For description of tho rocks found in the Stewartry of Kirkcudbright, 
loe the vnritiugs of Frofessor Jameson and of ilio late Mr R. J. II, Cunningham. 
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which intersect each other, give the rock, when cut for build- 
ing purposes, a beautiful variegated or veined appearance. 
Besides these, there are brittle shales, which the action of the 
weather has in many places reduced to a mass of disconnected 
prismoidal fragments, that moulder away into il ferruginous 
earth. The regular beds of groywaoke are of two kinds — ^the 
one blue, the other whitish, and liable to weather red, so as to 
resemble, externally, beds of red sandstone. These two kinds 
seem to altemato with possessing corresponding cha- 

racteristics. The blue alternates with dark-blue slates, hav- 
ing glossy sides, and of a fine and sometimes silky texture ; 
while the whiter variety alternates with greyish-white slates^ 
which weather still whiter. 

Several of the slates have the peculiarity of unconformable 
cloavage-plancs. The angles which the planes of cleavage 
make with the line of stratification, are generally about 30 de- 
grees. ^ 

In some of the rocks above described, 1 have found embedded 
small pieces of anthracite. Quartz-veins do not occur, but car- 
bonate of lime is very common ; and sulphate of barytes is not 
unfrequent. In one or two instances, I have found in crevices, 
small quantitidb of bitumen or mineral pitchy galena, and, in 
one instance, steatite, which shall be afterwards described. In 
some parts also there are traces of copper-oro. 

These constitute all the stratified rocks which this small 
island affords. Of trap rocks, wo have several varieties. At 
the beach called White Bay, and at the top of the island, 
there are dykes of reddish coloured greenstone, in some places 
passing into a granitic rock ; while, at others, they resemble a 
compact felspar rock. Besides the greenstones, I have seen 
two dykes of compact felspar base, with hero and there crys- 
tals of hornblende or augitc interspersed. In a small felspa- 
thic dyke, on the south side of the island, there are brilliant 
species of iron-pyrites. 

In contact with these igneous intruders, the strata have un- 
dergone the usual changes. The ^greywacke has become 
crystalline, so as to resemble greenstone, and the slates have 
become, in some cases, a sort of Lydian stone. In otherSy,they 
are converted into flinty slates, of a yellow or cream eotour, 
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and in both the edges of fragments are transluoent, and the 
fissile property is destroyed. Near the trap-dykes the altered 
rockSj in some instanoes, contain specks of iron^^pyrites. 

Such, then, are the rocks of which the island is composed ; 
and the characteristics which render them interesting, are the 
following. 

On the eastern side, close to the sea, at a place where stones 
were quarried for the lighthouse works, there is a range of 
rooks tilted up at a high angle, and of which the quarrying 
operations have afforded a section. Among these is a bed, 
the upper side of which appeal^ to have been exposed to dilu- 
vial action at some time posterior to its consolidation, as the 
surface is uneven and rounded. Conformable with this, and 
superior to it, is a series of very thin inch) layers of slate- 
band. These layers of slate have obviously been deposited 
after the lower bed had been wasted, as they not only rest 
conformably with it, but have followed all the salient and re- 
entrant angles which its water>worn surface presents. This 
renders it probable that some considerable period had elapsed 
between the deposit of this member of the series and the in- 
cumbent shales. 

In the finer sorts of grey waoke, I found very ^ood specimens 
of the graptolite or sea-pen^ The off-shoots or feet are visible 
on one side only, so as to give the fossil % ery much tho ap- 
pearance of a saw. I have also found one specimen of the 
double graptolite, such as was observed in Norway by Dr 
Beck of Copenhagen. 

On the western side of the island I found a quantity of 
steatite investing the irregular masses of the whiter sort of 
grey wacke ; nor does it traverse the rock as a vein, but seems 
confined to one spot. Some parts of it are translucent, of a 
greyish-yellow colour, with a shining oily lustre, and streaked 
appearance externally ; while other parts are of a very dark 
green, os blackish colour, and massive. 

In the coarser groywacke, formerly described as a closely 
aggregated rock, containing a variety of fragments and peebles, 
my friend Mr J. T. Syme, civil-engineer, who spent some time 
with me on the island, found part of a shell ; an<l 1 have since 
then procured many specimens thafr appear to be of different 



LMk BosSi KirkeudbfiffhtsMre, $7 

species ; but I have only found one entire sheil^ which was un- 
fortunately lost soon after I had got it. So far as I could 
judge from the imperfect examination that 1 had an opportu- 
nity of making, it appeared to belong to the genus Terebratula. 

In the same sort of rock, which is certainly the last, both 
from its structure and the coarseness of its texture, that any 
one would think of examining for organic remains, 1 have ob- 
servod small circles of carbonate of lime, having a black spot 
in the centre, with apparent radiation, which on the whole 
closely resemble fragments of the stalks of Encrinites. But as 
I have seldom met with this appearance, I am not prepared to 
state that Encrinites are to bo included in the list of the orga- 
nic remains of the island. It is important to remark that the 
rock where these occur bears no mark of being stratified, hay- 
ing no cleavage plane, and being every where pervaded by 
dries, which separate the mass into triangular prisms, and in 
some cases into other symmetrical solids. Thd occurrence, 
however, of organic exuviae alone, independent of the I'ounded 
pebbles which it contains, are, of course, absolutely conclusive 
as to its being of mechanical origin. 

Mr E. G. Fleming of Kirkcudbright showed me a fossil 
which he had fbund several years ago in the solid grey wacke 
rock, at a point on the mainland nearly opposite to Little 
Ross Island. This fossil I found to be an Orthoceratite ; and 
another specimen has , since then been found in the same spot, 
which confirms its identity. 

There remains one point of interest to bo mentioned, and 
this is the occurrence of an elevated sea-*beach. As formerly 
noticed, there is but one beach on the island, at a place called 
the White Bay. It consists of oval-shaped shingle, of a size 
which, in Lancashire, would be called single stanner^ and 
it is principally composed of grey wacke, with here and there 
travelled boulders of porphyry, of various colours. This 
shingle has assembled itself into two little bays, with a con- 
necting spit between, the top of which is covered Tjith lichen, 
and it is composed of the same sort of shingle as the beach 
below, but is considerably above the range* of the highest 
tides. At the top of this spit *the grass line occurs, and to 
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appeai'anco ibe beach hero seems to end, but in reality tlTo 
boulders ore found in a decomposing state, and bedded in the 
loam resulting from that decomposition, for at least 20 feet 
above the present highest tide-mark, '^ho grassy part has 
also the same slope and contour as the uncovered part of the 
beach. In cutting through this bed for a road, I found, at a 
depth of 4i feet below the surface, cockle^ periwinkle^ and 
other shells, which still inhabit the neighbouring shores. 

Here, then, is a beach whose level and appearance prove 
the gradual elevation of the island. Unlike many other similar 
relics of the sea that are found without anything intermediate 
to substantiate the connection, this beach presents an uni- 
form continuation of the existing shore to tho height of 20 
feet above the range of the highest tides, and thus would seem 
to afford strong presumptive evidence, that tho land at this 
place docs, or at least did, gradually emerge from the ocean, 
the general sliape and contour of the present bays being easily 
recognisable on the grass-grown land. 

I am sensible that tho foregoing obsen^ations are in somo 
respects but very imperfect, yet I feci justified in giving this 
sketch, as the facts which happened to come under my notice 
seem to favour the conclusion that the Silurian system, as 
characterized by Mr Murchison in his work on the Silurian 
System, exists in Scotland. o 


On the Sexesp Organs of Reproduction^ and Mode of Development^ 
of the Cirripeds. Account of the Maidre of the Fishermen^ 
and Descriptions of some New Species of Crustaceans. By 
Henry D. S. Goodsir, Esq. Communicated by tho Au- 
thor, With three Plates. No. V. 

SECT. I. — ON THE MALE OF THE BALANUS. 

It has hitherto been a question whether the sexes in the 
Cirripeds are distinct as male, and female, or are combined in 
the same iifdividual ; and the opinions which have originated 
from this, are both very numerous, and at the same time contra- 
dictory. No two authors agree as to tho anatomy and physio- 
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logy of the generative organs of these animals. The various 
and contradictory nature of the opinions regarding this ques- 
tion in relation to the organs of generation, is sufficient to 
cast a doubt upon the correctness of any one of them. The 
Cirrliipeda have, until lately, always been looked upon as mollus- 
ca, and this is, without doubt, the cause of so much confusion 
and uncertainty. 

Mr Hunter, who was the first author that examined the an- 
atomy of tlicso animals with any degree of care, states his 
opinion concerning the organs of generation in the following 
terms. “ It is most probable that all Barnacles are of both 
sexes and of the first class, viz. self-inipregnators, for I never 
could find two kinds of parts, so as to be able to say or even 
suppose the one was male the other female."*^ H© describes 
what he supposes to bo the tubular portion of the testicle, the 
vasa deferentia, and the penis, but at the same time makes 
no mention of an ovary. The erroneous conclusifins^o which 
Hunter came in regard to the true nature of these organs, must 
have arisen from the circumstance of his having examined 
uniinprcgnated specimens only. 

Cuvier has tho same opinion as to the hermaphroditic 
characters of the Cirripeds, but differs from Hunter as to the 
anatomy and physiology of tho generative organs. What Hun- 
ter supposes to beb the testicle, Cuvier considers tho ovary ; 
the vasa deferentia as the oviducts, and the penis as the ovi- 
positor ; at tho same time stating his belief that the ova are 
impregnated as they pass through the ovipositor. He was 
led to form these opinions from finding what he considered to 
be the ovary filled with small gi*anules which ho supposed were 
ova. 

Some other authors again, along with whom we find Sir 
Everard Horne, consider that these organs already spoken of, 
and thought by Hunter and Cuvier to be tho only organs of 
generation, are merely the male organs, and that the ovary is si- 
tuated in the peduncle ; also that impregnation takf s place hy 
means of the organ which Hunter termed the penis. This 
opinion relative to the existence of tlie ovaries^in tho peduncle 
of the animal is incorrect. Ther mistake has evidently ai'isen 
from the ova being found in this part of the body after their 
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escape from the oyaries. They are deposited in this place by 
the ovipositor until they are sufficiently matured to be expelled 
from the body of the parent animal. Likewise, there is no ap» 
pearance whatever of any glandular structiiro in this part of 
the animal, tvhich could be adduced in support of this opinion. 

In looking over these various opinions, we find that Cuvier’s 
is the one which approaches nearest to fact in regard to 
the female organs of generation. If a common Balanus (j^a- 
lanus halanoides) is taken from the rock during tho month of 
April, and the enclosed animal examined, the oviducts, or what 
Hunter termed the vasa deferentia, will be found filled with an 
immense number of minute yellow granules. Those are the 
ova* After a period, they pass along the oviducts and oviposi- 
tor ; the organ which Hunter termed the penis ; and are in- 
troduced in this way into tho interior of the shell, or rather in- 
to the cavity which exists between tho body and mantle of tho 
animal. ThS ova are arranged in irregular layer-like masses 
at the bottom of this cavity, and sometimes it is completely 
filled with them. At this season tho ovipositor is constantly 
bent downwards and inwards along the right side of the body 
of the animal. The ova, when within the oviducts, as has been 
already stated, are of a globular shape ; but as%ey escape, or 
shortly after they are lodged in tho cavity of the mantle, they 
assume an ovoid shape, sharper at the posterior extremity than 
tho anterior. When sufficiently matured to bo expelled from 
the body of the mother, which may bo either immediately be- 
fore or after the young animal bursts through the ovisac, they 
are carried out in successive currents at each retraction of the 
cirri. 

From the above statements it wdll be seen that Cuvier’s 
Opinion as to the nature of tho granules which he observed in 
the ovary was correct, viz. that they were ova. So that the 
organ which Hunter considered as tho male secreting organ, is 
in fact the ovary. Tho only other part, then, which could act 
as an impregnating organ, wasthe tubularprobosoidiform organ, 
which, according to some^ authors, has a glandular structure 
near its base, and which is considered by them to be analogous 
to the testicle. Nothing, however, will be found in this organ 
having ta glandular appearance or structure, so as to allow us 
to maintain this opinion. 
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From tho above observations, then, it will be seen that the 
animal which has heretofore been considered as a hermaphro- 
dite, has organs of generation essentially female, and that im- 
pregnating organs are altogether awanting. The conclusions, 
therefore, which we are bound to draw from these dbservations, 
arc, first, that tho Cirripeda are not hermaphrodites, that the 
sexes must be separate ; and second, that the male must exist 
as a separate and distinct individual. 

Mr J. V. Thompson, whose opinion is of the greatest weight 
in regard to tho history of these animals, says, when speaking 
of the small crustaceous-like animal which he afterwards 
found to be tho larva of tho Balanus, — “ Oiroumstancos induced 
a belief that they were the larva or disguised state of some 
crustaceous animals, or, (as it had been previously ascertained, 
that tho Cirripedes were Crustacea), that they vrere the 9naies 
of those, not being disposed to believe that the two sexes were 
united in the same individual. In favour of this^idea, too, it 
may bo observed, that the males of many Crustacea are remark- 
ably loss in size and different in aspect, as in tho Caligi and 
Bopyri, and also that in some they are rarely met with, and 
only at a |)articular season.” Again, the same author says, 
“ From a consifloration of the whole history of these animals, 
are wo to conclude that they have the sexes united f A fact 
so much at variancX) with what we see in all the rest of the 
Crustacea may authorize a degree of scepticism.” 

Having then satisfied myself that the Cirripedes were not 
hermaphrodites, and seeing, at tho same time, that, in as far 
as the young or larva w’oro concerned, these animals were 
really crustaceous, and having also these statements of Mr J. 
V. Thompson\s before me, I was led to suppose that the spxes 
wore distinct, and tliat the male animal would be found to re- 
semble that of the lower Syphonostomous Crustacea, such as 
the Lemma, &c.* Tho male of the Leimma is always found 

* Professor Edward Forbes of the King’s College, London, in a ^urse of lec- 
tures on Zoology dolivorod by him in Edinburgh during the years IStO-il, 
drew an analogy between the Lernflese and the H^unculate^ Barnacles, in so ftvr 
as regards the external oviducts of the former, and the pedicles of the latter, both 
of these organs being considered by him as parts of the organs of generation. — 
receptacles for the pui^pose of bringing the ova more safely to a state of maturity'. 
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attachod near to the external oviducts, and in some oases up- 
on that part of the body in which the ovary is situated, as in 
Anohorella uncinala. This being the case, it was thought that 
the male of the Balauus would be found in an analogous posi- 
tion. Under this supposition the ovipositor was carefully ex- 
amined in a very groat tiumber of cases, at all seasons of the 
year ; but nothing in the shape of a separate animal could be 
observed. 

During the beginning of the month of May (1843), how- 
ever, while engaged in examining specimens of the Balanus 
halanoides^ in the hopes of still finding my supposition correct, 
a small fleshy body was observed, not on the ovipositor, but 
on the body of the animal, immediately over the ovaries. This 
body was adhering with a considerable degree of firmness, and 
on being placed in a separate vessel of sea-water by itself, it 
was found to be alive, and to bear a great resemblance in its 
external tippearanco to a Lernflea. 

On making a more minute examination, the anterior part 
of the body >vas found to bo minute and crustaceous, consist- 
ing of six articulations. The eyes are two in number, black, 
shining, and pedunculated. The antennm are four in number, 
and are generally in constant motion. Owing lio the apparent 
disproportion of tho two divisions of the body, this animal is 
entirely unfitted for locomotion ; but the orustaceous or ante- 
rior division is constantly moving backwards and forwards. 

We shall proceed, then, to describe in detail this animal, 
being of opinion that it cannot be other than the male of tho 
Balauus. (Plate IV. Fig. 10.) 

The whole animal is of a straw colour, tho anterior or crus- 
taccous portion being of a lighter shade. The body, as already 
stated, consists of two parts, an anterior and a posterior ; 
tho former of which is minute, crustaceous, and composed of 
six articulations ; the latter is unarticulatcd, large, fleshy, lo- 
bulated, and contractile. It has also a number of fleshy 
extremities, which apparently represent feet. A long, fleshy, 
tail-likc appendage also arises from the mesial line posteriorly. 
The anterior i)art of this portion of the body is trilobate, and 
projects above and beyond the crustaceous portion of tho body, 
altogether concealing it from view when tho animal is lying 
in the natural position. 
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The first segment of the cnistaccous portion is the largest 
of all the six, and is of a semicircular shape. It supports the 
masticatory apparatus, two pairs of antennae, tho two eyes, a 
pair of strongly pectinated organs, and a pair of l 9 ng, sharp, 
claw-like members. (Plate III., Fig. 3, a.) 

Tho eyes are large, shining, black, and pedunculated, and, 
as far as could be made out, were to a certain extent mobile. 

Tho first or anterior pair of antennae are each composed of 
a single large, flat, scale-like joint, which has its extremity 
armed with seven or eight long, delicate filaments, the two 
first of which are biarticulate. Each of tho external antennae 
consist of nine joints, the two first of which may be considered 
as peduncular; the last seven are much more delicate and 
slender, and have each of them a spine at the distal and an- 
terior extremity ; tho ninth has the extremity armed with two 
or three long and very delicate spines. » • 

The mouth is situated at the posterior part of this segment. 
It appears to bo suctorial ; but, from the extremely minute 
size of this portion of tho body altogether, this has not as yet 
been made sufficiently out. 

A very strongly pectinated scale arises from the base of tho 
first pair of, anteiiiisD, one on each side. These arise almost 
from the mesial line, and cover the anterior antennm. Tho 
posterior edge is armed with seven or eight long, sharp, and 
powerful teeth. Another pair of strong claw-like extremities 
arise from tho base of the anterior antenna?, which last are 
directed backwards. 

The feet are ten in number, five on each side. Each of 
them consists of six articulations, tho last of which is armed 
with a strong terminal claw. The first, second, and third 
pairs are rather short, and have the last articulation sj)horioaI. 
The fourth pair are large and powerful, but tho fifth are much 
more slender. Tho extremities are apparently unfitted for lo- 
comotion, and are therefore generally bent in upon the abdo- 
minal surface of the body, except tho last pair, which appear 
to be constantly moving about. • ^ 

The four middle segments of the body have their external 
edges inflected beneath the body to within a little of tho mjcsial 
line. The posterior edges of these inflections are strongly pec- 
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tinated, after the isame manner as the organs at the bases of 
the first pair of antennse. These are, doubtless, for the pur- 
pose of retaining a firm hold of the female during the act of 
copulation. 

The external organs of generation are situated at the base 
of the last pair of feet ; they are articulated, and a slender 
vessel, the vasa deferens, runs from the base of each round to the 
dorsal aspect of the segment to the testicle, which is probably 
situated in the soft portion of the body. (Plate III., Fig. 6, b). 

The soft portion of the body consists of throe parts ; these 
are separated by means of neck-like contractions, which divide 
the portion into throe equal sections. The first of these is 
trilobate, and has been already described. The second has two 
arm-like extremities arising from each side of it, representing, 
as it wore, anterior extremities. These mn backwards, and 
taper very gradually to a point. The third or last division of 
this part of tho body has also two extremities of the same ap- 
pearance as the last, together with a third tail-like extremity, 
which arises from the mesial line, and lies between the two last 
described. 

In looking over the above description, we cannot fail to see 
the points of aflSnity between it and the larva described by Mr 
J. V. Thompson, and which are of cofisiderablo importance, 
such as the pedunculated eyes. See. It haff also many conncct- 
ing points with other Crustacea — to the Lemmm by means of 
its soft fleshy body, and to the higher crustacea by means of 
its pedunculated eyes and antennse. 

From the researches of Mr Thompson relative to the meta- 
morphosis of the Cirriped, there can be little doubt of the re- 
lation which they bear to the Crustaceans. There was only one 
point which could make this relation at all doubtful, viz., the 
hermaphroditic character of the Cirriped, seeing that one of 
the great fundamental distinctions between tho higher and 
lower Artiiculata, is tho separation of the sexes in the former, 
and their combination in the latter. From this circumstance, 
it would have been impossible to have admitted of the junction 
of the Cirriped and Crustaceans, which had heretofore been con- 
sidered as belonging to two separate classes. 

Looking upon the above described animal, then, as the male 
of the Balanus, we completely break down this only objection. 
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a circumstance which must now entirely decide the question 
as to the crustaceological character of the Cirriped. 

As to the objections which may be raised against this animal 
being the male of the Balanus, it may bo asked, why has it 
not been obseryed before ? This question may bo inet in more 
ways than one. It is a fact consistent with our knowledge of 
the Crustacea, that the males of many species become visible 
during certain seasons only; also, that one impregnation is 
sufficient for several generations. Now, these very facts are 
known, and have been proved to take place amongst the very 
species of Crustaceans with which the Cirriped must be 
arranged. These facts must serve to strengthen our opinion 
as to the natural arrangement of the Cirripeds in the animal 
kingdom. 

The male of the Balanus becomes visible, without doubt, at 
certain seasons only. During the season of love, the posterior 
portion of the body which seems to contain the organs of gene- 
ration, is much enlarged ; and after the act of impregnation 
has been fulfilled, these organs become ati’ 0 X)hied for a season. 
Looking upon this suggestion, thru, as the true one, it cannot 
bo wondered at that the anterior part of the body, which is so 
very minute,^ should escape observation within the body of the 
female animal. It is also a curious fact, and supports the 
above suggestions, flamely, that in those specimens where the 
ova have reached the mantle, the male is not seen, having 
only been found in those as yet apparently unimpregnated. 
Since there aro many points of similitude between this animal 
and others of the Crustacea, it may be well to direct attention 
to some of these. 

To the Lernsem, in general, it has many points of conneo- 
tion, but to none so nearly as to those belonging to the 
“ Tribes des Ergasiliens'” of M. Edwards, and to the only 
species of the genus Nicothoa of that tribe it has a most strik- 
ing likeness. The Cirripeds, however, aro analogically con- 
nected to this tribe in many respects. The larvae of the Ler- 
nmse and Cirripeds resemble one another very olosely in their 
internal as w^ell as external structure. The larvae of both are 
free animals; but as they arrive at maturity, the females become 
permanently fixed and monstrous, and the males are attached 
to the body of the female, upon or near to the organs of gone- 
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ration. The organs of locomotion are situated round tho mouth, 
and to a considerable extent act as organs of respiration. Tho 
young of both are endowed with organs of vision, which in 
after life become extinot — in all cases in the Cirripeds, and 
in almost every instance in the Lerntcm. • 

These facts will show tho near connection which the two 
sets of animals have to one another, and that it is a more 
closo relation than that of mere analogy which exists between 
them. In fact, the Cirripeds may bo considered as Lemma?, 
the former being attached to animate, the latter to inanimate 
bodies. This last assertion, however, is not altogether cor- 
rect, inasmuch as we find species of Cirripeds attached to tho 
skins of the Cetacea. 

There are some other points of similitude between tho malo 
Cirriped and tho Crustaceans, but these arc of less note. It is 
connected tgt the Podothalma by means of its eyes ; and to tho 
Isopoda by means of the structure of its feet, and the anterior 
division of its body. 

The natural size of this animal is (when tho organs of ge- 
neration are at their highest state of enlargement) about a lino 
in length, and a line in breadth. In some cases, however, it 
is rendered much larger from being infested with a parasitic 
crustacean. This parasite is an Isopod belonging to the family 
loniens of M. Edwards, and which will form the typo of a new 
genus in that family. (Plato III., Fig- 7). 

Of this parasite, wo shall now proceed to give a short descrip- 
tion. It infests tho soft part of its victim only, and sometimes 
in very considerable numbers. When brought under tho field 
of tho microscope, it was found to belong to that section of tho 
Isopodous crustaceans, termed by M. Edwards, the Sedentary 
Isopods. It is about the fourth of a line in length, almost colour- 
less, except in the middle of the body, where it is of a dark 
brown colour. The body consists of seven segments, of which 
tho second appears to bo the longest ; this one, however, seems 
to be also*articulatcd, although very indistinctly, arid is pro- 
bably composed of five segments instead of one, seeing that tho 
five pairs of logs arise from this part of tho auimal^s body. 

A long triarticulate antenna arises from each side of tho 
first Segment near to its posterior and extcimal angle. The 
two first joints are the thickest, and both of them conjoined 



Mr H. Goodsir on the Se^ea of the drripeda^ 97 

aro almost equal in length to the third, ivhich has its extremity 
armed with two spines* 

Five pairs of very short, but thick and powerful^ legs arise 
from the following segmetits or segment 

Each of them is three pointed ; the first joint is thick and 
short, the second much more slender, and the third or last is 
spherical, armed at its extremity with a small claw. 

From each side of the six following segments of the body, 
there arises a long fiattish scale, each of which scales has its ex- 
tremity armed with two, three, or four long filamentous, slender, 
spines, which are quite stiff and directed backwards. The two 
last, or terminal of these scales, are the strongest, and also the 
longest, the spines gradually decreasing in length as they ap- 
prpach nearer to the anterior extremity. 

When this animal is taken from its natural habitat, its mo- 
tions are very feeble, and it is apparently quite helpless. The 
organs of sight seem to be awanting, or are veryhiihute, the 
habits of the animal being such as not to require them.* The 
ova are large, and gradually lengthen out into the form of 
a double cone, as the animal is ready to burst through the 
ovisac. 

SECTION II. ON THE LARVA OR BALANUS BALANOIBES. 

During the greafer part of the months of April and May 
of this year (1843), the water around the Island of May has 
been darkened with innumerable shoals of the young of the 
common Balanus. These Cirripeds adhere, in vast numbers, 
to the sides of the precipitous rocks beneath low water-mark. 

A number of these were taken from the rocks, and those 
which wore found to be loaded with spawn were put into a se- 
parate vessel by themselves, and the water regularly chluiged 
upon them until the young animal escaped. In this way their 
development and structure was made out satisfactorily. 

In those where the ova had but recently escaped from the 
ovaries, these were closely packed together in the bottom of 
the cavity of the mantle, in large and^firm layqra ; but as they 
became more matured, these masses became more broken up 
and disconnected, and gradually* disappeared as the young 
were expelled from the body of the mother, 

VOL. XXXV. NO. LXIX. —JULY 1843. 


G 



f® Mr Hi Goodsir on the Bewee of the Cirripeds^ 

The i^ppehranee put on by the ova# shortly before the young 
animal has burst from the ovisac, is that represented in PL 
i fig; 18 ; it is semitransparent, and the ihotions of the animal 
may be observed through the membranes. 

' The larvki shortly after its escape from the ovum, is repre- 
sented in PL, IV., fig. 15. The body is of a pyriform shape, 
being large and rounded anteriorly, while it is small and pointed 
posteriorly. It is almost colourless in some parts of its body, 
but the general shade is dark brown, which is deepest in the 
centre. 

The eye is large, of a black colour, is situated in the mesial 
line, near the anterior edge ; it is of a quadrate shape. Al- 
most in a line with the eyo, and from the lateral edge of each 
side of the body, there arises a short horn-like process which 
curves slightly forwards. 

The bod^ is composed of a number of segments, which are 
most numerous at its posterior extremity ; the last segment is 
armed with three sharp strong spines which project back- 
wards. 

This animal has three pairs of extremities, the first of which 
is single, and the other two aro double. The first extremity 
is composed of a greater or less number of loflg spines. The 
two following pairs of extremities are each double, or composed 
of two parts, which arise from a common peduncle. The an- 
terior part is articulated, but the posterior consists of one 
piece only, which is almost as large as the anterior or articu- 
lated portion. Each of those divisions is armed with a great 
number of long spines. The third or last extremity is formed 
in the same way as that last described, but is not so large. 

After the Balafii have been about a week in existence, they 
put on the appearance represented in PL III., fig. 8. They 
have changed in their appearance to a very considerable ex- 
tent, are rather larger and much more active in their habits, 
than those which had escaped from the ovum more recently. 

A largQ segment has originated at the anterior part of the 
body, and the horn-like j)rocesses described formerly, now form 
the posterior and external angles of this segment ; it also sup- 
ports the first pair of feet, which are constantly directed for- 
wards, and are now apparently composed of three segments 
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The eye is large^ shining, black, s^d quadrate; 

The remaining part of the body is pyriform, composed of se- 
veral segments, and having the two remaining extremities 
arising from each side of it* The tail consists of two long 
spines, which arise from each side of one of the laht segments 
of the body. These spines are almost equal in length to the 
body, and they are strongly serrated on their external edges. 
The first pair Of legs, arise from the anterior part of the first 
segment of the body ; they consist of a peduncle, which is com- 
posed of two or more segments, and of two separate portions 
which arise from the peduncle, and which are formed in the 
same way as those of the former stage. The last pair of legs 
is also formed in the same way. 

SECTIOX HI. ON THE LARVA OF BALANUS TINTINKABtTLUtf.. 

There is no set of animals which has caused gre*ater annoy- 
ance to systematists than the Cirripeda. 

They were first aiTangcd by Linnaeus, along with the tes- 
taceous mollusca. Cuvier at first followed this arrangement ; but 
lattei ly placed them in a distinct class by themselves between 
the Mollusca aftd Articulata. Lamarck, Latreille, M‘Leay, 
and other authors followed this latter arrangement ; the tw’o 
last authors ackno\^edging, at the same time, their closer con- 
nection with the Articulata. 

The decision of this important question, however, was left 
to our countryman, Mr J. V, Thompson. This gentleman 
having obtained some minute mussel-liko animals, at first con- 
sidered them to be nondescripts belonging to the Crustaceans, 
but on a further examination, and by keeping a few of them alive 
in glass- vessels of sea- water, he was soon enabled to make out 
their nature and relations satisfactorily. To use Mr Thomp- 
son’s own words — “ They were taken on the 1st of May, and 
on the night of the eighth the author bad the satisfaction td 
find that two of them had thrown off their exqvia, and 
wonderful to say, were firmly adhering to the bottom of the 
vessel, and changed into young barnacles.’' Tlie above men- 
tioned statements set at rest, in a great measure, the previous 
discussions as to the position of the Cirripeds in the animal 
kingdom. 
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In ttie beginning of March of tho present year (1843), while 
Professor Zlcid of St Andrews and myself wore watching the 
movements of some very large balani (Balanus Tintinnahulum)^ 
we observed a few of them ejecting with considerable force a 
great quantity of small granules every time tho cirri were re- 
tracted, No great attention was paid to this at the time. 
Next day, however, we were astonished to find the basin in 
which the balani were confined swarming with an innumerable 
number of extremely minute but very active animals, when it 
immediately struck us that these must have been tho young 
which the balani were throwing off the day before. On placing 
one of these animals under the microscope, we expected to find 
one of these mussel-like animals described by Thompson ; but 
instead of that, it had an almost exact resemblance to the 
young of the genus Cyclops. To make sure that there had 
been no mistake, one of the adult balani was opened, when 
the large cavity of the mantle was found to be filled with the 
granules which we had formerly seen ejected. A few were placed 
in a watch-glassful of sea-water under the microscope. They 
were quite motionless, of an ovoid shape, sharper at one extre- 
mity than the other (PL IV., fig. 12). The eye, or rather what 
was considered to be the eye, was observed aHittlc before tho 
middle line, and near to the superior edge. In the course of a 
short time, a few began to make some effexi;s to escape. After 
they had done so, they were found to resemble, in their exter- 
nal appearance, the young cyclopides alluded to above. At first, 
the efforts to escape were feeble, but latterly they became 
more violent ; and by means of tho tail, which was suddenly 
and forcibly jerked upwards and downwards, the membranes 
which contained them were burst on the abdominal surface, 
upon which the young animal escaped. It was some time, 
however, before the extremities were completely freed. In 
the course of ton or fifteen minutes after they had been taken 
from tho body of the mother, these young animals were all 
free, ancl the empty sacs wore lying amongst them. They 
have a striking resemblance, in tlieir external appearance, to 
the larvae of the cyclops ; and if we had not had tho certain 
evidence of having seen them taken from tho body of tho 
mother, we would have pronounced them young Cyclopides. 

After many fruitless endeavours, we found it impossible to 
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preserve them alive for any length of time, and were, there- 
fore^disappointed'in our expeotations of seeing them undergo 
their metamorphoses. We were, therefore, ntncertain whether 
they underwent a first and second metamorphosis, and changed 
first into the mussel-like fom described by Thohipson, and 
then into the parent form, or were simply metamorphosed into 
the parent form. Seeing that this is a distinct species from 
that described by Mr Thompson, it is impossible to dbcido 
this question until farther observations have been made. 
Having been fortunate enough, however, in making a series of 
observations of the same nature on the young of the Balanus 
balanoides^ which are recorded above, it will now be seen that 
this question is already decided, viz. that the balani must 
undergo two changes of form, or perhaps more, before arriving 
at a state of maturity. 

Wc wi]l(gpw proceed to give a short description of the larva 
of this species (PL IV., fig. 11), 

When viewed from above, the body of the animal is found 
to be pyriform, with the anterior edge rounded, and the pos- 
terior extremity ending by means of a point. The whole body 
consists of three segments : the first forms the greater part of 
the body; the Avo last are minute. Two long unarticulatcd 
extremities project from the anterior edge on either side of 
the mesial line, arJfcing, apparently, from tho abdominal sur- 
face of the body. Two short antennae arise also from this 
edge, immediately on each side of the above described extre- 
mities. 

The eye Is situated a little behind the anterior edge, and in 
tho mesial line of tho body. 

Two very strong thick logs arise from each side of this first 
segment of the body. These are bipartite, each division aris- 
ing from a pedicle common to both, which consists of three 
segments. The divisions themselves are apparently unarti- 
culated, but are armed with a number of very strong spines. 

The second segment of the body is minute. The^ third and 
last is also minute and pointed, and is^armed with three strong 
spines, which are bent to one side (tho loft side), that nearest 
tho right side being tho shortest.* 

All of these larvsc swim after the manner of the moqoculi, 
by short and sudden jerks. They propel themselves by means 
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of the two pairs of tqpiaed extremities. The tail is also in 
ponatapt motion. • 

SBCTION IV.-^ON THE MAIDRB 07^ THE FISHERMEN* 

C 

Hearing our fishermen often speak of “ something’’ which 
abounded in great quantities in the Firth of Forth during the 
summer months, which they called Maidre^ and of which they 
never could give me a clear description, I detonninod to exa- 
mine it for myself. 

It was stated to me that this maidre was generally found in 
greatest quantity round the Wand of May, only dm ing the 
summer months, and especially during the time of the liorrjng- 
fishing. 

I find, however, that maidre must abound during the spring 
months also, as the stomachs of the lurrings ^.auglj||^t present 
are in m6sir cases filled with it. 

In frequent excursions to the Isle of May, dming last year, 
I found that the maidre consisted of one immense continuous 
body of minute animals. 

The animals composing this immonso body were those be- 
longing to the Oirripeds, Crustaceans, and Acalepha. 

Of these the Crustaceans existed in tlio greatest numb(‘rs, 
or rather masses^ for it gives a faint idea t|* sj>eak of numbers. 
The Crustacea were Ampliipoda and Entomostraca, the for- 
mer of which w^ere v'^ry abundant, but tiie latter (Entomos- 
traca) formed the greatest proportion of this innumerable body 
of a;nimals. 

The Acalopha also abounded, of which the different species 
of Berooe were seen in greatest numbers. 

^ I remarked that the masses of maidre abounded most at 
the jaheltcred sides of the island. On Jfooking into the w'^ater, 
it was found to be quite obscured by the moving masses of 
Entop^ostraca, whipfi rendered it impossible to see anything, 
even a few inches below the surface. 

But if, by chance, a clear spot is obtained, so as to allow 
the observer to a view of the bottom, immense shoals of 
coal-fish are scon swimming lazily about and devouring their 
minute prey in great (^uan^ties. Ocoasionally small shoals 
of }|ei^ugs seen pu^r^iiing them with greater agility. It is 
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in the deep oaverns* however, in the sides of the island, whex^ 
the maidre is found in greatest abundance ; and accordingly, 
we find that all those animals pursuing them are found there 
in greater abundance also. 

The fishermen, during the earlier periods of the fishery take 
advantage of this, and, shooting their nets across the mouths 
of the cavos, alarm the herrings in them, either, by throw- 
ing large stones from thoir boats or from the tops of the rocks 
— and in tjiis way soniotiines succeed in taking gi’eat shots. 

however, are not the only animals which prey on 
tin immense bodies of maidre* 

huinbers of cocacea often frequeni the neighbourhood 
of the i>J.ind ac this time ; droves of dolphins and porpoises, 
swimming about with great activity ; and occasionally an im- 
mense ror<pial m.sy be *ai4ng his enormous back, at in- 
*licrvals, fijlllll^ water, j^ikI be observed coursing round 
and round*lho island. 

1 ha^ evamiiiecl great numbers of these cetaceous animals 
(dolphins and poi poises) within the last few years, and never 
have seen unyihijig resembling the remains of herrings, or 
fish of any other kind, in the sK/iiuich, although the former 
fisli w^as very Sbundaiit at the saiiKi time in tlio ”*^irth. I 
make no duLd)t, tlieref^ e. that these c jtacea only accompany 
the Imrriiigin pursiftt tuoir common food, vjz., Entomostraca 
and Acalephfe. 

I have already stated that it was entroinostracous animals 
which formed the great mass of the maldre. Among the« a I 
obtained a great number of nondescript species, one of which 
I shall now describe. 

On one of my occasional visits to the Isle of May, I observed 
that at a considerable distance from the island the sea had a 
slightly red colour, that^this became deeper and deeper as we 
neared the island ; and also that the surface of the water pre« 
seated a very curious appearance, as if a quantity of fine sand 
were constantly falling on it. I thought at first th^t this last 
circumstance proceeded from rain, but presently I found that 
both phenomena were caused by a great number of small red 
Entomostracea, which I had nefer before observed in such 
abundance. On further observation, I found that it be^pnged 
to the genus Cetochilus of M. Bousel de Vauzeme, who has 
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given a detailed doBoription of his spooieB (G. Australis), the 
only one ht&^^rto known, in the 1st vol. of the Annal^s des Sci~ 
lewees Ifaiutelte. This author states, that it is found in the Pacific 
Oooan, and in the middle of tho Atlantic Ocean, about 40 de- 
grees south iatitudc. It forms, he says, very extensive banks, 
which impart a red c<doar to the water, and which furnish a 
plentiful simply of food to the whales frequenting those seas. 

Description of Flates^-^Plate III. 

Fig. 1. Dorsal aspect of tbe anterior part of the body of the male 
Balanus. 2. Abdominal do. 3. Abdominal aspect of the first and se- 
cond segments of do. ; a, first segment. 4, Third pair of legs. 5. Fourth 
pair of legs. 6. Fifth pair of legs ; external organs of generation. 

7. Parasite. 8. Second stage of the Larvse of Balanus Balanoidcs. 

Plate IV. 

Fig. 10. Male of Balanus Dalanoldes, abdominal aspect^ll. Larvm^ 
of Balanus Tintinnabulum. 12. Ovum of do. 13. Balanus 

Balanoides^^4. Natural size. 15. First stage of Larv^^f Balanus 
Balanoides. 16. Natural size. 17. Larvee of Pedunculated ^irriped, 
drawn after a figure of Thompson’s in the Philo3oi)hical Transactions 
for 1835. 18. Natural size of the male Balanus. 

( To be concluded in our next Number^ 


On a new kind of Phosphorescence observed among certain 
Annelides and Ophiuridee. Pg M. A. Quateefages. 

The phenomena of phosphorescence presented by living beings, so 
worthy of attracting the attention of physiologists, as well as natural 
philosophers, have yet been studied only in an incomplete manner. 
This neglect is no doubt owing to the difficulty of the subject itself. 
In fact, most of the animals in which this remarkable property 
manifests Itself with the greatest intensity, generally inhabit tho sea. 
Tho few opportunities for examining Ihem that occur on tho shores 
of the ocean or of the Mediterranean, and the extreme diflBlculty of 
convoying to the localities instruments of such delicacy as a careful 
examination of these phenomena requires, Imve hitherto prevented this 
subject frpm being treated with the care which it deserves. 

Notwithstanding the small number of facts and observations which 
we possess in reference to it, we believe we may already conclude, 
that under tliia common appelhitlon of phosphorescence, wc are 
in the habit of tinlting mhny phenomena which possess very dis- 
tinct natures. We appear to confound tho property which is in- 
herent in some bodies, of disengaging light during their decom- 
poMtion^ witti the analogous phenomena which living beings present. 
Among those, we have not hitherto established any distinction* It 
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appears to us more tlian probable that tbe ' phosphorescence of 
ca 3 ’iDg wood and fishes, &c., is due to a dow oomhustion. *We&XQ^ 
also much disposed to attribute to the some cause the light given off 
by some animals^ particularly that disengaged bj* the Lampyres and 
the Elaterideo. This explanation, however, becomes doubtful when we 
apply it to the animal secretions of certain mollusca. Wo have, at all 
events, heard M. Milne Edwards, in his lectures, cite a fact on this 
point which is highly curious. Wishing to place some living Pholades 
in alcohol, he observed a luminous matter exude from the bodies of 
these mollusca, which, on account of its weight, sank in the liquid, 
covering the bottom of the vessel, and there forming a deposit as shin- 
ing as when it was in conhict with the air. 

During the sojourns I have made upon the shores of the British 
Channel, 1 have often had occasion to observe the phosphorescence of 
the sea. So far as my observation Los extended in deep water, how- 
ever, the phenomenon is alwa 3 ’s limited to sparks, bright but not nu- 
merous, which the dash of the oar or the prow of the vessel instan- 
^ taneously m^uced, and which as rapidly disappeared. In other cir- 
cumstonej^^ain, 1 have noticed the fuel which grow upon the beach 
resemble aj^mtirely incandescent mass. To witness this sp^S^acle, which 
1 observed particularly at Ohausey in the summer of 1841, all that was 
necessary was strongly to agitate some of the^ branches which bad 
recently been left bare by the receding tide, when my hand bechme im- 
mediately as if set on fire. It was principally annelides which produced 
this light ; and scarcely less so small ophyurcs. Besides, 1 am also 
sure that some Microscopic cntomostraca also become momentarily 
luminous ; and it is to these last, especially, that 1 attribute the very 
brilliant scintillation^ 1 have witnessed on several parts of tho coast. 
At all events, in examining with my glass, with the greatest care, a cer- 
tain quantity of water taken from these localities, and which gave out 
sparks in my flask, 1 have found no other creatures but these last- 
named animals. 

The observations which follow refer solely to the annelides and the 
ophiuridae. The former consisted of some minute species of nereidm, 
especially of the genera Syllis and Polynce, some of which I regard as 
new, but will not here describe. We as yet know too little of these 
insignificant creatures which swarm on the margin of the ocean to 
enable us to recognise, witii an 3 ^ degree of certainty, whether they arc 
full-grown or otherwise, except when we find them bearing eggs ; and, 
under the circumstances, I have thought it better to abstain from con- 
jecture. At the same time, one of them, which most strikingly 
oxhibited tho phenomena of phosphorescence, presented*a zoological 
character which is quite remarkable — namely, thaj: the aciculi with 
which its feet ore armed, instead of being of a conical form as is usually 
observed, terminate in a kind of pallet with cutting edges, divided into 
two not very distinct lobes, the one of which is more developed tlian 
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the other; e. meclianism very favourable for wounding any of the 
enemies of this minute annelide. 

One of these annelides found at Chausey, in the testa of a balanus, 
was nearly twelve lines long> and scarcely a quarter of a line in 
diameter. Its feet were very numerous and approximate. The mo- 
ment that I accidentally touched it^ it commenced to creep Tapidly> and 
at the same time became so lutninousi that I observed this luminosity in 
spite of the glare shed hy a lamp burning with a white flame. This 
luminosity exhibited a well-marked and beautiful greenish hue. On 
placing the animal in the dark, it appeared to be luminous throughout 
its whole extent ; but upon examining it witli a glass which magnifled 
five or six diameters, I immediately discovered that the light arrayed 
itself in points which formed two parallel lines throughout the length 
of the body, and corresponded to the feet of the annelide. These lumi- 
nous points were very brilliant, and seemed to move about; they 
vanished when the creature was at rest, and reappeared so soon as a 
slight excitement induced it to move again. 

Wisliing to discover the phosphorescent organs with^l^ater pre- 
cision, I pi mped the annelide under inj' compressor. In l^^Bperation 
it was divid^; but both fragments remained luminous^^Lfirst em- 
ployed a lens which magnified only 10-15 diameters, and took care so 
to arrange the light, th<;t it was so obscure that I could at once distin- 
guish the light produced by the annelide, and the spot whence it is- 
sued. At the first motion which the animal made, I now saw each of 
the luminous points 1 had formerly observed display itself under the 
form of a star, whose body w’as formed by the base of the fleshy organ 
whence the slender bristles spring. The rays were prolonged along the 
'muscles, which proceeded in all directions frot% this organ, like the 
cordage of a ship, towards the different points of the ring. I had 
abundant opportunity of examining it with all possible care, and I could 
not discover the slightest trace of phosphorescence in any other part of 
the animal. 

When I employed a lens which magnifled thirty diameters, I had 
great difficulty in discovering the sparks, their brightness being so much 
diminished. 1 did, however, succeed ; and, by varying the amount of 
illumination — sometimes dispensing wdth it, and again employing it — I 
became quite assured that the light manifested itself only in those mus- 
cles which were in action, and solely at the instant of their contraction. 
Moreover, it scarcely ever extended throughout their whole length, 
and appeared sometimes only towards their centre, and at other times 
towards their points of attachment. It was all^ays strongest in propor- 
tion as the cSntractions were energetic. Finally, this light did not ap- 
pear in a uniform nsanner, buk as if composed of a great number of mi- 
nute sparks ; and the impression it produced on my eye was in every 
respect similar, though more feeble* to that which results from an elec- 
trical discharge occurring through the medium , of a great number of 
small metallic plates placed in juxtaposition. 
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Under tbese different manipulartions, my annelide was broken into a 
great number of fragments. All of them> however, more or less main* . 
tained their luminous properties ; and all that was required to repro- 
duce the phosphorescence was to move them with a pin. With them, 
as with the halves which at first 'were the objects of my examination, 
muscular contraction and the appearance of light were phenomena 
which appeared thoroughly connected with one another. 

After more than an hour’s observation, I compressed the remaining 
fragments between the plates of my instrument, so as to crush them. 
During this operation, there was not the slightest trace of light ; but 
when I relaxed the amount of the pressure, and at the instant that the 
two glasses rapidly separated by the action of tho spring, it afresh pre- 
sented itself. This phenomenon was noticed several times, and under 
sufficiently high powers. I still recognised that the parts which dis- 
played it were always and solely the muscular organs, which, lengthened 
and flattened by the pressure, regained their natural state upon its re- 
moval. 

The obsi^atlons mentioned above were made at Chausey in the year 
1841. Oc^l^ied with other pursuits, I could not at that time follow 
them up ; t have since, however, completed them, at^^ Waast-la- 
Hougue, during tho year 1842. 

The annelidcs of this locality exhibited nothing tliat was new to me ; 
but I noticed, in some of tlic microscopic species, tho facts I am about 
to detail. 1 ought hero to remark, in general, that tho phenomena did 
not on this occasion exhibit tbeuiselves so conspicuously; but whether 
this was owing tS the character of the season, or to the phosphorescence 
being weak in the species I captured, I cannot say. Nevertheless, 1 
did very clearly obs|rYC them in a small polynce 3-4 lines in length. 
With the naked eye, 1 could recognise that the creature was not lu- 
minous throughout its whole extent, and that the phosphorescence was 
confined to certain points upon the sides of tho body. Under a magni- 
fying power of 3 diameters, I perceived, as I had done before, every 
one of these points decompose itself into the appearance of a star, and 
upon the muscles I could distinguish some of the isolated scintillations, 
which togetlier formed the radiation of the star. 

Tho minute greyish ophiura displayed appearances altogether ana- 
logous. Often, the instant they were touched, they threw their five arras 
»into action, and sparkled from one extremity to the other. The colour 
they exhibited ivas of a yellowish green. Their body remained quite 
obscure. With the naked eye, it clearly appeared that the light upon 
tho arms was not uniform, but that it issued forth from those spots which 
corresponded with the joints. In watching them with a suitable micro- 
scope, and with tho necessary precautions^ it was af)x>arent that those 
points were composed — not of a star as in the annelides, but of parallel 
luminous stries. Altogether they fanned a kind of phosphorescent ring 
round the joint. 
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From ibe &.cts wo have narrated, it follows^ that in certain annolides, 
tlio motor muscles of the feet are the sole seat of the phosphorescence. 
The light which issues from these parts is confined to a completely shut 
cavity, surrounded with a liquid, in which are completely enveloped 
the parts endowed with functions perfectly determined, and in which 
there is no room to suspect the presence of any secretory organ what- 
ever. Its appearance always coincides with the contraction of the part, 
and disappears when this does. From these facts we think we may 
conclude, that in these animals there is the production of light in the 
form of sparks, independent of all secretion of other matter. This phe- 
nomenon, therefore, in no respect resembles what is observed in those 
insects which are possessed of a distinct luminous organ, which appears 
almost formed of a net-work of minute air-cells, — ^in which the light is 
remarkably enduring, — in which the idiosphorcsccnt matter may be col- 
lected after the animal’s death, maintaining its peculiar properties after 
it has been Isolated. No more does the phosphorescence of the annelidos 
resemble tliat of the Pholades, or of the Meduseo, &c., since, in those 
animals, it depends upon the presence of a mucus which can he collected 
in considerable quantities. ^ 

These observations respecting the annelidos are equally applicable to 
the ophiurideo. In fact the arms of these latter are composed of minute 
calcareous portions, itrticuhited severally to the extremities of each 
other, as in tlie vertebrm of the tail of the lizard. The living matter with 
which they are covered is not merely a homogeneous substance — a kind 
of animal pulp, as sonic authors have conceived ; different tegumentary 
layers are readily distinguished in it, and the more s^lid portions arc 
conjoined by true muscular fasciculee, whose fibres may be perceived t)y 
the microscope. It is upon these points aloiio tbii4 the phosphoresconco 
appears ; there it exhibits itself under the form of scintillations, — the 
strim which it appears to form having the same direction with the 
fibres ; and it docs not manifest itself, except when the arm is in mo- 
tion : As soon as the animal is in a state of repose, no trace of it can bo 
seen, oven although the same portions be irritated. Hence, we conceive 
we may conclude, that in them, as in the annolides, the light is pro- 
duced in muscular parts, only during their contraction, irrespective of 
the contact of air, and independent of all secretion, properly so called. 

The manner in which the light is distributed upon the muscles of the 
annelidos appears wq^thy of remark. I have stated above that it sel- 
dom occupies the whole of their extent, but appears only, sometimes at 
the extremities — sometimes in the middle— 4 ind sometimes at isolated 
points. These facts ap](9bar completely to agree with what 1 have else- 
where stated concerning the contraction of the muscular* fibres, which 
1 have observed iir the Edwhrdsia and the Synaptes. It may be re- 
membered by some, that I liave elscwhero demonstrated that the light 
scarcely ever occupies tlio whole length of one of these fibres ; and in 
their ea^e, 1 can readily judge, by the minute transverse striee which 



among certain Annelkles and Ophinridts. 109 

exist* In the annolides^ again, in wliich each muscle is formed by a 
single thread of muscular substance, which is often sufficiently irregvdar, 
and in which, during the contraction# only a simple movement of retrac- 
tion can he perceived, it was impossible to ascertain whether the move- 
ment occurred in the whole muscle, or only in a part of it. But a con- 
traction in the phosphorescent species being accompanied with light, 
the ^rlficatlon of this fact became easy, and 1 believe I may safely con- 
clude, from the facts above enumerated, that in the annelides, and also 
the actiniidae and holothuriae just named, muscular contraction but 
rarely takes place in the whole length of a muscle, oy even of a single 
fibre. Observations of this kind are mode with more difficulty among 
the ophiuridae, in which the muscular fibres ore merged into each otlier, 
and lost as it were in the general meshwork of the tissues ; but it k evi- 
dent that analogy would authorize the admission of precisely the same 
conclusion in^them, and even in those cases where we have the appear- • 
ance of isolated luminous points, as I have frequently witnessed, and 
which at first docs not appear confirmatory of the view. ^ ^ 

The annelides subjected to experiment have exhibited anotlier fact 
whlcli appears equally worthy of attention. At the time I discovered 
them in the fuel, which supplied them with a safe retreat^ their move- 
ments were prompt and energetic j and the phosphorescence was equally 
lively. Soon, however, they became languid, -tfs regarded their loco- 
motive powers, and the light became proportionably fai^iter. After a 
time, it became necessary to excite them greatly, before a spark of any 
brilliancy was obtained. At last they could not be roused at all, and 
the light entirol/ disappeared. After leaving them, however, to repose 
for a longer or shorter time, they seemed to renew their strength, and 
movement returned, together with the luminous phenomena. This kind 
of lassitude, which was rather tardy in its manifestation in some of the 
annelides, on the contrary exhibited itself very promptly among the 
ophiuridae. In these the phosphorescence was at first very conspicuous, 
and their five arms were often illuminated from one extremity to an- 
other ; but this brilliancy continued only for a few seconds, and the ani- 
mal was quiet. Being stimulated, it again put itself in motion, but with 
much less energy ; and the illumination disappeared equf\Jly rapidly. 
Usually, I could obtain only seven or eight consecutive luminous dis- 
charges : some of the most robust have afforded as man}* as nine. One 
of these, after I had allowed it to rest for half^^^n hour, gave, at tho 
end of tills time, tliree other discharges, but they were far from being 
strong. 

It thus appears very clearly, that the production of thjs luminosity' 
very much fatigues the animal, and rapidly exhausts it. Where any 


* See the Memoirs upon the Synaptes^of Duvemoy, and on the Edwardsias, 
as well as tho plates which accompany them, in the Annaks dee Seimeea Natu- 
rellee for 1843. 
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ophiuridce were in tliie condition, I liate pricked them thoroughly^ and 
tortured them in all ways, during whicii they remained quite motion- 
less. If, after this, I, as it wore, triturated one of their arms with a pin, 
I obtained a little feeble light, but nothing more. Even organic con- 
tractility appeared to become extinct in them, whilst in one of the genus 
Syllis, we have previously seen how very long it continued. This mark- 
ed difference appeared to depend upon the nature of the tissues, ivhich 
ore much more solid in the Articulata, even those which are microscopic, 
than in the Rudiata. The organized layer which clothes the testa of 
the ophiuridre, is very rapidly decomposed and dissolved; and it cannot 
long preserve those properties which appear to appertain exclusively to 
the organization. 

These facts which I now publish, appear clearly to indicate a resem- 
blance between the luminous phenomena of these minute animals and 
the electrical phenomena which are possessed by the torpedo, gymnotus, 
&c. In both of these classes, the imponderable fluid, light or electricity, 
is wastejJ. by an organized apparatus in a state of purity. In the fishes, as 
in the annelides and opliiuridae, this fluid is smartly disengaged by dis- 
charges : these dischiwges, electrical or luminous, progressively diminish 
in intensity they speedily fatigue the animal submitted to the experi- 
ment, and a longer or shorter repose is necessary ere the phenomena can 
again he produced. 

M. do Humboldt has kindly communicated to me ccrbiin unpublished 
observations made by M. Ehrenherg, and which corroborate those above 
detailed. The illustrious microscopist of Berlin has observed among 
some small marine animals approximating to the ^omfu</ucs a special 
luminous organ wliich he compares to the apparatus of the electrical 
fishes. He has also been led to admit that in this (»rgan there is the ap- 
pearance of light b}’- sparks, and by a discharge, and independent of all 
material secretion. In short, he has, as I luive done, assimilated the 
production of light in these microscopic beings, to the production of 
electricity in fishes. 

There is, however, a fundamental diflercnce between the facts I have de-» 
tailed, and those observ^ed by M. Ehrenbcrg, In the annelides and ophiuridse 
no special luminous organ is to be found ; and the function is devolved 
upon the muscles. This last particular, however, is not of a nature to 
prejudice the minds of naturalists^ since the beautiful experiments of M. 
Matteucci have, in higher animals, demonstrated that the existence 
of electric currents are manifestly apparent in the muscular masses. 
Natural philosophers are coming every day to consider the different im- 
ponderable fluids as being only simple modifications of one and the same 
agent; and if is no difficult matter to conceive that tills agent, when put 
in motion in living bodies, and particularly in the muscles, may exhibit 
itself sometimes in the form of light, and at other times under that of 
electricity. 

T shall conclude this notice with this single reflection. It is well known 
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that in the electric discharges of fishes, the shock, though very strong. Is 
accompanied with only a feeble and duU spark. The ingenious experi- 
ments devised by M. Masson, have, it is true, demonstrated, that with a 
very feeble source of electricity we may obtain very violent shocks, in 
which notwithstanding, the sparks are scarcely visible. With the help 
of his apparatus, he has produced the electrical phenomena of fishes in all 
their minute circumstances, but, in the explanation which he has given 
of these facts, he is always obliged to admit, that at the moment of the 
shock, the electricitj’ accumulated in the spinal nerves rapidly ; that it 
consequently acts in considerable quantities, although the source whence 
it emanates appears to give origin only to a very feeble current. In the 
theory of M. Masson, or in that of others, the violent shock which is felt 
in coming into contact with the torpedo and the gymnotus, is owing to 
a great mass of electricity dispersing itself rapidly among our organa, 
and the disproportion between the intensity of the luminous phenomena 
observed, and that which wo should have been led to expect, does not 
the less exist. 

Butin the annelidos and the opliiurida© wc have been able to recognise 
only the production of light : it would be interesting to discover if there 
be not at the same time traces of electricity. This investigiltion cannot 
evidently bo undertaken upon the species which we have observed, their 
minuteness opposing all attempts of this kind. JJat it is well known that 
M. Duges has discovered in the stones in the neighbourhood of the volcano 
of Agdo a large specimen of the genus Syllis which he has designated by 
the specific appellation of whose luminosity is without doubt of 

the same nature fls in its congeners. It is ])robable that this species is 
not confined to tbc locality iu which the Montpellier Professor has dis- 
covered it ; and I sliajji take the liberty therefore of pointing out this ani- 
mal to those naturalists and physiologists who are on the shores of the 
Mediterranean as a most suitable subject for the experimental enquiry 
to which I have alluded. It would be curious to discover in the modi- 
fications, luminous or electrical, of the agent on which we have been 
dwelling, a kind of balancing or fluctuation, whence it should result that 
in the same animal, the one cannot, so to speak, predominate, except at 
the expense of the other.* 


* I must here make one remark concoming the facts I have been detailing. 
We cannot on all occasions procure animals whose phosphorescence is so strong 
that it will be seen when we use magnifiers. ' Generally we only discover a 
feeble glimmer when using a magnifying power of ten diameters. Naturalists 
therefore who wish to repeat these observations must not be discouraged if they 
meet with some disappointments before they succeed . — ( From Annaki dtia Sciences 
NaturdleSf Mars 1843, p. 183.) * • 




( 112 ) 


On B(me ExperimentB made hy a Commission of the Royal In- 
stitute "of the Pays Bas^ with a view of verifying the pro- 
perty ascribed to Oil of calming fhe waves of the Sea. 

The Annales de Chimie et de Physique for the month of 
March 1342, contain . a Memoir by M. A. Van Beek, on the 
property possessed by oils of calming waves, and rendering the 
surface of the water perfectly transparent. After citing 
many testimonies to prove the existence of this property and 
its efficacy, the author goes on to express the opinion that we" 
may find, by the use of oil during tempests, a means of protoct- 
ingpiers and other marine constructions against the violence of 
the w'aves, by pouring it on the water not far from the sides. 

So bold and singular a supposition could not fail to attract 
the attention of men of science ; accordingly, the Academy of 
Sciences of Paris appointed a commission to examine the sub- 
ject. But, on this occasion, it will be neither useless nor un- 
interesting to our "headers to know that the same question has 
already been agitated in Holland. 

M. Van Beek, who is a member of the Royal Institute of 
the Pays Bas, made a proposal last year atf the sitting of 
the class of sciences, having for its object to prevail on the 
Government to institute experiments with? the view of prov- 
ing that oil liad the power of preserving piers against the 
violence of the sea. ♦ 

This proposition was not generally approved of. Three 
members were chosen to examine further into its importance ; 
but these three persons in their turn being by no means unani- 
mous in the considerations and advice which they offered, it 
W'as thought that the best way of getting rid of the embarrass- 
ment, was to adjourn the consideration*6f the proposal, and 
endeavour; before resuming it, to obtain some positive light 
on the question itself. In consequence, a commission of five 
members was appointed, with instructions to make direct ex- 
periments on the power oil exei^ises on the waves near the 
coast ; and it iathe report of this commission which we are 
now about to communicate. • 

Thg coamnission nominated from among the members of 
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the first class of the Royal Institute of the Pays Bas, and 
directed to mahe experiments on the power attrij 3 uied to oil 
and other fat substances of diminishing the violence of waves, 
report what was done and observed hf them on this subject. 

The Commission having chosen the village of Zandvoort, si" 
tuate on the shore of the North Sea, as the place for making 
their experiments, agreed to meet there on the first stormy day. 

They were obliged, however, to change their intention, and 
to fix on a certain day, on account of the period of the season 
(the month of June), during which tempests are rare ; and the 
blasts of w'ind of any degree of strength being also of short 
duration, it would have been impossible for them to have met 
at the village mentioned in proper time. They came more 
readily to a decision by considering that, if oil really exercises* 
on the water in a state of great agitation the power supposed, 
it must be still more easy to recognise this proper^ on a sea 
put in motion by a wind of moderate force. -Meanwhile, two 
of the commissioners, happening to be in the country on a 
day when the wind was blowing violenttj^, made a trial by 
pouring a small quantity of oil on the water of a rivulet, and 
observed an evident change in the appearance and movement 
of the water. • 

Another member of the Commission made on the same day 
a similar trial on tho Spaarne (a small river near Harlem), 
and obtained the same result. 

Encouraged by all these observations, the 28lh of June 
was fixed on for the purpose of proceeding to ulterior ex- 
periments. 

The Commissioners assembled at Zandvoort on the day 
mentioned at nine o’clock in the morning. Some of them 
proceeded a short distance from the shore, in order to pour the 
oil upon the water, and observe the results; the others re- 
maining on land, and not knowing either at what moment or 
how many times the oil was poured out, were to keep their 
eyes fixed on the waves, which rolled from the bo^t towards 
the shore ; by these means, their opinion, exempt from all in- 
fluence, might be considered as so much the more impartial. 

The wind was south-west, and of moderate force ; the 
quantity of oil poured out at four different times, nam^y, at 
43, 45, 60, and 64 minutes past nine o’clock, amounted to* 15 
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litres (upwards of 3 imperial gallons) ; the tide was flowing, 
and would not reach its full height till 21 minutes past eleyen 
o’clock. 

The Commissioners who remained on the shore not having 
remarked any effect which could be ascribed to the effusion of 
the oil; and the same thing being the case with those engaged 
in pouring it> we might already consider the question, if oil 
poured at a little distance from our piers could protect them 
from the fury of the waves, as answered in the negative* 
Nevertheless, the Commissioners thought it incumbent upon 
them to make a second trial at a somewhat greater distance 
from the shore. Two of them were rowed beyond the rocks, 
and then cast anchor. 

* The distance was calculated by the boatmen at 300 yards ; 
the sounding line indicated a depth of about three yards ; and 
the waves were rolling considerably. More than the half of 
15 litres of oil was poured out in the space of five minutes 
(from 15 to 10 minutes before 12 o’clock), and the Commis- 
sioners did not observe the slightest effect in relation to the 
object of their mission. They saw the oil swimming on the 
surface of the water, partly united in spots of an irregular 
form, partly extended and forming a pelliele, and partly 
mingling with the foam of the waves, and sharing in their 
oscillatory movements. < 

When returning to the shore, at the moment of passing the 
rocks, the Commissioners caused the rest of the oil to be poured 
on the water, and they can testify that it had no effect in di- 
minishing the motion of the waves, for they were many times 
abundantly sprinkled with the spray. It is unnecessary to add, 
that those who remained on land, had remarked nothing at 
all which could be attributed to the effusion of the oil. 

After all that has been said. and written on tUs subject, the 
Commissioners are astonished at the negative result of ^ their 
experiments, and^ limiting themselves to the account of them, 
they add no observations. They believe themselves, however, 
authorized to assert, as their personal opinion, that the idea 
of protecting our piers by means of oil, is not a happy one.* 

* From Annales de Ohimie et Physique. T. .vii. p. 371. — The ezperimehts 
appear to have been conducted on too small a scale to afford satisfactory results. 
— Epit. 
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1. The Permian System of Rocks. 2. Theory of the Origin of 
Coal, 3. Lines of Ancient Sea Levels. On' Masto^ 
dontoid and Megatherioid Animals. 5. The Chief Aim of 
the GeologiccU Society of London* By R. I. Murchison, 
Esq., President of the Geological Society, &c. &c.* 

1. Permian System of Rocks, its eastern frontier, far 
removed from the tract to which allusion has been made, the 
uppermost member of the carboniferous limestones of Nor-, 
them and Central Russia, distinguished by the presence of 
multitudes of the foraminifer Fusulina^ is succeeded by the 
most widely spread of the Russian systems ; to which, from its 
occupying the whole of the ancient kingdom of Permia, we 
have assigned the name of Permian. You have been told, 
that this vast group is composed of limestones, marls, great 
masses of gypsum, rock-salt and repeated ^tRernations of cup- 
riferous strata ; and that it contains a flora and a fauna, of 
characters intermediate between those of the Carboniferous 
and Triassic periods. The shells are, to a great extent, those of 
our Magnesian Limestone or Zechstein ; and, like'the conglo- 
merate of that depojit near Bristol, the Permian rocks are dis- 
tinguished by the presence of Thecodont Saurians. The in- 
terest attached to these vast deposits, which have been spread 
out on the western flanks of the Ural Mountains, is increased 
by the inferences which have been drawn, that springs and 
currents holding much copper in solution must have flowed 
from the edges of that highly mineralwed and metamoi^hic 
chain, while the Permian strata were accumulating. But the 
great value of having worked out a fuller and richer type of 
a group of strata between the Carboniferous and Triassic 
epochs than any which exists in Western Europe, will be found 
in the fossil shells, the plates of which are already far advan- 
ced ; for, with some species hitherto known in the Zechstein 

• • 

♦ From the Address delivered at the Antuversary Moetiog of the Geological 
Society of London, 17th February 1843. 
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of Germany and Magnesian Limestone of England, we shall 
publish others which are indentical with or analogous to forms 
that occur in rocks occupying the same geological position in 
North America. 

In America, indeed, as in Russia, these beds had been com- 
pared with every deposit, from the coal to the Keuper inclu- 
sive, whilst in our work they will be shewn to have no con- 
nection with the New Red Sandstone or Triassic group, but 
to occupy a definite position, truly intermediate between that 
system and the carboniferous. At the same time it is mani- 
fest, that although they overlie and arc, as they ought to be, 
very distinct from the Carboniferous system, yet they contain 
some species of shells which occur in that division. Thus it 
will be made evident, that afterall there now remains scarcely 
any real difference of opinion on this head between Mr Phillips 
and myself (to which I alluded last year) ; for I learn from 
him, that in England the analogy between the fossils of the 
Magnesian and Mountain Limestone obtains to a far greater 
extent than coul^ be supposed from any published catalogues. 
I trust, therefore, that the ensuing year will not be without 
its fruits in the production of new works on the shells of the 
Magnesian Limestone of our own country ; 4nd I am glad to 
have it in my power to inform you, that Mr King, the Cura- 
tor of the Natural History Society of Newcastle-on-Tyne, is 
preparing some excellent materials for this purpose. 

A better acquaintance with the Permian fossils, particu- 
larly the prevalent Mollusca, induces me, notwithstanding 
the arguments I employed last year, to infer that this deposit, 
so naturally connected through its characteristic fossils with 
the Carboniferous strata, must be classed with the Palmozoic 
rocks.* The physical structure of Russia is also greatly in 
favour of this view ; For, in large portions of that country, there 
is an ratire absence of the great rupture between the Carbo- 
niferous rocks and the Magnesian Limestone, which is so pre- 
valent the British Isles. The examination of rocks of this 
age in North America, pleads to the same opinion ; viz. that 


* My companions, M. de VerneuU and Count KeyserJing, have long entertained 
the sagie views as Mr Phillips on this point. 
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the Permian deposits must be viewed as the fourth mr uppmr^ 
most stage of the Palfieozok series^ notwithstanding the occur- 
rence of Thecodont Saurians, 

2. Theory of the origin of Coal. American and European 
Evidences compared . — At the last Annivetsafy we were 
aware, from tlie independent evidence of Mr Lyell, that both 
the bituminous and anthracitic coals of Pennsylvania were 
underlaid by Stigmaria fcoides&nd fire-clay; and we have now 
before us the result of the labours of our associate Mr Logan 
in the coal-fields of Pennsylvania and Nova Scotia, in examin- 
ing which, his chief object seems to have been to ascertain 
whether the facts relating to the theory of the origin of coal, 
as seen in North America/ were analogous to those to which 
he has so successfully directed attention in England. 

Availing himself of the prior researches of \he Amcric£V,n 
geologist, Professor H. Rogers, and his assistant surveyors, 
who had prepared the valuable map of Pennsylvania above 
alluded to, Mr Logan has laid before us a very clear sketch 
of the general relations of the Pennsylvanian carbonaceous 
deposits, and of their chief convolutions. Since that time 
the Governor and legislature of the Canadas have wisely se- 
lected this weli-trained field-geologist to execute a mineral 
survey of the whole province ; and I am happy to acquaint 
you that he has alueady commenced his task in a very effect- 
ive and vigorous manner, by laying down as the base-lines 
of his work, some of the great antielinals and synclinals of 
that region, and by connecting them with the already de- 
scribed features of the United States. In comparing the coal- 
field of Pennsylvania with those of South Wales, with which 
he is familiar, Mr Logan states, that he almost invariably 
detected beneath each anthracitic coal-seam, a bed of fire-^clay 
or argillaceous materials filled with SHgtnaria ficoides. In 
his description of the coal-fields of Nova Scotia, which have 
not yet been fully developed, but among which we hear of one 
bed of clear coal twenty-four feet thick, and affording 250 
tons daily, Mr Logan states he had also detected the Stig^ 
maria ficoides in similar underclay. With sucb extended ob- 
servation spread out before thems tlie evidences in which all 
seem to point one way, young geologists may well be led to 
suppose that the theory which, if I may so speak, has recently 
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been rendered fashionable, of the ori^n of coal by subsidence 
of vegetable matter in situ^ must be considered established as 
of general application. I, however, adhere to the cautionary 
remarks which I ventured to make last year, and will now 
endeavour to impress upon your minds the inapplicability of 
such a theory, however true under limitations, to large por- 
tions of the carboniferous strata in different parts of the 
world. 

Since our last Anniversary statements have appeared in our 
own country, both supporting and impugning the probable 
truth of the theory. The last meeting of the British Associa- 
tion being held at Manchester, geologists were there assem^ 
bled in the centre of a tract appealed to with great reason 
by the supporters of this theory as containing many proofs of 
its truth ; for* in the immediate vicinity of that town there 
occur, as you all know, the beautiful examples of vertical 
stems of large trees apparently in their original position, 
which were formerly described before this Society. After 
giving an elaborate and satisfactory account of the great Lan- 
cashire coal-field, shewing that its lowest members, formed on 
the flanks of the Penine chain, and subordinate to the mill- 
stone grit, contain marine shells analogous to those of the 
Mountain Limestone series, and stating that they are sur- 
mounted by a middle and an upper group, ^he former consti- 
tuting the richest coal-field, Mr Binney describes in great de- 
tail the composition and contents of all the numerous roofs 
and floors, as well as also of the coal-seams, which are includ- 
ed between them. He shews also that the roofs vary in their 
nature at different places, even over the same seam, and con- 
tain Ihe remains of many vegetables, sometimes, as near Man- 
chester, in vertical positions, SiyillaricB being in such cases 
a most abundant plant ; other roofs of black shale in the 
lower field are loaded with Pectene, Goniatitee, Posidonia, and 
fishes. The coal-floors, on the contrary, present a much 
greater uniformity of structure, fire-clay similar to the under- 
clay of Mr l^an being most abundant ; though it is admit- 
ted, that a difle^ent or siliceous clay also frequently occurs, 
and that two instances are known whei^e the coal rests at once 
OB coarse quartzose sandstone. Seeing, that with one excep- 
tion, ah the floors throughout an estimated thickness of near 
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6000 feet contain the plant Stignmria ficotdes ufually with iM 
leaves attached, — ^that both the roofs and floors indicate a 
very tranquil method of accumulation, — ^that the coal is free 
from admixture of foreign or drifted materials, and that large 
trees frequently stand upright, this author is induced to be- 
lieve that the vegetables out of which the coal has been formed, 
grew upon the spot. 

At the same meeting, this view was contested by Mr W. C 
Williamson, also well acquainted with the structure of the 
country around Manchester. His chief arguments were, 
however, derived from other tracts, and they assisted in 
proving, — The frequent association of marine shells with 
coal (as at .Coalbrook Dale, and in Yoikshire). The 

very triturated and broken condition of the plants, as well as 
their great intermixture in the sandstone and grits, coupled 
with the fact that large quantities of vegetables are often 
matted together with marine and estuary shells, phenomena 
indicative of drift. Admitting that the floors of the coal or 
undei'clay present a great uniformity boi;h^in the absence of 
other plants, and in the almost general occurrence of the 
Stigmaria, Mr Williamson allo^^s that a plant, found so very 
generally in such a position, may have grown in estuaries into 
which the other vegetables were drifted* Acknowledging 
that the drift thecgy is open to some objections, he stated that 
one of the greatest of these is, in his opinion, the extent and 
uniformity of some of the thin seams of coal. On this point, 
however, I must be permitted to say, that, if admitted, the 
difficulty must be applied to numberless other deposits of all 
ages, which every one knows must have been accumulated 
under water. Subaqueous action of a tranquil nature is, it 
appears to me, precisely the agency by which we can satis- 
fiictorily explain the uniformity of many thin layers contain-* 
ing vegetables which are extended over wide areas, as in the 
copper grits of Russia before alluded to. By what other 
possible means, foe example, can we explain the wide extent 
of the thin copper slate of Germany with its associated Ashes 
on the still thinner bone-bed at theTsase of the Lias? So f^ 
then from being a phenomenon, which invalidates the forrna- 
tion of coal under water, it seems to me, that the very fact of 
a thin and equable deposit is an almost impossible condition, 
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if we insist as^clusively upon the submergence of forests or 
jungles in siiu, in which considerable irregularities of outline 
must in all pi'obability have prevailed. 

On my own part, and that of my fellow-travellers in Russia, 
I have brought before this Society what we consider strong 
evidences against the too general adoption of this favourite 
theory. We have told you that in many instances the Siig^ 
maria fitoidee occurs in loose and incoherent sands, as well as 
in shales, and is frequently present where no coal is seen ; 
but what wc chiefly insist upon is, that all the coal-seams of the 
south of Russia, without exception, alternate repeatedly with 
beds of purely marine origin. In one section of the Donetz 
coal-field it has been stated^ that at least twelve beds of ma- 
rine limestone alternate in one vertical section with thirteen 
seams of coal and numerous bands of sandstone and shale, in 
which many species of plants, besides Stigmarise, are confused- 
ly heaped together. But we need not go to Russia for such 
examples. The whole of the mountain limestone or lower 
coal series of the north of England is charged, though not 
to so great an extent, with proofs of the alternation of marine 
deposits with coal and its associated sandstone and shale. 

The coast of Northumberland, to the nortfe of Alnwick, 
presents evidences of thin seams of coal resting at once on 
sandstone, and intimately connected with^limestonc full of 
sea-shells. Advancing northwards to Berwick, and to beyond 
the Tweed, purely marine strata re-occur, charged with still 
more carbonaceous matter ; and, in the same series on the 
north-western parts of England, we have frequent examples of 
the persistence of what must be called exclusively marine con- 
ditions. Throughout that vast succession of beds, all the ani- 
mal remains with which geologists have become acquainted, 
occupying many distinct stages, have lived in the sea, whilst 
the plants, so far as I have been able to observe them (broken 
into firagments), consist of many species irregularly heaped 
together, the whole, together with the sands, grits, pebbles, 
and shale, Coffering the clearest signs of the drifting action of 
water. • 

On the subject, tlien, of the, origin of coal, it would appear, 
that as our inductions can never be sound, if they repose upon 
one class of phenomena ^only, so do some coal strata offer in- 
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dications of the truth of the hypothesis, that in large tracts of 
the world, the mineral was formed from vegetables which 
Avere washed into bays and estuaries, and often carried far into 
the then existing seas. In other instances, flat and marshy 
tracts rich in tropical vegetation, being subjected to gradual 
depressions, may have been converted iMo lagoons and swamps 
without any direct encroachment of tlie sea ; and in this pecu- 
liiu: condition (subjected, however, in all cases, to entomb- 
ment beneath those waters in which the overlying sandstone 
and shales were accumulated), oscillations of the land may 
have raised the beds at intervals, again to be fltted for the 
growth of marshy vegetables. 

In geology more than any oilier science, it must be our con- 
stant endeavour to unravel phenomena which at one time 
seemed inexplicable, and often opposed to each other ; hut 
with new discoveries the difficulties vanish, and the apparent- 
ly conflicting testimonies are found to be in perfect iiarmony 
with the order of changes, which the surface of the globe has 
undergone. I repeat, therefore, my belief,* that, whilst coal 
may have been formed in many localities by subsidence of ve- 
getables on the spot on which they grew, as first suggested by 
Brongniart, MapCulloch, and others, its origin unquestionably 
is also due, and over very large territories, to plants having been 
washed into estuaries and seas, and there equally spread out 
ill* successive layers with sand and mud. 

3. On Lines of Ancient Sea-Levels , — In a recent report to 
the French Institute, our foreign Associate, M. Elie de 
Beaumont, has given the substance of a most iinjiortant me- 
moir by M. Bravais, On the Lines of Ancient Sea-level 
iiV Finmark.’’ Informing us that this work proceeds from 
the pen of a naval officer attached to one of those nume- 
rous scientific enterprises conducted at the public cost, which 
do so much honour to the French government, M. de Beau- 
mont embodies the labours of M. Bravais in a lucid analysis 
of many of tlio facts relating to the same subject, which have 
been accumulated in Norway, Sweden, and the British Isles. 

Proofs of the elevation of the coasts of Noaway have been 
brought before geologists by Von^Buch, Brongniart, and Keil- 
hau, and have recently been extended by M. Eugene Robert to 
Spitzbergen. Mr Lyell has, made the British public faihiliar 
with the great oscillations wffiich the land of Sweden has un- 
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dergone since the existence of the present marine fauna (for 
Scania has been depressed beneath the Baltic, whilst other 
parts of Sweden have been raised), and I may be permitted to 
add, that the extent to which elevations have affected the 
north-eastern corner olF Europe has been recently pointed out 
in Russia by my companions and myself. 

In the prelude to the report on the part which M. Bravais 
has performed in these labours, we are put in possession of the 
results of the valuable researches of Professor Keilhau, who, 
prior to the French expedition, had ascertained the levels of 
different accumulations, all supposed to be marine, from the 
sea-shores to altitudes of above 600 feet in the interior of 
Norway. 

The greater number of geologists have for some time be- 
lieved, that these phenomena could alone be satisfactorily ex- 
plained Ipr upheaval of the land, and M. Bravais has, by a new 
method of proof, arrived at the same conclusion. 

Passing about a year in the environs of Hammerfest, he ob- 
served that terraees'of gravel in some spots, and marks of ero- 
sion on, the face of the cliffs at others, indicated at least two 
ancient lines of sea-level, which extended from the coast far 
into the interior along the sides of the sea-loch of Alten fiord. 
Availing himself of the water-mark left by the line of sea- 
weeds (Fucus vesiculosus), and estimating from that horizon 
an approximate mean level of the tide, he instituted a series 
of exact measurements of the altitude of both the lower and 
upper sea beaches, or ancient water-marks upon the rocks, at 
six different stations between the mouth of the fiord and its 
southern extremity, a distance of ten to eighteen leagues, and 
he arrived at the striking result, that the two terraces of Alten 
fiord, which at first sight, or seen only to a limited extent, 
seemed to be horizontal and parallel, are, when measured ri- 
gorously, found to rise from the levels of 46 and 92 feet (En- 
glish) above the sea near the mouth of the firth to the heights 
of 90 feet and 220 feet at its further or inland extreiriity ! In 
referring you to the Memoir for the ingenious and accurate 
methods employed by the author to obtain these results, and 
of which M. de Beaumont has given a very clear account, I 
will here simply direct your attention to some of the chief geo- 
logical considerations with which they are involved. 
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As these lines of deposit rise towards the interior, so as to 
mark that they coincide nearly with the chief axis of elevation 
of the Norwegian chain, and as there is a want of parallelism 
in the two beaches, the relative altitudes of which vary much 
in short distances, so is it obviously impossible to account for 
the phenomena by any former condition of the tides ; and the 
hypothesis of salt water lakes is, from the same causes, equal- 
ly inadmissible. 

Submarine currents dependent upon violent elevation of the 
chain will, the author contends, no better explain the pheno- 
mena, because the torrential debacles which would have accom- 
panied such movements would have left confusedly assembled 
drifts, and not regularly arranged terraces. It therefore seems 
fair to admit that these arc truly ancient sea-beaches. The 
measurements of M. Bravais shew, in fact, that in proceeding 
from the coast into the interior, these beds not only rise to 
higher levels, but that their elevation has been irregular, viz. 
that whilst the sea-ward inclination of the older or higher of 
the two terraces, taken from a station at the middle of the 
tiord, is very moderate, the rise of the same beds from that 
central point to the southern extremity of the fiord is at a 
greater angle, find therefore, that there has not only been a 
much more intense movement of elevation over one portion of 
this area than anoMier, but that this notabe change of dip in- 
dicates the greatest movements at the two extremities, the 
centre varying slightly from the horizontal. Now from these 
facts (independent of all the geological evidence) it is argued, 
as before observed, that no change of level of the sea will ac- 
count for such an outline. 

I will pass over those parts of the report which are connect- 
ed with pure physics, not only on account of my own in com- 
petency to do justice to them, but because I would suggest, 
that however certain geological phenomena may be eventually 
proved to be connected with the question of the density of the 
earth, it is obvious that unequal simultaneous elevations and 
depressions over so small an area as Scandinavia can scarcely 
be due to'such a cause. After ably treating tiiis subject, and 
showing that great terrestrial mervements only can bo admitted 
as explanatory of the facts observed, M. de Beaumont ^refers 
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to the works of British geologists^ and suggests* as indeed Mr 
Phillips has done,* that the parallel roads of Glen Roy may, 
by accurate measurement, be proved not to be parallel ; and 
he then goes on to shew, that the lines of ancient sea-level of 
comparatively modern periods, have undergone broad undula- 
tions or great ascending and descending movements over ex- 
tensive areas. 

Let us see bow these views are strictly applicable to our 
own country. The occurrence of ancient beaches containing 
marine shells of existing species at different levels above tlie 
sea, has long been observed by* geologists in the British 
Isles. Terraces of gravel have also been noted at various al- 
titudes. In some instances they have been referred to the 
formation of lakes, but in others they have been compared to 
sea>shingle ; in many cases also they have been merged with 
diluvial deposits, and latterly an endeavour has been made to 
explain s(Sme of them by the action of glaciers which arc sup- 
posed to have barred up former lakes. It may be that we 
should not endeavour to refer the whole of these phenomena 
to one common origin ; though most persons must admit that 
the mass of recent evidence proves the greater number of the 
superficial deposits, to which allusion is now jnade, to have 
been formed beneath the sea. Wherever, indeed, these ac- 
cumulations are fo^nd to contain marine sh^dls so imbedded in 
the sand or gravel as to resemble sea-bottoms, and no doubt 
can remain of their origin, the only question is, why do we 
find these shells at such different altitudes ? why are the same 
marine remains (appealing to British examples) placed at a 
height of upwards of 1600 feet in North Wales, and a few feet 
only above the sea in Devonshire and Cornwall, and at heights 
varying from 200 to 400 in the central counties ? Most geo- 
logists have been satisfied to reply (and I am myself of the 
number), that in these evidences they had distinct proofs, not 
that the sea had stood at an indefinite number of levels, there- 
by making a most broken and irregular outline within the same 
period (a i^pposition apparently absurd), but that the bottom 
of the sea had undergone irregul^ir oscillations, some points 


^ See Penny Cyclopeedia, J^araUcl romU, 
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having been^raised to much greater heights than others. The 
examination of the tnountmns of North Wales and the adja- 
cent plains of Shropshire, for example, could lead to no other 
inference ; there being in “tracts absolutely contiguous, a dif- 
ference of not less than 1000 feet between the level at which 
the same species of marine shells are now lying ; and as no 
other portion of England or South Wales offers a trace of tes- 
tacea at the higher of these altitudes, it is demonstrable, that 
when the sea deposited the shells in Moel Tryfane it did not 
stand at that height above the whole of England, but that the 
local appearances resulted simply from unequal elevation of 
the sea’s bottom. 

All the analogous phenomena in the British Isles seem to 
lead to the same conclusion. Whilst the modern marine al- 
luvia of the central counties are found to rise towards Snow- 
don as a great centre of elevation, the banks of gravel with 
similar shells ascend from the coasts of Lancashire towards 
the Penine chain in the interior. Again, in the south-west of 
England, the most distinct sea-beaches yet noticed, were as- 
certained to rise very perceptibly from a low level on the south 
coast of Devon and Cornwall, to heights of 120 feet above the 
sea in North Dtevon, w^herc the elevation is more intense. The 
valley of the Severn afforded similar proofs.; the beds of gra- 
vel wdth sea-shell% between Worcester and Gloucester, near 
its estuary, are slightly elevated above the sea ; but in ascend- 
ing to its source, the same gravel and shells occur at altitudes 
of 500 to 600 feet, until finally they are seen in the lofty cliffs 
of Moel Tryfane, before alluded to. 

Whilst such may be justly received as absolute proofs (quite 
as clear as those of M. Bravais) of more intense elevation at 
some points than at others, the submarine forests along our 
coasts have been supposed to offer proofs of subsidence. These 
evidences, however, are not of the same satisfactory nature as 
those of elevation, for it may in some instances be contended, 
that the forests in question grew upon low deltas,^ and have 
been overwhelmed by irruptions of the sea, which broke down 
certain banks or natural barriers, that at one period protected 
them from inundation. But granting these submarine forests on 
the east coast of England to be really as good proofs of a de- 
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pression of the land as any which exist on the shores of Scania, 
where a great subsidence has been established, it must also 
be borne in mind, tLat the rocky western coast of our island 
offers equal signs of depression^ since Cornwall and Pembroke- 
shire, and even Cardigan, so near to the point of intense eleva- 
tion, Snowdon, have each their submerged forests as well as 
Lincolnshire. Examined, then, as a whole, England offers 
many evidences which to me seem conclusive, that within a 
very recent period, the land has undergone great and unequal 
movements, both of elevation and depression,' in relation to 
the level of the sea. Scotland and Ireland present like pheno- 
mena. In the latter country modern marine shells havd been 
found in many localities at various altitudes. Scotland so 
rich in superficial accumulations, also offers near her shores 
. many testimonies of former sea-bottoms laden with numerous 
shells, but hitherto these remains have only been found at 
comparatively low altitudes. Another class of detritus, in 
which, in common with England, she is rich, consists of ex- 
tensive irregular accumulations of clay, boulders and gravel, 
usually called “ till/- and which may be compared with the 
drift of the tract extending from Bedfordshire and the eastern 
side of Huntingdonshire, to the coasts of Norfolk, Suffolk, and 
Essex. A third class is composed of gravel and sand, often 
arranged in terraces, which in some cases cocour at different 
levels, following the sinuosities of the bays and headlands of 
the sea-coast ; in others ramifying into the interior, along the 
sides of deep cavities occupied by fresh-water lakes. 

The well-known “ parallel roads” of Lochaber offer the 
most striking example of terraces at different levels above a 
series of existing lakes, and their explanation has been long 
the subject of controversy. For many years it was the favourite 
hypothesis, based, however, upon the supposition of their per* 
feet parallelism^ that these lines of shingle were the shore lines 
of the lakes when they stood at higher levels, from which they 
have been^successively let off by the breaking down or wear- 
ing away of their barriers.^ Though supported by several good 
observers, this view has always presented great difficulties as 
to the demand upon our belief in the wearing away and de- 
struction of enormous barriers. Very recently, indeed, the 
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expounders of a terrestrial glacial theory have at once obvi- 
ated all difficulty, by constructing in their imagination enormous 
walls of ice 2600 feet high, by which such lakes werd formerly 
supported, and by the sudden melting of which they have been 
let off. 

Unable to screw my courage up to the belief in this glacial 
explanation, I will not now repeat the many objections which 
must be raised against it, but will simply join those who pre- 
fer to invoke the more rational, and, as it appears to me, per- 
fectly satisfactory hypothesis, that all these terraces of gravel 
(including those of the parallel roads) are nothing more than 
ancieiM:> lines of beach, which are so many marks of the suc- 
cessive rise of the land. This view is, that, as you all know, 
which was so ably sustained by Mr C. Darwin, who, in point- 
ing out their analogy to raised beaches in other countries, has 
also shewn, that as similar materials occur in the great chasm 
of the Caledonian Canal at still greater altitude ^900 feet 
above the sea), it was impossible to refer them to any other 
cause than submarine elevation.* I havejtocflong entertained 
the same opinion respecting most of the great gravel accumu- 
lation of our isles, to doubt that tliis is the true explanation. 
I would add, hi^ever, that the southern shores of the Moray 
Frith, which are of course open to the wide ocean, offer to my 
eye still more convincing proofs of the accuracy of this view, 
than the patches of gravel along the Caledonian Canal. The 
terraces of gravel, sand, and boulders which there occur at dif- 
ferent levels, may, in fact, be traced from the slopes of the 
mountains of Morayshire and Elgin, to those heaps which lie 
in the great gorge of the centre of the Highlands ; and there- 
fore I maintain, that all these accumulations must have been 
once connected, and were all originally formed underthe^sea. 

No one who has read M. de Beaumont’s report on the me- 
moir of M. Bravais, can fail to be struck with the strong, nay 
even direct analogy which the gravel and shingle beds of the 
marine bays and fresh-water lochs of the Highlands of Scotland 
bear to the terraces of the Norwegian fiords ; and aS the lat- 
ter author has now by patient observation bifeught the phe- 
nomena observed among the latter under the direct control of 

* Oar friend, Mr Maclaren, has supported the same view with his usual ability. 
—Editor. 
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geometrical admeasurement, and has shewn that such lines, 
when correctly examined, are neither horizontal nor parallel, 
so is it my duty, believing that many of the Scottish gravel ter- 
races have been produced by similar agency, to incite my brother 
geologists to apply the rigorous method of examination of M. 
Bravais, and thus to render this branch of our enquiries more 
exact. 1 entertain, indeed, the most sanguine hope, that be- 
fore another anniversary passes over, the Scottish phenomena 
will be tested in a similar manner with those of Norway ; and, 
that as the beds of marine shells in England and parts of 
Scotland and Ireland so clearly bespeak great irregularities of 
movement in the land, so we shall be equally able to sheNv 
that in the Highlands, lines of elevation acting from different 
centres and with different degrees of intensity, have raised 
former sea-bottoms to the different levels at which Ave now 
find them, wdiether along shores or in the deep lateral depres- 
sions b/ which Scotland is so fissured. Let the memoir of 
M. Bravais therefore, with tlie admirable commentary of M. 
Elie de Beaumcrnt,e.be the stimulus to those who enter upon 
this inquiry, which should not be limited to the parallel roads 
of Glen Roy, but extended to the Western Islands andsliores 
of the lochs of Western Ross, among whicli I have a recollec- 
tion of numerous shingle terraces, including that so well de- 
scribed by Captain Vetch* ; and eastwai;ds, to the great ac- 
cumulations adverted to on the southern shores of the Moray 
Frith, which in their turn should be connected with the ele- 
vated shelly beaches of Banffshire, first pointed out by Mr 
Prestwitch.t 

In quitting the consideration of this very interesting topic, I 
caunothowever occupy this Chair withoutsaying, thatalthough 
British geologists have not yet employed the rigorous test ap- 
plied by M. Bravais, there is no department of our science on 
which their observations have thrown more light than that 
w*hich embraces the plietiomena of ancient sea-beaches. 
Reasoning backwards from existing causes and the facts of 
yesterday, Mr Lyell has, by u well-digested set of observations, 
led us to contemplate the very period wdien the ocean was 


* Geol. Trans, vol, i. p.*4l6. 

t M. de Beaumont makes ftiU alluaion to the British cases. 



On Maatodontoid and Megatherioid Animals. 1S9 

beating against our inland escarpments of chalk, and^ wheh 
ou|^ valleys and those of the opposite coasts of France may 
have been fiords like those of Norway.* 

I also know that my friend Mr Lonsdale has long entertained 
similar views, derived from his intimate aeqnaintanoe with the 
escarpment of the oolitic strata ; along some of whidi he has 
observed as perfect lines of dunes as those upon the sea-coast 
of France, whilst in others he has been struck with their re- 
semblance to many great dislocations of marine undercliflk, 
whereby masses of the inferior oolite have been pitched into 
inclined positions at the bottom of the adjacent valleys ; and 
as 1 know that this subject is one which now occupies his at- 
tention, I have. strong hopes, that by his present residence 
on the coast of Devonshire, he will be enabled fo add mate- 
rially to the exact conclusions which have been already drawn 
in this class of researches. ^ 

4. On Mastodontoid and Megatherioid Animah.^^ox a sea- 
son our metropolis contained within it a ^magnificent ske- 
leton of a Mastodontoid quadruped, whtch, in common with 
all geologists and palaeontologists, I hoped to see perma- 
nently established in our National Museum. This gigantic 
animal was dil&covered by a persevering Prussian collector, 
M. Koch, who for some time resided in the United States, 
and who disinternsd it, together with a great profusion of 
heads, teeth, and numerous bones of similar animals, from 
amid the alluvia of a tributary of the St Louis river, where 
the chief remains had probably been an object of super- 
stitious tradition on the part of the Indian tribes. It does 
not appear whether the zealoud Prussian had any scruples to 
overcome ; but I presume they must have been considerable, 
if I were to judge from my own experience in other wild 
countries. In* travelling along the eastern flanks of the Ural 
Mountains, it was my lot to visit many sites of gold alluvia in 
wdiich bones of the mammoth and other extinct quadrupeds 
are found, and for these remains the poor Bashkirs, 4;he origi- 
nal inhabitants of the tract, preserved so deqp a veneration, 
that, in freely permitting the search after the true wealth of 

♦ Klements of Geology, vol, ii, pp. 3 — S. 
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their country \vhich they were incapable of extracting, their 
sole appeal to the Russian miners was, “ Take from us our 
gold, but for God’s sake leave us our ancestors.” 

Overcoming, however, all difficulties, M. Koch succeeded in 
extracting, and afterwards in setting up, the most complete 
specimen of the species which has ever been seen. Applying 
to it the provisional name of Missourium,” he exhibited it 
for some time in the United States, and then brought it with 
many of the associated bones to London, in the hopes of 
having the remains perfectly described, and of obtaining for 
them a price worthy of the British nation. 

The arrival of such a collection could not fail to excite the 
most lively interest and curiosity among our naturalists, and 
the bones having been attentively examined by many members 
of this Society, produced a divemity of opinion respecting the 
generic cjiaracter of the chief remains. North America had 
long been a fertile mine of such reliquim, and the naturalists 
of the United States had not been backward in studying and 
describing them, ^t is not, therefore, a little remarkable 
that the same difference of opinion as to the generic and spe- 
cific identity of the animals that prevailed across the Atlantic, 
IS presented in the memoirs which have recently been read 
before us ; Dr Harl^ and Mr Cooper having maintained opi- 
nions, with which, to a great extent, Professor Owen concurs, 
whilst Dr Grant and M. Koch have supported the views of the 
late Dr Godman. 

Citing the American authorities on his side of the question, 
including Dr Hayes, and enumerating no less than thirteen 
species of Mastodon and six species of Tetracaulodon, Dr 
Grant has made a vigorous effort to vindicate the true generic 
characters of the Tetracaulodon, as founded on the presence 
of a tusk or tusks in the lower jaw and certain variations in 
the form of the crowns of the molar teeth. 

This view has been sustained by Mr A. Nasmyth in an 
elaborate paper “ On the Minute Structure of the tusks of 
extinct Mastodontoid animals.’’ Microscopical examination of 
portions of the tusks believed to belong to five distinct species, 
viz. Mastodon giganteuSy Tetracaulodon Godmaniy T, Kochii^ 
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T. Tapiroides and the Mtssourium, has also led thb author 
to the same inference as Dr Grant ; and he concludes with 
the remark, that, if it be established that specific differences 
positively do exist among all these animals, the value of such 
microscopic researches is great ; but if the five animals are 
grouped as one, then such mode of observation is of no value 
in palseontological science. 

Professor Owen had previously expressed opinions at vari- 
ance with those of Drs Hayes, Qodman, and Grant, and Mr 
Nasmyth, and his views have been supported within these 
walls by my predecessor, Dr Buckland. Pointing out certain 
mistakes in the setting up of the Missoui'ium, as exhibited in* 
the Egyptian Hall, he compares the fossil with all forms with 
which he was acquainted ; and, shewing that it must have be- 
longed to the Ungulata, he judges that the enormous tusks 
of the np][>er jaw constitute a member of the proboscidian 
group of pachyderms, and that the molar teeth prove it to be 
identical with Tetracanlodon or Mastodon giganteus^ He 
argues that the genus Tetracanlodon was^erroneously founded 
upon dental appearances in the lower jaw of a very young 
proboscidian, and that Mr W. Cooper was correct in suggest- 
ing that the Tetracanlodon was nothing but the young of the 
gigantic Mastodon, the tusks of which were lost as the animal 
advanced in age. A- comparison of the whole of M. Kocirs 
collection produced the result in Mr Owen’s mind, that, with 
the exception of a few bones of the Elepkas primigenius (Mam- 
moth), all the other remains of proboscidian pachyderms in 
it belong to the Mastodon giganteus. The remains of other 
animals found by M. Koch are referred to by the Hunterian 
Professor to Lophiodon^ Mylodon Earlani^ Bos^ Cerms^ 8ec. ; 
and in respect to the Mastodon gigantens he expresses his 
conviction that it had two low^er tusks originally in both 
sexes, and retained the lower tusk only in the adult male. 
Although unable to form a correct judgment on the probable 
structure of those extinct quadrupeds, I may call youj atten- 
tion to a recent work of Mr Kaup, whose striking discovery 
of the Deinotherium is familiar to you, and who now seems 
to advocate, from perfectly independent sources of evidence^ 
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the same views as Professor Owen concerning the osteology 
and generic characters of the Mastodon founded upon the com- 
parison of a series of bones and teeth belonging to the Masto- 
don longirostris^ more numerous and complete than even those 
of the Mastodon giganteus. 

Mylodon , — ^One of the most brilliant, and, I venture to say, 
not the least durable of the researches in palaeontology, re- 
mains to be mentioned in the description of the Mylodon to- 
dustusy a new species of gigantic edentate animal, accompanied 
by observations on the affinities and habits of all Megathe- 
rioid animals. After a sketch of the labours of Cuvier, who 
first described the huge Megatherium and pointed out its ana- 
logy to the family of Sloths and Armadillos, of the succeeding 
writings of Jefferson and Harlan upon the genus Megalonyx, 
of Dr Lund on the Ccnlodon and Sphenodon of Brazil, and of 
his own researches which established the Mylodon and Sceli- 
dotherium, Professor Owen proceeds to describe the mega- 
theriold animal which he has named Mylodon robusUts, 

Of the purely” anetomical descriptions, it is not my province 
to speak, and referring you to the work in which, through the 
enlightened munificence of the College of Surgeons, all the 
necessary illustrations have appeared, I passeto the generali- 
zations, and learn that the Mylodon, in common with the 
Megatherium and Megsilonyx, arc gene^^a of the family of 
Gravigradaj as distinguished from the Tardigrada in the or- 
der Sruta. 

Professor Owen then proceeds to a comparison of the ana- 
tomy of the Mylodon with that of all analogous creatures, and 
after an able analysis, he satisfies himself, and also, I am per- 
suaded, every one who has followed his close reasoning, that 
he has at length ascertained the true habits and food of this 
family of mammifers. From their dentition, it is inferred that 
the Megatherium and Mylodon must have been phyllopha- 
gous, or leaf-eating animals ; whilst, from their short necks, 
the very opposite extreme to the camelopard, they never could 
have reached the tops of even the lowest trees. ^ Cuvier, on 
the contrary, suggested that they were fossorial, or digging ani- 
mals ; and we all recollect ^the animated manner in which Dr 
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Buckland attracted us, whilst he described the Megatherium 
as a huge beast, which, resting upon three legs, employed one 
of its long fore-hands in grubbing up whole fields of esculent 
roots ; a habit which procured for it the significant popular 
name of “ Old Scratch/’ 

Dr Lund, a Danish naturalist, had considered the Mega- 
therium to be a scansorial or climbing animal ; in short a gi- 
gantic Sloth. After a multitude of comparisons, Professor 
Owen rejects the explanation of his predecessors. He shew^ 
that the monstrous dimensions of the pelvis and sacrum, and 
the colossal and heavy hinder legs, could never have been de- 
signed, either to support an animal who simply scratched the 
earth for fqpd, or one which fed by climbing into lofty trees, 
like the diminutive Sloth ; and he further cites the structure 
of every analogous creature, either of burrowing or climbing 
habits, to prove, that in all such the hinder legs a»e compa- 
ratively light. What, then, was the method by which these 
extraordinary monsters obtained their great -supplies of food ? 
The osteology of the fore-arm has, it appears, afforded an- 
swers whichare valuable, chieflyfor their negation of erroneous 
conjectures, such as that the animal was an ant-eater, rather 
than for the hal)its which it directly elicits. It is, therefore, 
to the organization of the hinder limbs that Professor Owen 
mainly appeals to ascertain the functions of the fore-feet and 
the general habits of the Mylodon. 

Arguing that the enormous pelvis must have been the centre 
whence muscular masses of unwonted force diverged to act 
upon the trunk, tail, and hind-legs, the latter, it is supposed, 
formed with the tail a tripod on which the animal sat. Pro- 
fessor Owen supposes that the animal first cleared away the 
earth from the roots with its digging instruments, and that 
then seated on its hinder extremities, which with the tail are 
conjectured to have formed a tripod, and aided by the extra- 
ordinary long heel as with a lever, it grasped the trunk of the 
tree with its forelegs. Heaving to and fro the stateliest trees 
of primeval forests and wrenching them from^their hold, ho 
at length prostrated them by his^side, and then regaled him- 
self for several days on their choicest leaves and branches, 
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which till then had been far beyond reach. After shewing 
that from the natural inversion of the hind-feet the Mylodon 
approached to the scansorial animals, and thence inferring 
that it might have had climbing powers necessarily much 
limited by the other parts of its frame, Professor Owen states 
that the inversion of the soles of the feet is least conspicuous 
in the Megatherium, whose bulk and strength would be ad- 
equate to the prostration of trees too large for the efforts of 
fte Mylodon, Megalonyx, and Scelidotherium. The Mega- 
tKierium, in short, was the mighty tree-drawer, and had there- 
fore no need of the adventitious aid of any climbing appara- 
tus. Allow me to add. that, amongst other reasonings, those 
which lead to conclusions that one class of megatherioid ani- 
mals was furnished with a hairy coating (like the Mylodon), 
whilst another, like the great Megatherium, was devoid of it. 
as evidei^ecd by slight modifications of the bony structure 
of the hind-feet, appear to me to be not the least original 
and interesting. . 

Wholly incapable,*^ as I am, to do justice to this masterly 
inquiry by the necessarily brief allusion which is imposed upon 
me by the nature of this discourse, I shall best execute my 
task in quoting the words with which ProfesSor Owen sums 
up his reasoning. 

“ On the Newtonian rule, therefore, this^hoory has the best 
claim to acceptance ; it is, moreover, strictly in accordance 
with, as it has been suggested by, the ascertained anatomy of 
the very remarkable extinct animals, whose business in a for- 
mer world it professes to explain. And the results of the fore- 
going examination, comparisons and reasonings on the fossils 
proposed to be described, may be summed up as follows. All 
the characteristics which exist in the skeleton of the Mylodon 
and Megatherium, conduce and concur to the production of 
the forces requisite for uprooting and prostrating trees ; of 
which characteristics, if an^ one mere wanting y the effect could 
not be prs^uced : this, therefore, and no other mode of obtain- 
ing food, is the^condition of the sUm of such characteristics, 
and of the concourse of so great farces in one and the same 
animal.’^ 
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This, gentlemen, is the true Cuvierian style, in which, as 
in numberless parts of his works, Professor Owen has conti- 
nued to breathe out the very spirit of the founder of palaeon- 
tological science. 

It is by such labours that geology is steadily gaining a high- 
er place among the sciences. Comparative anatomy has truly 
been our steadiest auxiliary, and well may we do honour to 
those who impart to us such truthful records ; for, whilst the 
histories of the earlier beings of our own race are shrouded in 
obscurity, whilst the first chronicles of ancient Borne and 
Greece are now admitted to be exaggerated, and often even 
fabulous, we turn back the leaves of far more antique lore ; 
and, not trusting to perishing inscriptions, mutilated by suc- 
cessive conquerors, and assuming a hundred meanings under 
the eyes of doubting antiquanes, we appeal only to the proofs 
in Nature’s book, and find that their reading is pregnant with 
evidences which must be true, because they are founded on 
unerring general laws. 

5. The chief aim of the Geological Society of The 

chief turn of this Society has been to gather sound data for classi- 
fication ; and, followingout this principle, I have endeavoured to 
shew, how the 8rder of succession established in our own isles, is 
now extended eastwards to the confines of Asia, and westwards 
to the back- wood# of America. From such researches, and 
by contributions from our widely-spread colonies, we have at 
length reached nearly all the great terms of general com- 
parison. 

Besides ascertaining where the great masses of combustible 
matter lie, we can now affirm, that, during the earliest period of 
life, conditions prevailed, indicating a prevalence over enor- 
mous spaces — if not almost universally — of the same climate, 
involving a very wide diffusion of similar inhabitants of the 
ocean. We have learned, that, in the earliest of these stages 
of animal life, no vestige of the vertebrata has yet been found ; 
whilst in the succeeding epochs of Paheozoic age singular fishes 
appear, which, in proportion to their antiqu4y» are more re- 
moved from all modern analogies. In each of these early and 
long-continued periods, the shells preserving on the whole a 
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community of character, differ from each other in each divi- 
sion^-Huad in that later formation, where a very few only of 
the same types are visible, they arc linked on to a new class 
of beingSi the first created of those Sanrians, whose existence 
is prolonged throughout the whole Secondary period ; w^hilst 
we have this year seen reason to admit, that even birds (some 
of them of gigantic size) may have been the cotemporaries of 
the first great lizards. With the close of the Palmozoic sera 
we have also observed a gradual change in the plants of the 
older lands, and that the rank and tropical vegetation of the 
Carboniferous epoch is succeeded by a peculiar flora. In the 
next, or Triassic period, we have another flora, whilst new 
forma of fishes and mollusks indicate an approach to that pe- 
riod when the seas were tenanted by Belemnitcs and Am- 
monites, marking so broadly these secondary deposits with 
which British geologists have long been familiar, and which, 
commencing with the Lias, terminate with the Chalk. And 
lastly, from the dawn of existing races, 'we ascend through 
successive deposits gradually becoming more analogous to those 
of the present day, until at length we reach the bottoms of 
oceans so recently desiccated, that their shelly remains are un« 
distinguishable from those now associated with*" Man, the last 
created in this long chain of animal life in which scarcely a 
link is wanting! — all bespeaking a perfectioa and grandeur of 
design, in contemplating which we are lost in admiration of 
creative power. 

Such results, grand as tliey are — nothing Icsk in short than 
the records of creation — ^are, however, but a portion of the 
labours of geologists. They have also struggled to explain 
the causes of those great revolutions. In some continents, it 
is true, the pag^s in the book of Nature are, as it were, unruf- 
fled ; for, by w'hateveiaagency effected, it is certain that beds 
of vast ancient oceans have been so equably elevated and de- 
pressed, and again so steadily elevated from beneath the sea, 
that the qpntinuity of their rocky desposits over areas larger 
than our kindonid of Western Europe is unbroken, and their 
original condition almost entirely preserved. In other regions, 
on the contrary, the sediments in the sea and the masses of 
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the land have been pierced by numerous 6ut:bursts of igneous 
and gaseous mattersi, accompanied by Violent oscillations and 
breaks, whereby the chronicles of succession have been sore- 
ly defaced, and often rendered more illegible than the most 
carbonized of the papyri found under the lava of Vesuvius. 
Nay, so intensely has this metamorphism operated, that obli- 
terating all vestiges of former life, and concealing them from 
us, we have been sorely puzzled to ascertain bj’^ what power- 
ful physical agency such mighty changes can have been ac- 
complished, — changes by which the strata have been convo- 
luted into forms grotesque as the serpent’s coil, inverted in 
their order, or shivered into party-coloured and crystalline 
fragments. And yet in these broken and mineralized masses, 
as another branch of our science teaches, are found the pre- 
cious ores, and the metals most useful to mankind. 

Such complicated relations and such changes if original 
structure call forth the application of the highest powders of 
physical science ; and not only involving the agency of that great 
central heat, to which geologists have willingly referred, but 
also invoking the aid of agents, some of them still mysterious, 
by which electricity and magnetism are bound together in the 
cycle of terresft-ial phenomena. To few of us is it given to 
venture with firm steps into that region ; and, though I hope 
to live to see some^f these questions answered, I am well sa- 
tisfied to have been among you when such solid advances 
have been made, in deciphering the mutations of the surface 
of the earth, and in the compilation of a true history of its 
earlier inhabitants. 


Notices of Earthquake-Shocks felt in Great Britain, and espe- 
cially in Scotland, with inferences suggested hy these notices as 
to the causes bfthe Shocks, By David Milne, Esq., F.R.S.E., 
M.W.S., F.G.S., &c. Commnnicated by the Author. 
(Continued from Vol. XXXIV. page JOC.) 

Having described in detail, the impressiwis produced in 
ditFerent parts of Scotland, by the shock of an earthquake felt 


138 Mr D. Milne eJtt JEitrtAguake*>Shock» felt in Great Mritain^ 

on 23d October 1839, and idome of the most striking circum- 
stances which accompanied iU we shall now shortly notice the 
results which seem deducible from these details ; and then pro- 
ceed in noticing the shocks which subsequently occurred. 

1. The shock in question was felt throughout two-thirds of 
Scotland, The southern limit of the region affected, was 
nearly coincident with a line drawn from the Solway to the 
mouth of the Tweed. Its northern limit was as nearly eoin- 
cident with what is known as the Great Glen of Scotland, viz. 
along the course of the Caledonian Canal, The shock was 
felt on the east and west coasts, at places comprehended be- 
tween the^southern and northern limits above described. 

. 2. Throughout the whole of the region so affected, the 
shock appears to have been felt sUmdtaneously, or at least so 
nearly so, that it is impossible to discover any appreciable in- 
terval between the observations of the shock in different 
places. 

Little dependence, however, can be placed upon this infer- 
ence, in consequence* of the impossibility of trusting to the or- 
dinary clocks and watches, by which the observations were 
made. 

3. The shock was not felt everywhere, with fee same degree 
of intensity. It was greatly more severe in Comrie, and the 
immediate neighbourhood of that village, •‘than in any other 
part of Scotland, — ^the extent to which walls were rent or 
thrown down, and the loudness of the attendant noise, being 
incomparably greater there than any where else. 

The intensity of the shocks, at other places, was not in pro- 
portion to their distance from Comrie. Thus, in Aberdeen- 
shire, at places exceeding 100 miles from Comrie, the shock 
exhibited much more violence than in the Lothians, though 
only half as distant. The linos of equal intensity appear to 
have formed ellipses, of which Comrie is the centre, and of 
which the longer diameter is about NE. and SW., or parallel 
with th^ chain of the Grampians. This circumstance may 
probably be accounted for, by the geological structure of this, 
part of the island. If the shocks were caused by vibrations 
transmitted through the earth’s crust, they would be trans- 
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mitted best where the strata were solid and continuons. The 
primitive and igneous rocks^ forming continuous ranges of bills, 
running NE. and SW., would facilitate the transmission of 
the shocks in these directions, — whilst the secondary ibrina- 
tions deposited on the sides of these mountain-chains, would 
obstruct the transmission in opposite directions. 

4. The shock was produced by a movement of the ground^ 
which, in some places, especially near Comrie, consisted of 
several distinct and successive undulations, followed by a ge- 
neral quavering, “ shuddering,” or trfimblement de terre^ but 
in more distant places, of a trcmblement only. 

Eight of the accounts before given bear, that 'the shock 
consisted of two undulations, each accompanied by a loud re- 
port or subterranean explosion. Six other accounts bear, that 
there were three undulations. There is one which bears, that 
<as many as four distinct rockings were perceived. ^ 

The height to which the earth’s surface appeared to be 
raised by the shock, was attempted to be estiipated by some in- 
dividuals, — ^though only of course as mattei* of impression or con- 
jecture. Thus, it was thought, by persons at Comrie who felt the 
shock, that the ground was elevated 6 or 8 inches ; and in the 
Carse of FalkiA, 4 or 5 inches. At Callendar, Dr Fogo thought 
the house was raised “ with a violent jerk, G or 8 inches from 
the ground.” Dr^tein of Menstrie, near Alloa, says, that his 
servant thought the kitchen was lifted “ up from 2 to 3 inches.’’ 

The angle made by the wave with the horizon, appeared to 
be at Alloa 1"" 18', and in the Carse of Falkirk 3® 47'. If, as 
an average, the w'ave is supposed to have been 5 inches high 
at its apex, and to have sloped on its anterior and posterior 
surfaces at an angle of 2^ degrees to the horizon, the breadth 
or base of the wave would have been rather less than 20 feet. 
But the observations from which these results are deduced, 
were so few and so casual, that no great value can be attached 
to them. 

That there were undulations formed by the shock, is indu- 
bitable. On this point at least, full reliance i\jay be placed on 
the concurrent sensations of numbers of individuals, several of 
them experienced naval officers, who attest the factof there hav- 
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ing been a heave which lifted every thing upwards and for- 
wards as in a ship at sea. Indeed, on no other supposition is it 
possible to account for the different effects produced on walls, 
— ^those rent vertically, being generally at right angles to those 
which were rent horizontally, and which last leaned or tumbled 
over. 

One intelligent observer at Crieff (Duncan Brewster), gave 
to the author the following explanation of his sensations. He 
felt himself first moved eastward from 1 to 2, — ^then back to 
3, — ^and, lastly, from 3 to 1. 

s 

WEST.!' lEAST. 


5. A eoutid accompanied the motion of the earth. At Comrie 
it is said to have been “ indescribably terrific ; that of water, 
“ wind, tl^nder, discharge of cannon, and the blasting of rocks, 
“ appeared combined” in it. At a place half a mile east of 
Crieff, the shocH, of 12th October 1839 was accompanied by 
** a loud explosion, as if from a ten-pounder at a mile distant.” 
At Lawers (li mile east of Crieff), the noise on 23d October 
1839, “ was exactly like the nearest and loudest peal of thun- 
der ; only, instead of being over head, it seemed to rise up 
immediately under the house.” At Dunira (2 J miles west of 
Comrie), the noise on the 12th October 1839, is described as 
“ most tremendous, — not unlike the blowing up of a magazine.” 
At Monivaird (4 miles east of Comrie), the noise on 23d Oc- 
tober 1839 is said to have been “ a loud roar, like that of the 
blast-furnaces in a large iron-work.” At Crieff, on the same 
occasion, the noise is stated by one observer, to have been 
” tremendous and, according to another, “ was as loud as if 
‘ a sixty-pounder had been discharged at the bottom of a ftoal- 
“ pit, 300 or 400 yards away.” This same observer adds a 
most remarkable fact,— “ Immediately after the shock, I got 
“ Out of bed, and, on looking from my window, beneath which 
” were amumber of trees, I observed that their branches were 
“ all bent towaols the east, as if a strong gale were blowing 
“ on them. I looked till they recovered their erect position, 
“ after which not a leaf moved. During the time, I heard a 
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hollow 9ugh in the air, resembling the draught of a furnace, 

— ^this continued about 20" after the concussion.” 

In most of the accounts from the immediate neighbourhood 
of Comrie, it is not expressly stated, whether the noise or ex- 
plosion was in the earth or in the air. But in the accounts 
from places more distant, it will be seen, that notice is taken 
of a sound in the air as well as in the earth. The Rev. Mr 
Coventry compares the former to a rushing wind (though 
the air was perfectly still at the time), accompanied by a noise 
as if of cattle or horses running rapidly past the windows.’’ 
“ Besides these, and following them, there was heard a rum- 
bling noise, as if of carts on a pavement, but more hollow in 
the sound. This latter sound was in the earth.^^ So also, Mr 
Syme, the Sheriff-substitute of Kinross, says, that ‘‘ the shock 
was preceded by a hoarse rushing noise, something like the 
wind among trees. It continued for 15" or 20". It was not 
as loud as thunder in general, though not unl&e distant 
thunder.” A correspondent at Alloa states, — ‘‘ The first cir- 
cumstance that attracted my attention jvas a sudden and vio- 
lent gust of wind, accompanied with a more than ordinary 
rushing noise. The gust of wind and rushing noise preceded 
the shock.” • 

This aerial sound was perceived to accompany most of the 
other shocks in petober 1839. Thus, on the 9th October, 
Mr Buchan speaks of the sound, which, as formerly, some- 
what preceded the shaking and he describes it as ‘‘ some- 
what resembling one of those winds called harkening winds.’’ 
On the 12th October, the two shocks felt at Comrie on that day 
“ were accompanied with a noise resembling admixture pro- 
duced by the rush of the strong wind and the peal of distant 
thunder.” On the same afternoon, a third shock — the most 
severe of the three — w^as accompanied with a noise which at 
first resembled the murmurings of distant waters. This con- 
tinued increasing in intensity for about 2" ; and then follow'ed 
a very loud and terrific sound, resembling that of a double 
shot for blasting rock, immensely charged.” A person on the 
hills north of Blairgowrie, just before feeling this last-men- 
tioned shock, “heard a noise, as if of a large covey of muir- 
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fowl flying at a little distance from him.*’ — Finding that it 
continued, and seemed approaching him, he stood still, lean- 
ing on his fishing-rod, to observe the phenomenon, and heard 
the sound distinctly approaching, until it seemed to surround 
him, when he felt the ground tremble under him.” “He 
states the sound as resembling the sound of muir-'burn ; or the 
rattling, crackling, and hissing noise made by a large extent 
of heather on fire.” 

From these accounts, it is plain that there are connected 
with the earthquake-shock, sounds both in the earth and in the 
air, and which are apparently quite distinct and independent. 
It is true that the noise generated in the earth must produce 
Sbme eflect on the air, otherwise it would not be heard ; and, 
therefore, it may be thought that this explains the perception of 
a noise in tlie air. But this would be an erroneous inference. 
If the sound generated in the earth is distinctly perceived to 
come from the eai'th, it cannot be confounded with any aerial 
noise ; and it is impossible that the ear should make a mistake, 
in regard to the p\a^ce from which the sounds proceed. If 
this be the case when the sounds are similar, much more must 
it be the case when they are so dissimilar, as the subterranean 
and the aerial sounds above described appear to be. 

The next question is, What is the cause of this two-fold 
sound 1 c. 

It is stated in almost all the reports, that the noise pre- 
cedes as well as follows the movement of the ground; that 
it gradually dies away ; the moment of greatest loudness 
coinciding with the moment of greatest movement in the 
ground. 

It may be inferred from this, that what produces the 
movement in the ground produces also the sound in both tlie 
earth and air. The former sound may be accounted for 
merely by the commotion of the strata of gravel and soil 
caused by the shock. But how^ can the sound or report hoard 
in the air be produced ? What is the particular agent which 
produces the undulations of the earth’s surface, and which, 
when passix^ into the atmosphere, produces the peculiar noise 
heard there ? A satisfactory answer to this question would 
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probably go far to explain the caase of earthquake-shocks, at 
least in non-volcanic countries. 

But it is better to abstain from speculation on this point, 
until the results of other observations, no less material, have 
been considered. 

6. It is very plain that the parthquaJce-shocke described in 
the foregoing reports, were manifested in ihaiv greatest inten- 
sity at Comrie^ and its immediate neighbourhood. 

There was there greater injury to walls, more displacement 
of furniture, more loudness and longer continuance of sound, 
more frequency of shocks, than in any other part of Scot- 
land. 

In one sense, the shocks may be said to have originated at 
Comrie, seeing that, at aU other places, without exception, 
where motion was felt or sound heard, both the motion and 
the sound were perceived to come from that neighbourhood. 

But it is an incorrect form of expression to say, that the 
shocks originated at any point on the earth’s surface. It is 
plain that they emanated from a point tn the interior of the 
earth, below Comrie, or its immediate neighbourhood. This 
inference is deducible from those observations which shew, that 
at Comrie the Shock was felt to come perpendicularly up ; and 
that, at other places, it was felt to come up in a slanting di- 
rection. • 

Thus, at Comrie, one person says of the shock on 23d Oc- 
tober 1839, “ I felt the shock strike the ground perpendicu- 
larly under my feet three times, like the stroke of a ponder- 
ous hammer ; and, as far as T can guess, lifted the ground 6 or 
8 inches.’’ Another observer, who was half a mile west of 
Comrie on the 14th October, says, “ I felt myself lifted, or ra- 
pidly heaved up and down.’’ 

At Blairmore, 10 miles NE. of Comrie, an obserm', who 
felt the shock of 23d October, says that “ it produced a sudden 
and fearful heave upwards, with great unsteadiness or qua- 
vering motion, and immediately an equally suddep motion 
downwards, when all appeared to rest as before. The force 
by which the upward motion of the earth was occasioned did 
not appear to me to act exactly perpendicularly, but rather in 
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BL-riantinj^^^fiecfioa f* and he accordingly afterwards describes 
it as.“ the jolt or roll upwards.” 

These differences in the direction in ^hich, at different 
plac^ the shock came upwards to the surface, are all quite 
.iotelligible, on the hypothesis offered in a previous part of this 
inemoir,* that it is the effect eta vibration transmitted through 
the crust of the eartli, and they serve, therefore, to confirm 
tibe cwrectness of that hypothesis. 

. On the same hypotiiesis, an easy explanation is afforded of 
a number of other facts, to be found in the reports before 
quoted* Thus, tlie clattering of slates on house-roofs, would 
be prodfided by the transmission of vibrations upwards 
through the earth’s strata and the solid walls of the building. 
The projection of masses of rock from the south slopes 
of the Ochils, Damiat, and Castle Rock of Edinburgh (all of 
these pistes being to the south of Comrie), is, on the same 
principle, quite intelligible. For the same reason, at places 
situated east of ^Comrie, the east gables of houses were neces- 
sarily the most damaged,— -whether by being rent horizontally, 
or by being made to lean over towards the east : — ^the west 
gables, by abutting against the front and back walls, were 
much better able to withstand an impulse frotn the westward. 
Honce, also, the general violence of the shocks was more felt 
bype^lein the upper, than in . the lower (fiats of houses. 

' In a gi'cat number of the reports, it is rbmai'ked that the 
undulations were most striking in carse or alluvial grounds, 
though the accompanying noise was not so great there as in 
rocky ground. If the noise alluded to, be that produced in the 
eart^ it is obvious that there would be none where there were 
no materials capable by attrition of producing noise. 'With 
regard to the undulations, they would obviously be more easily 
fomed -in places where the ma.terials were flexible, and thus 
capaMe of yielding to impulses from below. 

7. Among the accounts of the shocks which occurred in 
October tkere will be found observations of some ano- 

— — I , ^ " "■ 
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malous phenomena, chiefly of a mete<n*olog}cal character, and 
apparently connected with these shocks, which it is proper not 
to lose sight of. 

(1.) There is the circumstance mentioned by Sir John 
Mansel, that, on the morning following the great ^ock of 23d 
October 1839, some linen clothes were found entirely coirered 
with a black powder. This circumstance is interesting, on 
account of a similar powder which, on several occasions, both 
before and afterwards, was observed on Loch Erne, and the 
adjoining country. 

The previous occasion* on which this black powder was ob- 
served, has been already mentioned. It may be as well to 
notice in this place other occasions, when it was again re- 
marked, and to mention the result of an examination of it 
which Professor Traill kindly undertook. 

A few days before the 23d October 1839, some boatmen on 
Loch Erne observed on the surface of the water, a scum as 
black as ink, which rendered it unfit for domestic use. 

In November 1839, there fell over the«distnct at and near 
Comrie, a powder blacker than soot, and which defiled linen 
clothes on the hedges. Dr Forbes, a medical practitioner at 
Comrie, informed the author, that he had seen this powder at va- 
rious places, particularly on the public road opposite to Dunira, 
where it was in coni^derable quantity. A good deal of rain 
had fallen shortly before Dr Forbes observed the powder, 
and in some parts of the road he observed the powder floating 
on the pools of water. 

On the 23d February and 2d March 1841, a quantity of black 
powder was observed on Loch Voil and Loch Erne, as shewn 
by the following letters from Mr Stewart of . Ardvoitrlich. It 
may be mentioned that Ardvoirlich is situated on the south 
bank of Loch Erne, near the west end, and about twelve miles 
west of Comrie 

• 

'^AanvoxRLiCH, UtUareh 1841. 

Dear Sir, — Oji Tuesday morning last Mr Macdonald of 
Cragnic observed a black scum, which he mezftioned to you 


* Vol. xxxi, p. IRl and 292. 
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here, he had frequ^tly seen on Looh Voil, He collected two 
bottles of it, which he requested I would forward to you. . Mr 
Macdonald observed it first at the west end, and then in se- 
veral places along the shore. He described it as having an 
oily appearance, and shining on the surface of the water, and, 
when thrown out by the waves, formed bubbles like soap- 
bubbles. When he put his hand in it, it made it quite black. 
It has every appearance of being the same substance as ap- 
peared on Loch Erne in February 1837. There had been no 
rains for five or six days previously, and there being but little 
snow on the hills, the hill-streams were not in the least 
swollen, so that it could not have come into the Loch in that 
manner. On the morning on which Mr Macdonald observed 
it, there was a slight frost, and the morning was very calm, 
and a thick fog hung over the loch till towards noon ; after 
that, a bpeze of wind sprung up, and the scum was soon dis- 
pelled. 

We have felt no earthquakes in this quarter this season. — 
I remain, Dear Sir, yours very truly, 

** Robert Stewart.’’ 

“ Abdvoirlich, 20th Attguzi 1841. 

Mr Dear Sir,— As to the scum found on the Lochs in this 
neighbourhood, I must say that I have not been able to ascer- 
tain that the black powder was ever seen but on the surface 
of the Lochs, although I certainly heard it alleged in 1837, 
when it was first observed on Loch Erne, that some clothes 
which had been left out all night, had been soiled by some- 
thing which had fallen on them ; but I do not think that this 
is well authenticated. 

“ In reply to the second query, I may mention, that I think 
the very day after I sent off the Loch Voil water to you, I 
observed a small quantity of the scum on Loch Erne, near 
the east end. 1 wq^ then on my way to St Fillans, and in- 
tended on my return, to procure a vessel for securing some of 
it ; but before I returned, a strong breeze of wind had dissi- 
pated it, and i have heard of none being seen since. 1 think 
I mentioned to you, whex\ 1 sent you the scum from Loch 
Voil, that it was observed on a very calm morning. The day 
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on which I observed it on Loch Earn, was also very calm in 
the morning 9 attended with a thick haze on the Loch. 

“ Should I hoar or see any more of the powder in any shape 
I shall endeavour to procure it, and send it to you. 

“ 1 happened, unfortunately, to be at Perth on the 30tb July, 
and was not myself sensible of the shock on that day. It was 
distinctly felt here ; but it was not so severe as the shock in 
October 1839, although all concur in saying that it continued 
longer. Some describe the sound as appearing to have 
travelled from south-west to north-east. I would be inclined 
to infer also, from the accounts I have received from different 
persons, that this one was more^ severely felt on the 
situations than on the lower,'"' 

One of the bottles mentioned in Mr Stewart’s first letter, 
containing the powder from Loch Voil, was given to Professor 
Traill for chemical analysis. His report is in the following 
letter : — 


10 Albyn Place, Atiguit 1841 , 

“ My Dear Sir, — On carefully evaporating, by a gentle^jeat, 
eight fluid ounces of the water of the loch, it left behind 
a black residuum, which, when thoroughly dried, weighed 
4.48 grains — so that each English pint may be considered 
as containing nine grains of black matter. This, when che- 
mically' examined, appeared to consist chiefly of carbon, 
with minute portions of argil and silica, and, I think, a trace 
of iron ; but having mislaid the note of the relative quanti- 
ties, I am unable to give them accurately — ^and I intend, early 
next winter, to repeat the analysis, if I do not recover my 
notes, 

“ The black matter is in a state of extremely minute division, 
for it took several months entirely to subside, leaving the 
water of a very pale wine colour, and transparent. The black 
matter attached itself to the sides of the containing glass- vessel, 
so as to give the contained fluid an inky hue. The greatest 
portion had subsided to the bottom, and the fluid itself was of 
the colour above mentioned when drawn off. • - 

“ The origin of this dark matter ;s rather puzzling. Were it 
only seen after heavy rains, it might be supposed owing to 
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:vvater charged with the finer particles of decayed vegetables 
from the adjacent peat*bogs. 

** The light pulverulent appearance of some of the floating 
particles, would incline one to suspect that it was the product 
of combustion. The extent of the phenomenon, and its oc- 
curring at different seasons, will scarcely admit the practice 
of burning the heaths as the cause. It is true that the car- 
bonaceous particles might be lodged on the moors for some 
time, and transported by high winds a considerable period 
after the burnings. 

Can it be the product of any species of sublimation^ caused 
by subterranean heat % Ita frequent occurrence in a district 
so often shaken by earthquakes, which has so evidently sympa- 
thized with remote volcanic action, would rather favour this 
hypothesis. 

“ Th^ volatilized carbon might find its way, on the wings of 
gaseous emanations, through fissures too minute to afford the 
phenomena o^ smoke ; and the source of the internal heat 
might be too distant to give rise to any other volcanic phe- 
nomenon.—! am, my Dear Sir, very truly yours, 

“ Thos. Stewart Traill.\ 
David Miens, Esq.’’ • • 

In regard to the origin of this black q)owder, it would be 
perhaps premature to form a very decided opinion till the re- 
lative proportions of carbon, argil, silica, and iron, existing in it, 
have been communicated. That it comes from the atmosphere, 
however, seems already quite clear. That it is not derived 
from the smoke of houses or muir-burnings, seems also to be 
made out. May it not be derived from the surface of the 
ground, the finer particles of which are, it is well known, very 
frequently carried up into the atmosphere by whirlwinds, and 
even by evaporation only ? 

In the Comptes Rendus for 1841, two occasions'^ are men- 
tionedk when, first at Vernet (in the eastern Pyrenees), on the 
17th Februst^y 1841 ; and second, at Genoa on the 18th Feb- 
ruary 1841, rain fell, charged with dust;, and it is a remarkable 
coincidence that, on the last of these occasions, there was an 
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earthquake-shock. It is stated in this last account that the du^ 
fell, not only on the day of the shock, but on that preceding and 
on that following it ; and that for about a month previously, 
there had been an enormous quantity of rain, and a very low 
barometer. The dust which fell, both at Vemet and at Ge- 
noa, was analyzed, and found to consist of the ingredients 
composing the porphyritic rocks of the country, the quantity 
of each* ingredient bearing a tolerably near proportion to the 
relative quantities in the rocks themselves. 

The opinion mentioned in the Comptes Rendus, as enter- 
tained by those who made the analysis and attended to the 
phenomenon, was, that by a “ trombe d'eau,” or some such 
phenomenon, the debris of the rocks had been carried up into 
the atmosphere in a state of minute division, and then brought 
down by rain. Is a similar explanation not applicable to the 
black powder which falls in the mountainous districtSNof Perth- 
shire? The clay-slate formation undoubtedly possesses all 
the elements except one, of which Dr Traill found the powder 
to be composed ; and this one element, viz., carbon, which is 
not in that rock, may readily have been derived from the peaty 
covering of the hills. How these particles were carried up 
into the atmosphere, it is not difficult to conceive ; for, besides 
the suction of an ascending water-spout, as suggested in the 
Comptes Rendus, there must be often in these mountainous 
regions, whirlwinds or eddying currents of air quite capable of 
carrying up earthy matters ; and, indeed, the mere effect of 
evaporation from the soil would be sufficient for that purpose. 

If these views be correct, there is no connection, at least of 
a direct nature, between the falling of the black powder and the 
occurrence of earthquake-shocks in Perthshire. It is true 
that water-spouts and whirlwinds are connected with sudden 
changes in the electrical state of the atmosphere ; and thus 
there may be a remote connection between these phenomena 
and earthquake-shocks, if the latter are attributable to elec- 
tricity : but this is a point which has not yet been established. 

(2.) The next circumstance deserving notice, is a peculiar 
smell or odour, which was perceived by many persons at or 
about the time of the earthquake shoeks' in October 1839. 

Thus, Sir John Hansel, who felt the great shock of 28dOet. 
1839, in Comrie House, says, that, towards the termination 
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of it, ** there was a strong smell of a combination of a sulpbu-* 
reous and metallic air emitted through the floor.” At Kin- 
gussie, there was a sulphureous smell at the time of the 
shock, which was most distinctly felt by the Rev. Mr Shep- 
herd, who went out almost immediately after the shock, and 
called Mrs Shepherd, who felt it very strong.” •• It was also 
perceived about twelve miles farther up the river (Spey), by 
persons, who describe it as having the smell of the washings 
of guns/” At Woodcot, near Dollar, Mr Walker says, that 
” The weather on the day of the shock, and also the one pre- 
ceding it, was uncommonly calm — ^very foggy towards even- 
ing, and the air at that time felt much warmer than the de- 
gree of heat indicated by the thermometer ; and I thought 
(but it may have been fancy), that there was a peculiar odour 
perceptible. In 1824, when at Lisbon, 1 perfectly recollect 
having remarked the same thing.*^ 

On making enquiry as to this odour, when he visited 
Comrie shortly^after October 1839, the author found that it 
had been remarked by various individuals, on several different 
occasions during that month. But he could obtain no very 
precise information as to the nature of it. It will be observed 
from the letter of Mr Cameron, the parochial schoolmaster of 
Comrie, before quoted, that he at first discredited the state- 
ments of individuals as to their having perceived a smell. He 
says, that “ There was a sulphureous smell perceived, which 
was Bupposed to come off the river: but several persons, 
at a considerable distance from the river, were sensible of it. 
Though I heard of many who said they perceived this, I would 
not believe it, till one evening Mrs C, was standing at the 
water-edge, and wishing to convince me of its reality, asked 
me to go to the water-edge. I did so, and I must say that 
the smell was so strong that it could not be mistaken. It was 
a little after sun-set, and the evening having suddenly turned 
to intense frost, the whole course of the river could be traced 
from a distance, by a sort of vapour or mist that arose from 
it — ^most favourable for giving out any effluvia.” 

Mr Colquhoun of Glatheck, also assured the author that he 
had, on the 23d October, perceived the sulphureous smell ; and 
he heard that it had been taken notice of in Glenlednock, as 
well as in other parts of Stratherne. It is, in these circum- 
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stances, very difficult to doubt the existence of a smell or 
odour, occurring simultaneously with these earthquake-shookfiC 
attested as it is by so many respectable individuals— many of 
them apart from, and independently of, each other. The only 
point on which reasonable doubt may exist is, whether it had 
any connection with the shocks. Might it not have been pro- 
duced by some other, some accidental cause ? But it would be 
a very curious accident indeed, which caused the same sort of 
smell to be perceived in Stratherne, on the Spey, and on the 
south side of the Ochils, and many other places, all about the 
same time, and in such circumstances as to produce a convic- 
tion in the observers, of its being somehow connected with the 
earthquake-shocks. Nor should it be forgotten that a smell or 
odour described as sulphureous, has been very frequently per- 
ceived after lightning. Nay more, means have recently been 
discovered, of producing pr^isely the same odour by electrical 
action. Professor Schonbein of B^le, in a Memoir published 
in the Transactions of the British Association for 1840,* de- 
tails a number of experiments on this^ubject, shewing that 
water, when decomposed by electricity, gives out the odour 
above referred to ; and he expressly states, that when it is per- 
ceived after a flash of lightning, it is owing to the decomposi- 
tion of the vapour or moisture in the atmosphere. 

If, then, it should appear, in the course of farther inves- 
tigations, that, during the occurrence of earthquake-shocks, a 
large supply of electricity really passes from the earth into the 
atmosphere, we shall cease to wonder that a sulphureous smell 
was perceived, when the shocks in Scotland were most frequent 
and severe. 

(3). In many of the reports which have been quoted, notice 
is taken of impressions still more peculiar, as connected with 
the earthquake-shocks. 

A feeling of nausea was experienced b^ many individuals, and 
which is variously described as resembling *• sea* sickness,” — 
“ sickness, like that felt before fainting” — “ uneasy sensation, 
which I can compare only to the first disagreeable feelings which 
usually precede a fit of sea-sickness,” — “ a most peculiar sick- 
ish sensation, such as I never felt before.” 
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Headaclies were produced, as attested by the Rev. Mr 
Walker on the 12th ®cstober 5 by Mr Rutherfurd, W.S., on the 
14th October 1889, and by Mr Young of Crieff, on the 23d 
October 1839, all of whom ascribe these as the effects of shocks 
which occurred on these days. 

Nervous sensations of a more indefinite kind are spoken to 
by various individuals. On the 14th October 1839, at the 
moment that the shock occurred, an individual, though ho was 
not aware of its occurrence, experienced an unusual feeling, 
which led him to suppose that some illness was impending.” 
Mr Rob^ison, who felt the shock of 16th October at Glen- 
devon, on the north side of the Ochils, says, — “ I remember 
having just before, felt as if some strange presence had been 
silently gathering round me, and could not be shaken off.” 
Mr Laurie, the tparish schoolmaster of Monzie, says, the 
shock of the earthquake on 23d ^ctober, affected the nerves 
disagreeably, and left a painful impression. It reminds me 
Vividly of the shock from an electric machine.” 

The conviction of t;here having been an electrical discharge, 
was decidedly entertained by a number of individuals. Thus, 
at Alva, near Tillicoultry, two clergymen felt as if electri- 
fied. Mr Jeffrey, who felt the shock in the Carse of Falkirk, 
says,*— I may mention a circumstance which I have not seen 
taken notice of in any account of the late earthquake, and it is, 
tiiat 1 am convinced it was accompanied with an electric shock. 
I was perfectly calm and collected at the time when it came 
on, and never had any doubt of what it was, nor was I at all 
alarmed for the consequences. But the feeling produced upon 
niy body, was exactly similar to what an electric shock has in 
other circumstances bad upon me.” Mr Stein, surgeon at 
Menstrie, near Stirling (in a report not before quoted), says, 
** I think the atmosphere (on the 23d October 1839) was 
highly charged with flectricity, both before and at the time 
when the shock occurred.^’ He speaks of “ the slightly red- 
dened or^ lurid appearance of the atmosphere towards the S. 
and SE., particularly observable for, several evenings preced- 
ing the shock of the 23d. In the afternoon of the 23d, I ob- 
served this appearance so distinctly as, to mention it. Later 
on in the evening, this appearance could not be observed, in 
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consequence of the inisl^ and wet night which set in here- 
abouts.” He speaks, also, of bis own feelings, and those of 
several of my patients, in reference to headaches, nervous ex- 
citement,’' &e., which he attributes to an electrical state of 
the atmosphere. 

In regard to the electrical state of the atmosphere in Octo- 
ber 1839, it is of course impossible to draw any very certain 
inference. It is, however, remarked, in several of the reports 
before quoted, that the aurora borealis and shooting stars were 
more frequent than usual in September and October 1839. 
Farther, on the 23d October, as Mr Craigie of Dumbarnie in- 
formed the author, ‘‘ one of my family is quite positive she 
saw a flash of light during the shock ; but this was not ob- 
served by any of the others present.” 

(4.) Every one who has read the reports quoted in the pre- 
vious part of this Memoir, must have been struck ]^y the fre- 
quent allusions made to the rainy state of the weather during 
the occurrence of the principal shocks in October 1839, and 
for some weeks previously. The Rev. ., Mr Walker of Com- 
rie says, that the flood in the river Erne on the 15th Sep- 
tember 1839, was greater than any which had occurred for 
30 years ;♦ ancf the author^ has now before him reports by other 
inhabitants of the district, to the same effect. 

Knowing, however, that in matters of this kind there is 
much risk of mistake, the author has been at pains to ob- 
tain accurate information as to the quantity of rain which 
actually fell in different parts of Great Britain in 1839, and 
particularly in August, September, and October of that year, 
and also as to the quantity usual in the same places, shewn by 
the fall in previous and subsequent years. 

For this pmq) 0 SG, he obtained extracts from above twenty 
meteorological registers kept in the south of Scotland and 
north of England, and with these he has compiled a table, 
shewing the average quantity of rain which fell in each year 
between 1836 and 1842, inclusivev. The following is the 
quantityt for each year, in inches 


♦ See vol. xxxii., p. 123. 

t The table shewing these results is omitted from want of rQOhii.«^i»T. 
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Years, J836, 1886, 1837, 1838, 1839, 1840, 1841, 1842. 
Inches, 33.6, 42.6, 33.9, 25.1, 42.8, 37.1, 34.1, 22.1. 

Thus, it will be seen that, in the year 1839, a greater quan- 
tity of rain fell than in any of the four previous years, or in any 
of the three which have followed it. The average quantity for 
the whole of these nine years was 30.1 inches,— whilst the 
quantity which fell in 1839 was 42.8, — ^being more than one- 
third of an increase. 

Farther, on comparing the quantity of rain which fell in 
the districts from which the above returns were obtained, 
during the months of August, September, and October, it ap- 
pears that, whilst in 1839 there fell, during these three months, 
12.46 inches of rain, the quantity which fell in the same three 
months of the preceding year was 9.86 inches, and of the 
succeeding year only 6.73 inches. 

Mr Luke Howard, in his recent publication on the meteoro- 
logical character of the last eighteen years, in Great Britain, 
observes, that ‘^the ^^ear 1839 was the wettest of the whole 
cycle, with the lowest barometer.” The Rev. Mr Dunbar 
of Applegarth, in Dumfriesshire, who keeps a most accurate 
Meteorological Register, observes, ^n regard t(k the year 1839, 
— “ The quantity of rain is greater than has fallen any year for 
at least 13 years — ^the mean of that period feeing 35 inches,” — 
whilst, according to his register for 1839, the quantity of rain 
was 43.29 inches. 

At Kinfauns,* near Perth, the seat of Lord Gray, where two 
rain-gauges are observed and registered with great accuracy, 
there fell, in two days only (viz. between the 22d and 24th 
October), no less than 1.88 inches of rain, being of the 
quantity for the whole year. The quantity of rain which 
fell there in 1839, was 32.23 inches. Now, according to a re- 
port by Dr Anderson, on the quantity of raint which falls at 
Perth (situated only two miles from IGnfauns), “ the maximum 
“ quantity of rain for a period of 16 years (previous to 1835), 
“ is 31.01 inches.” This corroborates Mr Luke Howard’s 
statement as to*the very rainy character of the year 1839. 

^ Kinfauns is about 22 milei eait of Oomrie. 
t British Ass. Beportsfor 1840, p. 57. 
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These extracts from registers verify, therefore, the ge- 
neral, or rather the imiversal remark, made by all whose ob- 
servations have been founded on, as to the unusually large 
amount of water with which, for weeks or months previous 
to the commencement of the shocks, the earth was saturated. 

But here another fact, of very material importance, which 
forcibly arrested attention in Perthshire, must be specially ad- 
verted to. It was remarked, that, flooded as the rivers were, 
they were not so much flooded on the 23d October 1839 as 
might have been expected, considering the great abundance 
of rain which had fallen. The Rev. Mr Walker adverts to 
this circumstance in the passage of his report above referred 
to. The same was remarked of the river Airdle,* near Blair- 
gowrie, and of the rivulets at Dunira, two miles west of Comrie. 

It is also not a little remarkable, that in Perthshire and 
other parts of Scotland, wells and springs of water, were in 
the month of October, notwithstanding the quantity of rain 
which had fallen, in many places much diminished, or alto- 
gether dried up. In one of the accouni:s received, it is stated 
that “ the water diminished more than one-half in the springs 
about Crieff.” At Cawdor, in the county of Naim, a pump- 
well went dry* on the 24th October. “ A field” (on the farm 
of Park, situated about 2 miles south of Nairn), which at this 
season was always covered with water, that could not be 
drained off on account of the granite, is now quite dry, and 
was ploughed a few days ago.” At Inveragle House, near 
Elgin, the servants had, for a day or two after the shock, to 
go half a mile for water, in consequence of its disappear- 
ing from the well usually resorted^ to. At Ballimore on 
Loch Fine, a well went dry permanently, which always pre- 
viously had afforded abundant supplies. 

These facts are curious. It is true, that October is the 
month when, in Scotland, springs often diminish in quantity ; 
but this arises from the dryness of the weather which gene- 
rally occurs in that month and shortly before, — an explanation 
quite inapplicable to the year 1839. , 


* See Vol. xxxiii., p. 388, 
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Two facts, then, seem to be established : A that a very 

unusual quantity of rain fell in the year 1839, and especially 
during the months of August, September, and October ; and 
second^ that much of this rain must either have sunk down 
into the interior of the earth, or have reascended into the at- 
mosphere by rapid evaporation. 

(5.) Several of the observers, whose accounts have been 
quoted, and especially the Rev. Mr Walker of Comrie, take 
especial notice of the fogs or mists which prevailed to an un- 
usual degree in Stratherne, when the earthquake-shocks pre- 
vailed in October 1839. And this circumstance, unimportant 
as it may at first sight appear, is interesting, on account of its 
being a common attendant on earthquakes. 

In proof of this remark, it is only necessary to refer to the 
remarkable fog which, for some months in 1783, overspread the 
whole of Europe, and part of Asia and America. It was • 
** perfectly dry, and did not deposit humidity. During its 
continuance, the electricity of the air was increased, and 
there happened a great deal of thunder and lightning. At 
that time, Mount Hecla, in Iceland, was in a state of eriip- 
tion ; and it is imagined that it had its origin from that 
source.®’* * 

m 

It will be perceived from the notices formerly given of the 
Lisbon earthquakes, and of the series of shocks felt at Chi- 
chester in 1834, that this phenomenon occurred in such a way 
as to create particular attention. 

(6.) It is proper to take some notice of the height of the ba^ 
roineter at and preceding the time when the shocks occurred, 
in order to ascertain whether the atmospherical pressure was 
greater or less than usual. 

It is unfortunate that, in October 1839, there was not in 
Comrie or in its neighbourhood, any barometer, regularly ob- 
served and registered ; a want which has now been supplied 
by the liberality of the British Association, at whose expense a 
barometer, thermometer, and rain-gauge, have since beenestab- 
lished at Comrie^ and the indications of which are regularly 
recorded. It so happened, however, that whenever the great 


^ Bohertson on the Atmosphere, roi. i. p. 229. 
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shock of 23d October 1839 occurred, Mr Williamson of Lawers, 
bethought himself of instantly examining the state of the ba- 
rometer. He found that it had fallen a whole inch since the 
forenoon of the same day when he had set it, — ^being an interval 
of ten hours. Struck with this circumstance, Mr Williamson 
continued for about two hours after the shock, that is, till after 
midnight, to watch the barometer. Daring that time it still 
continued falling, but ^fter that, it began to rise, and continued 
to rise all next day. 

The observation thus made by M^ Williamson is of import- 
ance, on account of its being made within two miles of the very 
spot where the shocks are most intense ; and it is fully con- 
firmed by the returns obtained from more distant places. The 
following hourly barometric heights shew, that, at Kingussie, 
(about 50 miles north of Comrie, and 700 feet above the sea), 
the atmospheric pressure was least about 1 a.m. on the 24th 
October ; — 


1839. 

October 23. 

at 8 p. 

M. 20.130 

... 


... 9 . 

.. 29.1^2 

. . . 



...10 . 

f. 20.100 

... 



...11 . 

. 29.092 

. . . 



...12 . 

., 29.084 

... 

24. 

... lA. 

M. 29.080 




... 2 . 

.. 29.120 

i** 



... 3 . 

.. 29.142 

• 

...... ... 

... 4 . 

.. 29.156 

... 


... 6 . 

.. 29.200 


At Inverness, the barometer, which is there also hourly re- 
gistered for the British Association, began to fall at 4 a. m. on 
the 23d October, and reached its minimum about 6 p. m., but 
had risen again only .044 w'hcn the shock was felt. 

The barometric registers kept at Dollar Academy (30 miles 
SE, of Comrie), and at the Cameron (50 miles SW. of Com- 
rie) which state the atmospheric pressure at a fixed hour every 
morning and evening, also agree in shewing that the barome- 
ter was lower on the night of the 23d October than it , was 
in the forenoon of that day, or for some days before and 
after it. • 

Thus, then, it appears that, ,,w^3l the shock of 23d October 
1839, or rather the series of shocks of that night occifrred, the 
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pressure of the atmosphere on the part of the earth's surface 
affected by them, was undergoing very considerable diminu- 
tion ; that the barometer had been falling for several hours 
previously, and that it reached its lowest point very shortly 
after the principal shock of that night was felt. 

It would have been important to have had the means of ob- 
taining similar information at the time that the other shocks 
occurred, on previous occasions in the same month, but from 
the want of any barometers in the tiistrict then regularly 
observed, this is impossible. 

It is, however, worthy of remark, that the atmospherical 
pressure for the year 1839 was considerably lower than usual, 
and especially in September, as the following results pretty 
clearly indicate : — 

Ist^ In regard to the mean annual pressure, it rather, 
though not much, less in 1839, than for several years pre- 
vious and subsequent. 

In regard to the oscillations of the barometer, as shewn 
by the mean and maximum ranges in 24 hours, they were 
greater in the year 1839, than in either the previous or sub- 
sequent year. 

In regard to the absolute height of the barometer, it 
sunk lower in the year 1839, than if had done for many years 
before, or has done since. 

4M, In regard to the particular month inVhich, during the 
year 1839, the barometer sunk lowest, all of the registers 
except one agree in pointing out September. 

These observations, as to the amount of atmospherical pres- 
sure, are important for two reasons. In the first place, they 
are in accordance with similar observations made in volcanic 
countries; and especially in South America. In the second 
place, they are in accordance with the hypothesis, that during 
the occurrence of earthquake-shocks, there is an unusual quan- 
tity of electricity passing from the earth into the atmosphere. 
For it has been very satisfactorily shewn by Mr Snow Harris, 
that the tendency of an electrified body to give off electricity in- 
creases, as the pressure of the air upon it diminishes. In order 
to ascertain this point exactly, he placed in a glass receiver, ca- 
pable ot having the air exhausted from it, two metal balls, — 
one of them charged with electricity, in order to ascertain 
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the distance or interval at which the spark would pass from 
the one ball to the other. From these experiments, he de- 
duced the two following laws. 

(1.) “ The respective quantities of electricity requisite to 
pass a given interval, varied in a simple ratio of the density 
of the air. When the density was one-half as great, the dis- 
charge occurred :pth one-half the quantity accumulated 
that is to say, with one-fourth of the intensity or free action.” 

(2.) “ The distance through which a given accumulation 
could discharge, was found to be in an inverse simple ratio of 
the density of the air, the intensity or free action being sup- 
posed constant. In air of one-half the density, the discharge 
occurred at twice the distance.*’* 

According to the general Jaws thus deduced, electricity from 
the earth will have a greater tendency to flow into the atmo- 
sphere, when the atmospheric pressure on the earth’s surface 
is diminished ; and if, at the same time, the atmosphere, as well 
as the ground, be saturated with moisture, then the flow of 
electricity will be still more facilitated. =* 

The general law established by Mr Harris, and the application 
of it, now proposed, to the electrical condition of the earth, com- 
pletely accords^with the views before alluded to, of some recent 
writers who maintain, that, when the atmosphere is in a moist 
and highly electrified state, the barometer must necessarily be 
low. If,*’ says IsJoii. de Tessan, “ a mass of air placed at the 
surface of the earth is moist and electrified, the barometer 
ought, ctBterU paribus, to shew a less pressure than if it were 
not in that mass,” t This is not the place to explain the ground.? 
of the opinion now referred to ; it is sufficient to notice the fact, 
that it is entertained, and by persons whose character and re- 
searches entitle them to respect. 


* Snow HarriB on some elementary laws of Electricity^ Irfmd. Roy. Soc. 
Trans: for 1834, p 228. 
t L’lnstitixt, lOth June 1841. 
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Experiments on the explosive force of Oxygen and Hydrogen 
.Gases, By J ame$ J ohksxox, Esq. Communicated ty the 
Author. 

To the Editor of the Edinburgh Philosophical Journal, 

Sir,— In 1841 I took out a patent for obtaining motive ijower from 
the explosive and condensing properties of oxygej|;and hydrogen gasep. 
In order to ascertain the power and length of stroke which those gas*-fl 
would give when exploded in a cylinder, I commenced, on the 24th Ap.il 
1841, a set of experiments, of which I now give the results. 

The apparatus with which I made the experiments consisted of a strong 
cast-iron cylinder accurately bored, so that its diameter was exactly two 
inches and thirteen-sixteenths of an inch. This diameter gives a surface 
on the piston of six squai*e inches. 

The piston was fitted very accurately into the cylinder. I liave ascer- 
tained it to work perfectly air-tight. On the top of the piston there is 
a cross-head and spindle foi placing weights upon. The ends of the 
cross^head work in cast-iron guides. 

The gaseS are admitted to the cylinder by stop-cocks, and are ex- 
ploded by an electric spark. 

I shall now desc 2 ribe the preliminary arrangements made before mak* ig 
each experiment. 

1 ascertained the weight of the piston, piston-rod, and other appen- 
dages, which the gases must move when the piston is put in motion, to 
be 9 Ibe. 5 oz. 

I then ascertained, that, to overcome tlie friction of the piston, it re- 
quired 5 lbs. 1 oz., together wdth its own weight ; therefore add 5 lbs, 
1 oz. to 9 lb. 5 oz., and we have 14 lbs. 0 oz , the weight or force required 
to overcome tbo friction of the piston. 

I now proceeded to load as follows the piston, so that I would give 
the gases 5 lbs. per square inch of weight to lift. 

Weight of piston, . . . . . 9 lbs. oz. 

Amount of friction of piston, , , . , 14 ... O ... 

Amount of weight required to make up the 5 lbs. per square inch, G ... 5 , . . 

* Total weight, 30 lbs. 0 oz. 

This gives 5 lbs. per square inch of weight, as there are six square 
inches of surface on the piston. 

I measured the gases in the cylinder by the height to which I raised 
the piston. Every inch of distance between the bottom of the cylinder 
and the bottom of the piston bolds six cubic inches. When making the 
experiments I always raised the piston to the height which I wished it 
to be at, by placiifg under the ends of the arms of the cross-head pieces 
of wood made for the purpose. After tlie piston was thus raised to its 
required height, the apparatus was ready for tl^e explosion, os the gases 
were qdmitted at the pressure of the atmosphere at the time the piston 
was raised. 




Id tlio last cxporiment; viz.^ that in which twenty-four cubic inches of 
gas wcri exploded under a load of seventy-fiv^, pounds per square inch, 
the explosion was unable to lift the piston ; it merely shook the weights. 

Tlio abo\ e table gives the maximum results of upwards of two hundred 
trials or experiments, which I have made on the explosive force of the 
mixed gases. 

In order to shew that there is an unaccountable irregularity in the re- 
sults of my experiments on the gases, I shall now give a few experi* 
ments which were made with the same gases, and under the same cir- 
cumstances. 
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Im ilw ■biwe expwiaibiiti batveeft tb« maxsmuni and miniunlVB 
rise of the piston, there is a diiFerenoe of fite^tenths of An inOh; ^ How 
this di^reOce oiHises I om at a loss to know. A difference of about the 
same extent existed throughout all my repetitions of experiments. I have 
bestowed a great deal of labour and attention to find out how this differ^ 
cnce arises, and 1 am satisfied that it has not its origin irom any defect 
in my apparatus or arrangements. I believe it arises from the difference 
of strength that may exist between the different sparks of electricity with 
which the gases were exploded, as it was with the spark from a Leyden 
jar with which I exploded the gases. I intend making a set of experi- 
ments, in order to ascertain this point.- 

When commencing those experiments, 1 attempted to explode the 
gases by the spark which is formed when contact is broken between the 
wires of a battery ; but I found that this spark, although very bright, 
would not explode the 'gases. The battery which I used for this pur* 
pose was composed of eight narrow cast-iron troughs, with a plate of 
xinc in each meastudng twelve inches square. I remain yours truly, 

^ Jas. Johnston. 

Willow Pabr, Obsenock, I6th March 1843. 


Some considerations regarding the comparative normal position 
of Bivalve Molluscous Animals, By M, Alcide D’ Orbignt* 

After all that has been written on the position of a bivalve, we would 
naturally expect that men of science should be agreed as to this import- 
ant point ; such, however, is by no means the case, and the examination 
I propose to make of the different methods employed will prove this but 
too clearly. 

Linnsous, Brugui^re, Lamarck, and Bose, termed the side on which is 
the ligament, the base, and according to them the gaping portion of the 
valve is above ; it is the upper side. 

M. de Blainville considers a bivalve in a position diametrically the op- 
posite of that adopted by the authors just quoted ; thus, the upper side 

Lamarck becomes the lower side of Do Blainville. 

M. Deshayes follows neither the one nor the other of these methods ; 
'he reverses the shell altogether, so as to place the side where the tubes 
are below> and the side where the mouth is above. According to him, 
the side of the mouth is anterior, the side of the tubes is posterior ; the 
length, however, is the same as that adopted by M. de Blainville. 

An examination of these various systematic positions, with reference 
to the normal position of bivalves, has proved to me that they are all 
more or less &uUy. Every one Vho jtudies the shells in their natural 
posi^B, finds ihkt a aifya, and ey^a Fentes, invariably 

haveihair tubas projecting upwaa^s tb tbe surfhceof the sand, from the 
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ittttd pT the rook which coctalns them. Hence it rctnlti that the iitiS^ 
cial positicn assigned by Lamaarck^ didhxc completely from the nattuml 
condition of bivalves, for it forms an angle of 90^ with it ; and that the 
position adopted by M. Deshayes difiTers from the natural one by no less 
than 180®, or, in sliort, precisely reverses the shell, by putting below 
wbat in the normal state is above, just as if we were to place a man with 
his feet in the air. As to the position adopted by M. de Blainville, it 
approaches more to the ordinary condition of the shell, for, by inclining 
it a quarter of a circle, we restore matters to their natural condition. 

Of all these artificial positions, the farthest removed from the truth k 
that adopted by M. Deshayes. Its author supports it by saying, tbnt 
the mouth is situated at the extremity, which he places above, while the' 
anus is thus behind. If we were to follow a purely systematic course 
with regard to the position of animals, without paying any attention to 
their normal state, we should arrive‘?at the most absurd consequences. 
For example, is it necessary for us, because man in his usual position 
has a vertebral column which follows a vertical line, and because he car- 
ries his head at the upper extremity of that line, is it necessary, I say, 
on this account to place the other mammifera in an analogous position ? 
Certainly not, and no one, I believe, has yet thought of changing their 
normal position, any more than of reversing an echimis by placing the 
mouth upwards, and the anu>s downwards , — n position contrary to nature. 
It is, in my opinion, necessary under all circumstances, to assign to 
animals in the figures representing them, a position analogous to that 
which they usually possessed m the different phases of their existence. 

Such considerations have induced me to investigate the reasons which 
have given rise to the singular positions assigned to the mollusca, and 
the injurious consequences which may thus result to science. 

As 1 have remarked regarding the Gasteropodous mollusca, the Special 
study of shells, conchology, having for a long period been considered as a 
separate branch of the science which treats of the molluscous animals form* 
ing the most essential portions of these very shells, there has resulted lUai 
erroneous manner of viewing them, to which, however, we have been 
accustomed up to the present time. We may even assert that this fact 
is so general, that, including museums, there are more than nine-tenths 
of OUT collections which contain none of the animals, — a state of matters 
which tends to perpetuate the fahe direction given in the most recent 
works, where not an animal is figured, and merely the calcareous cover- . 
ings are represented. 

It has never been proposed to change the normal position of birds, or 
of quadrupeds, because we sec them everywhere, and the least Observant^ 
eye is accustomed to it. The natural position of a bivalve molliiscouii 
animal is far from being so well known, for scientific*men themselvei. 
diffbr on the subject. Being in possesqjon of numerous shells, and a fetr 
animals, authors have fixed a position in their cabinets, either acdordiAK 
to the form of the shell itself, as is thb case with LlntiaKiB and ti^uufrek.^, 
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accord^i^ to zoological diaraotcw, as in the case of DoBbayes , but 
without oonmdting Nature to asoertaiu if tbe positions, thus arbitrarily 
assigned^jire iu^eordiinoe with ber. ^ 

I have said that injnriouB consequences might result to science firoxn. 
the representatioa of shells in a position contrary to nature, I prove 
my.assm^onin tlie following manner* In order to ascertain if strata 
have undergone changes of position, if they have been formed at the 
Irnitom of a basin, or on an ancient shore, geology and palseontology 
constantly require information, as to whether organic bodies, and ©spe- 
cially acephalai, or Wyalve mollusca, are in their normal position, and as 
tO'Vrhether they have been rolled about or merely displaced. ^ Now, how 
can a geologist aanive at a conclusion on suob points, by consulting, for ex- 
ample, M. Desbayes* treatise on conchology ? As the plates in that work 
represent bivalve shells in a position completely tbe reverse of their 
normal one, he would naturally conclude that all tlie shells ho meets with 
iu strata^ have undergone a change of position, because there is no one 
in the position assigned by the plates, whereas, on the contrary, these 
aheUs may perhaps be in their normal state, as wo find to be very fre- 
quently the case. It is thus evident, that it is not at all a matter of 
indifference to represent a shell in one way or another, and that it be- 
comes indispensohle for the zoologist, or the palieontologist, to afford 
geologists points of comparison upon which they may rely with certainty, 
to enable tbom to ascertain the condition of the strata, at the moment 
when the beings therein contained became covered by new deposits. 

I have already remarked, that* there is a great diff^ence between the 
position of man, and that of ordinary *quadrupeds. Now, we find another 
example of such a difference in the position of fishes having a symmetri- 
cal form, compared with that of the Pleuronectesj for the former are in a 
Tertical position, whereas the others are, relatively to them, placed on 
the side. 1 insbt on this last comparison of the position of fishes, be- 
cause, in the bivalve acephala, we find precisely the same thing, as will 
appear from the following observations. 

SYMMETRICAL SHELLS. 

Whenever a bivalve shell is perfectly symmetrical in its parts, so that it 
is equivalve, we may assert a priori^ that its position is vertical or nearly 
so,, in direction of the length. 

gpjkeok Sokn, Mya, Lutraria, Myeetopua, Panapofa, Sic., whose 
is the most elongated, are examples. Qenerally they are much 
sunk ;e|tl|er in the sand, or in the mud, where their tubes unceasingly 
perfom an up and down movement, in order to arrive at the surface, and 
their position is perfectiy perpendicular. 

When^the equally elongated, pierces a hole in a stone, as we see 
* in the genera PAclaa, Lithodmua, Saxicam, ClavayeMa, Teredo, &e., the 
shell iscubo pei^endicular, the tifoes above, the mouth below. 

When a free symmetricid shell is more or less oval 'or rounded,^ b 
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the isaee in tho genera Venuv, Ci&tliumj fMmi Bwmla, Pectmoubti, 
Areas Xlnio, Anedontai Madras Dma»s it is eUtt rartical^ the tabes 

being above^ and the mouth below; but sometimes it inclines a Uttle 
to a side. 

Symmetrical shells provided withabyssos which attaches them to the 
rockj have poshions differing a little fbom one another. In the BUbo^ 
area and the Venericardias they are £xed in such a manner as to ^ve 
them the same attitude as the Venus in a free state. In the MytMues 
Modiola, and Pinnas the position is different^ the hinge being placed be- 
low in place of being at the side, and the gaping portion of ^e valves 
being above. In this cosej nevertheless^ 'the animal is still in the same 
roUtive positioui for tho mouth is always below, and the anus above, 

UNSYMMETHIOAL SHELLS. 

If, a prioris a symmetrical bivalve shell announces a vertical normal 
position in the direction of the large diameter, we are equally certain 
that all non-symmetrical bivalve shells have a natural position quite dis- 
tinct, and analogous among the mollusca, to that of the Ploiironectes 
with respect to other fishes, that is to say, that the animal, in place of 
presenting its corresponding portions, or rather the line of separation of 
the two lobes of the mantle in a vertical direction, doe| so in a horison- 
tnl one ; so that non-cymmetrical bivalves are in the normal position^ 
relatively to the .others, when they repose on tteir sides. Thm'e is no 
longer in their case, as there is in all symmetrical shells, tlie distmeition of 
right valve and left valve, but we have always an vpper valve and a tomr 
valve, * • 

With the exception of the Corhula and Pandoras anomalous among the 
free shells, on account 4 )f their irregularity (although their normal posi- 
tion is vertical), all the other unsymmetrical bivalves are fixed either <by 
means of a byssus, or by the shell iteelf. 

When they are fixed by a byssus, they are much less irregular, as in 
the Pema, AvumUis Malleuss Vulcella, Pecten, &c., in which a scrupulous 
examination is sometimes requisite in order to discover the differences 
between one valve and the other. 

When, on the contrary, the sheilas fixed either to the ground or to sub- 
marine bodies by the calcareous matter of the shell itself, not only are the 
luperior and inferior valves very unequal, but, moreover^ these shells being 
constrained to conform in their growth to the space wMeh baafsllen tor 
their lot, we find them either moulding themselves on the bodieron whicli 
they are parasites, or modifying themselves according to the conditions 
of existence in which they are placed, and thus producing so great an 
alteration in the form and aspect of different indhrtduals of the saipe 
species, that it is necessary to forget altogether the dlrdinary limits of 
variations, and to allow a much wider range as to specific characters; 
and this is the case with the genera Ohimas Bpondyluss PUeaUUa, Aid es« 
pecially with the Odrm and Chyphata, • 
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' ' ^ lit eoncluaion, 1 would sum up the subject by sayiug that the noMal 
^ositton of tho acephalous niollusca is vertical^ the tubes being above 
and the mouth below, in all symmetrical bivalves ; whereas it is horizon- 
tal, the mouth on the one side and the anus on the othor^ in all unsym- 
metrical shells. In the first case we have a ripht valve and a P]fl valves 
‘and in the other an upper valve, and a hiver valve. This normal position 
^ing the natural one to adopt, and capable of conferring great advan- 
iSAges on geological observations relative to the condition of tlie seas at 
different epochs and at different parts of a basin, 1 intend to retain it 
scrupulously in the representation of all shells ; and, as it has been sub- 
mitted to the test of numerous observations made in all latitudes, geolo- 
gists may confidently rely on its accuracy, and compare the state of 
the faunas contained in the strata composing the crust of the earth.^ 


Report of the Researches of M. Agassiz during his last two 
sojourns at Hotel-des-Neuchatelois, upon the Lower Glacier 
of the Aar, in the years 1841 and 1842. By M. E. Desor. 

The importance which the study of the glaciers has lately 
acquired, is so genei^illy known, that but few words are neces- 
sary to recommend it to the attention of the public"; and geo- 
logy, in assigning to their influencje so marked an agency in 
the resolutions of the globe, has suddenly raised them from the 
neglect in which they had long lain. The activity displayed in 
these investigations has beenverymuch spontaneous, and almost 
universal ; for there are few countries in which the new science 
has been put into requisition, in which the consequent observa- 
tions have not led to the most satisfactory results. Eecognising 
a development so extensive, I fear lest the researches, of which 
I purpose to give an account, will scarcely appear inviting, 
owing to the contracted locality to which they refer. Many, 
upon reading the title of this article, will, no doubt, enquire* 
what so extraordinary is to be observed and studied in the gla- 
cier of the Aar ; so that there was occasion to resort thither 
for two successive seasons, and remain for weeks and months 
together. To meet all prejudices of this kind, and enable the 
reader to judgb for himself, I shall first, in a few words, give a 
view of thb abate of our knowledge at the close of the year 
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1840, and beginning of 1841, the periods of the pubUoattcm ot 
the works of MM, Agassis and Charpentier ; and shall, at the 
same time, point out what were the problems which remained 
to be solved when H. Agassiz commenced the new series of 
observations upon which we are about to dwell. 

The comparative study of the different regions of the gla- 
cier, and of the modifications which the ice undergoes in its 
course from the superior elevations towards the lower valleys, 
instantly occurs as one of the most important points. The older 
authors recognised its importance, and made a distinction be* 
tween the glacier, properly so called, and the Firn or N6v6 ; 
and more recent ones have recognised three distinct regions 
in all the larger glaciers, namely, the region of compact ice, 
the region of the Nev^, and the region of snow-fields.* 

Regarding the first region, or that of compact ice, it is known 
that the ice becomes harder and harder towards the extremity 
of the glacier. The presence of a net-work of very fine fissures 
— ^the capillary fissures— had also been ascertained, by which 
the water of the surface copiously penetrated into the* inte- 
rior ; but these fissures were only known as they had been ob- 
served upon the surface, and upon the walls of the crevices* 
It was not positively ascertained if they extended to the inte- 
rior of the mass, or to what precise depth they reached. Hence, 
among the objections made to the theory of infiltration, the 
argument has often been put forward, that previous to admit- 
ting a general infiltration by the capillary fissures, it was neces- 
sary to demonstrate the existence of these fissures throughout 
the mass. Many learned men and able natural philosophers, 
considered the idea as very problematical, and in opposition 
to the constituent nature of ice. It was, therefore, only direct 
experiments upon the infiltrations which could decide the ques- 
tion. As to the always increasing density of the ice, it was 
usually attributed to the effect of pressure, but without any 

* Theso regions have now for tbo first time been represented in a grapbie 
manner, in a map which, along with M. Agassiz, 1 have pre^d, as an acQom.. 
.paniment to the German translation of our ascent of the Jungfhiu ; the limits 
of the difihreht regions being there with nil the preelsiofi which can 

be attained In a map which has not been ccnstnicted upon trlfOBcqii«i||[Mll obsevw 
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accurate aecoiiat behig given oC the uaturi^ of, that pressure ; 
and we were also in complete Ignprance of the eSeets produced 
by the air-bubbles contained in the ice« and the modifications 
which they underwent. The crevices encountered in such 
numbers in the region of the compact ice were regarded as the 
effect of the tension of the mass ; but we had only a most 
vague idea of the nature of this tension ; and we shall see in 
the sequel, that even still there is great difficulty in explain* 
ing their functions. The ice tables, the gravelly cones, and 
the baignoires^ were formerly explained in a satisfactory man- 
ner by the older Swiss naturalists, and among others by 
the MM. de Saussure, Kuhn, and the elder Studer. MM. 
Agassiz and Charpentier have added to this department a great 
number of new observations. Still, however, mafiy additional 
ones were still required. The lamellar or ribbon structure in 
the midcUc portions of the glacier had been but vaguely ob- 
served, and no satisfactory explanation had yet been supplied. 
No more had the cause of those singular holes, similar in form, 
which are spread ovqr all the surface of a glacier, and which 
we shall subsequently describe nnder the name of meridian 
holes, discovered. Only an imperfect account had also been 
given of the different varieties which the ice of one and the 
same glacier frequently presents, upon a transverse section 
from one of its banks to the other. Finally, the stratification 
in ice, which is a very general phenomenon, had been only 
loosely described by some, and its existence had been altoge- 
ther denied by others. 

The N6v^ has been especially the object of the persevering 
study of modern observers, and the results of their investiga- 
tions are worthy of the greatest attention. MM. Agassiz 
and Charpentier have both devoted a chapter to its considera- 
tion in their respective works. The latter of these gentlemen 
particularizes two kinds, namely, the higher and lower NiSve. 
But, in spite of all this, much still remains to be done in this 
favourite department How, for example, are the granules of 
the formed t What series of transformations do these 
granules undergo in changing into ice, which becomes more* 
an4 more compact, rendering this ice of the N^vc more and 
more transparent t How does this variety , of ice contain 
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neither the capillary fissure^ nor exhibit the blue bands % and 
how do they make their appeafimce all of a sudden t Finally, in 
virtue of \^faat action is it that the transformation of the Neve 
into ice takes place from below upwards, instead of proceed- 
ing from above downwards ? As to the limits of the Nev^,*it 
has been observed to be tolerably constant among the Alps ; 
although this precision has evidently been exaggerated. Ad- 
ditional researches into this matter must still be under- 
taken. 

The third region, which comprehends the snow-fields, is 
the least known of all. But few naturalists had studied these 
elevated regions, and those who had traversed them had not 
contributed much respecting the extraordinary phenomena 
which are there witnessed. It is without doubt known that 
it is there that the snows annually fall which feed and main- 
tain the glaciers, and that the snow which falls during the 
winter upon the lower parts of the glaciers, melts during 
summer, without contributing, in a direct way, to the forma- 
tion of the ice. But all our ideas concerning the history of 
the snow in these immense circuses have hitherto been very 
imperfect. We had not even a satisfactory knowledge of the 
form under which it habitually falls, — ^whether as flakes, or in 
fine powder, or as minute grains. No more had the particular 
form of the crevices in these elevated regions, wbich are dif- 
ferent from those of the glaciers and the Neve, been eluci- 
dated. Finally, we were completely ignorant of what became 
of the horizontal and regular stratification, which is seen upon 
the sides of those abysses as deep as the eye can penetrate, 
and of which no trace is to be found in the crevices of the 
glaciers properly so called. 

Theory was still more at a loss to explain the phenomena 
which are witnessed upon the highest summits, and the data . 
we possessed concerning the state of the icy inasses of these 
regions was still more contradictory. It was admitted that 
there the temperature was always at 32® F. or below it, and 
yet we talked of ice upon the higliest peaks. "Here there was 
evidei^tly an exception to the common rule; and this ice 
formed above the fields of snow, implied particular* condi- 
tions which had not hitherto been recognised. There was 
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thus a strong motive to visit these elevated regions, and 
observe the temperature of the air, and the state of the ice.* 

Temperature , — Previous to the time when M. Agassiz de- 
voted himself to the study of the glaciers, absolutely nothing 
was known concerning the temperature of these icy masses. 
Nevertheless, it was very generally admitted that it must be 
very low. The first experiments were made in the year 1840, 
at the lower glacier of the Aar, where they indicated a tem- 
perature which was nearly constant, oscillating between 82 F. 
and 31“.5 F. But these observations having been made at a 
depth of only 25 feet, it might be feared that they were not 
completely independent of the external temperature. Hence, it 
became necessary to repeat them at different stations, and still 
more, at greater depths. It" also became important to exa- 
mine more in detail the relation of the external melting with 
the temperature in the shade and in the sunshine, to study 
the induence of nocturnal radiation, and to observe the action 
of the heat upen the water contained in the baipnoires and 
the different cavities pf the ice. 

The phenomena connected with moraines arc of primary 
importance in reference to the question of the transportation 
of boulders ; hence these moraines* have been studied in all 
their aspects ; and their origin, formation, transport, their 
combinations, compositions, tmi different chftracters, have been 
described and figured with great care in the work of M. Agas- 
siz ; and we might have supposed that, in these points at least. 


* The year 1842 has been fertile in ascents, and thus the impulse given 
by the study of glaciers has greatly advanced the limits of our knowledge. 
The h'iusteraarhom has been sealed by M. Sulger, a citizen of Bdle, towards the 
end of the month of August. The Strahleck also has been frequently traversed. 
T'he Den t'du* Midi has been escaladed for the first time by seven natives of the 
Valais. The Jungfrau has again seen adventurous travellers risk their safety upon 
«it5! snowy ridge : MM. Studer and Burky accomplished its ascent in August, con- 
ducted by five guides from the Gidmsel^ two of whom accompanied us the pre- 
ceding year; and 1 have thus enjoyed the satisfaction of M. Studer's confirming 
in all respects the description I had previously published. Finally, 1 have my- 
self scaled the Shreckhorn, along with my friend M. Escher of the Einth. An 
equally remarkable Acent has been accomplished in the Pyrenees. A Russian 
officer, M. de Tchihatcheff, has scaled the peak Nethon de la Maledetta ; and it U 
interesting to remark that his obtervations, relative to lee and snow, correspond 
preoiselj to those we hare made among the Alps. 
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the investigation was at an end. Bat new difficulties arose in 
connection withthe re^arches concerning the method in which 
glaciers advance in their onward course. Intimate relations 
must of course exist between the form and arrangement of 
the moraines, and the more or less accelerated movement of 
the mighty mass. Hence arose the questions why certain 
median moraines at first narrow, as in the median moraine of. 
the Aar, dilates in so remarkable a manner in the ultimate 
course of the glacier, although no new materials are added to 
it ; — ^wliy certain lateral moraines entirely disappear in their 
course ; — and by the influence of what cause it is, that moraines, 
after having formed very high ramparts, again become com- 
paratively flat towards the extremity ot the glacier. 

The question of movement or progress is that which has 
always most engaged the attention of natural philosophers. 
And it is the one which most merits attention, because, what- 
ever theory be adopted, we must always come hack to move- 
ment before we can account for the existence of glaciers and 
their preservation, in those positions iu which they could not 
have so formed themselves in situ. The displacements to 
which glaciers are subjected, are too considerable and frequent, 
even to be doubted by tile native mountaineers, who regard 
this state of matters only as natural. In their estimation, the 
glacier is a rive?, which descends from the mountain, like 
its torrents, only in a manner somewhat different. In fact, such 
an intimate relation exists between a glacier and a river, that 
the strongest possible parallelism naturally suggests itself to 
the mind. A glacier is formed on the same principle, and is 
composed of the same elements, as a river ; it is only water 
under another form, which moreover occupies, as do torrents, 
the bottom of valleys whose sinuosities it follows as if it were 
really liquid. All this was so plain, that those who first di- 
rected their attention to the subject, were at onype convinced 
of it. 

At the same time, when glaciers more particularly engaged 
the attention of philosophers, they euggested*other theories ; 
and opinions differed regarding the nature of their movement, 
andthe causeswhich produced it.* Scheuchzer was the fitst who^ 
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admitting tlie slow and gradual movement, ascribed it to the 
infiltration and congelation of the water contained in the ca- 
pillary fissures. Gruner believed the movement less regular, 
and tiiat it was determined by the weight of the mass, and by 
the melting of its sides. De Saussure very much adopted the 
same view, “ These icy masses,” he remarks, descending 
the slope of the bed on which they rest, released by the streams 
from the hold they might take upon this same bed^ sometimes 
even uplifted by this water, must gradually glide and descend 
in the course of the slope of the valleys, and of the ridges 
which they cover.’* Such, too, is nearly the opinion of Kuhn 
that observer who, of all others during the last century, best 
comprehended and described the whole phenomena of glaciers. 
One thing is very clear, that no one in Switzerland ever doubt- 
ed that the glaciers were subject to movement. And not- 
withstandiijg, the fact in itself is not so simple as it appears 
to those of us who are familiar with it as a matter of public 
notoriety. It is|,thus highly interesting to read over the con- 
troversies which the inquiry occasioned towards the close of 
the last century. One of the Professors of the University of 
Tubingen, M. Ploiiquet, undertook an exctirsion into Switzer- 
land, for the purpose of studying the subject of the glaciers. 
When he beheld these immense masses, covering whole leagues, 
and occupying all the sinuosities of the valleys, he could not 
imagine that they were subjected to any movement whatever ; 
and he remarked that, if possessed of a glidingmotion, they must 
long before have invaded the plains and valleys into which they 
debouched. Hence this author thought that the glaciers were 
immovable, and that if a movement were possible, that move- 
ment must needs be very slow and gradual ; but as such a 
motion appeared to him in the highest degree unlikely, he as- 
siuned that glaciers in general are stationary, and have ever 
been so. This opinion, published in the year 1786 un- 
der the title^ of Vertrauliche Erzcehlung emer Schtveixer 
BeUe^ roused noisy clamours among the Swiss savane, who 
regarded it as a^decided heresy. Hopfner'e Magazine^ a dis- 
tinguished scientific journal which appeared at this time at 
Zurich, ^headed the defence ; • and M> Kuhn .undertook, in 
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one of its numbers, to refute the opinion of the German 
phUosopher, afresh substitut^^ in its place the popular and 
prevailing belief. He adduced facts — that at such a time 
a particular field or meadow was invaded, trees were up- 
rooted, and huts overturned ; and, as if these glaciers were 
predestined to induce irritating discussions, we find that even 
tlien the controversy assumed a very keen and angry tone. 
M. Plouquet answered M. Kuhn’s 'articles in a second me- 
moir, in which he explained anew, and at more length, the 
views and reasons which opposed his admitting that any, and 
especially a rapid movement, took place ; and retreating 
upon his scepticism, he demurred, as inadmissible, to all 
proofs borrowed from the vague notions of the mountaineers. 
He demanded precise facts, and especially measurements; 
and, as few of the awcatiB had themselves made observations, 
and mistrust now began to be entertained regarding the 
recitals of the natives, all this made for the cause of M. 
Plouquet. But De Saussure and Kuhn both had ocular 
demonstration of the motion. The following is the state- 
ment of the former. “ In the month of July 1761, along 
with my guide, Pierre Simon, I passed under a very high 
glacier which Is to the west of that of the Pelerine, There 
I observed an immense block of granite, cubical in form, 
and more than 40 feet long in all its dimensions, resting upon 
the debris at the foot of the glacier, and deposited in its 
place by this glacier. Let us be quick, said Pierre Simon to 
me ; for the ice which presses upon the rock will soon force 
it forward, and so overwhelm us. Scarcely had we safely 
passed it, when it began to move ; at first it slid almost im- 
perceptibly upon the debris lying under it ; it then tumbled 
over upon its anterior face, then upon another ; it then began 
to roll over, and the declivity increasing, it fell from spot to 
spot, till it began to bound away, first to a small extent, and 
then to great distances; at each bound it shivered away 
splinters, then great blocks, and finally the rocks on which it; 
fell ; all these fragments followed its wake do;vn the slope of 
the mountain, and it thus formed a torrent of rocks, great 
and small, which overwhelmed aC forest in which it was»finally 



1T4 Jtepi^i of (it RetearcAe^ o/M. 

airesjbed, after haring cleared a way for itself, in a few mo- 
ments, to the eattcnt of half a league, with a nois^ and de- 
struction altogether astonishing/* (De Saussure, Voyages 
dans les Alpes, tome i., p. 384, § 538.) 

M. Kuhn observed a still more striking movement, occa- 
sioned by the formation of a crevice in the glacier of Grin- 
delwald \ and hence he concluded tliat this was the cause of 
the advancing motion. It could not then be denied that 
glaciers possessed a movement, which was continued from day 
to day ; a circumstance which was not afterwards sufficiently 
attended to. M. Venetz still maintains the theory of glid- 
ing in liis celebrated memoir upon the variations of tern*' 
perature in the Alps ; where he narrated that there were, 
glaciers which made sudden bounds forwards to the extent 
of ten feet. Here, however, it should be noted, that this 
phenomenon was not observed by M* Vonetap himself, and 
that the statement rested upon the simple assertion of the 
native mountaineers. Add to this, that since attention has 
latterly more steadiljj been directed to the subject, no ex- 
ample of this kind of advance has been recorded. Nothing 
then remains, but that we should return to the slower move- 
ment. 

M. Toussaint de Charpentier, brother of the celebrated geo- 
logist of Bex, and M. Biselx, prior of the Convent of St Ber- 
nard, revived the theory of dilatation ; but from this period 
the question became in a wonderful degree complicated. 
It now became necessary to explain what the influences were 
by which the movement was effected, and whether it was 
continuous, or occurred only at certain times ? and, under 
the last alternative, what were the periods of progression 1 
also, if the movement was uniform, or, on the contrary, was 
liable to times of retardation and acceleration ? These ques- 
tions, it was evident, could not be determined in a manner at 
all satisfactory, unless by accurate measurements. When we 
consider the paucity of the measurements which we possess 
even now, we may well be astonished that any theory what- 
ever could be based upon such meagre data. The admea- 
surements commenced by M. Hugi upon the glacier of the 
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Aar, and continued at a later period by M. Agasdiz, are in 
fact the ^hole of the materials of this kind which we pos- 
sessed, It remained, therefore, not only that we should con* 
tinue these annual measurements, but, that they might be 
invested with a real value, it was necessary they should be 
multiplied in numerous places. Daily observations, were ne- 
cessary to appreciate the diversity of the movement in h<it or 
humid days, and during cold ones ; and it required that these 
observations should bo repeated many times every day, that 
the difference between the diurnal and nocturnal movement 
might be brought out. Finally, that we might ascertain the 
movement from one season to another, it was indispensable to 
determine trigonoine'trically numerous points over the whole 
extent of the glacier, which might be measured at all seasons 
of the year. In a word, it became necessary to prepare a 
chart of the whole glacier. • 

With this question of the motion of the glacier, is con- 
nected the one respecting the changes which* the sarface of 
the glacier undergoes, It is evident, t^at if the loss of sub- 
stance which the glacier undergoes is compensated only by 
the advancement of the superior masses, there ought to be a 
certain relation between the superficial waste and the progres- 
sion. But before we can arrive at precise results on this head, 
we must also make a series of observations in different posi- 
tions where the respective levellings are accurately taken, 
and that these observations must be continued for a certain 
time, so that the influence of external agents may be fully 
appreciated. 

But in what way soever a glacier may move, it is a neces- 
sary condition of this movement that it shall free itself from the 
surface upon which it rests. This, at first view, at all events, 
appears a condition imperatively required; although there 
seem to be facts which go to prove that the glacier is frozen at 
its lower surface, and MM. Agassiz *and de Charpentier are 
disposed to admit there may be a slow movement, even sup- 
posing that the lower surface of the ice was frozen to the 
part beneath. However this may be, this theory requires to 
be supported upon additional observations before it ban be 
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^riously entertained or examined ; and we cannot hope to 
arrive at any positive conclusions, except by sounding the 
|[lacier, or at least placing ourselves in circumstances where 
we may continually observe it. 

Finally, the whole of the theory, whether in relation to 
physics or geology, had to endure attacks from a variety of 
quarters. Infiltration was strictly denied by some, and many 
were opposed to the notion that the glacier was frozen to the 
parts beneath ; and admitting the facts which appeared con- 
trary to this opinion, the theory of gliding must again be can- 
, vassed. 

.The phenomena of glaciers, in connection with their change 
of position, also become the subject of various attacks. Some 
had endeavoured to restrict their influence within very nar- 
row limits ; end some philosophers maintained the idea, that 
the glaciers, at no epoch, had advanced more than half a league 
beyond their present limits. Others allowed, that at one time 
they must have^reached the issues of the great valleys ; whilst 
others prolonged the^r course as far as the Jura. On the 
other hand, there w^ere a nundber of^ geologists who adopted 
the opinion of M. Agassiz as the most probable, and thought 
that they had discovered erratic phenomena in many localities 
and countries where the presence of glaciers had never before 
been dreamt of. ^ 

The theory of currents even, was subjected to many changes, 
especially as regarded the origin of the pretended great 
ones. , The time was when it was with much simplicity 
supposed that an impulsion, — some violent shock, — occurred 
a^he summit of the Alps, and had forced from the spot, with 
unheard-of velocity, enormous debris of rocks. It was long 
before a cause for tliese currents was thought of. First, it was 
conceiv^ that the district of the Valais had been an immense 
lake, whose waters had overwhelmed the plain in consequence 
of a cataclysm which separated the Dent du Midi from the 
pent do Morcles. Others, again, assuming as a type the de- 
bacle of the vaUoy of Bagnes, fancied that many lakes were 
formerly barred by glaciers, — that when these maintaining 
barriers^ came to be brefleen, 'currents were produced which 
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transported immense boulders to the opposite slopes of the 
Jura. There were others, again, who entirely denied the alii- 
. ance supposed to exist among some of the phenomena which 
had been associated in the theory of glaciers, and especially as 
regarded this polish upon, rocks, and the various strim and 
grooves which it was alleged had been produced by their enor- 
mous pressure. 

All those different opinions, interpreting so variously the 
phohomcna which had been accumulated, made the acquisi- 
tion of new and more detailed observations altogether indis- 
pensable : and it was important that these should be made as 
much as possible upon the glaciers now existing ; in fact, that 
their current operations should actually be watched. Besides, 
the observation we had made the previous year concerning a 
constant limit of the polished rocks, was of such paramount 
interest that it merited peculiar attention. 

Thus the iisiflcnensity of the field was evident. * And how- 
ever important may have been the results of the researches 
oflateyearStf much still. remains to be accomplished; espe- 
cially when we consider that here, as? in every new science, 
the solution of one problem only gives rise to the consideration 
of another, and that wh^t appeared at one time sufficiently 
established, is presently involved in doubt by discovery of new 
facts which may 4 >blige the observer to undertake a new series 
of investigations. If innumerable difficulties which are met 
with in conducting researches, apparently simple, cause our 
progress to be slow, it is no less true that the slightest obser- 
vation, and a single fact needing confirmation, require long and 
arduous journeys ; and withal, nature in these elevated regions 
is so capricious, that we must almost steal her favours that we 
may profit by the slightest circumstonces of time and place. 

We have no intention of entering into the details of all the 
observations which were made at the H^tel des Neuchatehis 
during the last two years. . These will appear in a separate 
volume which M. Agassiz is now preparing as a sequel to his 
Etudes sur Us Glaciers, and of which notice will subsequently 
be taken. The object of this article is only to exhibit, in 
a summary manner, the sojourn of M. Agassiz and his com- 
panions at the lower glacier of the Aar, pointing out the 
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principal results they have obtained. Instead of a journal or 
succinct narration of events in their chronological order, I . 
shall treat separately of their principal operations, uniting 
under the sdme head the observations of both years, with the 
indication of their dates. One part of the results obtained 
during the summer of 1841 has already been published by 
M. Agassiz in the Edinburgh New Philosophical Journal 
(vol. xxxiii. p. 217) ; and some of them of 1842 will be found 
in the Cmples JRendus of V Institute and in Leonhard and 
Bronn’s Journal.* 

{To he continued^ 


Meteorological Tables for 1843. 
(Continued from Vol. XXXIV., p. 372.) 
Table III. — March. 


1S43. 

Ther. 

Max. 

Ther. 

Min. 

Ther. 

Med. 

Barom. 
i p. 8 A.M. 

Therm. 

4 p. 8 A.M. 

Bar. 

8 r.M. 

Ther. 
8 P..M 

Rain. 

Hail. 

1 

Snow. Winds. 

1 

Meteors. 

Mar. 1. 

36* 

27* 

31* 

29.68 

3r 

29.81 

01' 



... i".. 


... 2. 

36 

27 

31 

29.92 

33 

30.01 

33 

... 


... 1 N. 


... 3. 

38 

24 

31 

90.04 

27 

30.15 

32 

... 

... 

.. ' N. 


... 4. 

40 

82 

36 

30J») 

29 

30.17 

35 



M. 

* W. 


... 5. 

45 

38 

41 

30.09 

36 

30.00 

40 



w. 


... 6. 

46 

40 

43 

2998 

40 

30.00 

43 


... 

... ' w. 


... 7. 

47 

28 

37 

30.04 

41 

30.07 

37 


t ... 

... S.E 


... 8. 

41 

30 

35 

3019 

29 

30.20 

36 



... S.E. 


... 9. 

44 

37 

40 

3090 

33 

30.10 

41 


u_. 

... S.W. 


... 10. 

43 

40 

41 

29.88 

38 

2998 

41 



... 1 N. 


... 11. 

48 

42 

45 

2999 

44 

29«7 

43 



... ' W. 


... 12. 

46 

35 

40 

29.58 

44 

2996 

40 



... : w. 


... 13. 

42 

30 

36 

29.31 

38 

29.27 

38 



... 1 w. 


... 14. 

43 

30 

36 

2924 

34 

29.34 

38 



... w. 


... 16. 

46 

33 

38 

2990 

34 

29.80 

39 



... !N.E. 


... 16. 

45 

40 

42 

29.88 

35 1 

29.65 

41 



... B.W. 


... 17. 

63 

41 

47 

2996 

44 

29.69 

44 



... is.w. 


... 18. 

54 

40 

47 

29.71 

46 

29.86 

41 



... IS.E. 


... 19. 

48 

38 

43 

29.82 

44 

29.83 

43 


• •• 

... iS. E. 


... 20. 

-44 

39 

41 

20.71 

41 

29.61 

40 



... ' E. 


... 21. 

64 , 

42 

48 

29.31 

44 j 

2999 

46 

• mw 

... 

... iS.E. 

Lightning. 

... 22. 

60 

46 

53 

29.19 

47 

29.30 

49 



... ' S. 


... 23. 

56 

40 

47 

29.24 

47 

29.46 

47 

i>« 


... , s. 


... 24 

45 

40 

42 

29 62 

43 

29.75 

42 



... 1 E. 


... 26. 

44 

36 

40 

2992 

43 

3002 

37 


... 

... ' E. 


... 26. 

45 

31 

|88 

30.05 

39 

29.98 

34 


... 

... 1 E. 


... 27. 

38 

33 

35 

2990 

35 

29.68 

34 



... 

E. 


... 28. 

42 

31 

36 . 

29.85 

38 

2996 

35 




E. 


... 29. 

44 

30 

37 

^.91 

37 

29.87 

38 




E. 


... 30. 

46 

46 

45 

^.64 

35 

2921 

45 




8. E. 


^31. 

59 

44 

t 


29.08 

39 

'29.16 

48 

- 



S. W. 


naans. 

46,70 

3S.77. 

40.45. 

29.762 

88.64 

Arm 

39.67 

16 

4 

2 




* Bibli(ttheque UnivfrfeVf di Ginhut, April 1S43, 












Meteorological TaUee. IVi 


RESULTS. 


Habombtbe. 

Highest^ 

Lowest, 

Mean, 


30.20 

29.08 

29.751 


, THBEIIOMBTBIU 

Highest^, 

Lowest^ . . ' • 

Mean, 


00 ® 

24b® 

40®45 


WINDS. 


W.7; N.W.O; N,4; N.E. 1 


E.7; 8.E.6; 8.2; S.W.4. 


Notes. — March 1. Fine. 2. Fine ; cloudy. 3, 4. Fine. 5. Fmo i 
windy. 6. Windy. 7. Fine. 8. Foggyk 9. Cloudy. 10. Rainy, 
11. Fine ; cloudy. 12. High wind ; cloudy^ a,m. 13, 14. Rain and 
hail in showers. 15. Rain ; cloudy. 16. Rainy ; thermometer at 9 p.1i. 
46.® 17. 18. Fine ; foggy. 19. 20. Cloudy. 21. Close, and cloudy 
A.M. ; at thunder and heavy rain. 22. Rainy a.m. ; fine. 24. Rainy 
and windy. 25. Windy. 26. Windy ; gale with snow at night. 27. 
Cloudy. 28. Fine* 29. Fine. 30. Hazy ; rainy and w indy. 31. High 
wind; cloudy. 

Memoranda. — Earthquake at Lochqiljyhead.’^A smart shock of an earth- 
quake was felt at Lochgilphead at forty minutes past 8 p.m. on Saturday 
last. It lasted from thirty to forty seconds, and was 4b strong, that the 
dishes on the wall and shelves were sot in motion. The shock was ac» 
companied by a loud noise, as of many carts of stones being emptied on 
the street. Many of the inhabitants rdh in great alarm to their doors to 
ascertain the cause of the disturbance. A farmer who resides two miles 
and a half from Lochgilphead^ mentions that the same sensation WFas felt 
' at his house as at the village. 

OoAN. — On Saturday evening the 25th, a shock of earthquake was dis- 
tinctly felt in this place about 8 p.m. It appeared to pass from £. to W., 
and occupied from forty to fifty seconds in its trapsition. A flash of 
lightning was observed about the same time. About two years ago a 
similar shock was felt in this place, and a still severer one fourteen years . 
since. 

Floods at Roue. — Letters from Rome of the 8th, give frightful 
counts of destruction caused by the overflowing of the Tiber. The river 
had laid one-third of the Eternal City under water, forming deep laket 
in many localities. The principal street, the Corso, the approaches to 
/the castle of St Angelo, and the Piazza di Spagna, were completely 
flooded. The flood had continued for two days, and there was no ap- 
I pearance of its abatement, &c. » 
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Eakthqvake in tbs Wsst Indies. 

€hfpy af a Leittr from R. J. Fayers, to his Excellency the Oov€%*nor 

<f Bermuda^ eonceming the EariliqtMiike in the West Indies. 

Royal Mail SisAM-SaiP, Forth, 
Feh . 1843 . — Off Bermuda . 

SiR>— I think it expedient you should be in possession of circumstances 
tiiat have recently occurr^, and the hitelligcnce conveyed to you as 
correctly as possible. 

An earthquake (1 fear of great extent) has occurred. On the 8th of 
February, at half-past 10 a. I was sitting at table with Mr Comrie, of 
the Colonial Bank at St Thomas, his private house being on a declivit}” 
half way up the highest part of the town. We were suddenly surprised 
by a confused sound, very much resembling the action of a strong 
draught of one of the large steamers’ fiues^ with the door shut, attended 
by a hissing sound. Our first impulse was to fly to the balcony ; every 
things was on the move— windows rattling, and plaster falling off. 

The streets immediately under presented an extraordinary scene, peo- 
ple rushing out of their houses, and crying in all directions, many faint- 
ing. The shock came not perpendicular, but horizontal, then a perfect 
calm. All business was suspended, and churches were opened for wor- 
ship. The ships at anchor in the harbour felt the shock very plainly, 
and those who were below, at the time came on dock to ascertain the 
cause of the disturbance. « 

A French brig coming to St Thomas’s, felt the shock so severely, 
whilst off Tortola, that he thought the vessfl had struck on a rock. The 
Spanish man-of-war corvett Cubana, came in from the westward, and 
though close in to the west end of St Thomas’, did not feel any shock. 
A vessel arrived from St Kitts, the Court-House and Custom-House had 
fallen, but no mention of any loss of life. On the following day, at 8 a. m., 
the royal mail steamer ** Thames” arrived ; the news brought by her 
was, that, to the great dismay of all on board, the Thames was brought 
up as if on a reef of rocks. The captain, Philip Haste, had his attention 
called, by a jiassenger exclaiming. Heavens, look at the land ! All was 
enveloped in a cloud of dust. The shock had passed Montserrat, which 
cbnUnued, as the Thames passed, enveloped in a cloud of dust. God 
^nly knows the fate of the islands to the eastward. I have the honour 
to be, your Excellency’s obedient servant. 
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Captain Haste’s Letter is as follows — - 

Sir, — 1 lament to inform you that we have experienced several terrific 
shocks of earthquake. The ofFect on all hands was indescribable^ all came 
running up from below^ not a man was left in the engine-room, except 
Mr Casey, the chief engineer, who insisted that something had gone 
wrong with the boilers. 

On looking at the island an awfiil scene presented itself douds of dust 
rhing in every direction, &c. Montserrat, although thirty miles distant, 
we could sec was enveloped in dust ; some severe shocks were felt in this 
island at the same time. The weather during the earthquake was beau- 
tiful. 

Moderate breeze east ; barometer, 30.15 ; thermometer, 81 ° 

Falmouth^ Tth March . — ^From a passenger who returned in 
the Actieon from the West Indies, we have the following: — 

No language which I could employ, would be adequate to conv0y to 
the minds of others the flea of the nature of the catastrophe, or of the 
destruction, desolation, and misery which have followed iq its wake. 
On the morning of the 8th February, the greatest consternation and 
terror prevailed amongst the inhabitants. St Eusthtius, in St Kitts, 
suffered severely. 

Letter from a Gentleman who* was in the island at the time. 

There was nothing very remarkable in the atmosphere on the morning 
of the 8th. The sky was clear, and the wind fresh and rather cold. 
There was, however, a deep purple haze in the air, rather uncommon at 
this time of year. About twenty-three minutes past eleven, 1 went to 
the quarter-deck of her Majesty's steamer Dee every one was bnsHy 
employed, when suddenly I saw the cliff behind the coal-yard undulate. 
On turning my eyes up the harbour, I saw a hill, called Monk's Hill, 
toppling from its summit, and enveloped in dust. The water in thehar^ 
hour foamed and bubbled, and in many places a white substance rose, as 
if thrown up from the bottom. After the shock had passed, to my dying 
day I shall "never forget the horror that was depicted in every counte- 
nance. Men gazed at each other in blank and terrible dismay, &c. 

Besides the immense destruction of buildings, it has been ascertained 
that the lives of two thousand persons have been sacrificed, and from 
one thousand two hundred to one thousand five hundred individuals 
maimed and mutilated. 
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Tabiji IV. — Abbii.. 


1843. 

Thar. 

Mm. 

Tlier. 

Mia. 

Ther. 

Mean. 

Barom. 

( p. 8 A.U 

Thcnn. 

4 p. 8 A.M 

Bar. 

8 r.M. 

Ther. 
8 PM. 

Rain. 

Hail. 

... 

Wind. 

Meteors. 

April 1. 

S6' 


49" 

29.16 

49 " 

29.02 

60" 




S. W. 


... 2. 

55 


49 

29.18 

49 

2a22 

45 


... 

... 

S.W. 


... 3. 

54 


48 

29.43 

48 

29.50 

45 

... 



w. 


... 4. 

52 


46 

29.30 

47 

29.21 

46 


... 


s. 


... 6. 

52 

38 

45 

29.39 

43 

29.67 

44 




N. 

Aurora Dor. 

... 6. 

53 

44 

48 

2940 

45 

29.28 

44 


... 


w. 

Aurora Bor. 

... 7. 

53 

38 

45 

29.19 

47 

29.06 

44 


... 


w. 


... 8. 

45 

34 

39 

29.07 

42 

29.48 

39 




E. 


... 9. 

46 

31 

38 

29.61 

37 

29.69 

38 




N. 


IUmciH 

42 

28 

35 

29.73 

36 

29.80 

35 




N. 

Lunar Halo, 

... 11. 

42 

27 

34 

29.86 

36 

29.86 

34 




N. 


... 12. 

44 

30 

37 

29.80 

35 

29.64 

34 




W. 


... 13. 

42 

36 

38 

29.80 

36 

29.77 

3r> 


... 


N.W. 


... 

54 

43 

48 

29.45 

48 

29.68 

48 




W. 


... 15. 

53 

45 

49 1 

29.80 

49 

29.83 

47 




W. 


... 16. 

66 

38 

46 

29.78 

61 

29.78 

48 




W. 


... 17. 

60 

46 

53 

29.a5 

46 

29.89 

50 




s. 


... 18. 

58 f 

45 

51 

29.90 

50 

29.81 

50 


... 


S.W. 


... 19. 

64 

41 

62 

29.80 

52 

29.76 

50 _ 




S.W. 


... 20. 

56 

45 

50 

29.15 

49 

29.67 

47 • 


... 


E. 

- 

... 21. 

59 

48 

53 

29.64 

61 

29.67 

50 


... 


S.W. 


... 22. 

51 

40 * 

45 

29.61 

60 

29.69 

45 


... 


Var. 

- 

... 23. 

48 

37 

42 

29.73 

43 

29.80 

43 




Var. 

Aurora Bor. 

... 24. 

58 

40 

49 

L 29.89 

45 

29.80 

49 




S.W. 


... 25. 

62 

33 

42 

29.29 

42 

29.31 

42 




N.W. 


... 26. 




29.32 

42 

29.61 

40 1 


... 


N.E. 


... 27. 

66 



29.69 

40 




... 


S.W. 


... 28. 

60 



29.50 

45 

29.47 

43 


... < 


S.W. 


... 29. 

66 



29.50 

44 * 

29.80 

45 




S. E. 


... 30 

60 



30.07 

46 

30.19 

43 


... 


E. 


Means, 

5313 

39.10 

45.30 

29.563 

44.76 

s9.6oe 

f3.93 

18 

2 

4 




RESULTS. 

bArombteii. thermometer. 

Highest, 30.19 Highest, 64° 

Lowest, 29.02 Lowest, 27° 

Mean, 29.586 Mean, 45°30 


W.7; N.W.2; N.4,; N,E. 1 ; E.3; aE. 1 ; 8.2; S.W.8; Var. 2. 

At Kinfouna (for last month) the extremes of pressure were 30.35 and 
29.20 ; temperature 62° and 16° ; mean temperature 39°.67 ; amount of 
rain 1.36 inch. 

Noteb.-— A/wi 1, 2. Showery and windy. 3. Cloudy. 4. Rainy. 5. 
Rainy; aurora remarkably bright this evening, although moonlight. 
Almost immediately below the moon there was a large mass of luminous 
matter, through which the stars were distinctly visible. 6, 7. Windy. 
8.* Rainy. 9. Fine. 10, 11. Snow and hail in showers. 12. High 
svind, rain ; at "half-past 4 p.m. heavy snow and windy. 13. Cloudy, 
windy, and snow at 9 p.m. ; high wind and rain during night. 14. High 
iwnd. 15, 16. Cloudy. 17. 18. 19. Fine. 20. Cloud}. 22. Rainy. 
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23. Rainy; fine. 24. Cloudy. 25. Stormy, a.m.; fine, 27* Cloudy 
night ; rainy. 28. Rainy. 29. Fine ; foggy p.m. 

Memoranda. — Earthquake in HoVmd, — Zealand, AfriU — This 
morning, about two o’clock, a slight shock of earthquake was felt here. 
About half-past six, it was followed by a second and still more severe 
sliock. The church bell was so violently agitated, that the ringing was 
heard at a considerable distance. Accounts from Uden mention that 
the shock was also felt there, and that the people who were assembled 
in tlio church huvstily ran out. Houses were shaken violently, articles 
of furniture wore j’cmoved from their places, and persons in bed were 
thrown from one place to another. 

Bois LB Duo, 9th April , — The dike of the Zuid Willemswaart canal 
has given way, and sunk to the extent of twenty yards. Letters re- 
ceived to-day from St Oderodc, mention that several shocks had bean 
felt there on the 7th (Friday), about 11 p.m. The inhabitants rushed out 
of their houses for fear of being buried under the ruins, and remained in 
the streets until daylight returned. 

Several localities in North Brabant have been visited by the earth- 
quake. Grave, Bominel, Husnew, Breda, Telburgh, Findhoven, and 
other places, have received some severe shocks. At the same time there 
occurred a storm of thunder and lightning. At Gorcum a very heavy 
shock was felt at a quarter before six a.m. * 

Table V. — Ma* 
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RESULTS. 


BAROMETBR. 

Highest, , , 30.29 

Lowest, . 27.27 

Mean^ . . 29.703 


THERMOMETER. 

Highest, • . . 63^ 

Lowest, » . . 37® 

Mean, . . . 47>d4 


WINDS* 

W. 4; N,W. 0; N. 3; N.E. 2 ; E. 17; S.E IJ ; S. 0 ; S.W. 34. 

Notes. — May 1. — 3. Hazy. 4. Cloudy ; rain and hail p.m. 5. High 
wind ; showery. 6. Cloudy. 7. Rainy p.m. 8. Cloudy; windy. 9-11. 
Fine. 12. Cloudy ; rainy. 13. Cloudy ; windy. 14. Fine ; fogg}'. 15. 
Cloudy ; windy. 16. Rainy and windy ; hazy. 17. Cloudy ; hail 11 p.m. 
18-20. Fine. 21. Rain p.bi. ; windy. 22. 23. Hazy and rainy. 24. 
Cloudy ; during night windy and rainy. 25. Cloudy. 27* Evening 
rainy; misty; windy. 28. Cloudy; hail p.m.; rainy. 29. Showery; 
windy. 30. Fine ; rainy night. 31. Rainy ; hazy. The Pentland Hills 
were covere<^ with snow on the morning of the ^th of May. 

Curious Fact. — For several days the artesian well of Grcnelle has 
thrown up small black fishes, which have no apparent eyes. This phe- 
nomenon was observed last year at'the same period. The Academy of 
Sciences has ordered a rep 9 rt to be made on that extraordinary fact. — 
Edinburgh Advertiser, May 30. 

The LATE Earthquake.— a letter from an inhabitant of note of Giiada- 
loupe, dated 7th March, giving an account of a phenomenon which 
appears to have been connected with the catastrophe of the Sth Fe- 
bruary, has been communicated to the Academy of Sciences by the Mi- 
nister of War. M. Celeron, the gentleman in question, relates, that 
between the eastern point of Marie Galante and Guadaloupe, and in the 
mid channel, a column of water, black in colour, and of largo diameter, 
rose from the sea. This appearance lasted about balf an hour. M. Cc- 
loron adds, that, being well acquainted with the nature of waterspouts, 
he was certain that this was not one, as the column was too vertical, 
and had no communication with the clouds. No doubt was entertained 
by him of its being the effect of a submarine volcano. 


Second Earthquake in tbs West Indies. 

Charleston, 22d March . — We learn from Captain Smith of the schooner 
Francis Cannaday, that a shock of earthquake was experienced in the 
northern part of Guadaloupe on the 3d (March). At the time a captain 
of a vessel, off the fiorth point of the inland, mentioned, that it shook the 
vessel with such severity, so that it was with difficulty the crew could 
keep theiibfeet. A dense cloud of smoke ascended from the Bassaterre, 
and Berjious fears were^ entertained for the safety of that place. At 
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Point Petre the atmosphere was so impregnated with the effluvia arising 
from the ruins of the town^ aa to be quite unsupportable. The comet 
recently seen at this place was observed at St Thomas’s on the 2d April, 
and was so brilliant^ as to cause considerable alarm to the inhabitants. 
A shock of earthquake was also felt at St Thomas’s on the 5th instant, 
about half-past nine at night. No material damage was done. 


On the Generation of the ‘Polygastric Infusoria. By Professor 

OwEJT, F,R.S., &c.^ 

Perhaps the most marvellous part of the organization and economy of 
the Polygastric Infusom is that which relates to the function of genera- 
tion. This function, I may observe, is the only one which does not ne- 
cessarily require a special organ for its performance. 1 am not aware 
that this proposition has been before enunciated, but it w'ill be quite in- 
telligible when the essential nature of the generative process is better 
understood. 

Although both ovaria and testes have been unequivocally ddlnonstrated 
in the Polt/gaHria, yet their most common mode of propagation is quite 
independent of, and superadded to, the function of those organs. In a 
well fed Monas j Leucophrgs^ Enchdys, or Paramecium ^ the globular paren- 
chyme may be observed to become a little raoA opaque and apparently 
more minutely subdivided : then a dear line may bo discerned, stretch- 
ing itself transversely across the middle of the body and indicating a se- 
paration of the contents into iwo distinct parts. The containing inte- 
gument next begins to contract along this line, and the creature to as- 
sume the form of an Ifour-glass. This, though doubtless an uncontrol- 
lable, seems to be a spontaneous action, and the struggle of each division 
to separate itself from its fellow indicates an impulse in each to assume 
its individual and independent character ; the which they no sooner ef- 
fect than they dart off in opposite directions, and rapidly acquire the 
normal size and figure. In the Vorticella and some other species, we 
have examples of spontaneous division in the longitudinal direction, 
which commences at the mouth, and extends to the irritable and con- 
tractile stein, from which one or both of the new formed individuals de- 
tach themselves. In some species, this spontaneous fissiou, which cor- 
responds, as I stated in my Lectures on Generation in reference to the 
ova of the Medusa, in so interesting a manner with the earliest pheno- 
menon in the development of the ovum in the higher animals, is arrested 
before its completion, but the partially separated individuals continue 
in organic connection, and form compound animals, ^sometimes in the 

* From the Hunterian Lectures on Comparative Anatomy, delivered at the 
Royal College of Surgeons, London, in 1843, p. 22, &c. ^ * 
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form of long chains, sometimes branched^ sometimes expanding to fom 
a spherical bag, as in the well-known Volvox fflohator, which was long 
deemed a single individual of a peculiar species. New spherical groups 
of Volvoces are thrown off into the interior of the parent moiiadiary, 
which is rent open to allow them to escape. 

Another mode of generation is by gemmation or the development of 
buds, which in some species, as Cheroma, grow out of the fore part of 
the body, and in others, as Vorticdla, from the hind part near the stein, 
or from the stem itself, from which the young animal soon detaches it- 
self. In most VorticcUida', as in Corchesivm and EpistyliSy the small libe- 
rated end of the body opposite the mouth is provided with a circle of 
vibratile cilia, so long as the individual swims freely ; but these disap- 
pear when the pedicle is developed. 

With regard to the more common fissiparous mode, Ehrenberg has 
figured gradations of this spontaneous division of the organised contents 
of the integument in the Gonium and Chlamydomouas, which may bo 
compared with the earliest stages of the development of the germ, as 
figured by Siebold in the Stroitpylus and Medusa, by Baer in the frog, and 

Barry in the rabbit. Dr Martin Barry, who has discovered the very 
remarkabfe and complicated nature of this process in the mammalian 
ovum, was alone perhaps in the condition to full}’^ comprehend and ex- 
plain its analogy to the fissiparous generation of the Polygastria, to 
which, in 184:0, I briefly alluded ; and this he Ims done in a paper, re- 
plete with interesting generalizations, lately read before the Royal So- 
ciety, I have been favoured by that indefatigable observer with the fol- 
lowing notes of his ideas on this subject. 

“ Between the appearance presented by the mammiferous germ during 
the passage of the ovum through the Fallopian tube, and those met with 
in the young Volvox globater while within the*parent, I find a resem- 
blance which is very remarkable indeed, extending even to minute de- 
tails. Not only do the cells of which the young Volvox is composed 
form a body resembling a mulberry, with a pellucid centre, but the 
cells gradually increase in number, apparently by doubling, at the same 
time diminishing in size, like the cells of the mammiferous germ ; which 
they resemble also in being originally elliptical and flat. 

“ Some of the points of resemblance now mentioned were recognised 
in the delineation of the Volvox given by professor Ehrenberg; others 
were noticed during some observations I have myself made on this very 
interesting microscopic object. Professor Ehrenberg has figured five 
pellucid globules in a young Volvox just escaped from the parent. 
These, the germs of another set, evidently resulted from division of the 
pellucid mass visible in another state : so that here is to be recognised 
fissiparous gene]^tion of the kind 1 have described os reproducing cells. 

On examining the figures given by Ehrenberg of successive genera- 
tions of the Chlamydomonas, I see a resemblance to the two, four, eight, 
&c. grfiups of cells in the mammiferous ovum too striking, not to sug- 
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gest that the prooess of formation must be the same in both : the essen- 
tial part of this process consisting in division of the pellucid nucleus. 
And it is deserving oT remark, that Ehrenberg describes his Mmai hwo- 
Ujr evidently a nucleated cell, as possibly an early state of the Chlamy^ 
domonas. 

The curiously symmetrical forms of many of the Bacillaria appear 
to be due to this two, four, eight, &c. division of the nuclei of cells. 

** The delineations of Gonimn, Jklonas vivipara, and Opkrydium given 
by the great naturalist just mentioned, afford most satisfactory examples 
of a pellucid globule, dividing and subdividing like the hyaline in cells. 

In man}' other of Ehrenherg's figures of the Polygastric Infusoria, 
the corresponding part appears to me to be denoted by a blue, red, or 
green colour, according as there had been added either indigo, carmine, 
or sap-green. Tliis accords with what has been mentioned in a former 
page, regarding cells, namely, that a foreign substance becomes added 
and assimilated through the hyaline. 

Fecundation of the ovum takes place in the same manner as nutri- 
tion of the cell, and seems, in some instances at least, comparable to the 
nutrition of one of the Infusoria. • 

^^But farther, 1 recognise in Ebrenberg's delineations of the Infusoria, 
not merely a cell-formation, but everywhere tlie existence of transitory 
or assimilative cells. 

And farther still : the infusorial ccUs, like the cells of the larger or- 
ganisms, have their origin n* globules wliich become discs or *^cyto- 
blasts these passing through stages such as those of ordinary cells. 
Thus in Ehrenberg*s Mviwdina are to be found, I think, the following 
grades, perfectly analogous to the grades of cells : — 

‘^1, Globules and discs. 

** 2, Discs with a pellucjd point, 

“ 3. The point dividing. 

4. Nucleated cells. 

“ 5. The uucloi dividing and thus giving origin to 

6. Young cells, 'which are seen both within and escaped from pa- 
rent cells. 

There really seems to have been much truth in the remark long 
since made by Oken, that animals arc groups of bodies comparable to 
tbe Infusoria. The cell is itself a little organism ; and cells coalesce to 
form a larger one. 

“ The remarks just made respecting fissiparous generation, I appre- 
hend, may be applied to geinmiparous reproduction, or propagation by 
means of buds.'* 

No doubt the minute Infusoria, which seem to have their development 
arrested at the first or nearest stage from the primitive cell- formation, 
offer close and striking analogies to the primitive colls out of which the 
higher animals and all their tissues are developed ; bist the very step 
which the Infusoria take beyond the priiiiitive cell-stag^ invests them 
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with a specific oliaractcr^ as independent and distinct in its nature as 
that of the highest and most complicated organisms. No mere organic 
cell, destined for ulterior changes in a living organization, has a mouth 
armed with teeth, or provided with long tentacula. I will not lay stress 
on tlie alimentary canal and appended stomachs, which many still re- 
gard as " sub judicc but the endowment of distinct organs of genera- 
tion, for propagating their kind by fertile ova, raises the Polygastric 
Infusoria much above the mere organic cell. 

In many of the larger species, of Polygastria, radiated vesicles, sub- 
transparent and colourless, generally two in number, and situated near 
the two extremities of tlie body, of a highly irritable nature, rapidly 
contracting and dilating, have been observed. Itocfd first figured this 
contractile vesicle in the Vorticdla. In Euodon, in addition to these ve- 
sicles, Ehrenberg likewise discerned another organ, of an oval shape, of 
a dull white coloiu*, and of considerable size, placed in the middle of the 
abdomen. It is easily detected by the want of colour, when tlie animal 
has been well fed and its stomach filled. This organ is regarded as the 
testicle, and the contractile radiated bladders as the Vesiciilce SeminaLs. 
The ovarium occupies a more important share of the general cavity of 
the body. It fills all the interspaces of the stomachs and intestine 
which are not occupied by the male organs, and consists of a number of 
minute corpuscles, or nucleated colls, connected together in a reticulate 
form, generally of a green or pinjt, or some other bright colour, in well- 
fed healthy Polygastria, 

The act of generation is attended with the destruction of the parent. 
The ripe ova burst through some part of the-abdominal integument, 
and escape in a reticulated mass, together with the fertilizing fluid. 

By virtue of these diversified modes of multiplication, ^the powers of 
propagation of these diminutive organized creatures may be truly said 
to immeim, Malthusian principles, or what ore vulgarly so called, 
have no place in the economy of this department of organized nature. 
To the first great law imposed on created beings, increase and multi- 
ply," none pay more active obedienco than the Infusorial animalcules. 

Attempts have been made to calculate approximately this rate of in- 
crease. 

On the 14:th of November, Ehrenberg divided a Paramcecium aurdiaf 
a Polygastric animalcule measuring one-twelfth of a line in length, into 
four parts, which he placed in four separate glasses. 

On the l7tli of November, the glasses numbered 1 and 4 each con- 
tained an isolated parammeium, swimming actively about. The pieces 
in numbers 3 and 4 had disappeared. 

On the 18th there was no change. 

On the 19th each aniufklculc presented a constriction across the mid- 
dle of the body. 
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On the 20tb No. 1. had propagated five individuals by transverse 
spontaneous division : in No. 4. eight individuals had in like manner 
been generated. 

On the 2lBt no change bad taken place. 

On the 22d there were six nearly equabsized individuals in No. 1., 
and eighteen individuals in No. 4. 

On the 2Sd, the individuals were too numerous to be counted. 

Thus it was demonstrated that this species of Polygastrian would 
continue for six days without any diminution of reproductive force, and 
that on one day a single individual twice dlvided> and one of its divi- 
sions effected a third fission. 

A similar experiment on a ^tylonyehia Mytilitpy an animalcule one- 
tenth of a line in length, was attended with nearly the same results ; it 
was supplied with the green nutrient mrttcr, consisting of the Monaa 
puhnscvluf, and on the fifth day the individuals generated by successive 
divisions were too numerous to be counted. 

And now 3 *ou may be disposed to ask : To what end is this discourse 
on the anatomy of beings too minute for ordinary vision, and of whose 
ver^’ existence we should bo ignorant unless it were revealed to us by a 
powerful microscope ? What part in nature can such apparently insig- 
nificant animalcules play, that can in any way iifterest us in their orga- 
nisation, or repay us for the pains of acquiring a knowledge of it ? I 
shall endeavour briefly to answer these questions. The Polygastric In- 
fusoria, notwithstanding their extreme minuteness, take a great share 
in important oflSces of the economy of nature, on which our own well- 
being more or less immediately depends. 

Consider their incredible numbers, their universal distribution, their 
insatiable voraefty ; and that it is the particles of decaying vegetable 
and animal bodies which the}'’ are appointed to devour and assimilate. 

Surely we must in some degree be indebted to those ever active invi- 
sible scavengers for the salubrity of our atmosphere. Nor is this all : 
they perform a still more important office, in preventing the gradual 
diminution of the present amount of organised matter upon the earth. 
For when this natter is dissolved or suspended in water, in that state 
of comminution and decay which immediately precedes its final decom- 
position into the elementary gases, and its consequent return from th« 
organic to the inorganic world, these wakeful membera of nature's invi- 
sible police ore everpvhere ready to arrest the fugitive organised par- 
ticles, and turn them back into the ascending stream of auimal life. 
Having converted the dead and decomposing particles into their own 
living tissues, they themselves become the food of larger Infusoria, as 
the Boti/ct'a, and of numerous other small animals, which in their turn 
arc devoured by larger animals, as fislies ; and thus a pabulum, fit for 
the nourishment of the highest organised beings, is brought back hy a 
short route, from the extremity of the realn^ of organic matter. 

There is no elementar}* and solf-subsistent organic mattet, as Biifibn 
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taugbt: the inorganic elements into which the particles of organic 
matter pass by their final decomposition are organically recomposed, 
and fitted for the sustenance of animals^ through the operations of the 
vegetable kingdom. No animal can subsist on inorganic matter. The 
vegetable kingdom thus stands, as it were, between animal matter and 
its ultimate destruction ; but in tliis great office plants must derive most 
important assistance from the Polygastric Infusm'ifu These invisible 
animalcules may be compared, in the gr(»at organic world, to the minute 
capillaries in the microcosm of the animal bod^> , receiving organic matter 
in its state of minutest subdivision, and when in full career to e‘?cape 
from the organic system, and turning it back by a new route towards 
the central and highest point of that system. 


SCIENTIFIC INTELLIGENCE. 

< METEOROLOGY. 

1 . Continued Daylight within the Arctic Circle — Nothing made so 
deep an impression upon our senses as the change from alternate day 
and night, to which we had bebn habituated from our infancy, to tho 
continued daylight to which we weie subjected as soon as wo crossed 
the Arctic circle. Wlicro^the ground is but little trodden, oven trifles 
are interesting; and I do nut, therefore, liesit ite to describe the feel- 
ings with which we regarded this change. The novelty, it must bo 
admitted, W'as very agreeable ; and the advantage of constant day- 
light, in an unexplored and naturally boisterous sea, was too great to 
allow us even to wish for a return of the alternations above alluded to ; 
but the reluctance w'o felt to quit tho deck when tlie sun was shining 
bright upon our sails, and to retire to our cabins to sleep, often de- 
prived us of many hours of necessary rest ; and wher^e returned to 
the dock to keep onr night-watch, if it may be so called, and still 
found the sun gilding the sky, it seemed as if the day would never 
finish. What, therefore, at first promised to bo so gratifying, soon 
threatened to become extremely irksome ; and w'ould, indeed, have 
been a serious inconvenience had we not followed the example of the 
feathery tribe, wdiich we daily observed wdnging their way to roost, 
with a clock-work regi^laiity, and retired to our cabin at the pmper 
hour, where, shutting out the rays of the sun, we obtained that re- 
pose which the exercise of our duties required. At first sighi it 
will, no doubt, appear to many persons that constant daylight must 
be a valuable acquisition in every country ; but a little reflection 
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will, 1 think, be sufficient to shew that the reverse is really the case, 
and to satisfy a thinking mind that we cannot overrate the blessing 
wo derive from the wholesome alternation of labour and rest, which 
is in a manner forced upon us by the succession of day and night. It 
is impossible, by removing to a high latitude, to witness the difficulty 
there is in the regulation of time ; the proneness that is felt by the 
indefatigable and zealous to rivet themselves to their occupations, 
and by the indolent and procrastinating to postpone their duties, 
without being truly thankful fur that allwise and merciful provision 
with which nature has endowed the more habitable portions of the 
globe. — Voyage of Discovery towards the North Pole^ in 1818, by 
Captain Dcechey. 

2. An attempt to explain the Phenomena of the Freezing Cavern 
at Orenburg. By Dr Hope.* — This cavern is one of several caves 
which eiist in the southern face of a lengthened low hillock of gyp- 
sum, It is entered from the south by a passage rather narrow, and 
is about fifteen feet high, ten paces long, and seven wid^ which 
seemed to send off irregular fissures into the body of the rock. 

The extraordinary feature of this cavern is, that dufing summer 
it is so cold that ice is generated in it, and dry icicles hang from its 
roof ; and that, in winter, all appearance of congelation ceases, and 
the temperature becomes such that the Russians say they could sleep 
in it without their sheep-skins. , 

Mr Murchison applied to Sir John Herschol for an explanation, 
and the theory which ho^proposed is, that the heat and cold of the 
surface gradually move, though very slowly, backward into the rock ; 
that it requires six months for the wave of cold, as he terms it, to 
roach the cavern, and consequently, that that frigid wave begins to 
arrive at the commencement of summer, and continues during that 
season, occasioning •such a degree of cold in the cavern as to pro- 
duce the congelations described by Mr Murchison. 

At tlio commencement of lyinter, the first effect of the summer’s 
heat arrives, and continues ivithout interruption, and. occasions 
warmth enough to prevent congelation. 

Dr Hope entirely concurred with Sir John Herschel in thinking 
that alternate waves of heat and cold must exist and have a share 
in producing the phenomena, and in corroboration quoted the ob- 
servations of Saussure, that at Geneva the winter’s c«ld requires 
six months to descend 29 feet, and that the summer's heat 


* Vide vol. xxxiv. p. 10, Edinburgh New Philosophical Jaui'niil, for eccouat 
of this cavern. 
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But he also expressed his conviction that these alternate waves were 
not aufl^cient to account tSt the phenomena, further remarking, that 
Were they the only powers employed, the paradoxical phenomena 
should occur equally in some of the other caverns of the Orenbuig 
hUiockf or ill other caverns in different quarters 6f the globe, lio 
observed, that there must be something peculiar to tho Illetykaya 
Zatchita cavern which renders it^the only cave m the world which 
possesses the singular property, so far as he knew. He then al- 
luded to the caverns in different parts of tho globe in which ac- 
cumulations of snow are founl in summer,^ and concurred with Mr 
Murchison in thinking that they ha\e no analogy with that of Oren- 
burg. They are merely receptacles of the winter snow' and ice, and 
preserve it during summer, after tho manner of an ice-hoii»*e. 

The bircumstanco peculiar to the Oienburg cave is tho occni- 
rence of the rents and Assures which rise fiom tho back part of 
tho cavern. 


The author stated, that if it w'ere granted that these fissures reach 
the surface, even by tho smallest ramifications, and that they ascend 
within the reach of the alternate waves of heat and cold, the whole 
phenomena may be easily and satisfactorily explained. He ascribr d 
th0 summer's coldness and congelation to a constant current of cold 
air through the fissurps of the rook into the cavern ; and he sup- 
posed that the current is occasioned in the following manner : When 
at the close of spring the temperature of the external air and of 
that in the rents is tho same, no particular occurrence takes place , 
but as soon as the wave of cold begins to make impression ou 
the rocky pariet9s of the fissures, then the all* in them will bo 
somewhat cooled, contracted, and rendered specifically heavier. 
This boing so, the weight of tho column of air In these rents will l>o 
greater than that of a column of equal altitude of the external at- 
mo^heric air, and tho consequence will necessarily be, that the colder 
air will descend, the warmer atmospheric air from above will supply 
place, which, in its turn, will be cooled and descend, and thus a 
current of cold air through the orevices into and through tho caveiu 
Will be established. As the temperature of the rocky parietes 
gradually falls with each successive wave of cold, the ak* in the 
fivsmres will become colder ahd colder, and in ilie same pro^tortion 
wijl descend mord rapidly. 
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But the rapidity of descent does not onl; depeikd oprn ibe increafh 
iitg coldness of the air in the fissures, but is further augmented by 
the warmth of the summer expanding the external air, so that the 
difference of weight between the external and internal columns be^ 
comes greater. Tn the manner now explained^ a current of epld 
air Is constantly descending and fiowing through the cavern, produce 
mg all the surpii'^ing frigorific effects displayed within it* 

That such a current does exist, Mr Murchison gives a satisfactory 
proof. Ho says, That, upon unlocking the frail door of the cavern, a 
volume of air, so sui passingly keen, struck the legs and the feet, that be 
w as glad to rush into a cold bath in front of him to equalize the effect.*^ 
This downward current will 'continue the same till the close of au-» 
tunin, when its com so comes to be changed , by that time the first ftp- 
pioachcs of May’s surface warmth will begin to be experienced, theeold 
of the sides of the rents begins to diminish, and the temperature of the 
exteniid air must have fallen to nearly that of the internal current. 
As soon as an equality beti\ecn the temperatures and densities of the 
external and internal columns shall have been established, all current 
must cease. At this peiiod, namely, the commencQmo<^t of winter, 
the wave of the suminci s heat begins to reach both the walls of the 
an channels and of the cavern, and gradualfy* communicates Vi warmth 
which progressively elevates the temperature, and diiftipates every 
maik of the pieceding summer’s congelation. It might at first 
be leasonably expected, that at this time the preceding order of things 
would be reversed, apd that a current in the opposite direction would 
commence, such as, it is known, happens m many mines ; for, un- 
doubtedly, the ternpeiature of the atmospliere descending rapidly, 
the gravity of the external air would soon exceed that of the 
internal column, A current would immediately commence from 
below, and, entering from the cavern door and ascending through 
the rents, escape at the surface. The consequence of such a current 
would be, that the cold would soon 1*eappear in the clive> and 
giadually inciease during the severity of tlie waiter, and completely 
overpower the heating influence of the thermal wave, now beginning 
to operate on the walls of the cavern, and so prevent the warmth of 
the cave during winter. 

An occurrence, how ever, now takes place which |iuts a stop to the iip- 
ward draught, and permits the thermal wave toliavejjtsfull influence 
on the temperature of the cavern. The winter commences with re* 
peated falls of snow, which form a tdiick covering on the suryaco of 
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the earthy and closes up all the dominunications between the extre- 
mities of the crevices and the external air, and no current can take 
place. In this manner the influx of the intensely cold air into the 
cavern, and its ascent through the fissures, is prevented, and then full 
play is given to the calorific power of the wave of heat which con- 
tinues to arrive in the cavern through its .rocky sides during the 
whole continuance of winter, and communicates the warmth recorded 
by Mr Murchison. In the beginning of summer the snows melt, and 
the terminations and ramifications of the fissures have their commu- 
nication with the atmosphere restored. The currents, as already de- 
scribed, are re-established, and all the paradoxical phenomena to 
which they give birth present themselves in due succession, 

3. Division of Seasons ^ of Demerara and Essequibo, Bntish 
Quianas—The Seasons, which only consist of two, are divided into 
The greater and lesser ivet , — and 
The greater and lesser dry. 

The gT€^ter or longer dry season commences in July, and con- 
tinues until November; the range of temperature, as shewn at this 
period by the thermometer, is from 80^ to 90°, sometimes (but 
very seldom) in the shades . 

From the severe and tong-continued drought existing at this sea- 
son, and consequent want of moisture in the atmosphere, the earth 
becomes sterile and unproductive, and tlio progress of vegetation be- 
comes as much suspended as it does during the winter in the more 
northerly latitudes. t. 

It is a singular circumstance, but not less singular than true, al- 
though not noticed by any author, that during the continuance of the 
long dry season, night-dews are of rare occurrence. 

The short dry season extends from February to April, or Easter. 

The greater wet season then begins and continues, generally speak- 
ing, during April, May, June, and not unfrequently part of July. 

The lesser wet season commences in December, and continues un- 
til February. 

According to Count Robert H. Schomburgk’s estimate, “ the 
mean temperature for the year is 81® 2' ; the maximum 90° ; the 
minimum 74.°” 

Georgetown is situated in lat. 6° 49' 20" N. ; and long. 58° 11' 30" 
N. 

P, S , — ^The coldest and most unhealthy wind is that which blows 
from the north-west. I invariably suffered from headache, and other 
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^unpleasant symptoms of indisposition, whenever the wind shifted pr 
blew from that quarter, 

Wn.MAM Frasbb,, M.D. 

Late of Demerara. 

4. Magdakna Bay in Spitzbergen:* Magdalena Bay was the 
first port in which we had anchored in the Polar regions, . and there 
were, of course, many objects to engage our attention. We were 
particularly struck with the brilliancy of the- atmosphere, the peace- 
ful novelty of the scene, and the grandeur of the various objects 
with which nature has stored these unfrequented region's. 

Tlio anchorage is bounded by rugged mountains, which rise pre- 
cipitously to tho height of about 3000 feet. Deep valleys and glens 
occur between the ranges, the greater pan t of which are either filled 
with immense bods of snow, or with glaciers, sloping from tho sum- 
mits of tho inouiitaiiious margin to the very edge of the sea. Owing 
to the westcji’ly direction of those ranges, and the precipitancy with 
which they rise, the sun never shines upon the soiithern*shore of the 
bay, with the exception of a few hours about midnight during the 
height of summer, and then only at a very low altiiudo ; whereas its 
rays are exerted with the fullest elfect upon the noi^thern shore, which 
occasionally radiates a heat of 67 or 60 degrees. There is, con- 
sequently, the most marked difference between the sides of tho bay,^ 
both in point of climato an^ general appearance ; for while, on the 
one, perpetual frost is converting into ice the streams of water occa- 
sioned by the thawing of snow upon the upper parts of tho moun- 
tains which are exposed to the sun’s rays, the other side is relieving 
itself of its superficial winter crust, and refreshing a vigorous vege- 
tation w'ith its moisture. 

This process of conteniporancous thawing and freezing seems, as 
I shall immediately take occasion to explain, to have been very in- 
strumental in the formation of those stupendous glaciers, which strike 
with astonishment and admiration every person who has an oppor- 
tunity of beholding thorn. 

In Magdalena Bay there are four of these glaciers, two of 
which are situated on’ the southern shore, at the margin of the 
sea. The third, which I have mentioned as bearing the appro- 
priate name of “ the Hanging Iceberg,” appears to have accu- 


^ From CapUin Beechey’s delightful volume, entitled A Voyage of IMh 
covery towards the North Pole/^ &c. London, 1843. • 
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mulated witliout any lateral suppoj't, as though a stream ol' water luad 
issued from a particular spot, and bocouio congealed as it descended ; 
thus forming a nucleus, which gradually increased; and rose as the 
stream poured its waters over its accumulating surface, until, in the 
course of ages, the mass has attained its present bulky dimensions. 

The fourth and largest occupies the head of the hay, and extends 
from two tb three miles inland. Numerous largo rents in its upper 
surface, occasioned, perhaps, either by its own motion, or by the sub- 
sidence of its foundation, have caused it to be gratuitously named the 
“ Waggon Way,'* in accordance with the supposed resemblance which 
these fissures bear to the ruts left by the waggon. 

From the circumstance of the sea being of great depth imme- 
diately off these glacici*s, they are prevented making an undue en- 
croachment upon the bay, and, indeed, from filling it up, which, if 
tho water ere shallow, would, in the course of time, inevitably be 
tlie case, either by the grounding of the pieces which break away 
from the frontage, or by the berg finding a foundation to advance 
upon. At present, the warmth of tho sea j^rovents the accumula- 
tion of the ice , below a certain depth, and, during the siiiiiiner, so 
far undermines the accumulation of tho winter, that largo masses fall 
off by their own suporin^tinibent weight, and are carried out to sea ; 
so that tho berg is thus kept within due bounds. The frontage of tho 
waggon wag presents a perpendicular surface of 300 feet high, by 
7000 feet ill length. Nevertheless, upon so gigantic a scale is all 
nature around, that, alihough of these stupendous dimensions, neither 
this glacier, nor any of tho numerous and beautiful variety, creates 
much astonishment in tho mind of the beholder, until lie approaches 
within the infiucnce of the blink or luminous haze, which is invaria- 
bly radiated by large masses of ice. At this distance, tho wall of 
ice has an awfully grand appearance, heightened perhaps by a sense 
of the personal danger to which bo near an approach must expose 
the spectator ; for largo pieces have occasionally broken away from 
this berg, which have done considerable mischief. The soft blue 
tint of the surfaco of the ice is liere also clearly discerned, whilst the 
long, sparkling icicles, pendant from the roofs of the caverns, and a 
variety of curious shapes, which may also bo traced on tho face of 
the glacier, serve greatly to increase the interest and admiration. 

On a perfectly calm day, when the blink of the ice is strong, a curi- 
ous decoptiou is produced by the combined effect of the ice below the 
sui'facc of tho water, and tho perfect reflection of that uhove. The 
sea presents a white, ^creamy appearance ; the seals sporting on its 
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surface, seem to be swiniming in a thick milky substance ; and tlio 
ripple, as it sweeps along, oocasions long white lines, so that it is 
only by looking perpendicularly upon the water around the boat that 
its transparency is perceived, and the deception is detected. 

Tn another part of niy Journal, it is shewn that the danger of ap- 
proaching tliese fragile masses of ice is far from imaginary, and that 
is also a necessity for a strict observance of silence in their 
immediate vicinity. The fact is, that, as the berg is constantly 
breaking away during summer, there are generally some pieces all 
but on the point of falling, and capable of being detached by the 
smallest concussion of the air ; the explosion of a gun scarcely ever 
failing to bring down one of tlic inasvses. 

In cloudy or misty weather, wlicu tho hdls arc clothed with newly 
fallen snow, nothing can bo more dreary than the appearance of the 
shores of Spitz bergoii ; whereas, on the contrary, it is scarcely pos- 
sible to conceive a more brilliant and lively effect than that which 
occurs on a fine day, when the sun shines forth and bleiids its rays 
with that peculiarly soft, bright atmosphere which overhangs a coun- 
try deeply-bedded in snow ; and with a pure sky, whose azure hue 
is so intense as to find no parallel in nature. On such an occasion, 
the winds, near the land at least, are very light, or entirely hushed, 
and the shores teem with living objects. All nature seems to ac- 
knowledge the glorious sunsliine, and the animated part of the crea - 
tion to set no bounds to its delight. Such a day was the 4th of June, 
and we felt most sensibly the change from the gloomy atmosphere 
of the open sea, to tlio cheerful glow that overhung the hills and 
placid surface of Magdalena Bay. 

Although suiToundcd by beds of snow and glaciers, with tfio tliei'- 
inometer scarcely above the freezing point, there was no sensation of 
cold. Tho various amphibious animals, and myriads of biids which 
had resorted to the place, soonicd to enjoy, in the highest degree, 
the transition thus occasioned by a fow bright hours of sunshine. 
From an early hour in tho morning, until tho period of rest re- 
turned, tho shores around us reverberated with tho merry cry of tho 
little auk, willocks, divers, cormorants, gulls, and other aquatic 
birds ; p.nd wherever we went, groups of walruses, basking in tho 
sun, mingled their playful roar with the husky bark of the seal. 

There was certainly no harmony in this strange ^in ; but it was 
at the least gratifying to know that it arose from a demonstration 
of happy feelings. It was a pleasure of tho same charactci;as that 
which must have been experienced liy every ti;aveller, who, on some 
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flue bright evening, in a tropical climate, has listened to the merry 
buz2i of thousands of winged insects which immediately succeeds the 
setting of the sun. And here we cannot fail to notice the manner in 
which the great Author of Nature has varied His dispensations, in 
the burning region of the torrid zone, the descent of the sun calls 
into action myriads of little beings which could not exist under the 
fierce glare of his meridian ray ; whereas here, on the contrary, it is 
the signal for universal repose. 

This period of the day had no sooner arrived in Magdalena Bay, 
than there was a stillness which bordered on tho sublime, — a still- 
ness which was interrupted only by the bursting of an iceberg, or 
the report of some fragment of rock loosened from its hold. These 
sounds, indeed, which came looming over tho placid siirfaco of the 
bay, could hardly be considered interruptions to the general silem-o ; 
for, speedily dying away in the dislance, they left behind a stillness 
‘even more profound than before. 

In the ^day-time tho presence of our expedition Avas not disregard- 
ed. The birds shunned us in their fliglit, and every noise which was 
occasionally injide, sounding strange to tlio place, sent to a greater 
distance the sea-gulls that were fishing among the rocks, and kept 
on the alert tlie whole kerds of animals, muny of wdiich would other- 
wise have been lost in sleep ; causing tlnmi to raise their heads wdien 
anything felljapon our deck, and to cast a searching look all over the 
bay, as if to inquire whence so unusual adisturbance proceeded. These 
little alarms, which w-ould have passed unheeded in situations fre- 
quented by man, proved, more than any other incident, how^ great a 
stranger he was in these regions ; a feeling which, I must confess, 
carried with it an agreeable sensation, arising, no doubt, from the 
conviction that we were treading a ground \vhicli had been but rarely 
visited before. 

When we first rowed into this bay, it was in quiet possession of 
herds of walruses, who were so unaccustomed to the sight of a boat, 
that they assembled about her, apparently highly incensed at the in- 
trusion, and swam towards her as though they would have torn tho 
planks asunder with their tusks. Tlio wounds that were inflicted 
only served to increase their rage ; and I frankly admit, tjjiat, when 
I considered how' many miles wo Avero from our vessel, and what 
might be the result of this onset, I Avished we had the support of a 
second boat. Ve continued, however^ to keep them off with our 
fire-arms, and fortunately cams off without any accident. When we 
afterwards came to pnehor, we went better provided, and succeeded 
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in killing several of these animals upon the ice at the head of the 
bay. 

We found some of these monsters fourteen feet in length and nine 
feet girth, and of such prodigious weight that we could scarcely 
turn them over. In the inside of several there were round granite 
pebbles, larger than walnuts, and in one we counted two-and-twenty. 
Their hides were so tough, that a bayonet was the only weapon which 
Avould pierce tliem ; and wo were not a little surprised at the accounts 
.of the early voyagers already mentioned, in which it is stated, that 
a thousand of these animals were killed in the short space of seven 
hours, by the crew of one vessel. Nor were we less curious to find 
out the manner in which they had contrived to pen up on the shore 
five hundred walruses alive, and keep thorn prisoners for sevex’al 
days, as appears to have been the case in one of the voyages alluded 
to. I can only say, that, had such a task been imposed upon us, we 
should have found it utterly impossible to accomplish it. 


NEW PUBLICATIONS EECEIVED. 

The following Publications have appeared, or are about to 
appear : — 

1. Professor Forbes^ Work on the Alps , — We announce Avith 
much pleasure tlie^ early publication of Professor Forbes’ Travels 
through the Alps of Savoy, and other parts of the Pennine Chain, 
Avith Observations on the Phenomena of Glaciers ; a Avork which, we 
feel convinced, will be alike interesting to tlie man of science, the ge- 
neral reader, and the traveller in the Alps. Besides the valuable 
chapters giving the results of the author’s laborious and ably con- 
ducted investigations on glaciers, the volume contains much that is new 
and curious regarding the Physical Geography, Geology, and Me- 
teorology of the Alps, and includes narratives of expeditions to many 
of the least frequented and most picturesque scenes, and to some of 
the most difficult Passes in the Pennine Chain, such as the Glaciers 
of Miage and La Brenva, the Passage of the Col du Geant, the Val 
Pelline, the Col do Fenetres, the Col do C6llon, the Glacier of Fer- 
pecle, the environs of Zermatt, the Col of Mont Ceryiii, Macugnaga, 
Monte Moro, &c. The volume is illustrated by beautiful lithographed 
views, wood-engravings, &dl, and, above all, by a large and finely exe- 
cuted Map of the Mer de Glace of Chan\ouni, constructed from the 
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materials obtained by Professor Forbes during his minute survey of 
that important glacier* 

2. Sur les vertebres de Squales vivans et fossiles par J. Mul- 
ler and L. Agassiz, Neuchatel, 1843^ 4to. 

3. The Naturalist's Library, conducted by Sir William Jardine, 
Bart.> F.R.S.E., F.L.S., F.W.S., die. Two volumes only remain to 
be published of this beautifully illustrated and cheap work. *We un- 
derstand it has been eminently successful, and we therefore expect tlie 
authors and publishers will select some new subjects, and gratify the 
public by a New Series. 

4. Nomenclator Zoologicus, continens Nomoiia Systematica Gc- 
ncrum Animalium tarn Yiventiuin quani Fossilium, secundum Or- 
dinem alphabcticum disposita. Auctore L. Agassiz, Fasciculus IIT, 
& IV, Continens Crustacea et Vermes I. E. Entozoa, Turbellaria 
et Anmdata, Hemiptera et Infusoria; Polygastrica et llotatorla. 
Quarto, 1843. 

6. The Zoology of the Voyage of H M. S. Sulphur, under the 
command of Captain Sir Edw'ard Belcher, Ft. N., &c. during the 
years 1836—42, Published under the authority of the Lords Com- 
missioners of the Admiralty. Edited and superintended by Richard 
Brinsley Hinds, Esq. surgeon, R. N., attached to tho Expedition. 
Mammalia. By John Edward Gray, Esq., F.R.S., &c. Quarto. Of 
this very beautiful and interesting work, No. I. of The I^Iammalia is 
now before us. London : Smith, Elder, "and Co., 65 Cornhill. 1843. 

6. Description of an Extinct Lacertine Reptile, Rynchosaurus ar- 
ticeps (Owen), of which the bones and foot-prints characterize the 
upper new red sandstone at Grinsell, near Shrewsbury. By Pro- 
fessor Owen, Quarto. 1842. Parker, Cambridge. 

7. Recherches sur la Croissanco du Pin Sylvestre dans Le Nord de 
1’ Europe. Par A. Bravais et Ch. Martins, Membres de la Commis- 
sion du Nord. 2to. Bruxelles. 

8. Scripture Geology. Part 2d. By Rev. William White. Edin- 
burgh, Bell and Bradfule. 1831, 

9. Description of Whitelaw and Stirrat’s patent AVater-Mill, with 
an account of tho performances of a number of these machines. Lon- 
don, Mechanics' Magazine Office. 8vo, pp. 64, wdth plates. 

10. Fourth Annual Report of the Registrar-Gcneral, of Births, 
Deaths, and Marriages in England. London, printed by W. Clowes 
and Sens, for He? M^esty's Stationary Office. 1842. 8vo, pp. 361 . 

11. Report to Her Majesty's Principal«S^^'^tary of State for the 
Home Department, from the Poor Law Commissioners, on an In- 
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quiry into the Sanitary Oonditioii of the Labouring Population of 
Great Britain ; with Appendices. Presented to both Houses of Pai*- 
liament by Command of Her Majesty, July 1842. 8ro, pp. 467- 
Printed by Clowes and Sons, for Her Majesty’s Stationary Office. 

12. Address delivered at the Anniversary Meeting of the Geologi- 
cal Society, London, on the 17th February 1848. By llodorick 
linpey Murchison, F.ll.S., President of the Society Boyal 8vo, 
pp. 119. London, Richard and John Taylor. 1843. 

13. An Inaugural Lecture on Botany, considered as a Science 
and as a branch of Medical Education. Read in King’s Qollege, 
London, May 8. 1843, by Edward Forbes, F.L.S., F.B.S., Vioe- 
Prosident of the Wernerian Natural Hihtory Society, die. ; Professor 
of Botany in King’s College, London. T.ondon, J. Van V'oorst, 1 
Paternoster Row. 

14. An Address delivered to the Berwickshire Naturalists’ Club, 

at its Anniversary Meeting held at Lowick, September 28. 1842, by 
George Darling, Esq., President. ^ 

15. Ancient Irish Pavement Tiles, exhibiting Thirty-Two Pat- 
terns, illustrated by Forty Engravings, after the originals existing 
in St Patrick’s Cathedral, and Hov/th, Mellifont, and Newton Ab- 
beys. By Thomas Oldliam, A.B., F.G.I^S. L. and D. Quarto. 
Dublin, Jolin Robertson, Grafton Street ; Longman & Co. London ; 
J. H. Parker, Oxford; and J. Johnstone, Edinburgh. 

16. Tho Rovenue in Jeopardy from Spurious Chemistry, demon- 
strated in Researches upon Wood-Spirit and Vinous-Spirit. By 
Andrew lire, M.D.* F.R.S., &c., Analytical Chemist to the Board 
of Customs. London, Ridgway. 1843. 

17. Manual of British Botany, containing the Flowering Plants and 

Ferns arranged acrcordiug to the Natural Orders.’ By Charles C. 
Babington, M.A., F.L.S., F.G.S., &c. 12mo, pp. 400. London, 

John Van Voorst. 1843, 

18. Thoughts on the Mental Funciions; being an Attempt to 
treat Metaphysics as a branch of tho Physiology of the Nervous Sys- 
tem. 12mo, pp. 254. Oliver and Boyd, Edinburgh, and Simpkin, 
Marshall, and Co., London. 1843. 

19. Popular Cyclopaedia of Natural Science. By William B. Car- 
penter, M.D. London, W. S. Orr and Co. 1843. TA/,v judi^ 
ciously conducted ivork will^ we trusty ere long fifid its way into our 
libraries and public seminaries. 

20. Examination of the Cowdie,Pine Resin. By Robert J)unda», 
Thomson, M.D. 1843. 
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List of Patents for Inventions granted for Scotland from 23rf 
March to 2Zd June 1843 inclusive, 

1. To GftEGORY Seale Walters, of Coleman Street, in the City of Lon- 
don, merchant, being a communication from abroad, improvements in 
the manufactirrc of chlorine and chlorides, and in obtaining the oxides 
and peroxides of niangaucsc in the residuary liquids of such manufac- 
ture. — 23d March 1843, 

2. To James Uukensiiields, of Monteith How, Glasgow, gentleman, 
" improvements in the manufacture of compositions for covering roads, 
streets, and other ways and surfaces, and in rendering fabrics waterproof, 
to be used for covering buildings, bales, packages, and for other useful 
purposes.” — 23d Marcli 1843. 

3. To Andrew Barclay, engineer and brussfounder, Kilmarnock, in 
the county of xVyr, Scotland, “ certain improvements in lustres, chande- 
liers, pendants, and apparatus connected therewith, to be used with gas, 
oil, and other substances, which invention is also applicable to other 
purposes.” — ^24th March 1843. 

4. To James Fletcher, foreman at the works of Messrs W. Collier 
and Co., efigineers, of Salford, in tlic county of Lancaster, ‘^certain im- 
provements in machinoT 3 ', or apparatus for spinning cotton and other 
fibrous substfinces.” — 27th March 1843. 

5. To William Henry Jaimes of Martin's Lane, in the city of London, 
civil-engineer, certain ii^provements in railways, and carriage-ways, 
rail ways, and other carria|!;cs, and in the modes of propelling the said 
carriages, parts of which improvements are applicable to the reduction 
of friction in other machines.” — ^27tli March 1843. 

6. To Claud Edward Deustoiie, of Frreour's Hotel, St Martin's Lane, 
in the county of Middlesex, gentleman, being a communication from 
abroad, “ improvements in combining materials to be used for cementing 
purposes, and for the preventing the passage of flifids, and also for foi'iii- 
ing and constructing articles from such compositions of materials.” — 3(ttli 
March 1843. 

7. To John Juckes, of Putney, in the county of Surrey, gentleman, 

improvements in furnaces." — 30th March 1843. 

8. To Thomas Edge, of Great Peter Street, in the city of Westminster, 
gas -apparatus manufacturer, ‘^certain improvements in appfiratus for 
measuring gas, water, and other fluids.” — 30th March 1843. 

9. To Robert William Sievier, of Henrietta Street, Cavendish Square, 
in the county of Middlesex, gentlemen, “ certain improvements in looms 
for weaving, and In the mode or method of producing plain or figured 
goods or fabrics.” — 3d April 1 843. 

10. To James Btrom, of Liverpool, in the county of Lancaster, engi- 
neer, *‘an improved system of connexion for working the cranks of what 
are commonly called direct-action steam-engines." — 3d April 1843. 

11. To Peter Kaoenbusch, of Wettcr-on-Hhur, in Westphalia, in the 
kingdom of Prussia, dyer, now residing in the parish of Lytb, in the 
county of York*in England, certain improvements in the treatment 
of the alum rock or schist, mid in the manufacture «*vnd application of the 
produc^.s derived therefrom.” — bill April 1843. 

12. To Hopert FiwRADAY of Wardour Streetj Soho, in the coupty of 
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]VIiddlt)scx> gas-fitter, being a communication from abroad, improve- 
ments in ventilating gas-burners, and burners for consuming oil, tallow, 
or other matters/' — 6th April 1843, 

13. To William Barnard Boddy, of the parish of St Mary, Newing- 
ton, in the county of Surrey, surgeon, iinprovements in apparatus, and 
means, for opening, shutting, and fastening every description of sliding 
and lifting wiiidow-sashes, windows, and window shutters/'— 11th Aprfl 
1843. 

14. To CiuRLKS Fredeuick Guitard, of Birchen Lane* in the city of 
London, notary-public, being a communication from abroad, certain 
iinprovements in the construction of railways, and of railway carriages/ 
— 19tli April 1843. 

15. To William Edward Newton, of the Ofiice for Patents, 66 Clian-, 
eery Lane, in the county of Middlesex, -civil-ongineer, being a communi- 
c;ation from abroad, ** certain improvements in the construction of boxes 
for the axles or axle-trees of locomotive engines and carriages, and for 
the bearings or journals of machinery in general, and also iinprovements 
ill oiling or lubricating the same." — ^26th April 1843. 

16. To Nicolas Henri Jean Francois, Comte de Crony, of Connaught 
Terrace, in the county of Middlesex, certain improvements in rotary 
pumps and robirj^ steam-engines." — ^28th April 1843. 

17. To Hinrik Zander, of North »Street, in the count}’^ of^Middlcsex, 
gentleman, certain improvements in steam-engines, boilers and fur- 
naces, and in the method of feeding the same, as also in the machinery 
for applying steam power to propelling purposes.*' — ^2d» May 1843. 

18. To Pierre Pelletan, of Bedford Square, in the county of Middle- 

sex, Esquire, “improvements in the prodiy^tiou of light." — 4th May 
1843. • 

10. To William Mayo, of Lower Clapton, and John Warmington, 
of Wandsw;orth Road, gentleman, being a communication from abroad, 

improvements in the means df, and apparatus for, manufacturing gase- 
ousiJiquors, and for filling bottles and other vessels used for holding the 
same, and retaining tiio contents therein, and emptying the same when 
required.'* — 4th May 1843. 

20. To IsiiAM Baggs, of Wharton Street, in the county of Middlesex, 
chemist, “ improvements in the production of light,** — 9th May 1843. 

21. To Andre Ecstache Gratien Auguste Maurras, of Cornbill, hr 
the city of London, gentleman, certain improvements in the process and 
apparatus for filtering water and other liquids, a part of which im* 
provcinents are Ids invention, and the remainder communicated to hin)^ 
by a foreigner residing abroad.*' — 17tli May 1843. 

22. To Charles Maurice Elizbi Sautter, of Austin Friars, in the 

city of London, gentleman, being a communication from abroad, ” im- 
provements in the manufacture of borax.** — 23d May 1843. ^ 

23. To John Laino, of Dundee, in the county of Forfar, liuefi' 
facturer, ‘improvements in apparatus for rubbing linen -cloth, when 
making in power-looms." — 23d May 1643. 

24. To John Nisdett, of Elm Street, Long Lane, Bermondsey, in the 
county of Surrey, engineer, “ iinprovements in preparing hides and skins 
in the manufacture of certain descriptions of leather, **-^23d May 1843. 

25. To Joseph Burch, of City Road, in the county of Middletj^H^ civil 
engineer and machinist, “certain improvements in machinery for prmthig 
on cotton, silk, woollen, paper, oil-cloth, and other fabrics, and materiids, 
and certain apparatus to be used in preparing the moulds, and feting 
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surfaces for priu^pg, and for certain modes of preparing; surfaces pro* 
viously to the design being delineated upon them/’ — ^23d jMuy 1843, 

26. To Akojeu Maroii Perkins, of Great Coram Street^ in the county 
of Middlesex, engineer, improvements in the manufacture and melting 
of iron, which improvements are appHcablo for evaporating of diiids and 
disinfecting oils.” — ^25th May 1843. 

27« To William Brown, of the city of Glasgow, “improvements in 
^ the manufiil^cture of porcelain, china, pottery, and earthenware, and which 
' imp^vement% are also in part applicable to the manufacture of paper, 
p the preparation of certain pigments or painter colours.” — 26th 

' May' 1843.' 

, -28. To Peecxval Moses Parsons, of Stamford Street, in the county of 
f.^rrey, engineer, “certain improvements in steam-engines and 

'^bqilers, and in motive machinery connected thercwilli.” — Slat May 1843. 

29. To Ai.tred Brewer, of Surrey Place, Old Kent Road, in the 
county of Surrc 3 % wire-worker and felt manufacturer, “ improvements 
in machinery for manufacturing paper, being a communication from 
abroad.” — 1st June 1843. 

30. To Charles Clark, of No. 1. Groat Winchester Street, in the city 
of London, merchant, an improved p^ ro-hydro pneumatic apparatus, 
or means of generating, puritying, and condensing steam and other va- 
pours, and of extracting from vegetable substances the soluble portions 
thereof ; as also the application of parts of the said apparatus to other 
heating, evaporating, and distilling purposes.” — 3d June 1843. 

31. To John Xapi‘an, of Fitzroy Square, iu the county of Middlesex, 
gentleman, being a communication from abroad, “ certain improvements 
in machinery for preparing and spinning hemp and such other fibrous 
materials as the same is a^Tplicable to.” — oth June 1843. 

32. To Joseph Beaman, of Smethwick, in the county of Stafford, iron- 
master, “ improvements in the manufacture of malleablo iron.” — 7th June 
1843. 

32. To James Boydell junior, of Old Farm Iron Works, near Dudley, 
ironmaster, “ improvements in manufacturing biirs of iron with other 
metals.” — ^7th June 1643. 

34. To Robert Alexander Kennedy, of Manchester, in the county of 
Lancaster, cotton-spinner, “ certain improvements in machinery for 
grinding or sharpening ctirds used in carding cotton or other fibrous ma- 
terials. — 7th June 1843. 

36. To Martyn John Roberts, Esq. of Bryn-y-caeran, in the county 
of Carmarthen, Esqj. “ certain improvements in machinery for preparing, 
spinning, and winding wool, cotton, flax, silk, or any other fibrous bo- 
dies.” — 8th June 1843. 

36. To Charles Hancock, of Qrosvenor Place, in the county of Mid- 
dlesex, artist, certain improvements in printing cotton, silk, w'oollen, 
and i>ther fabrics.” — 13th June 1842. 

37. To George Robins Booth, of Hanley, in the county of Stafford, 

manufacturer and chemist, a certain improved mode of applying heat 
from various combustibles to manufacturing and other useful purposes.” 
—15th June 1843. ^ ^ 
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OnFiss^parousGpneration.* By Martin Barry, M.D. F.R.SS. 

L and E., M.W.S , Sic. With a Plate. (Communicated 

by the Author.) 

* 

The first eight paragraphs of the following memoir, and the 
notes appended to them, were submitted to Dr Bostock and 
Professor Owen in April 1842, at which time I intended to 
present them to the Royal Society, as part of an addition to 
a paper that has since b^en printed in its Transactions. I 
afterwards witlidrew them, as more properly belonging to the 
subject of the prefient communication. The eight paragraphs 
in question are these 

1 Among the facts adduced to shew the resemblance be* 
tween the blood-corpuscle and the germinal vesicle, I men- 
tioned that, in ccitain states, an orifice is to be discerned in 
the centre of the parietal nucleus of both. The resemblance 
here is very remarkable indeed. With regard to the germi- 
nal vesicle, strong presumptive evidence was brought forward 
to shew, that a substance of some sort is introduced 4>y the 
orifice in question ; and from this circumstance, I denomi* 
nated the centre of the nucleus the point of fecundation. Can 
it be, that the corpuscles of the blood undergo a sort of fe- 
cundation through the corresponding orifice Th^ blood- 


* From a paper road befoie the Royal Society of London, iCtb Fob. 1849. 
VOL. XXXT. HO. LXX. OCTOBEIl 1843. J» 
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carpuscle, like the germinal vesicle, is also propagated b} 
self-division of its nucleus. 

2. The same mode of propagation — ^namely, by means of 
parent cells, self-division of the nucleus for this purpose, and 
an orifice in the centre of the nucleus — so far as my observa 
tions have extended, are common to cells in general. So 
that the Harveyan dictum — Omne vivum ex ovo, may be 
applicable to the very cells of which an organism is com- 
posed. 

3. Professor Ehrenberg is of opinion, that reproduction by 
self-division necessarily produces in the offspring similarity to 
the progenitors. This remark has reference to some of the 

^ Infusoria. Now, if what Ehrenberg said of self-division, as 
occurring in the entire organism, be just, 1 think it may, to 
a certain extent, apply to the individual cells and nuclei ot 
which the organism is composed ; for, as 1 have already 
stated, cells are propagated by self division of their nuclei 

4. The ovutfi is fecundated by the introduction of a sub 
stance into the centre of the nucleub^of the germinal \esicle, 
or original parent cell,«vhieh then gives origin to two young 
cells. As it may be presumed that each of these young cells 
is endowed with qualities resulting; from the fecundation of 
the parent cell, what I wish to be understood as suggesting 
is, that such endowment of the young celk may be referred 
to self-division.* This division, however, as we saw, does not 
consist in simple separation, but is effected by a process ela- 
borate in the extreme. The parent nucleus gives origin to 
many cells, and these to a great number of minuter cells, all 
of which disappear by entering into the formation of the two 
young persistent cells. The proeps seems to be one of asei- 
milation^ on which depends the re-appearance of the qualities 
of both parents in the offspring. 

6. Now, it is deserving of notice, in the first place, that this 
same elaborate process of assimilation is seen to attend the 
reproduction of cells in general, so far as their interior can be 
^ It— 

* It IB cunoos, that tlie original position of the j onng nuclei is soinotimoj 
Bwa In bo such as to induce the heliof that the onjire itself of the paicnt nucleus 
baa undergone division Vsoe Phil. Trans., 1842, PI. X , fig 184 ) 
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discerned ; and, secondly, that cells in general present a cor- 
responding orifice in the centre of the nucleus, as if provided 
for the introduction of the substance to be so assimilated * * * § 

6. I conceive that what is seen taking place in the manne? 
here referred to ^ — ^first in the germinal vesicle, and th'en in the 
individual cells, the descendants of this vesicle, -®-is not un- 
connected with what we observe in the reproduction of the 
entire organism — ^namely, a mysterious re-appearance of the 
qualities of both parents in the offspring, manifesting itself, 
as this re-appearance does, in the assemblage and metamor 
phoses of the colls.t 

7 1 have thus referred somewhat minutely to facts which 
I had previously mciitioued, for the purpose of shewing that 
they may assist to explain a process described in the foregoing 
paper. I There, as well as in one of my former memoirs, cer 
tain nuclei arc delineated as contained within and aiflong the 
fibres of tissues § Corresponding nuclei have been seen, 
figured, and described by others ; and it has been conjectured 
that they are the soimee of new substance , but the office 
which, more particularly, these nuclei pell’form, appears not to 
have been explained. I conceive them to be centres of assi-> 
milation , having been led to this opinion by observing, in the 
fiist place, that they present the remarkable orifice in ques- 
tion ; and, secondly, •that they are reproduced by self-divisito 
They descend in this manner from the nuclei of the original 


* That i)ut of lliG nucleus to which the oiiiico leads^ is the part whore then 
IS n continual oiigin of finely f^nular substance (See my Researches in 
Lmbt^ology, Thud Senes ’ Fhil lians , 1840, p 519, par 385, and the dc 
sciiption of 4 J and 45, in ray papci ‘ On the Coipusclcs of the Blood, Pait 
II,'* Phil Jians 1841 ) The fact, that nuclei mo found foi awhile at 
the suifoce of thoir cells, suggests the idea that the^ may remain there for a 
purpose analogous to that foi which the germinal spot continues, up to a cer 
tain peiiod, at the suiface of its vesicle in the ovum. 

t Cells, according to my obseivations, being piopagated by diusion of then 
nuclei, it appeals to me, that in iealit>, thcic is but one mode of reproduction 
namely, the fissipaious foi what is called the highest oiganism, e^en after fe 
cundation, is originally a simple cell ^ ^ 

i See the mtioductorj paiogiaph. 

§ Phil. Trans. 1842 PI vi. figs 22,23, Pb vii figs 35,30,42-41,57. PI vhl 
figs. b8 , PI X figs 1 «), 1 J2, 1 J3-137 , PI M figs, PhU. TnuM.*1841, 
PI. Mill figs 135-1)7, PI. XXV figs. 137-1';'* • 
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cells of development ;* * * § L e, from the nuclei of the corpuscles 
of the blood. That they are the source of new substance, is 
very obvious ; for they may be seen either unwinding into a 
filament, or' becoming spindle-shaped to form one.t But what 
I wish td add is, tha;t the origin of new filaments in these nu- 
clei appears^ to me to have especial reference to that assimila- 
tion of which they seem to be the centres. 

8. Although every nucleus seems to possess a reproductive 
property, there are thus special centres of reproduction. Such 
centres were also particulaidy indicated in one of my former 
memoirs»t as existing in the epithelium, the pigrnentum ni- 
grum, “ cellular** tissue, and cartilage. In describing the 
first origin of muscle, nerve, and the crystalline lens, also, I 
directed attention to such centres, stating that we might here- 
after see reason for thinking it not unimportant that the con- 
tents of the “primitive” cell, and those of the “secondary” 
cylinder, should have their origin in the nucleus ; and I was 
particularly desirous of connecting this fact with the existence 
of the orifice in question. It will now be scon that I had in 
view the subject of assimilation now referred to.§ 

9. Such, then, were my views long since. || They remain 
unaltered ; and I have the satisfaretion of recognising a con- 
firmation of them in the views just published by Dr Carpenter, 
which to me are the more valuable from' his having formed 
them without any knowledge of my own. 

10. Dr Carpenter directs attention to the large number of 
transitory cells which I had shewn in each instance to form a 
sort of pabulum for the central ones, and most justly adds, 
“ Is it to be supposed that all this ceU4ife comes into exist- 
ence without some decided 2>u|pose '?**ir He considers that 
“ the conversion of the chemical compound into the organizable 


* They are not in advanced stages, as it has been said, the nuclei themselves 
of these cells. And it is a mistake to suppose them fresh “ deposits,” which, 
however, has been done, 

t PhU. Trans, 1842, PI. xi. hg. 165. Ibid, 1841, PI. xxii. figs. 110-116. 

t PMJ. Tiaift. 1841, pars. 119, 120, 136, 144. 

§ Phil. Trans. 1841, par. 102. 

II It will be seen from the preceding paragraphs that they wore essentially the 
same in June 1841. ^ 

V Qritisb and Foreign Medical Review, No. XXIX., Jan. 1. 1843, p. 270. 
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principle, such as mucilage into elaborated sap, or albumen 
into fibrin, is effected in particular situations by the vital 
agency of transitory cell-life.”* 

11. The foregoing paragraphs (1 — 8) will shew that I go 
farther. Assimilation of the substance introduced into the 
parietal nucleus of the cell appears to me to be part of the 
process which propagates the cell. The reproduction of cells is 
essentially fissiparous ; and it is a process of assimilation that 
prepares them for being cleft, 

12. I proceed to state rather more in detail, yet very briefly, 
the facts on which my opinion rests. 

13. The orifice above mentioned, as contained in a certain 
part of the cell-wall, represents the situation of a highly pel- 
lucid substance, originally having little if any colour. This 
substance exhibits properties remarkable indeed ; and as I 
shall have occasion constantly to refer to it in this fiiemoir, I 
may bo permitted, for the sake of avoiding repetition, provi- 
sionally to denominate it hyaline a term whicfi seems unob- 
jectionable, from its being descriptive of the appearance only. 
This hyaline is primogenital and formative. It appropriates 
to itself new matter, then divides and subdivides into globules, 
each of which passes through changes of the same kind. Un- 
der certain circumstances it exhibits a contractile power, and 
performs the motions called molecular. It is this hyaline 
which is the scat of fecundation in the ovum, and it is present 
in the large extremity of the spermatozoon ; it is by successive 
divisions of this substance that properties descend from cell 
to cell, new properties being continually acquired as new in- 
fluences are applied, but the original constitution of the hyaline 
not being lost. The main purpose for which cells are formed 
is to reproduce the hyaline ; and this they do by effecting the 
assimilation which prepares it to divide. The division of the 
hyaline is thus the essential part of fissiparous generation. 

14. Schleiden was the first to direct attention to what I 
believe to have been a globule of hyaline in his “ cytoblast 
and its various appearances he has faithfully described. ^ But 

* British and Foreign Medical Keview, No. XXIX., Jan. 1. 184M, p.^71. 

t A term .‘suggested U* me hj Professor Owen, • 
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ss regards other points connected with this globule, Professor 
Schleiden and myself are not agreed. 

15. Schleiden considers the substance of the cytoblasf” to 
be deposited around the globule."*^ According to my observa- 
tions, on the contrary, a globule of the substance in question 
— ^hyaline — appropriates to itself new matter; the new matter 
is not deposited around the globule, but the globule, as it ap- 
propriates the new matter, becomes transformed into a disc 
or discoid body corresponding to the “ cytoblasP’ of Schleiden.t 
A pellucid substance then begins to make its appearance 
within the discoid body. This pellucid substance (hyaline) is 
not, as supposed by Schleiden, the identical previously exist- 
ing globule ; it results from the appropriation of new matter 
by that globule, and now comes into view at a certain part of 
what was that globule. { 

16. It appears to me then, that the originally independent 
globule of hyaline is the true cell-germ, — the ‘‘ cytoblast” of 
Schleiden representing only a stage in the formation of the 
cell. 

17. The membrane fof the cell§ is of comparatively small 

* The foUowing is the suhstanco of a statement made by Professor Valentin, as 
briefly expressing the views, on this subject of'Shleiden, Schwann, Muller, llenlc, 
and himself ; ond as being descriptive of the first formation of the elements of tis- 
sues : — In a fluid, says ho, there are precipitated granufos, which are nucleoli ; 
around the nucleolus there is deposited a finely granular substance, by wliich there 
is formed the nucleus cytoblast^’) ; and around the nucleus there is formed the 
membrane of the cell. The principle of formation of the nucleus around the nu- 
cleolus^ is essentially the same as that of the cell around the nucleus. Valentin 
concludes that this process may be described by the expression, heterogeneous 
circumposition. 

t The terms Cy toblast” and Nucleus of the Cell,” seem to have been used in 
discriminately. It is my opinion that theylare very different things, and that it 
is important to point out the difference. The *‘cytoblast” exists before the 
cell. The nucleus of the cell” is sometimes that which remains of the c^’to- 
blast” after the membrane of the cell is formed ; and sometimes — ^the remains 
of the ** cytoblast” having been entirely resolved into the contents of the cell — the 

** nucleus” is a subsequent formation in the same part. It is then the*< nucleolus” 
enlarged, ic., the “hollow nucleus” of authors; this hollow nucleus being no 
other thujvthe h^ine in the course of appropriating to itself new matter. 

J When two or more nucleoli arc presen t,jtbey result from a division of the pel- 
lucid suh|tance — hyaline — into as many parts. (Par, 13). 

§ Formed, according V>iny olwervations, of the outer part of the “ cytoblast,’* 
andnot%o'Qu»d it. (Phil, Trans., 1811, p. 200). 
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importance, — ^an envelope raised for the operation in it of the 
assimilative process which prepares the substance in its cavity 
to undergo division. 

18. The following may serve as a rude sketch of this pro- 

cess of assimilation, and of the generation of new cells to which 
it leads. ^ 

19. In the first place, the cell fills with minuter cells, the 
germ of each of which is given off by the hyaline nucleus of 
the parent cell ; which Nucleus then appropriates to itself 
the result of this cell-formation, — at the same time dividing 
into two halves. 

20. More particularly, the process (as witnessed in the 
ovum) appears to be as follows : — The cells, formed at the ex- 
pense of the parent nucleus, are in concentric layers. The outer 
or first formed layer liquefies, and the second layer enlarges by 
imbibition and assimilation of the substance of the first. The 
second layer in its turn undergoes liquefactioir; and now the 
third, enlarging, receives and assimilates the already combined 
substance of the first and second, and so on, — the assimilation 
becoming more and more complete as ijb advances towards the 
centre. 

21. This, however, is the merest outline ; for the cells in 
the concentric layers are themselves filled with other cells, 
which have arisen* in the same manner, — in which the same 
process is going on, — and the product of which is elaborated 
by their parent cells ; the latter, again, being subordinate to 
the first mentioned parent cell. (Par. 19). 

22. The result of this many-times-repeated process is, that 

there is produced a mass of highly refractive globules of hya- 
line, which are the essential parts — the hyaline nuclei — of as 
many cells.* The mass requires only to be divided into two 
halves ; a change effected by means of two cell-germs, into 
which the nucleus of the original parent cell divides. These 
two cell-germs have a central situation ; they imbibe the sm*- 
rounding pellucid assimilated substance — the hyaline — as a 
sort of pabulum ; and, as they do so, become twp cells, filled 
with the hyaline of other cells ; and now the memlS’ano of 
the parent cell disappears. • ^ 

— — 

• riul. Trans., 1840, Plates XXIV., XXV., XXVI. • 
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23. The two liberated young cells are endowed with quali- 
ties resulting from an intimate mixture of the substance pre- 
viously contained in their parent cell, with that (from the 
seminal fluid) which their parent cell receives : a third sub- 
stance being thus produced. The young cells, containing this 
third substa;}ce 9 are fertilized or imdergo a sort of fecunda- 
tion in their turn ; become parent cells ; produce another 
generation, which pass through like changes : and so on 
(Par. 6).* 

24. Such appears to be the nature of the process I wit- 
nessed in the original cell, constituting the mammiferous 
germ, and in the cells immediately descended from it. I have 
since shewn that other cells present appearances denoting a 
similar mode of origin ; though a parent cell sometimes pro- 
duces many cells instead of two. 

25. The reproduction of the cell is thus essentially fissipa- 
rous, its conteffts undergoing division after having been as- 

i 

* I lately cominuuicated to the Society the fact that I had found, and shown to 
others. Spermatozoa within th^ovum ; and this after the essential port had divided 
into two cells. (Plate Y., Fig. 1). (In one instance 1 counted more than twenty 
in a single ovum). It would thus seem that the ovum, hesidos being fecundated 
by a substance received into the part denominated by mo the point of fecundation, 
continues to be influenced by the seminal fluid. 1 conceive that the spermatozoa 
may elaborate this fluid, in a manner comparable to that ^ which the red blood - 
discs elaborate the liquor sanguinis. (Par. .‘34.) Perhaps they fUrectly elaborate 
the contents of the ovum also. (The spermatozoa which 1 saw within the 
ovum, gradually disappeared by liquefaction. 1 thought 1 saw some of them 
withiuj as well as between, the cell«) contained in the ovum). I think it possible 
that on the quantity of the so elaborated substance that finds its way into the 
germ, as well as on the degree of its elaboration, may depend the amount of re- 
semblance between the offspring and its father. — [T have received a letter from 
my friend Professor Schwann, dated Loew^, 23d May 1843, informing me of 
the following experiment perfonned by him in the spring of 1842, in order, to 
determine the influence of the spermatozoa in fecundation. Having removed a 
portion of the seminal fluid from the testis of a frog, and diluted the same with 
water, he filtered it through paper. Ova were then taken from the ovary of a 
frog, and treated in two ways. To some of them there was added a portion of 
the fluid that had passed through the paper ; to others, a portion of that which 
hod not passed through. The fluid that hod passed through the paper did not fe- 
cundate, tth't a single ovum was developed ; while that which had not passed 
through effected fecundation very well. “ From this,”- says the Professor, it 
follows Aiat fecundation requires a substance which is contained in the semin 1 
fluid, bat which, not jiasHing through the filter, is not dissolved in the fluid.’’] 

2 
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similated to the nucleus, which nucleus, therefore, it is that is 
reproduced ; this nucleus being a portion of the remarkable 
substance, hyaline, the production of which I have stated to be 
the main purpose for which cells are formed. 

26. The changes which the hyaline undergoes, appear to be 
essentially the same wherever it is found, so that many of 
those which I am about to mention, regarding one class of ob- 
jects, may be understood as essentially applicable to all. 

27. I select the corpuscles of the blood as objects very easily 
obtained, and therefore presenting to other observers the 
means of testing the accuracy of my observations. It is pro- 
per, however, to remark, that no observer can learn the struc- 
ture of the blood-corpuscles, who does not carefully investigate 
their mode of origin, and patiently follow them through all 
their changes. 

[The observations here referred to will be found recorded 
in the London, Edinburgh, and Dublin PhildSSphical Maga- 
zine, 1st May 1843.] * * 

34. I have no doubt that Dr Henle is right in his opinion, 
that the blood-discs elaborate the liquor sanguinis. But how 
is it that they do so ! I apprehend it to be in the manner im- 
plied by the description just given. The red blood-discs ap- 
pear to be floating centres of assimilation. They derive nou- 
rishment from tlib liquor sangumis, which has received the 
chyle ; giving in return, or rather resolving themselves into, 
hyaline. 

38. I am indebted to the kindness of William Addison for 
a paper just published by him,* in which, after stating that 
the researches forming the subject of it were commenced, and 
many of the results committed to paper, previously to the pe- 
rusal of my memoirs “ On the Corpuscles of the Blood,” t the 
author adds, that, so far as his observations have extended, he 
is enabled to confirm my conclusion. This remark applies to 
“ epithelial cells, pus-corpuscles, tubercle, tubercular infiltra- 
tions, and hepatization of the lungs.”;}; These he finds to be 
derived from the colourless corpuscles of the*blo^, which 
with me he traces back to the nuclei of the red ones. 


On Inflammation and Tuberclp. 
t Printod in tl)e Phil. Truns. for 1810 and 1841. 


J hoc. tVe.p. 4. 
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39. 1 long since performed the experiment of Muller, — t^iat 
of filtering the fresh-drawn blood of frogs, and thus removing 
its corpuscles. After some time, a gelatinous substance was 
found in the filtered fluid ; but 1 could discern no fibres in it. 


Fissiparoua Reproduction of the Muscular Fibril. 

48. I have met with states of the muscular fibril, which, in the 
first place, shew that here also is to be recognised the fissipa- 
rous mode of reproduction ; and, secondly, may perhaps ex- 
plain the cause of the great difference between the observa- 
tions of some others on this tissue and my own. 

49. I saw a double spiral (Plate V. fig. 2, a) — the formed and 
contractile muscular fibril — dividing into two rows of pellucid 
particles of hyaline (/3), apparently nuclei, that had been con- 
tained within the substance of the interlacing spirals (fig. 3), 
and were^now enlarged. In another instance (fig. 2), the nu- 
clei of each row (y) were dividing (f) and forming new spi- 
rals (f). One, fibril appeared thus, by fissiparous generation, 
to be giving origin to two, 

50. The particular mode in which a row of nuclei becomes 
a spiral thread, I have not with certainty ascertained ; and can, 
therefore, do no more than offer the following as probable, 
and as being in accordance with wtat I have seen elsewhere. 

51. Nuclei, by elongating, form contractile cilia ; and fila- 
ments are seen proceeding from nuclei in opposite directions. * 
Were filaments, thus formed by each half-nucleus (fig. 2, rl) 
of two adjacent rows, to assume the spiral form and interlace, 
and the filaments of the same row to then unite, we should 
have the double spiral. (The oblique position of the two rows 
of half-nuclei in fig. 2 5 is not undeserving of notice here.) 

• ^ 

52. There is another subject to which I ask particular at- 
tention in connexion with the properties above mentioned 
(par. 13) as inherent in the hyaline — ^the subject of fissipa- 
rous reproduction of the Infusoria. 

53. The Infusoria compared with Cells, \ — Between the ap- 

Sa: 

* Sec Phil. Trans. 1841, Plate XXll. fis- in which filamentH of “cellu- 
lar"’ tisbiA will be found delineated as thus forming. 

t [Onthe hubject of the generation of the Infusoria, Professor Owen remarks ; 
— With rcganl to the more common fissiparous mode, Ehrenbcrg has figured 
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peai*ances presented by the mammiferous germ during the 
passage of the ovum through the oviduct, and those met with 
in the young Voloox globator while within the {parent, I find 
a resemblance which is very remarkable indeed, , extending 
even to minute details. Not only do the cells of which the 
young Volvox is composed form a body resembling^ a mulberry 
(fig. 8 , 5,), with a pellucid centre, but the cells gradually 
increase in number apparently by doubling, and at the same 
time diminish in their size, like the cells of the mammiferous 
germ, which they resemble also in being originally elliptical 
and flat (/3, 7 ). 

54. Some of the points of resemblance now mentioned, I 

recognised in the delineations of the Volvox given by Pro- 
fessor Ehrenberg ;* others were noticed during some observa- 
tions I have myself made on this very interesting microscopic 
object. ^ 

55. Ehrenberg has figured five pellucid globuk^ in a young 
Volvox just escaped from the parent. t These, -the germs of 
another generation, evidently resulted from division of the 
pellucid mass (the hyaline) visible in an^earlier state (fig. 8 . i) ; 
so that here is to bo recognised fissiparous generation of the 
kind I have described as r^roducing cells. 

56. On comparing the figures given by Ehrenberg of succes- 
sive generations ef the Chlamidomonas (fig. 4), with the suc- 
cessive groups of cells (two, four, eight, &c.) in the mammife- 
rous ovum,t I cannot help believing that the process of for- 
mation is the same in both ; the essential part of this process 


gradations of this spontaneous division of the organized contents of the integu- 
ment in the Gonium and ChlamijdomimaSf which may be compared with the 
earliest stages of the development ftf the germ, as figured by Siebold in the 
StrongyliM and Medusa, by Baer in the Frog, and by Barry in the Rabbit. Dr 
Martin Barry, who has discovered the very remarkable and complicated nature 
of this process in the mammalian ovum, was alone perhaps in the condition to fully 
conjprehend and explain its analogy to the fissiparous generation of the polygas- 
tria, to which, in 1840, I briefly alluded ; and this he has done in a paper re- 
plete with interesting generalisations, lately read before the Royal Society."’ 
Fluntcrian Lectures. By Professor Owen, F.Il.S., from ttotes^iifenhy W, W, 
Cooper, M.R.C.S.j 1843. The paper here referred to by Professor Owen, is that 
of which the present communication is a pai’t.] 

* Die Infusionsthierchcn als volkominene Orgnnismen. Leipzig, 
t Loc, at. Tab. iv. Fig. I. 2. * • 

^ Researches in Embryology, Phil. Tmns. 1839 and 1840, 
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consisting, as D shewed, in the division of a pellucid mass 
(hyaline) situated in the centre of each cell. And it is de- 
serving of remark, that Ehrenberg describes his Monas bicolor 
(fig. 7.), evidently a nucleated cell, as possibly an early state 
of the Chlamidomonas mentioned (fig. 4.)* 

57. The curiously symmetrical forms of many of the BaciU 
laria appear to be due to the same division and subdivision 
of the pellucid nuclei or hyaline of cells. 

58. The delineations of Gonium^ Monas vivipara (fig. 5), 
and Ophrydimn^ given by the great naturalist just mentioned, 
afford satisfactory examples of a pellucid body dividing and 
subdividing like the nucleus of a cell. 

59. In many other of Ehrenberg’s figures of the polygastric 
Infusoria, the corresponding part appears to me to be denoted 
by a blue, red, or green colour, according as there had been 
added ei^er indigo, carmine, or sap-green. This accords 
with what Ljsi been mentioned in a former page regarding 
cells — that a foreign substance becomes added and assimilat- 
ed through the nucleus. Fecundation of the ovum takes 
place in the same manner as nutrition of the cell, and seems 
comparable to the nutrition of one of the Infusoria.t 

60. But farther, I recognise in !l^hrenberg’s delineations of 
the Infusoria, not merely a cell-formation, but everywhere the 
existence of transitory or assimilative cells< 

61. And farther still : the infusorial cells, like the cells of 
larger organisms, have their origin in globules which become 
discs or “cytoblasts these passing through stages correspond- 


^ I had often remarked,” says W. Addison (Zoc. eit. p, 43), “ the very great si- 
militude of size and appearance between several forms of the polygastric animal- 
cules, and some of the varieties of pus corpuscles. So great is this similarity, that, in 
many instances, it would have been difficult to distinguish the one from the other, 
had it not been for the voluntary and ve^ active movements of the animalcules.” 
The game author adds, that when a polygastric animalcule is touched by liquor 
potossac, its body bursts, and liberates the particles coUed stomachs ; from which, 
and from other circumstances mentioned by Addison, Dr Carpenter infers that 
the particles in question are tells which float in the fluid of the body, and ela- 
borate the mater^s for its nutrition, in the same manner as do those of the chyle 
and blood oiye^lfhcr animals.” — (Carpenter, loe, eit., p. 274.) 

t The orifice in the wall of the germinal vesicle and in that of other cells ap 
pear also,^in some instances, at least, Uf correspond to the “ mouth” of the Infu- 
soria ; this mouth” having apparently once been an orifice in the parietal nu- 
cleus <»f ft cell. 
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Cl 

ing to periods in the life of ordinary cells. Thus in Ehrenberg’s 
Monadina are to be found, I think, the following objects : 

1. Globules and discs. 

2. Discs with a pellucid point. 

3. The pellucid part dividing. 

4. Nucleated cells. «» 

5. The nucleus dividing, and thus giving origin to, 

6. Young cells, which are seen both within and escaped 
from parent cells. 

62. The same family, the Monadina^ present also ciliated 
discs, — ^the discs being either single, or in grouj>s radiating 
from a centre. 

63. In 1840, I communicated to the Society the fact, that I 

had found blood- corpuscles revolving ; and inl841, delineated in 
another memoir the cilia, by means of which this takes place.* 
These cilia, sometimes presented by the star-lik^lood-cor- 
puscle, are the elongated discs into which its ndmeus or hya- 
line divides. • 

64. My observations on Spermatozoa, also communicated 
in 1841, shewed them to arise in the sg.me manner. 

65. It is not meant that the discs simply become sharp- 
pointed or elongated, Sq far from this, the process is very 
elaborate. There takes place division and sub-division, so as 
to produce extrenrely minute discs, which coalesce to form the 
cilia. My belief is, that it is by globules of the pellucid sub- 
stance, so constantly referred to in this memoir — the hyaline 
— ^that cilia of every kind arc formed ; the globules first pass- 
ing into discs in the manner above described (par. 15). 

66. How striking the resemblance between some sperma- 
tozoa (fig. 1) and the ciliated discs in Ehrenberg’s Pandorina ! 
(fig. 6). The spermatozoa, ^as just stated, arise from division 
of the nucleus of a cell, u e. from division of the hyaline ; 
and I think it is scarcely less obvious that the ciliated discs of 
the Pandorina have the same mode of origin. 

67. Membrane is formed by the same means as those pro- 
d ucing cilia, namely, by division and sub-divisiQ^into ex - 

* Phil. Traus. 1841, Plate XXII. figs. 104, 105. p. S26, par. 124. It was stated 
that the examination was madct in one instance, 18 hours, and in the dlher, two 
days after death. • 
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tremely minute discs, which in like manner coalesce ;* there 
being left here and there a centre for the origin and assimi- 
lation of new substance, in order to the thickening or other 
modifications of the membrane. In Ehrenberg’s Ophrydium 
is to be seen, 1 think, a membrane forming in this manner, 
and dividing at one extremity into cilia, destined to surround 
the future mouth.” Delineations given by myself of the 
epithelium-cylindert render it extremely probable that here 
the cilia arise in the same manner. 

68. The division and coalescence of discs now mentioned 
lead to assimilation ; so that the structure into which the 
discs have become converted, at last consists of a substance 
more or less like that of the cell-nucleus or hyaline itself. 
These remarks are applicable to other structures besides 
membrane, — ^for instance, to cartilage and fibre ; and the facts 
above mesit-ioned regarding muscle (par. 48-51) seem to in- 
dicate the mode in which, by means of continually enlarged 
and then dividing nuclei Qiortions of hyaline), the muscular 
fibrilj is nourished and renewed. 

69. The chorion affprds, perhaps, the best example I have 
met with, of membrane forming by the assimilative process 
now described.§ For the formation of this structure, blood- 
cells send out processes in several directions ; the processes 
interlace, and the pellucid nuclei of the bloOd-cells follow the 
direction of (that is to say, portions of them pass into) the in- 
terlacing processes. In short, there takes place so extended 
a division and sub-division of the nuclei or hyaline, that the 
chorion itself is scarcely less pellucid than the nuclei which 
form it. The albumen seems to pass through, or rather to 
be formed by, an assimilation of the same kind. 

70. The cilia-bearing network of the parent-wall in the 
Volvox appears to have an origin not essentially differing 
from that which gives origin to membrane. Indeed, I think 
it not improbable that the membranes of many cells — ^for in- 
stance those of the mammiferous germ in the oviduct — ^may 
really havg^ structure comparable to that network of the 

^ In some instances first forming a s|Hral thread, 
t PhiL^Trans. 1841, Plate XXI. tigs. 96-100. 

And perhaps fibre in* general. 

§ See Phil. Trans. 1840, Plate XXVIII. figs. 252, 253> p. 546. par. 37^1. Pluto 
xxix. figs.*0, 8. p. GOO. 
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Vo/voa:. And it is not improbable that, revolving as no doubt 
the essential part of the mammiferons ovum for a short period 
does,* it revolves by means similar to those which produce the 
rotations of the Volvox. 

71. There really seems to have been much truth in the re^ 
mark long since made by Oken, that the larger a>nimals are 
formed of bodies comparable to the Infusoria. The cell itself 
is a little organism, and cells coalesce to form a larger one. 

72. The remarks made in this memoir respecting fissiparous 
generation, are of course intended to apply also to gemmipa- 
rous reproduction, or propagation by means of buds.t 

73. The so-called Spontaneous Generation.^* — Parasites. 
How do animalcules and vegetable productions arise in the 
infusions of organic matter ? I venture to believe they may 
have their origin in those particles (of hyaline) wl^h I have 
called the true cell-germs (par. IG.) These ce'il-germs, as 
part of the animal, or vegetable organism — ^for* instance, in 
the elaborated liquor sanguinis (par. 34), or the descending 
sap — would have been developed accord^pg to the stimulus re- 
ceived within that organism ; but now set free, each becomes 
developed into an independent organism, capable of propagat- 
ing itself, and producing a like form, which it does in a variety 
of ways. 

74. Is not this the mode of origin also of the Entozoa, and 
of all parasitic growths ? If cell-germs become developed after 
they have left an organism, they may surely lead an indepen- 
dent (though parasitic) life within it, — become developed into 
various forms, — and propagate their species.:^ 

75. It is known that the various organisms, and even organs, 
have their peculiar parasites. * If the view just mentioned be 
admitted, this is no other than what we should expect, from 

* Professor Bischoff of Heidelberg, on seeing tho description given by myself 
(Phil. Trans. 1839, p. 355) of the Rotatory motions of a mulberry liko object 
in vesicles under the mucous membrane of the uterus” in the Rabbit, forthwith 
proceeded to an examination of the ova of this animal as they layM^he oviduct ^ 
and found what he calls the yelk” in a revolving state : the rota<!26ns being 
produced by cilia. (Muller’s Archiv, 1841, Heft 1). 

t Both attached ond separated. * • 

^ 1 found .in the blood of a heart that had been kept f(Ar several days, n^oving 
vt^'«o-likc bodies, which appeared to have been derived from the nuclei of cor- 
puscles of the blood ; and in what v\^s apparently an ovum, escaped into ^hc Fab 
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specific peculiarities of the organisms. It is in perfect keep- 
ing, too, with the known fact, that the kind of animalcule in 
an infusion very much depends on the kind of organic matter 
decomposing in it. 

76. Farther, the divisions and subdivisions of that remark- 
able substance, the hyaline, to which I have so constantly re- 
ferred, effected as they arc by a process of assimilation, in- 
cline me to believe, that even the minutest germ of the mi- 
nutest disc and ceU is derived from a previously existing genn. 
The mysterious reappearance of parental qualities in offspring, 
we probably shall never fully understand ; but certainly the 
mystery is not lessened by the idea of “spontaneous generation.” 

London, 26. I mo. {Jantmry) 1843. 

Explanation of the Plate . — Plate V. 


Fig. 1. 


Fig. 2. 
Fig. 3. 
Fig. 4. 

Fig. 5. 


Fig. 6. 
Fig- 7. 
Fig. 8. 


Rabbit {Lepus Cuniculus, Link.) Outline of an ovum of 24 

^^ours from tlie middle of tlie Fallopian tube. Spermatozoa 
seen in its interior. Tins was the case with several 
other ova of this rabbit. One contained more than twenty 
spermatozoa. /, “Zonapellucida.” The germ. (Par. 23, 
note.) 

Muscle from tllfe heart (ventricle) of a frog (see pars. 48-51.). 
Drawn as magnided 600 diameters. 

Scheme shewing the situation of the nuclei in the muscular 
fibril (see pars. 48-51.) 

Cldamidommias Pulviseulus, — Stages ^ self-division. This 
figure is from Professor Ehrenbcrg, who considers the pel- 
lucid part in the centre to be the " spermatic gland.*' (Par. 
56.) 

Monas vivipara. a Is undergoing self-division. This figure 
is &om Ehrenberg, who remarks respecting « In its in- 
terior is to bo recognised the incipient division of the cen.- 
trol spermatic gland, and three swallowed specimens of 
Chlamidomonas pulviseulus; two of which remain in one 
half, and one in the other.” (Par. 58.) 

Pandorina Morum. From Ehrenberg, who remarks, that the 
contained animalcules “ appear crowned.” (Par. 66.) 

Monas hieolor. From Ehrenberg : Perhaps only a state in 
the development of Chlamidomonas.** (Par. 56.) 

Vblppx Glohator, From Ehrenberg. “ First stages in the de- 
velopment of a young Volvox « being the earliest, and 
i the most advanced. (Pars. 53-55.) 


lopian tube without impregnation, 1 saw a body having a form somewhat the 
same. This body, 1 think, may have bad its origin in the macula yerminativa of 
the ovum. 
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Attempt to Explain the Leading Phenomena of Glaciers, 
By ProfeBsor Forbes, Sec. F.R.S., &o.* 

The dilatation theory considered, and compared with obserration — 
the gravitation theory examined — ^the author's theory proposed — 
glaciers really plastic — conditions of fluid motion — Compared with 
those of a glacier— effect of viscosity — the veined structure of the ice 
a consequence of the viscous theory — illustrated by experiments^ 
comparison of a glacier to a river — conclusion. 

Rien ne me porait plus clairement demontr^ quo le mouvement pro- 
gressif des glaciers vers le bas de la vallee, et rien en mcme temps 
ne me semble plus difficile ^ concevoir quo la maniere dont s’ex^cute 
ce mouvement si lent, si inegal, qui s'execute but des pentes diflerentes, 
sur un sol garni d’asperites, et dans des caiiaux dont la largeur varie k 
chaque instant. C'est 1^, selon moi, le phenom^ne le moins explicable 
des glaciers. Marche-t-il ensemble coiUrne un bloc de marbre sur un 
plan incline ? Avance t-il par parties brisees comme les q^lloux qui se 
suivent dans les couloirs des Montagnes ? S affaissc' t-ii sur lui>meme 
pour couler le long des pentes, comme le ferait une lave^^ la fois ductile 
et liquide V Les parties qui se d^tachent vers les pentes rapides suffisent- 
elles k imprimer du mouvement a celles qui reposent sur une surface 
horizontale ? Je Tignore. Peut-etre encore pourrait-on dire que dans 
les grands froids Teau qui remplit les nombreuses crevasses transversales 
du glacier venant a se congeler,^prend son accroissement de volume or - 
dinaire^ pousse les parois qui la contiennent, et produit ainsi un mouve- 

ment vers le bas du canal d’ecoulement.” 
o 

Rendu, TMorie des Olaciers, p, 93. 

I have already stated the usually received opinions as to the 
cause of the formation and maintenance of glaciers. We 
found that authors are pretty well agreed in considering that 
the snow which falls on the summits of the Alps becomes 
converted into ice by successive thaws and congelations, but 
that the details of the process are by no means so well under- 
stood, and that the immediate cause of the descent of these 
frozen masses towards the valleys has been very differently ex- 
plained. 

The chief theories we reduced to two ; the theory of DILA- 


* From Professor Forbes* delightful volume, entitled, Traveh tUrwkfih the 
Alps of Savoy avd other parts of the Pennine Chain, • 

VOL. XXXV. NO. LXX. OCTOBER 1843. * Q 
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TATION and that of gravitation. On the former the fee 
is supposed to be pressed onwards by an internal swelling of 
its parts, occasioned by rapid alternations of freezing and 
thawing of its parts, or rather by the continual formation of 
minute crevices, into which water, derived from the warmth 
of the sun and the action of the air on the surface, is intro- 
duced, and where it is frozen by the cold of the glacier, whose 
bulk it thus increases. On the theory that gravity or weight 
is the solo cause of glacier motion, the ice, lying on an inclined 
plane of rock, is supposed to slide over it, by its natural ten- 
dency to descend, aided by the action of the earth's warmth, 
which, on the hypothesis of De Saussurc, prevents it from 
being frozen to the bottom. 

It may be proper now to enquire shortly what light has 
been thrown upon these two theories by the observations de- 
tailed in a^&rmer part of this volume. 

Of the facts which I have established with respect to the 
motion and structure of the ice of glaciers, two seem at least 
to bo not opposed to the theory of dilatation. I mean the 
more rapid movement of the glacier at Us centre, and the infill ra^ 
Hon of its mass by water permeating the capillary fissures . The 
former fact having been unknown to the supporters of the dila- 
tation theory, has not been adduced by them in its favour; whicli 
it is, indeed, only thus much, that a bodj having a certain 
consistence and variability of form, when subjected to any pres- 
sure, whether internal or external, will yield soonest in those 
parts wliich are least retarded by friction. This fact, how- 
ever, has no direct bearing on the cause of the pressure. 

The latter fact would be entirely favourable to the theory of 
De Charpentier aijd Agassiz, could it be carried out in its con- 
sequences, in the manner which fhey suppose. But it is not 
enough that there bo capillary fissures and crevices, and that 
these be filled with water, — that does not help the matter at 
rU, — ^ it must also bo shewn that that water undergoes conver- 
sion into ice, so as to dilate it at the time, and to the extent, 
required f[^he motion. I conceive that the observations which 
I have made, shew such a cause of motion to be inconsistent with 
theph&nomena; and this inconsistency is two -fold, first, from the 
direct evidence thsCt, though the ice is permeated by water, yet 
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the water freezes rarely, and to an insignificant extent ; and se- 
condly, from the motion of the glacier in its different parts, 
and at different times, being at variance with what must have 
held true upon the theory in question. 

1. The water included in a glacier is rarely in a freezing 
condition, I need not now repeat the argumefhts which I 
have adduced to shew, that, upon every principle of the doc- 
trine of heat, especially the doctrine of latent heat, it is 
impossible that the transient cold of the night should in any 
circumstances produce more than a superficial and most im- 
perfect congelation, — that to suppose any thing else, would be 
to suppose in a glacier an indefinite supply of cold,* contrary 
to first principles, and to direct observations with the ther- 
mometer on the temperature of the ice, which has been found 
by M. Agassiz himself to be constantly, and at all depths, with- 
in a fi-action of a degree of 32°. But besides this*; '‘the most 
direct observation shews, that the nocturnal congelation, which 
is so visible at the surface, drying up the streamlets of water, 
and glazing the ice with a slippery crust, extends to but the 
most trifling depth into the mass of the gJacior. This is so evi- 
dent, upon consideration, that when fairly placed before him, 
M. de Charpentier has been*obliged to abandon the idea that 
the diurnal variations of temperature produce any effect. In 
truth, there is positive evidence that no internal congelation 
takes place during the summer season, when the motion is 
most rapid, and when, therefore, the cause of motion must bo 
most energetic. Of this I will give one striking example. 

Towards the end of September 1842, when a premature win- 
ter had covered the Mer de Glace with snow, and lowered the 
temperature of the air to 20"" Fahrenheit, I had occasion to 
make an expedition over nearly its whole extent, in the direction 
of the Glacier de Lechaud, in order to observe the marks which 
had been placed in that direction, and to determine the motion 
of the higher parts of the ice. The excursion promised to be far 
from agreeable. The sky was lowering when we started from 


* This argument has been tv el I put bv M. Elie de Beaumont, with ^ie ac- 
I'ustnined clearness. • 
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the Montahvert, and it soon began to snow, and continued to^do 
so with little intormission during the day. The Mer de Glace 
had been covered with snow for a week ; at the Montanvert, 
to a depth of six inches, but in its higher parts of not loss than 
a foot and a half. I was not sorry, however, to have an op- 
portunity of ^ascertaining the conditions of the ice, under cir- 
cumstances so critical for the theory of dilatation, for now, if 
at any time, the freezing and expansive effects of cold ought 
to be visible, the ice having been completely saturated by the 
preceding wet weather, and, it might be supposed, effectually 
cooled by five days of frost. As the walk promised to be labo- 
rious, if not difficult, owing to the thick coating of snow, I 
took with me David Couttet of the Montanvert, and Auguste 
Balmat, as usual, with fhe instruments and provisions. We 
started in a lowering morning at half-past six, and in less than 
an hour if \;egan to snow, with a drifting wind, though for- 
tunately without cold. To most persons, the journey would 
have been an alarming one, but we wore all throe so intimate- 
ly acquainted with the surface of the ice, and the direction of 
the moraines, that we» had no fear of losing ourselves. It re- 
quired, however, all Auguste’s intimate knowledge of the gla- 
cier to keep us clear of dangerous crevasses and holes ; for 
the snow was often knec-deep, and the glacier and moraines 
alike filled with innumerable pit-falls. We crossed the mo- 
raines, as usual, near the Moulins, and visited the stations B 1 
and C. We then kept nearly under the ice-fall of the Glacier 
du Tal6fre, and reached with precaution the higher glacier 
of L^chaud, on our way to station E, whore I anxiously wished 
to make an observation of the progress of the glacier. But 
now the bad weather increased |o much, that we were glad to 
get behind a great stone and eat our breakfast, waiting for a 
favourable change. The wind blew in strong gusts from the 
Grande Jorasse, tossing the snow about so as to render all ob- 
jects at a distance undistinguishable, thus threatening to make 
our expedition ineffectual, for the rock called the Capucin du 
Taciil, wlfi'ch was my index for the bearings on the glacier, 
from station E, was hopelessly invisible. After some delay, 
the storm abated^ and the Pierre de Beranger, whose azimuth 
I had fortunately taken as a check, shewed itself. We there- 
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fore advanced up the glacier, but again the storm thickened, 
and as we got to the foot of the rock on whicl^tation E was 
fixed, David Couttet (who had hitherto been the chief en- 
oourager of the expedition)- said quietly, “ Nous allons faire 
une betise,’’ and proposed to return, for we were half blinded 
by the snow. I begged, however, that we might^at least stop 
and take shelter as before. We did so, and profiting by a few 
minutes’ pause in the drift, I fitted up my theodolite, and took 
an observation of the motion of the glacier since my last visit 
with duo care and deliberation. We then returned nearly as 
we had come, fortunately without accident, and reached the 
Montanvcrt after nine hours’ absence. What struck me most 
in this expedition was, that even at the highest station, which 
is 7900 feet above the sea, and in this severe weather, the ice, 
far from being frozen to a great depth, appeared charged with 
water as usual, except at the surface. The stick wHdi marked 
the point of the glacier observed, and which 1 expected to find 
firmly frozen into its place, was standing in water in its hole 
in the ice, and of course quite loose. The surface of the gla- 
cier generally was dry, — there was ucjjt a rill of water in the 
Moulins, or elsewhere ; yet the congelation had scarcely pene- 
trated at all. Couttet and« Balmat were all the time afraid of 
treading into a watery hole, and thus getting their feet frozen, 
an accident which d! thought very unlikely to happen ; but they 
both did get their feet wet in the course of the day. Hence 
there can be no doubt, that, as Couttet very distinctly express- 
ed it, the snowy covering kept the glacier warm, just as it 
does the ground, and that the cold penetrates extremely slowly 
even when winter arrives. I may add, that near the Tacul I 
found no difficulty in obtaining a draught of water by break- 
ing the crust of ice formed *on a pool in the glacier under a 
stone. It was on this excursion that I observed the blue 
colour of snow, previously mentioned, which was most dis- 
tinctly perceptible by transmitted light, whenever the snow 
was pierced by a stick to a depth of six inches or more. It 
was at one part of the glacier that this was mbst evident, 
which I attributed to the particular degree of aggregation 
which it had there, neither verydry nor very moist. • 

Fropi the incidents just related, I think*it seems to be de- 



226 Professor Forbes the Leading Phenomma of Glaciers. 

monstrated beyond a doubt, that, at least, any transient iln- 
pression of co^ is quite incapable of converting the infiltrated 
water into ice at any depth in the glacier. 

2. At the same time that the preceding observations were 
made, the rate of motion of the glacier was carefully observed ; 
fop I concluded, as a matter of certainty, that, if the dilata- 
tion theory were true, a sudden frost succeeding wet weather 
must inevitably cause the glacier to advance far more rapidly 
than in summer, or, indeed, at any other season ; for there 
could never possibly be more water to be frozen, nor could cold 
ever act with more energy than at the time in question. What 
the facts were, wo have already seen in the seventh chapter, 
where it appears, both from the tables and figures, that the 
progress of the glacier was retarded during the cold weather 
which prevailed from the 2()th to the 25th September, and 
that it readvanced when the thaw had taken place some days 
later. 

3. The motion of the glaciers during winter, established in 
the same chapter, is directly contrary to the conclusions in- 
variably drawn by the; glacier theorists from their supposed 
immobility ; since they consider, that, while the glacier is com- 
pletely frozen, and has no alternatiqns of congelation and thaw, 
there can be no dilatation. 

4. My experiments shew, that the motiomof a glacier during 
the day and night is sensibly uniform, which is contrary to the 
same view. 

5. The rate of motion of the glacier at different paits of its 
length has been shewn to be by no means such as the expan- 
sion of an elongated body, supported at one end, and pushed 
along its bed, would occasion. 

6. The advocates of the theory of dilatation have rightly 
maintained, as a consequence of^^the theory, that the ice will 
expand in aU directions, and consequently upwards, that being 
the direction in which the resistance is least of all. They 
thence conclude, that, whilst the ice wastes by melting at the 
surface, thC surface will be raised by the inflation of the in- 
terior mass by the expansion of freezing water, and that its 
absolute level will thus be mainttiined, or will ' even rise, not- 
W’ithstanding the Haily waste. They profess 40 have made 
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experiments which confirm this view; but I have already 
stated, that my own are entirely at variance with it, the abso- 
lute level of the ice lowering wili great rapidity during the sea- 
son of most rapid motion ; a conclusion which is entirely con- 
firmed by the observations of MM. Martins and Bravais, lately 
published.* ^ 

On these, amongst other grounds deduced from direct ob- 
servation, I consider the dilatation theory maintained by Scheu- 
ch:gr, Do Charpentier, and Agassiz, as untenable. 

In the next place, let us consider the sliding theory of Gru- 
ner and De Saussuie. 

As I understand the gravitation theory, it supposes the 
mass of the glacier to be a rigid one, sliding over its trough 
or bed in the manner of solid bodies, assisted, it may be, by 
the melting of the ice in contact with tho soil, which possesses 
a proper heat of its own, and which lubricates in some degree 
the slope, as grease or soap does when interposed between a 
sliding body and an inclined x>lune. It is only in so far as 
tho theory is considered as applicable to a rigid body, that I 
have objections to state to it. 

1. In the case of the greater number of extensive glaciers, 
there are notable contractions and enlargements of the chdfei- 
nel or bed down ^dlioh they are urged. Let any one glance 
at the Mer de Glace, and see two extensive glaciers meeting 
at the Tacul, forming a vast basin or pool, from which the 
only outlet has a less breadth than the narrowest of the tribu- 
taries ; the idea of eliding^ in the common legitimate sense of 
the word, is wholly out of the question. 

2. We have already seen that the ice does not move as a 
solid body, — that it does ndt slide down with uniformity in 
different parts of its section,-— that the sides, which might be 
imagined to be most completely detached from their rocky 
walls during summer, move slowest, and are, as it were, drag- 
ged down by the central parts. All this is consistent with 
motion due to weight or gravitation ; but not with the sliding 
of a rigid mass over its bed. 

* An^U9 dt9 Sn'encet GHlogiqac^^ j^ar RivQrtt 1842 . 
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3. The inclination of the bed is seldom such as to render 
the overcoming of such obstacles as the elbows and prominen- 
ces, contractions and irregularities of the bed of glaciers, even 
conceivable, being, on an average of the entire Mer do Glace, 
only a slope practicable for loaded carts ; but the greater 
part of the ^surface inclines less than 5°^ which is below the 
steepest slope on the great highway of the Simplon, an artil- 
lery road. 

4, It has been convincingly proved by me, that the jpo- 
tion of the glacier varies not only from one season to an- 
other, but that it has definite (though continuous) changes 
of motion, simultaneous throughout the whole, or a great part 
of its extent, and therefore due to some general external 
change. This change has been shewn to be principally or sole- 
ly the effect of the temperature of the air, and the condition 
of wetness or dryness of the ice. In order to reconcile this 
to the sliding theory, it should be shewn, that the disengage* 
ment of the gfacior from its bed, depends on the kind of weather 
which affects its surface and temperature. In no part of the 
summer is the glacier * actually frozen to its lateral walls ; the 
difference, then, must be due to the action of the earth's heat, 
ii^gradually melting away the irregularities of the interior 
surface of the ice, in contact with the rocky bed on which it 
reposes. I have already said, that I consMer such an influ- 
ence of the proper heat of the earth to be distinctly included 
in De Saussure's theory, as it has been stated by himself, and 
understood by his successors.* It was, however, suggested to 
me very distinctly by M. Studer last summer, as not incon- 
sistent with a motion by gravity without acceleration ; and I 
admit the ingenuity of the thought, which, as it will be seen 
in the sequel, 1 am disposed to aflow, may be one fvag of gla- 
cier motion, though not exactly the cause of it. The same 
thought was afterwards suggested to me by Sir John Her- 
schel, and more lately I have seen it stated, that Mr Hopkins 

• Any one who carefully reads I)e Saussure's § 535 in connection with § 633, 
will be convinced that he gives all due weight (we should be inclined to say 
more than due weight) to the effects of subterranean boat in detaMng the ice 
from it8*bed, lubricating it on its bed, and even elevoMng it over obstades by the 
hydrostatic pressure of £>niined water. 



Professor Forbes on the Leading Phenomena of Glaciers. 229 

of Cambridge, the author of an ingenious pamphlet on the 
theory of glacier motion, has illustrated it by experiment.'* 
But this is an effect which must remain nearly the same at all 
seasons, being due to the constant flow of heat from the interior. 

5. The flow of heat from the interior is so very trifling that 
it may be doubted whether it is adequate to pro4uce the par- 
ticular effect of wearing off the prominences of the descending 
ice, or of moulding it to the form of the channel. In order to 
do so to any effectual extent, it would be necessary that pro- 
minences of many feet or yards in extent should be melted 
away in a moderately short space of time. Now, what is the 
fact 1 M. de Beaumont has estimated, t by the theory of Fou- 
rier, from the observations of Arago on the earth’s tempera- 
ture, that the quantity of central heat which reaches the sur- 
face of the earth, is capable of melting 6^ millimetres of ice, 
or exactly a quarter of an English inch in the space of a year. 
Now, even admitting (as I think we may), that if the surface 
of the earth were covered with ice, the flow of heat would be 
somewhat greater ; still it must be admitted to be incapable of 
disposing of portions of ice insignificant compared to the in- 
equalities which oppose its downward progress. 

6. This small quantity of heat is not always applied (as Pro- 
fessor BischoffJ and M. Elie de Beaumont have justly remark- 
ed) to melt the ic<>of glaciers. Below 32® it will simply tend 
to raise the temperature of the ice in contact with the soil, 
and powerfully adhering to it. The almost pendant glaciers 
of the second order, which are seen only at great heights, 
those, for instance,' on the precipices of the Mont Mallet, must 
remain permanently frozen to the rock. Nevertheless, they do 
actually descend over it, for they continually break off in fresh 
avalanches. This is a fact •which neither the theory of dila- 
tation nor that of gravity, as commonly stated, is capable of 
explaining. 


* Since writing the above I have been indebted to Mr Hopkins for a farther 
statement of his views. 

t AnnaUs des Scieneea Geohgique$, par 1842. 

J Wdrtnelehre, p. 101, &c. 



230 Professor Forbes an the Leading Phenomena of Olaciers. 

After the detailed though scattered deductions which have 
been made in the course of this work, from observations on 
the Movement and Structure of Glaciers, as to the cause of 
these phenomena, little remains to be done but to gather to- 
gether the fragments of a theory for which I have endeavoured 
gradually to^ prepare the reader, and by stating it in a some- 
what more connected and precise form, whilst I shall no doubt 
make its incompleteness more apparent, I may also hope that 
the candid reader will find a general consistency in the whole, 
which, if it does not command his unhesitating assent to the 
theory proposed, may induce lilm to consider it as not unwor- 
thy of being farther entertained. 

My theory of glacier Motion then is this : — A glacier is 
AN IMPERFECT FLUID, OR A VISCOUS BODY. WHICH JS URGED 
DOWN SLOPES OF A CERTAIN INCLINATION BY THE MUTUAL 
PRESSURE OP ITS PARTS. 

The sort of consistency to which wo refer may be illustra- 
ted by that of a moderately thick mortar, or of the contents of 
a tar-barrel, poured into a sloping channel. Either of these 
substances, without actually assuming a level surface, will tend 
to do so. They will descend with difieront degrees of velocity, 
depending on the pressure to whicji they are respectively sub- 
jected, — the friction occasioned by the nature of the channel 
or surface over which they move, — and tlfe viscosity^ or mu- 
tual adhesiveness, of the particles of the semifluid, which pre- 
VLUits each from taking its own course, but subjects all to a 
mutual constraint. To determine completely the motion of 
such a semifluid is a most arduous, or rather, in our present 
state of knowledge, an impracticable investigation. Instead, 
therefore, of aiming at a cumbrous mathematical precision, 
where the first data required for (falculation are themselves un- 
known with any kind of numcricar exactness, I shall endeavour to 
keep generally in view such plain mechanical principles as are, 
for the most part, suflicient to enable us to judge of the com- 
parability of the facts of Glacier motion with the conditions of 
viscous or semifluid substances. ^ 

^ That Glaciers are seniifluids is not an absurdity. 

Thy quantity of viscidity, or imperfect mobllifcy in the par- 
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ticlus of fluids, may have every conceivable variation ; the ex- 
tremes are perfect fluidity on the one hand, and perfect rigi- 
dity on the other. A good example is seen in the process of 
consolidation of common plaster of Paris, which, from a con- 
sistency not thicker than that of milk, gradually assumes the 
solid state, through every possible^ intermediate gradation. 
Even water is not quite mobile ; it does not run through ca- 
pillary tubes ; and a certain inclination or fall is necessary ti^ 
make it flow. This may bo roughly taken as an index of the 
quality of viscidity in a body. Water will run freely on a 
slope of 6 inches in a mile, or a fall of 1-10,000 part,"^ another 
fluid might require a fall of 1 in 1000 ; whilst many bodies 
may bo heaped up to an angle of several degrees before their 
parts begin to slide over one another. 

Thus, a substance apparently solid may, under great pres- 
sure, begin to yield ; yet that yielding, or sliding of the parts 
over one another, may be quite imperceptible upon the small 
scale, or under any but enormous pressure. A column of the 
body itself is the source of the pressure of which we have now 
to speak. 

Even if the ice of glaciers Were adrniltod to bo of a nature 
perfectly inflexible, so far as >ve can make any attempt to bend 
it by artificial force, it would not at all follow that such ice is 
rigid, when it is acted on by a column of its own material se- 
veral hundred feet in height. Pure fluid pressure, or what is 
commonly called hydrostatical pressure, depends not at all for 
its energy upon the slope of the fluid, but merely upon the 
difference of level of the two connected parts or ends of the 
mass under consideration. If the body be only semifluid, this 
will no longer be the case ; at least the pressure communica*' 
ted from one portion (say of a sloping canal) to the other, will 
not bo the whole pressure of a vertical column of the material, 
equal in height to the difference of level of the parts of the 
fluid considered ; the consistency or mutual supi)ort of the parts 
opposes a certain resistance to the pressure, and prevents its 
indefinite transmission. It must bo recollected, that, in the 

* According to Dubuat (HydrauUquo, tom. i., p. C4. Edit. 1816) at q 

groat deal lower ; N«t its exact value does not now concarn us. 
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case of glaciers, the pressing columns are enormous, the of igin 
and termination of many of Uie largest having not less than 
4000 feet of difference of level ; were they, therefore, perfect- 
ly fluid, or suddenly converted into water, the lower end would 
begin to move with the enormous velocity of 506 feet a second, 
or would nyjve over 44 milliom of feet in 24 hours. Now, the 
velocity of the Mcr de Glace is only about 2 feet in that time, 
^ difference so enormous that the fluidity of a glacier com- 
pared to water will not appear so preposterous as it might at 
first sight do, considering the small degree of transmitted pres- 
sure required to be effectual. 

Again, it has been attempted to shew that a glacier is not 
coherent ice, but is a granular compound of ice and water, 
possessing, under certain circumstances, especially when much 
saturated with moisture, a rude flexibility sensible even to the 
hand. 

Farther, it has been shewn that the glacier does fall to- 
gether and choke its own crevasses with its plastic substance. 

When a glacier passes from a narrow gorge into a wide val- 
ley, it spreads itself, in accommodation to its new circumstan- 
ces, as a viscous substance would do, and when embayed be- 
tween rocks, it finds its outlet through a narrower channel than 
that by which it entered. This remarkable feature of Glacier 
Motion, already several tipies adverted to, hud not been brought 
prominently forward, until stated by M. Rendu, now Bishop 
of Annecy, who has described it very clearly in these words, 
— “ II y St une foule de faits qui sembleraient faire croire que 
la substance des glaciers jouit d'^une espece de ductility qui lui 
permet de se modeler sur la localite qu'^elle occupe, de s’amincir, 
de se r^treeir, et de s’etendre, comme le ferait une p&te molle. 
Cependant, quand on agit sur ifn morceau de glace, qu’on le 
frappe, on lui trouve une rigidite qui est en apposition directe 
aveo les apparences dont nous venons de parlor. Peut-fetre 
que les experiences faites sur de plus grandes masses donne- 
raient d’autres r^sultats/’* 



* Theorie des Glaciers de la Savoie, p. 84. Whilst T am anxious to shew how 
fhr the ^sagacious views of M. Rendu coincide with, es they also preceded roy own, 
it is fair to mention, t]&at all my experiments were made, imd indeed by far the 
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I'Tow, it is by observations on the glacier itself that we can 
best make experiments on great masses of ice, as here sug- 
gested. 

The Motion of a Glacier resembles that of a Viscous Fluid, 

All experimental philosophers are agreed as to the facts, that 
a fluid like water, heavy and slightly viscid^ moves down an 
inclined plane or canal, with a velocity which varies according 
to the slope, and which varies also from point to point of the 
section of the stream. The part of the stream which moves 
fastest is the surface, and especially the central part of the 
surface. The velocity of motion dimiiiishes on the surface 
from the centre to the sides, and from the surface towards the 
bottom. 

The cause* of these variations is admitted to be the friction 
of the sides and bottom of the canal or bed, which retards the 
fluid particles immediately in contact with them, and the ad- 
hesion of these particles to their neighbours, that is, their vis- 
cosity^ communicates this retardation by certain gradations, 
which are not correctly known, to the interior mass of the 
fluid. Hence, — 

I. The centre and top of the stream move faster than the 
sides and bottom, especially if the friction of the fluid particles 
over one another he less than their friction against the sides of 
the canal. If this be not the case — if the friction of the con- 
tained mass against the containing or supporting walls be less 
than the friction which exists amongst its own particles, the 
mass will slide out of its bed^ and will so far act as a solid body. 
If it have a certain mobility amongst its own particles, it will, 
whilst sliding over its bed, alter, at the same time, the relative 
position of its own particles ; — it will move partly as a solid, 
partly as a fluid. We may then fairly call it a semifluid or a 
semisolid, 

II. From this it also evidently appears, that the greater the 
viscosity of t^ie fluid, the farther will the lateral and funda- 


groater part of the present volume was written, before I succeeded in obtaming 
access to M. Rendu*s work, in the 10th volume of the Jkfemmn of the ASidemy of 
Chamhery, which^^we at length to the kindness of the right reverend agthor.> 
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mental retardations be communicated towards its centre, Snd 
the general velocity of the stream will be more nearly regu- 
lated by the limit of the mobility of its parts. 

III. In every case» the greatest variation of velocity of such 
a stream will take place near the sides and bottom, whilst the 
higher and the central parts will move most nearly together.* 

‘ The position of any particle moving with the mean velocity of 
’"iAe entire stream, has not, I believe, been determined ; but 
Dubuat has practically found this singularly simple result, that 
the velocity of the top and bottom of a stream being known, 
the mean velocity* of the entire stream is the arithmetical mean 
of these two velocities. 

IV. The difference of the velocities of a stream at the top 
and bottom, depends upon the actual velocity of the stream, 
and increases as that velocity increases. The rate of increase 
appears to be as the square root of the velocity, and is inde- 
pendent of the depth, t 

V. The velocity of the water in a stream increases with its 
declivity. If the bed of a river bo highly inclined, the water 
flows rapidly ; and again, if the embaying of a river by a strait 
accumulates the water above, there its declivity will bo dimi- 
nished. 

c 

VI. If any circumstance causes the viscosity or consistojicc 
of a fluid to vary, all these phenomena will vdry proportionally. 
Thus, warm water is less viscid than cold, and a vessel will bo 
sooner emptied through a narrow aperture the higher the tem- 
perature of the liquid, t 

Now, in all these respects, we have an exact analogy with 
the facts of motion of a glacier, as observed on the Mer do 
Glace. 

Firsts We have seen that the Centre of the glacier moves 
faster than the sides. We have not indeed extended the 


^ A slight consideration will shew, that this might naturally he anticipated, 
yet some eminent writers liave supposed the velocity to increase uniformly fi'om 
the bottotn to the surface of a stream. The doctrine of the text is fully confirmed 
by direct experiments upon the river Rhine, quoted in Mr Rennie's Report on 
TTijilraulkify Part II., Hritish As.'tociation Report, 1834, p. 407. 
t Ai-t. .37, 48, 65. t Tbid. Art. .3. 
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procfto the top and bottom of the ice-atream, for it seems 
difiRcult to make this experiment in a satisfactory manner. In 
the case of a glacier 600 feet deep, the upper hundred feet will 
move nearly uniformly, on the principles already mentioned ; 
hence, crevasses, formed from year to year, will not incline 
sensibly forwards on this account, especially as the action of 
trickling water is to maintain the verticality of the sides. I 
conceive that this is a perfectly sufficient answer to an objection^- 
which, at one time, I myself urged against the hypothesis of 
the glacier moving most rapidly. Of the fact, I entertain no 
iloubt, though I see much difficulty in obtaining a satisfactory 
proof of it. 

I have no doubt that glaciers slide over their beds, as well 
as that the particles of ico rub over one another, and change 
their mutual positions ; but I maintain, that the former motion 
is caused by the latter, and that the motion impressed by 
gravity upon the superficial and central parts of a glacier 
(especially near its lower end) pull the lateral and inferior 
parts along with them. One proof, if I mistake not, of such 
an action is, that a deep current of water will flow under a 
smaller declivity than a shallow one of the same fluid.* And 
this consideration derives no slight confirmation in its appli- 
cation to glaciers, from a circumstance mentioned by M. Elie 
do Beaumont, which is so true, that one wonders it has not 
been more insisted on, — ^namely, that a glacier, where it de- 
scends into a valley, is like a body pulled asunder or stretched, 
and not like a body forced on by superior pressure alone. 

Secondly, Wo have already seen how enormous would bo 
the velocity of a glacier if suddenly converted into a fluid, 
and how prodigious a force is absorbed, as it were, by the con- 
sistency or solidity of the ice. • The moderate, though marked 
difference, found between the lateral and central velocity of 

* It is well known that the mean hydraulic depth, or the ratio of the section 
of a stream to the perimeter of contact with its bed, is the most important element 
(together with the declivity) in determining its velocity, or the clfoctual moving 
force which acts upon it. Now, in the case of common friction, that of a solid 
body, neither the absolute nor the relative depth of the sliding body can have any 
influence in determining its motion. 
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a gl^er^is in conformity to the second pnnciple stated akovCf 
• that the retardation due to friction will be more completely 
d^t^buted over the whole section in prc^ortion as the matter 
is IcpB yielding. 

Thirdly ^ The chief variation of velocity is near the sides. 

Fourlhly^ We have found a most remarkable confirmation 
of Dubuat’s principlea that the amount of lateral retardation 
^afe^cpends upon the actual velocity of the stream under expe- 
riment ; whether we consider different points of the glagier, or 
the same point at different times. * 

Fifthly^ The i^ler, we have seen» like a stream, has its 
StiU pools and its rapids. Whore it is embayed by rocks, it 
accumulates — Ate decHmty diminiehee^, and its velocity at the 
same time ; — ^when it passes down a steep, or issues by a narrow 
outlet, its velocity increases. 

The central velocities of the lower, middle, and higher re- 
gions of the Mer de Glace are — 

1.398 .574 .925 

And if we divide the length of the glacier into itiitee parts, we 
shall find something like these numbers for its declivity f — 
15 " ‘ 8 " 

Lastly i When the semifluid ice inclines to solidity during a 
frost, its motion is checked ; if its fluidity is increased by a 
thaw, the motion is instantly accelerated, ks motion is greater 
in summer than in winter, because the fluidity is more com- 
plete at the former than at the latter time. The motion 
does not cease in winter, because the winter's cold penetrates 
the ice a^ it does the ground, only to a limited extent. It is 
greater in hot weather than in cold, because the sun's- heat, 
affords water to saturate the crevices : but the proportion of 
yelooity does not follow the proportion , of heat, because any 


* Une chose ^tonnante, e’est que ni la grandeur du lit, ni cello de la pente 
n’influent en rien sur le rapport des diffi^rentes vitesses dout nous parlons, tant 
<fue les vkewet nhoyennes re^tent le* mime* oia celle de lit surface est constanto. — 
DtTBUAT, Art. C6. 

t These numbers do not express the actual slopes at the points where the 
yelodties were measured, but the slope of the inferior, middle, and superior 
regions of the gleder. 
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oa%^je, such as the melting of a ooating of snow by a sudden 
thaw, as in the end of September 1842, produces the sipste 
effect as great heat would do. Also, whatever cause aecele-' 
rates the movement of the centre of the ice increM^s the differ* 
ence of central and lateral motion. 


The Veined Structure of the lee is a consegfuence ef 
Viscous Theory* 

We have now to complete what was partly said in Chapter 
VIII., where we endeavoured to illustrate the phenomena of 
the veined or ribboned structure of the ice, and to explain its 
cause. 

This structure we have seen to consist in the recurrence of 
alternations of blue and white, or compact and aerated ice in 
a glacier, resembling the veins in chalcedony, the parts, being 
thin and delicately subdivided. 

We have found that this structure has all the appearance 
of being due to the formation of fissures In the aerated ice or 
consolidated n^e, which fissures having been filled with water 
drained from the glacier, and frozen during winter, have pro- 
duced the compact blue bon^s. 

We have farther found that this ribboned structure fol- 
lows a very peculiar course in the interior of the ice, of which 
the general type is the appearance of a succession of oval 
waves on the surface, passing into hyperbolas with the greater 
axis directed along the glacier. That this structure is also 
developed throughout the thickness of a glacier, as well as 
from the centre to the side, and that the structural surfaces 
are twisted round in such a manner that the frontal dip^ as we 
have called it, of the veins, as exhibited on a vertical plane cut- 
ting the axis of a gla^er 
occurs at a small angle 
at its lower extremity, 
and increases rapidly as 
we advance towards the 

origin of the glacier, as jdiewn in the accompanying figure. 

VOL. XXXV, ^6* LXX.-^OCTOBER 1843. 
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W« have.*lw wjiwid^MdglMierB geiwnOly m of 
wbiob, b*v»f » pommoii ^truotu?®, yet exhibit it in differen 
forme or ^oatione. three gW ff””® 

turned the amih^hase^^ the oroA and the glaciers of the 
emd order. . The annexed figures (one of which has been 
already UBe4) shew by views with ideal sections ol such gla- 




ciers, tiie manner in' which the structural surfaces traverse the 
mass of the ice. The first figure shews the oonpidal stru^ 
ture of a glacier* of the oval kind. The seq^nd shews this 
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dniwn out, as it were, iato a* g)A(»eif: On the 

right hand, in the upper j^art of the <fi^re, a nnall glacier 
of the seeond order is dbeam* ^Itere it appsMs that its struo* 
ture consists of a series of superimposed shelly aearij parallel 
to the soil, which might easiljr be oonftninded with the annual 
layers of the n,. « 

All these structures I explain on the common principle of 
the difference of velocity of the higher and lower, as well as of 
the central and late »'‘>.rts c '* the ioe ; for wherever the parts 
of a stream, whether liquid or semi-solid, move with different' 
velocities, there must be a force applied to sepamte them ftom 
one another. 

fiat hear Dnbual, an eminent hydrostatical writer. Speak- 
ing of ordinary rivers, he says, *• La visoocit^ de l''-au ou I’ad- 
h^renoe que ses patticules ont re elles, ocoasionne nne re- 
sistance trcs-pcftito, mais fii-Ie, qui s’oppose "ans oesse d leur 
separation : or, U no pent y avoir de mouvementeunifonnp dans 
*'oau, sans que ses filets ne prennent diflUrentes vitesses, selon 
qu’ils sont plus ou moins proches de la paroi, qui retards et 
rende uniforme le movement de toute la masse. Cette in^ga- 
iit& do vitesses ne pent avoir lieu sans nne separation mutuelle 
des parties contiguSs. La yiseositi), ou, si Ton vent, la force 
avec laquelles ces parties s^attirent, s’oppose d. cette separa- 
tion ; il faut doUv q’un v ait conStammeut une puXtie de la 
force accdleratrice destmde d voincre cette resistance ; et 
lorsque la force acc6l^ratrice est .issez petite pour lui £tre 
seulement 4gale, le mouvemont doit cesser, quoique la pente 
soit fiuie. S'il existait un fluide dont les parties n’eussent 
auoune adherence entre elles, la plus petite pente possible 
suffirait pour lid imprimer un mouvemmit.; mius les dil^rents 
liquides connus ^prouvant plhs ou moins I’effet de la visoositfi^ 
la pente d laqudle ils ccmunencent d cooler est d'autant plus 
grande que Tadh^rence de kiurs parties les 41oigne moins de 
la nature des solides.’’* 


* Dvbvat,!. 68. 
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.From this wemight expect that 
we ahouEi bave a separation, of 
the too prides, .a . rupture or fis- 
sumg of the substiuice of. the 
glacier ev^ where* parallel to 
the rofflsUng walls or boit<»xi9 
produei&g a cross section, as in 
= the annexed figure. 

This is what actually takes place, and especially in glaciers 
of the second order, where the retardation being almost en- 
tirely due to the action of the bottom, the successive layers slip 
over one another with increasing velocity towards the surface. 

But the question arises, how does this action produce the 
fronted dip of the figure at page 237 1 Why does not the 
canal- shaped glacier present a series of trough-shaped layers, 
as in the figure above, whose bottom remains parallel to 
the bottom or bed of the glacier t The reason appears to 
be this. The fluid is urged on (in the centre of the gla- 
cier especially) by its own weight* It is falling down an 
inclined plane by the force of gravity. It is, however, pre* 
vented from moving by the intense friction of the whole 
of the lower part of the glacier upon its bed. If the gla- 
cier be solid, there can bo no motion, unless there be suffi- 
cient force to overcome this friction ; and ibis we have seen 
to be one great (and we think insurmountable) difficulty, both 
of the hypothesis of De Saussure and that of De Charpenticr. 
But the semifluid has another mode of progression, — the 
pressure may Hbt overcome the friction of . the bed, or else 
the fluid pressure at the lower end may be dragging the 
whole glacier over its bed, that is immaterial ; but any par- 
tiide in a fluid or semifluid mass^lirged by a force from above, 
does aoi necessarily move in the direction in which the force 
impels it, it moves diagmaU § ; forwards, in ccmsequence of the 
impulse ; upwards, in consequence of the resistance directly in 
front. Hence a series of surfaces of separation jdiaped (to use 
familiar iflustmtions) somewhat like the mouth of a coal-scut- 
'^^^ ofasugar-scpoop* will rise towm'ds the surface, varied 
^ature by the law of velocity of the diffcarent layers of 
^’er. Neaif the head or origin of thS^ glacier, where 
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tho resistance in front is enorinous^ the tendeaicy of the 
tion planes, which are those of Apparent will be very 

highly inclined. As the lower end of the glaner is approached, 
the resistance continuaQy diminishes, the Kne'of least resi^- 
aiice becomes more and more nearly horhinttidi ; and finally, 
when the lower end of the glacier is reached, thp. planes fall' 
away altogether, and the upper layers roll over the lower ones,' 
now wholly unsupported. Such we have seen to ba the aetoid' 
phenomena of the Mer de Glace. . 

Imagine a long narrow trough or canid stopped at both 
ends, and filled to ^a considerable depth with treacle, honey,' 
tar, or any such viscid fluid. Imagine one end of the trough 
to give way, the bottom still remaining horizontal, if the fric- 
tion of the fluid against the bottom be greater than the friction 
against its own particles, the upper strata will roll Ovot the' 
lower ones, and protrude in a convex slope, which will be pro- 
pagated backwards towards the other or dosed end of the 
trough. Had the matter been quite fluid, the whole would 
have run out and spread itself on a level ; aa it is, it assumes 
precisely the conditions which wo suppose to exist in a glacier. 
The greatest disturbance or maximum separation of the parts 
takes place at the lower end, mad there (the retardation at 
the sides being proportional to the absolute velocity) the sepa- 
ration will be mdrt violent, and 
the loops on the surface will be 
most elongated. Near' the origin 
the declivity is less, and the loops 
are more transverse. This is true 
of the glacier. 

Now, let the trough be a little inclined, so as to aid- the 
gravitating force derived frdln the mere depth of the fluid. 
Each particle wilLbc urged on by a force due -to the skpe^' 
diminished by tile resistances opposed to it. The partu^ 
near the lower termination of the stream have no resistdnoes, 
except their attaclunent to those behind themi th^ thmreforo 
roll straight on i but those in theinid<fie of the j^cimr wfll' 
easier rtuse the weight ^ a certain superinoumbent rtratoat 
of ice, than pui^ thomitire glacier before them ; they may do 
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part of both, but will uudoubtedly rinO towards l^e surface, 
egfA thua upme^rde and fomwdn over the particles im« 
mediately in advance. 

Though 1 am not aware that this form of fluid motion has 
been pointed ont, its existence is scarcely to be doubted from 
very ordinary mecbanical ooninderations, and several obvious 
phenomena also indicate it* Thus, such a visoid stream as 
mn have supposed, be it tar, mortar, treacle, glue* plaster of 
Paris, slag, or cast metal, inmriaUy presents wrmklce^ or 
ourvilinear arrangements of the floating matter, accompanied 
by a cruntpling or inequality of the surface. These inequali- 
ties, these lines indicative of motion, which were the very first 
indicatioiis which led me, when studying the dirt bands,’’ 
to discover their nature, must be due to inequcdity of motion, 
and to no other cause. It is vain to look for any original 
linear or tabular arrangement of the particles when a fluid 
is poured from a ladle into a sloping channel, and afterwards 
becomes modified into the curves we have described. In the 
scum or froth on a sluggish current of water, there was no 
original arrangement of particles transverse to the stream, 
which has become de/orfned into the elongated loops in which 
the bubbles arrange themselves, as it wore spontaneously, 
during their progress. These curves are the direct result of the 
unequal mutual pressures of the particles ; Ubd the whole phe- 
nomena, in the case of any of the semifluids 1 have mentioned, 
are such as — combined with the evidence which I have given, 
that the motion of a glacier is actually such as I have described 
that of a viscid fluid to be — can leave, I think, no reasonable 
doubt, that the crevices formed by the forced separation qf a 
half rigid mctss, mhose parts are eompeHed to move with differ- 
ent velocities^ becoming infiltrated with water^ and frozen 
during winter^ produce the bands which we have described.^ 


* The wave-like figures of floating matter on a sluggish surfhce are not at all 
to be confimnded with the actual direction of motion of the fiuld particles. They 
are ounree of diffzrenliai vdacky merely, and are always most peieeptihle near 
the sides of the stream, where the variations of velocity are greatest. A stream, 
like a mill-roco, covered with saw-dust, wiU shew these linear markings inclin- 
ing towa^ the centre the stream ; but the motion of floating body, as a 
bit 'of coft'k, is sensibly parallel to the sides. I have proved the same thing by 
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7 have sueoeded in iUnstrating thk theory by ocmsIxuctiDg 
models of a viseid material (a mtxtnre of plaqtat and glue, 
which does not set readily), poured down iiregalar channels* 


tuituidly performing the experiment flugge«ted in the tent, eiC |K>«ring plaster of 
Paris and glim into a narrow rectangular box^ and sluicing it up by abit of wood, 
removable at pleasure. The surface of the viscid mass was theh strewed, whilst 
level, with a coloured powder, and the sluice withdrawn. The liquid flowed exi' 
actly as I have described, and the colouring matter was drawn out into threads, 
precisely resembling, on a minute scale, in delicacy and continuity, the veined 
appearance of the glacier enrfuce. The explanation appears to be this ;'^that 
the velocity of the central strata tends to pull the lateral strata towards the centre, 
as well as parallel to the length of the glacier ; this produces a slight lateral as 
well OB longitudinal discontinuity, for the actual motion of the side strata towards 
the centre is exceedingly small, and (as the phenomena of moraines tell us, which 
act like the floating cork in the experiment above described) does not sensibly dis- 
turb the parallelism of motion of the parts of the ice. In short, the internal 
movements are of an order so inferior to the general movement of the stream, that 
they may probably be left out of account in describing the genend movement, al- 
though by the Assured structure which they induce, they have suifleient evidence 
of their existence. i3ut if the slope and consequent hydrostatic pressure be great, 
the movement towards the centte merp, as supposed in the text, be of on order to 
modify appreciably the direction of movement of a particle. In on ordinary 
liquid like water, the direction of the ripple marine, occasioned by the friction 
of a stream in proceeding from a wider to a narrower channel, is an example of 
the same thing, namely, lines of maximum mutual friction of the partidea against 
one another. They converge rapidfy towards the centre of the stream, whilst the 
motion of the fluid, indicated by a floating body, deviates but little from the direc- 
tion of the axis of the channel. 

The same view, mutatfs nmtandis, explains the frontal dip and conchoidal form 
of the bands between the top and bottom of the glacier. There is here also a drag 
acting from the upper to the lower strata, and Assures are produced in consequence 
of the sluggish lower strata refusing to follow the swifter upper ones. This may 
also be a quantity of on order so inferior to the actual rate of motion of the ice, 
as to make It inappreciable by direct experiment. 

The experiment, on a model described in this note, is more strietly anidogous 
to the glacier phenomena, than those «f a more striking kind described in the next 
page, where the succession of colours naturally gives to tlie mind the impres- 
sion of a primitive structure near the origii|, of the glader, u hidi is mechanically 
deformed into these conchoidal surfaces. They strikingly recall, however, this 
important foct, that the direction of maximum distension of the particles must be, 
not parallel to the length of the glacier, but in the direction of the branches of 
these elongated loops, since their elongation is the simple result of t)ie mechani- 
cal tension to which they ore subjected ; hence, a motion in parallel directions, 
with uneqml velocities, of a series of unorganized particles, confusedly arranged, 
must induce a mutual l^iesr distension in a direoiion inclined to their ^eal mo- 
tions ; aiid this being unequal for adjacent portions, indices the delicately fibreus 
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pi^ of both, but will undoubtedly rise towards the surface, 
OUd thus eKA upiemtd^ and fomarde over th^ particles im^ 
mediate^ in advance. 

Though I am not aware that this ftnm fluid motion lias 
been pointed out, its existence is scarcely to be doubted from 
vei^ ordinary mcchanioal conriderations, and several obvious 
phenomena also indicate it. Thus, such a viscid stream as 
me have supposed, be it tar, mortar, treacle, glue> plaster of 
Paris, riag, or oast meted, inmriabl^ presents wrinkles^ or 
curvilinear arrangements of the floating matter, accompanied 
by a crumpling or inequality of the surface. These inequali- 
ties, these lines indicative of motion, which were the very first 
indioatioiis vdiioh led me, when studying the dirt bands,” 
to discover their nature, must be due to inequality of motion, 
and to no other oause. It is vain to look for any original 
linear or tabular arrangement of the particles when a fluid 
is poured from a ladle into a sloping ohannel, and afterwards 
becomes mcKlified into the curves wo have described. In the 
scum or froth on a sluggish current of water, there was no 
original arrangement of particles transverse to the stream, 
which has become defirmed into the elongated loops in which 
tile babbles arrange themselves, as it were spontaneously, 
during their progress. These curves are the direct result of the 
unequal mutual pressures of the particles ; cftid the whole phe- 
nomena, in the case of any of the somifluids 1 have mentioned, 
are such as — combined with the evidence which I have given, 
that the motion of a glacier is actually such as I have described 
that of a viscid fluid to bo — can leave, I think, no reasonable 
doubt, that the crevices farmed by the forced separation of a 
half riyid mass^ whose par(s are compelled to move with differ- 
ent velocities^ becominy infiltrated with water^ and frozen 
duriny winter^ produce the bands which we have described,* 


* The wave-like figures of floating matter on a sluggish surface are not at all 
t6 be coufettuded with the actual direction of motion of the fluid particleB. They 
are curyea of 4l^0renSicU velocity merely, apd are idwi^s most perceptible near 
the sidee of the stream, where the variations of velocity are greatest. A streaxu, 
like a mill-race, covered with saw-dust, will shew these linear markings inclin- 
isg towa:^ the centre of the stream ; but the m'otibn of anji floating body, as a 
bit'of cot'k, is sensibly pandlel to the sides. I have proved the same thing by 
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1 have Aooeeded in illustoating th» theory by .eoastme ting 
models of a viseid material (a mixtBre .of plaitw and glue, 
which does not set readily), poured down irr^folw ebaimelsi 


^tually peFfi>rming the 6xperime4t suggefted in the test* tff ^^^onving plaBter of 
Paris and glue into a narrow rectangular box, and sluicing it up by a bit of wood, 
removable at pleaswe. The surface of the viscid maas was theffi strewed, whilst 
level, with a coloured powder, and the sluice withdrawn. The liquid flowed ex*- 
actly as I have described, and the colouring matter was drawn out into threads, 
precisely resembling, on a minute scale, in delicacy and continuity, the veined 
appearance of the glacier surface. The explanation appears to be this ; — ^that 
the velocity of the central strata tends to pull the lateral strata towards the centre, 
as well as parallel to the length of the glacier ; this produces a slight lateral as 
well as longitudinal discontinuity, for the actual motion of the side strata towards 
the centre is exceedingly small, and (as the phenomena of moraines tell us, which 
act like the floating cork in the experiment above described) does not sensibly dis- 
turb the parallelism of motion of the parts of the ice. In short, the internal 
movements are of an order so inferior to the general movement of the stream, that 
they may probably be left out of account in describing the general movement, al- 
though by the fissured structure which they induce, they have sufficient evidence 
of their existence. But if the slope and consequent hydrostatic pressure be great, 
the movement towai'ds the contte map, as supposed in the text, be of an order to 
modify appreciably the direction of movement of a particle. In an ordinary 
liquid like water, the direction of the ripple marl^s, occasioned by the friction 
of a stream in proceeding from a wider to a narrower channel, is an example of 
the same thing, namely, lines of maximum mutual friction of the particles against 
one another. They converge rapidiy towards the centre of the stream, whilst the 
motion of the fluid, indited by a floating body, deviates but little from the direc- 
tion of the axis of the channel. 

The same view, mutatia mutandiSf explains the frontal dip and conchoidal form 
of the bands between the top and bottom of the glacier. There is here also a drap 
acting from the upper to the lower strata, and fissures are produced in consequence 
of the sluggish lower strata refusing to follow the swifter upper ones. This may 
also be a quantity of an order so inferior to the actual rate of motion of the ice, 
as to make it inappreciable by direct experiment. 

The experiment, on a model described in thle note^ is more strictly analogous 
to the glacier phenomena, than those of a more striking kind described in the next 
page, where the succession of colours naturally gives to the mind the impres- 
sion of a primitive structure near the origin of the glacier, v hich is riechanically 
deformed into these conchoidal surfaces. They strikingly recall, however, ibis 
important fhet, that the direction of maximum distension of the particles must be, 
not parallel to the length of the glacier, but in the direction of the biunches of 
these elongated loops, since their elongation is the simple result of the mechani- 
cal tension to which they ore subjected ; hence, a motion in parallel directions, 
with unequal velocities, of a series of unoxganized particles, confusedly arranged, 
must induce a mutual linear distension in a direction inclined to their %eal mo- 
tions ; and this being unequal for adjacent portions, inddees the delicately fibvpus 
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Vf|^i^p»iitiiig Alpioe 3mlley8. lo ord^ . to 'bra^ the motions 
better, I coniposed the atreame of alternate doaea of white and 
bJiie ^xiidi poured in suoceaaively. I have . had a great number 
of a^eh 4raqperimenta made^ The reaulta have been preaerved, 
aipd aei^ona pgide of themi^whioh.I exhibited to the Boyal 
l^iety of EcUnburgh in March 1843» and deaoribed in their 
l^roeeedinga!' It may aafely be stated, that the results of arti- 
%»al sections of many of these experimental modds, were not 
to be diatingoished from the glacier seotiona transmitted by 
me from Geneva six months before, as Ihe results of my ob- 
servations, which are reprinted from the original woodcuts in 
pages 237) 240, and 241. I subjoin a figure of one of the 
experimental models of a viscid fluid, which has been sopa- 

ritfuf hf a mod^ shewing the curvet generated C eapirSindtaallffJ hg the metion of a viseom 

fitdd. 



arrangement of the powder on the surface of the plaster model, and the lamellar 
arrangement of the ioe in the Interior of the glacier. 

The least distance which can ever exist between a tide and a eetOred particle of 
a Canal-eMped glacier, is half the bresRith of the glacier. But the unequal motion 
of the ctntre and sides tends continuaU;^ to separate thein wider apart, and to 
distend the row of particles which connects them. The stractnral ^bands are, 
the^ore, perpen^Sctilar to the line of greatest tendon, and hence crevasses will 
naturally occur, crossing the structure at right angles ^ which I have found empiri- 
cally to be the esae. In pursuance of this principle the orevasses in an oval 
glacier ore radiseting ones ; those of a canal-ehaped glader must be slightly convex 
upwards, and this is perSactly confirmed by the breVtHSeid appearance which the 
models described at the commencdnent of tbie note present. They are fissured 
In .a dlreedon exactly perpendicular id the utrim t^ibe pb#dbred surfiice, 
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rated fnnn tiie bed in adiieh ii tvaa nm, and divided in ae ta 
ebew its varioue aeotiwig. ^ . 

It was objeoted by M. Agasidz* to tliis theoi^ of tbe Veins, 
that were it true, so soon as tVro glaeiem united; th^'would 
each lose their indivklndl stmotuie, and haveNi^llle loo{w duo 

to the union of their streams, whereas his obswvations led 

# 

him to oonolude, that the loops of two umted glaciers remain 
distinct. Now, in the first place, I reply, that, thdngh t^ 
distinct structure of the double stream is maintained for a 
time, it is always finally worn but if the glacier be long enough, 
and the structure then forms single loops, cutting at an angle 
the medial moraine of the two glaciers ; and, secondly, I 


* Proceedings of the Ashmolean Society ; Atkcnceum Journal, February 184^. 
In this communication, M. Agassiz confirms my observation of the dirt-bands 
adopts the name of “ annual rings’* (Edtn. New PhiL Journal, October 1842), and 
endeavours to prove the conformity of their intei*val8 to the actual motion of 
the glacier of the Aar, as I had already done on the Mer de Glace. M. Agassiz 
still insists, that glaciers are strcaijied^ and he distinguishes these strata, as he calls 
the annual rings, from the proper veined structure of the ice. Having main- 
tained, in all his earlier writings, that a glaGie]^ is horizontally stratified through- 
out its whole extent (Etudes, page 40), he now adoj^ts my figure at page 237 of 
this article, for the lower end of his glacier, and connects it with the n4v6, by 
a convenient series of interposed strata, first rising, and then falling, as represented 
in the annexed cut, which U accurately copied ftom the original in Leonhard and 



Bronn’s Journal, 1843, Hefb 1« I can only simply, but distinctly, deny the re- 
semblance to nature of this scheme, and reiterate the observation already several 
times made in this work, that the Btn|pt\tre of a glacier is, and must be ihrmed in 
the glacier Itsrif, not in the n4v4, fiwm which It is often separated by an ieo-ialU 
which has ground thoAntsgravd paru of the nkui to powder, as in the Glacier of La 
Brenva, the Glacier of Mtage, the Glacier of TMfre, and of Allalein, with many 
others. Not to .mention the section of the Glacier of Mocugoaga, where the two 
structures are seen at once, and perpendicular to each other. 

. Yet more extraordinary is the^ assumption made by M. Agassiz, in order to 
account for this supposed pre^ngp^on of the beds of the n4ve into the in^or 
glacier. In order to e:i^ain the alternate rise and fallpf the strata, he 
that, near the origin of the glacier, the ice in contact with the bed nm^s faster 
than at the suriace, but eveiywhere else tAsmw l ^ . 
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maiiitain that this is precisely what^ a seniiflaid body might 
be expected to "do. For the struotwe near the centre is 
always imperfectly developed, exactly because there the dif- 
ferential vaotion is leasts I mean, that there is least discon- 
tinuity of parts, because tl^ llrtooity is nearly the same through- 
eht a eon8i<|erable space and if two glaciers unite, and move 
tolerably uniformly together, they will preserve, for a long way, 
^e etruoture which they had already acquired, before the 
new one (representing a dngle united stream) is superinduced 
upon it. Now this is exactly what takes place ai the union 
of the glaciers of L6ohaud and G6ant, — of the two branches of 
the G-laoier of Tal&fre, and of the Glacier of La Noiro and Le 
Geant, all of which, originally double in structure, finally be- 
come single, and cut the separating moraine at an angle. 
But I appealed here also to experiment, and found, that by 
pouring double streams of viscid plaster down a single channel, 
the separate forms were ver^ slowly worn out indeed, and per- 
petuated far beyond the point of union of the streams. Thus 
the proposed objection became a strong confirmation of my 
theory. One of these models, also shewn to the Boyal Society, 
is represmted in the annexed figure. 

Vitw of a models Shewing the effect of the untotl of two ut/ream* on the motion of a viscid 



The illustrations now given will, it is hoped, shew that there 
is a stfiking conformity between the facts ofjnotion and the 
facts of structure in a glacier, and that the two, mutually sup- 
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porting and confirming one another» lend strong countenance 
to a theory which includes both. It would he Tcoy easy to 
enlarge upon and multiply these iSnstrationa and oohioidenoes, 
but 1 am satisfied that I have sasd enough to put the intelli- 
gent reader in possession of the.;itr 0 ^ points of the theory, 
whilst to many this chapter will appeasr already tro long, A 
few circumstances which have not been insisted on,. iq>poared 
in the letters to Professor Jameson, published in the Edi^ 
burgh New Philosophical Journal, October 1842, and January 
1843. 


The idea of comparing a glacier to a river is any thing but 
new, and 1 would not be supposed to claim that comparison 
or analogy as an original one. Something very like the concep- 
tion of fluid motion seems to have been in the minds of several 
writers, although I was not aware of it at the time that 1 
made my theory. In particular, M. Rendu, whose mechanical 
views are in many respects more precise than those of his pre- 
decessors or contemporaries, speaks of ** glaciers d’ecoulement^ 
as distinct from ** glaciers reservoirs;’’ and in the quotation 
at the head of this chapter, he evidently contemplates tiie pos- 
ability of the mutual pressures of the parts overcoming the 
rigidity.* He is the only writer of the glacier school who has 
insisted upon the jftastioity of the ice, shewn by moulding it- 
self to the endlessly varying form and section of its bed, and 
he is also opposed to his leading contemporaries in his conjec- 
ture that the centre of the ice-stream would be found to 
move fastest. But M. Rendu has the candour not to treat his 
ingenious speculations as leading to any certain'' result, not 
being founded on experiments worthy of confidence. “ The 
fact of the motion exists,’’ he*says — “ the progression of gla- 
ciers is demonstrated ; but the manner of it is entirely unknown. 
Perhaps by long observations and well made experiments on 
ice and snow, we may be able to apprehend it, hut these first 
elements are stiU wantingy\ 


* See also page 107 of his work for a comparison betwteen a glacier and a 
river. 

t “ lie fait du molwement eziste, la progression dos Glaciers est d^montr^o ; 
mais le mods est enti^rement inconnu. Peat*dtre avec de longues obsermtionS, 
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X feel bound also to quote the sigmficant exprossions <oS. 
Captain Hall> pointing to the conception a aemifluid glacier. 
“ When successive layers of snow/’ he Bay% cpealcing of the 
Glacier de Mioge, “ often ^eral hundreds of feet in thickness, 
come to be. melted by and by the innumerable torrents 

which are poured upon them from every side, to say nothing 
of ^e Xteavy rains of summer, they form a mass, not liquid 
hideed, but such as has a tendency to move down the highly 
iijoliaed faces oft which they lie, every part of which is not 
<mly well lubricated by running streams resulting from the melt- 
ing snows on every side, but has been well polished by the 
friction of ages of antecedent glaciers. Every summer a cer- 
tain but very slow advance is made by those huge, sluggish, 
idpshy, half-snowy, half-icy accumulations.”* It is' plain, I 
think, that the author had an idea that liquid pressure might 
drag a mass over its rocky bed, which would not move upon 
it as a solid. 

But such speculations could not pass into a theory, until 
supported by the definite facts of which M. Rendu deplores the 
want. 1 too, like my predecessors, though independently of 
them, had compared the movement of glaciers to that of a duc- 
tile plastic mass, in 1841, wheu I spoke of the Glacier of the 
Rhone as “ spreading itself out much as a pailful of thickish 
mortar would do in like ciroumstanoos,’’t and again, when I 
likened the motion of glaciers to that of a great river, or of a 
lava stream.^ But I knew very well that such analogies had 
no claim to found a theory. I knew that the onus of the 
proof lay with the theorist, — (1.) To shew that (contrary to 
the then received opinion) the centre of a gladfor moves fittest ; 


e 

(ties eX|)4rience8 Men faitey sor la glace et la nelge viendro-t-on k bout de le saisir : 
ihaifl bee premiers 4Mments nous manqnent encore^” — ^keerte de» Glaciers, p. 90. 

♦ Patchwork,** vol. i., p 104, et seq. The whole passage, which is too long 
to quote, gives an admirable picture of the glacier world, 
t Ed, ifew PkU, Jaamal, January 1842. 

i Edinhwrgh Review, April 1842, p. 54. Both these articles were, written in 
1841. 
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and, *(2.) to' prove from direct exi>eriinent that the matter of 
a glader is pla^o mi a' great scale, a fact vihich seems so re- 
pugnant to first impreBsions‘'as lately to have been firged in a 
most respectable quarter,* as ren^hrfog the doctrine of semi- 
fluid motion untenable. No one%a#a zi^ to mhintfun the 
theory of fluid motion as more than a oonjectufe, untfl at 
least these preliminary obstacles were removed by ^rect ob- 
servations. 

These observations have been made, and the result is the 
viscous or plastic theory of ^aciers, as depending essentially 
on the three following classes of facts, all of which were ascer- 
tained for the first time by observations in 1842, of which the 
proofs are contained in this work. 

1. That the different portions of any transverse section of a 
glacier move with varying velocities, and fastest in the centre. 

2. That those circumstances which increase the flmditg of 
a glacier, — ^namely, heat and wet, — invariably accelerate its 
motion. 

8. That the structural surfaces occasioned by fissures which 
have traversed the interior of the ice, aqe also the surfaces of 
maximum tension in a semisolid or plastic mass, lying in an 
inclined channel. , 

There is only one other point to which I would invite atten- 
tion, and it is this. * We have noticed the enormous depression 
which the surface of the ico undergoes during the warmer 
months of the year. We may be sure that, in some manner 
or other, this is made up for during winter and spring. I al- 
ready suggested, in my fourth letter to Professor Jameson (Edin. 
New Phil. Journal, vol. xxxiv. p. 1), that this may be partly 
owing to the dilatation of the ice daring winter by the conge- 
lation of the water in its fissures, producing, at the some time, 
“ the veined structure.” The glacier is very far indeed from 
being frozen to the bottom in winter, for we have seen that 
physical principles are opposed to thi% os well as the fact that, 
the motion continues during all that period, shewing that a 


* Siiiiotliiique VnlvtrHll*, Jaxmrj 1843. 
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great portion of the iey mass is still plastic. It is, howeve^s ex4 
tremely probable that the congelation extends to a considera** 
ble deptii, and produces the usual effects of expansion. 1 thinks 
however, that the explanatiw, though correct so far as it goes, 
is inadeqiiate, and that the^iain cause of the restoration of the 
surfibce is ^e diminished fluidity of the glacier in cold weather, 
iK^ch retards (as y^e know) the motion of all its parts, but es* 
peciaUy of those parts which move most rapidly in summer* 
The disproportion of velocity throughout the length and 
breadth of the glacier is therefore less, the ice more pressed 
together, and less drawn asunder ; the crevasses are consoli-* 
dated, while the increased friction and viscosity causes the whole 
to swell, and especially the inferior parts, which are the most 
wasted. Such a hydrostatic pressure, likewise, tending to 
press the lower layers of ice upwards to the surface, may not 
be without its influence upon the (so-called) rejection of blocks 
and sand by the ice, and may even have some Connection with 
the recurrence of the “ dirt bands’' upon the surface of the 
glacier. But I forbear to enlarge upon what is only as yet to 
myself conjectural. 

I have no doubt, however, that the convex surface of the 
glacier (which resembles that of mercury in a barometer tube,) 
is due to this hydrostatic pressure acting upwards with most 
energy near the centre. It is the “ renhement” of Kendu, 
the ‘‘ surface bomb^e” of Agassiz, Exactly the contrary is 
the case in a river, where the centre is always lowest ; but that 
is on account of the extreme fluidity, so that the matter runs 
off faster than it can be supplied ; but in my plaster models,' 
this convexity, with its wrinkles and waves, was perfectly imi- 
tated. 

In its bearing on the theory df the former extension of the 
Swiss* glaciers, we find, that the doctrine of semifluid mo- 
tion leads us to this important conclusion,— that as large 
and deep rivers flow along a for smaller indination than «m% ll 
and diallow ones (a ciroumstance depending mainly upon the 
weight increasing with the section^ and the friction, in this 
particular case, with the line of contact with the channel), the 
moBt\3ertain analogy leads isi to the same {onclusion in the 



Professor Forbes on the Leadi^ Pl^emnma of Glaciers. 251 

case^of glaciers. We cannot, therefore, admit it to be any 
sufficient argument* against the extension of ancient glaciers to 
the Jura, for example* that they must have moved with a super- 
ficial slope of one degree, or, in s(^e parts, even of a half or a 
quarter of that amount* whilst tn^xisting glaciers the slope is 
seldom or never under 3°. The declivity requisite to insure a 
given velocity, bears a simple proportion to the dtmeneiona of 
a stream, A stream of twice the length, breadth, .and dep^ 
of another^ will fiow on a declivity half as great, and one of 
ten times the dimensions upon 1-lOth of the slope.t 

Poets and philosophers have delighted to compare the course 
of human life to that of a river ; perhaps a still apter simile 
might be found in the history of a glacier. Heaven-descended 
in its origin, it yet takes its mould and conformation from the 
hidden womb of the mountains which brought it forth. At 
first soft and ductile, it acquires a character and firmness of 
its own, as art inevitable destiny urges it on its onward career. 
Jostled and constrained by the crosses and inequalities of its 
proscribed path, hedged in by impassable barriers which fix 
limits to its movements, it yields groaning to its fate, and still 
travels forward seamed with the scars of many a conflict with 
opposing obstacles. All this while* although wasting, it is re- 
newed by an unseei^power, — it evaporates, but is not consumed. 
On its surface it bears the spoils which, during the progress 
of existence, it has made its own ; — often weighty burdens de- 
void of beauty or value, — at times precious masses, sparkling 
with gems or with ore. Having at length attained its greatest 
width and extension, commanding admiration by its beauty 
and power, waste predominates over supply ; the vital springs 
begin to fail ; it stoops into pn attitude of decrepitude ; — it 
drops the burdens, one by one, which it had borne so proudly 
aloft, — ^its dissolution is inevitable. But as it is resolved into 
its elements, it takes all at once, a new and livelier, and dis« 


* Elib de Beaumont, Jnnales dea Seiencea Gtologiquea par 1S42^. 

t XhiB results approximately from the fommlss of Dubuat and £y telwein,— the' 
velocity varies as the 8q,iifae coot of the i^ope, and as the quare root of the mean 
hydraulic depth. * ^ • 



262 Mr Hope on Wood Paving. 

■embarraaised fbrni ;-^froai ifae wreolc of its members it arises, 
another, ydt flie same,”— a noble, full-bodied, arrowy stream, 
whieb leaps, rejoicing over the obstacles which before had staid 
its progress, and hastens through fertile valleys towards a freer 
existence, and a final union *in the ocean with the boundless 
and the infi;riite. 


Abstract of a Paper on Wood-Paving. By D, T. Hope, Esq., 

F.R.S.S.A,, Civil Engineer, Liverpool. Communicated by 

the Royal Scottish Society of Arts.* 

The excellency of wood, as a material for paving, is now so 
generally admitted, that it may seem unnecessary to inquire 
into the advantages it possesses over stone-blocks or Macad- 
amization. 

And assuming the superiority of wood as sufficiently proved, 
by the rapid progress it has made in the public estimation, and 
the very favourable results of its varied applications in the 
most bustling thoroughfares in London, and some provincial 
towns in England, — the subject of inquiry may be usefully di- 
rected to the best position of the fibre of the wood, — its dura- 
bility and efficiency as a material for paviag, under wet, dry, 
and frosty weather ; and into the value oi animal power in 
draught on wood-pavement. 

The patentees of wood-paving are divided into two classes : 
one party for the fibre in a vertical position, — and the other 
party for the fibre at a particular angle. 

The general utility of the subject induced me to pay par- 
ticular attention to it for some years back ; and with the view 
of ascertaining the respective merits of the several descrip- 
tions of pavement and roadways, I made a variety of experi- 
ments on Macadamized roads and stone and wood pavements ; 
on wood with the fibre placed vertically, and at angles from 
vertical to horizontal. 


^ Bead Mbre ttui Royal Scottish Society of Arts, STth March 1841. 
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loathe experimenjts on wood paving (the resvdts of which I 
now submit), the blocks wore laid in the. best manner, on the 
same swt of concrete substratum, and on the same line of road ; 
so that all varieties had the same amount of teaffic, and the 
same attention paid to their almost daily examination, for the 
space of eighteen months. 

I. On tho Position of the Fibre. 

* 

It will quite unnecessary to notice the arguments that 
have been adduced to support the several systems in practical 
operation, being, under circumstances, such as locality and 
traffic, which prevent comparisons being accurately drawn. 
These I have, however, guarded against, and the measure- 
ments taken were not of single blocks but of many. 

1 may here^ remark, that 1 am decidedly of opinion that a 
superior concrete substratum is absolutely necessary, and an 
essential feature in the successful application of wood for pav- 
ing. 

A reference to the following tabic will shew the exact 
amount of wear which wood blocks, with tlie fibres varying by 
15 degrees from vertical to horizontal, sfistained for Ihe first, 
second, and third months, and each successive three months 
to eighteen months ; and also of granite sets for the same 
period. • 
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It appears that the amount of wear is greatest in the first 
Hiaonth, and gradually decreases every subsequent month. 
For instance, the wear for the first and second months is 
greater than any three months from the sixth. This, I think, 
can bo very satisfactorily accounted for. Although the depth 
of the blocks diminished more in proportion for the first and 
second months, yet they did not seem to have lost much by 
abrasion. They had undergone compression, and presented 
a more compact surface than when laid down ; a^d, besides, 
being more compact in fibre, the surface was so impregnated 
with fine sand, that it had more the appearance of stone than 
wood. 

1. The vertical fibre blodcs during the eighteen months 
were only diminished in depth, between compression and abra- 
sion, .125, or Jth of an inch. The blocks at the end of that 
time were in as good condition as if they had not been ex- 
posed to heavy weights and abrasion. 

2. The blocks with the fibres leaning at an angle of 75 de- 
grees, shewed the additional wear of .022 at the end of the 
eighteen months, which is the 40th part of an inch more than 
if they had been vertical. The surface shewed a greater abra- 
sion of the soft fibres, and the resinous fibres were slightly 
pressed to the leaning side. ' 

3. The next are those with the fibres at 60 degrees. At 
the end of the first month, the diminution in depth was .032, 
nearly double that of vertical ; and at the end of the eighteen 
months they were diminished .182, which is about j^ths of an 
inch ; clearly shewing that blocks at that angle must lose y^th 
of an inch more than vertical blocks. The surface was not 
so regular as the preceding,' occasioned by the larger circles 
of soft fibre sustaining greater ^abrasion, and these as well as 
the smaller circles being unable to resist so much pressure at 
that angle, were so squeezed as to lose their cohesion on ,the 
immediate surface ; and the resinous fibres being also unable 
to resist pressure at that angle, instead of protecting the 
softer, were leaning on them, and to a small extent shewed a|| 
tendency to separate into threads. 

4. The blocks with the fibres leaning at 46 degrees, lost ra- 
ther more at the«end of one month than tbe vertical did at 
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the end of three months; and at the end of the eighteen 
months about double what the vertical sustained. The sur- 
face was very much like the preceding, but the soft fibres had 
suffered more abrasion, and the resinous were separating into 
threads nearly Jth of an inch. 

5. The blocks with the fibres at 30 degrees lost more in 
one month than the vertical did in six ; and at th^ end of the 
a'ighteen months /a tbs more than the vertical. The surface 
was similar to the last, but to a greater extent. 

6. The block with the fibres leaning at 15 degrees, lost as 
much in one month as the vertical did in ten ; and in eighteen 
months full fths of an inch, being three times more than the 
vertical. In proportion to the angle, the surface was getting 
more unequal, suffering greater abrasion, the threads becom- 
ing longer and irregiilar, and the general appearance, shewing 
that destruction was making rapid progress. 

7. The last to be noticed are blocks with the fibres hori- 
zontal. For the first month the wear was equal to fifteen 
months of the vertical, and in eighteen months they lost about 
half an inch. The fibres were completely separated to a con- 
siderable depth, and the surface had the» appearance of aheap 
of broken strings. 

i 

II, On the Durability of Wood as a Material for Paving* 

It seems indeed strange, that such incompressible and du- 
rable substances as basalt and granite should be more sub- 
ject to wear, with the same amount of trartic, than wood with 
the fibre presented to t)ic pressure and percussion. The 
ibrmer, however, when acted on by the wheels and horses’ 
shoes, resist the pressure and percussion, and thereby have 
their particles abraded into a^yery minute sand ; and the iron 
is also subjected to a diminution in proportion to the hardness 
of the stone. 

On the other band, wood, from its elasticity, yields to the 
pressure, and permits the weight to pass over it without any 
sensible injury to either the iron or wood. 

A reference to the table will, however, show the amount 
of wear wood and granite sustained with the same traffic. 
The first column will shew that wood lost.l-8th of an inch. 
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but more from compression then abrasion ; and the last column 
will shew that granite sets lost 7-d2d8 of an inch from abrt^ion 
alonei^wliich inroves that the elasticity of wood is that which 
lenders it durable and applicable for paving ; and that the 
noii'^elBStic property of stone is the cause of its inferior dura- 
bili^, 

« 

III. On the EJidmey of Wood for P<mng^ when necessarily 
subjected to Wet and Dty Weather^ 

It is now sttflSciently established, by men of maritime ex- 
perience and ship-builders, that those parts of a vessel which 
are constantly exposed to the water, are never found to be the 
least affected, while other parts of the same vessel are under- 
going rapid decay ; and th?^t decay is even arrested when it - 
reaches the same seasoned parts. 

Wood blocks in pavement may thus be said to be quite 
exempt from -the probability of decay, even although they 
should he perfectly dry when laid down (a condition to be 
particularly recommended). They are placed on a humid, or 
what will soon become humid, substratum, closely packed to 
each other, and totally excluded from atmospheric influence, 
saving the surface. In wet w’eather they absorb as much 
moisture as they can contain, which renders them more ad- 
hesive and compact ; and from which moisture they are never 
after totally free, even in the dryest weather; for wood 
being a bad conductor of caloric, any variation of the atmo- 
sphere has little effect on the blocks, or the surface exposed 
to it. 

To prove this, I weighed a number of the blocks when laid 
down ; and, after having been in use till properly moistened, 
had them taken up and reweighed, when 1 found that they 
had gained by moisture 4f th ounces. After a lohg continuance 
of dry weather, I had them again taken up and weighed, and 
found that they were still moist, having lost only l|th ounce. 

1 also split some of the blocks, and found that they were 
moist to the core, except about an inch from the surface, but 
regained that moisture towards the evening. I tried this ex- 
periment frequently, with similar results. The small differ- 
ence in the size of the blocks under variau^ degrees of tern- 
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pera^ure, also bears out these experiments* The mediiim 
variation I could deleaver in . their volume was .057, which I 
attributed to the loss or gain of moisture ; and this trifling 
difference of volume did not affect the adhesion of the blocks, 
or the general structure, in consequence of the moisture they 
retained in dry weather still maintaining an excess of volume 
over the dry state in which they were originally laid down. 

To discover if it was from the exclusion of atmospheric irf- 
fluence that the moisture was retained, and occasioned their 
limited expansion and contraction, and not any peculiarity of 
the wood of the precise blocks used, I found that, in wet 
weather, blocks, when taken out and kept singly, expanded 
as freely as those used for comparison ; and when they became 
the exact weight they were when taken out in dry weather, 
their volume was proportionally greater ; and when kept till 
perfectly dry, they were reduced to their original dimensions, 

I also found tliat the moisture contributed much towards 
imparting additional strength ;to the fibres of the wood, and 
rendering it more capable of resisting pressure and abrasion, 
besides preserving it from dry rot. 

IV. Having glanced at the durability of wood under wet 
and dry weather, the next thing to be considered is the effect 
which frost has upon it. 

In Russia, where the climate is so rigorous, frost might be 
supposed to be an insuperable objection ; but when we find 
that it was in that country, some centuries ago, where wood 
paving was first adopted, and that a system not inferior to 
what is practised here, has been there for many years in gene- 
ral use, we may consider that, in the mild climate of Britain, 
where frost is neither severe nor of long duration, it can only 
be of trifling consequence. 

In Russia it is admitted that frost has a deleterious effect 
on the wood, — to counteract which, they give it an annual 
coating of tar covered with sand, w:hich, with other advantages, 
obviates any excess of slipperyness. 

1 found that the surface coated with common varnii^ and 
sand was highly beneficial. It preserved a more uniform tem- 
perature (although, as I have stated, the want of this girbatey 
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uniformity is not objectionable), and rendered the surface rt)ugh 
and less slippery in frosty weather. 

Laying aside this additional surety, in the course of two 
winters, I could find no other objection to frost than the slip- 
peryness ; but which, from *tho sand introduced between the 
fibres, and the grooving, was really no worse than on any other 
pavement ; and even less than on a smooth macadamized road. 
And, in rcgai'd to the effect on the timber, I could discover 
nothing that was injurious,' for the frost did not penetrate 
deep, and 1 did not find that the substratum was frozen at all. 

V, On Traction on Wood ]?(AVcmcnt, 

Wood is eminently superior to any other material which has 
yet been employed for enhancing the value of animal i)ower 
in draught, from its elasticity, and its peculiarity of maintain- 
ing, in all seasons and conditions of the weather, the same 
compact and even surface. 

Besides the absence of surface resistance on wood, the power 
of the horse is materiS-lly increased when acting on the elastic 
surface. The resistance w'hich the foot of the animal meets 
with on stone pavement is communicated throughout its whole 
body, reducing its power of action at the time, as well as the 
duration of its w^orking life. But in wood pavement this re- 
sistance is partly borne by its superior elasticity, which receives 
a portion of the sliOck, and diminishes the injurious effects of 
percussion on the hoof The muscular energy of the animal is 
in proportion saved — the abrasion of the pavement is reduced 
— and the wear and tear of carts and vehicles is diminished. 

To ascertain the weight which a horse could draw, with the 
same exertion, and at the samc^atc of speed, on a macadam- 
ized road, on granite, and on wood pavements, I found the 
following to be the prpportions deduced from a variety of ex- 
periments : — 

CWtB. 

On granite pavomont, .... 28 

On a macadamizod road, , , , * 

On wood pavement, . , • . 50 


^ 'ttio weight oil the macadamized road cannot ho considered as a constant 
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Fnom the foregoing experiments it may be inferred,—-' 

Pt That verticality of fibre is the most durable position of wood 
for paving, besides affording the means of obtaining as firm a 
structure as is requisite. 

That wood is an efficient matenkial for paving, whether sub- 
jected to wet, dry, or frosty weather, ^ 

That the moisture it constantly retains increases its strength, 
preserves it against dry rot, and undue expansion and contrsip- 
tion. 

That wood for pavement is more durable than granite. 

That the value of the horse is materially enhanced, and its 
power in draught considerably increased on wood pavement. 
And, 

That, with its general adoption, steam power may be suc- 
cessfully employed. 

D. Hope. 

April 184a. 


Observations on some of the Decorative tdrts in Germany and 
France i and on the causes of the superiority of these ^ as con- 
trasted with the same Arts in Great Britain. With sugges- 
tions for the improvement of Decorative Art. By Charles 
II. Wilson, Esq., A.R.S.A., V.P.R.S.S.A, Communicated 
by the Royal Scottish Society of Arts.^ 

The general promotion of taste is an object of groat interest 
and importance, and materially affects our commercial pros- 
perity. We find it asserted on authority which cannot be ques- 
tioned, that the principles of i^isto, as applied to manufactures, 


quantity, the quality of the surface being so subject to variations ; for instance, 
tiio same power will draw on a macadamized road, 

Cu ts. 


Smooth and consolidated, .... '‘’4 f 

After a shower of rain, COJ 

During a continuance of wot weathci', • • iaj 

Laid with now metal, . . • • ; 10 


* Road before the Royal Scottish Society of Arts 24lh l84iL 
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better tmdmtood on the Continent than ifvith us ; andr the 
subject has -been deemed of so much importance that parlia- 
meiitary inquiries have been made into the causes of our in- 
feriority, which inquiries have been followed by active exer- 
tions on the part of Government to jn^omote improvement of 
taste amonggt the manufacturing classes, by the establishment 
of ScSiools of Design in London and elsewhere, also by the 
pairing of a Copyright Bill, by which an effort has been made 
to protect the authors and proprietors of novel designs from 
the piracy which has been so injuriously practised. 

There can be no doubt that these measures are important 
steps, and must tend to promote the objects which those who 
originated them had in view ; but we must not rest here, — we 
must do much more than has yet been done, or perhaps ever 
contemplated, before we can hope to meet our neighbours 
without disadvantage in the display of taste. Wo must not 
only, as they do, teach principles of good taste in Schools of 
Design, and defend honest men from the piracy of knaves, but 
we must also, as they do, form and throw open to our people 
extensive museums of art, employ the painter and the-sculptor 
to complete the edifices which are raised by the skill of our 
architects, call in the aid of the fine arts in commemoratin^r 
the glories of our country, and unite the labours of the artist 
with those of the historian. ^ 

We must, I think, attribute the superior taste which our 
neighbours exhibit their manufactures and decorative arts^ 
in a great measure to the advancement which they have made 
in the fine arts. 1 have been unable, in speaking of the for- 
mer, to omit allusion to the latter, and I do not wish to sepa- 
rate them. The divorce which in our day and amongst us has 
taken place between fine art and ornamental art, has been in 
many instances fatal to the latter, and certainly has been of 
no advantage to the former. It has indeed been asserted that 
taste in manufactures has nothing whatever to do with the 

^ By decorative and ornamental art. I moan Uiat art wliich is not usually 
classed by ns with fine art. Neither the expressions nor the distinotlon are cor- 
rect; but. as I must make a distinction. I use these phrases for want of more 
approprii^te ones in ouryocabulaiy. • 
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state of the fine arts, but the whole history of art proves 
the reverse of this proposition ; and while there can be no 
reasonable doubt that many of those decorative arts which are 
more immediately connected with fine art, rise and fall with 
it ; so do I not doubt that everyamanufacture where taste can 
be shewn, however apparently unconnected w^ji fine art, is 
influenced by its actual state. It will hardly, I think, bo de- 
nied that on taste in architecture depends that in hoijsc- 
painting, in furniture, and in iron-w'ork. In every age the 
forms and ornaments which have been used in these arts have 
been in accordance with the architectural taste of the time, 
and, in fact^ we can at a glance tell to what period an old piece 
of iron-work or carving belongs. I have said that a divorce 
has taken place between fine and ornamental art, and in the 
medley designs of our house-painters, cabinetmakers, and 
smiths, the unhappy effects are sufficiently discernible. As- 
suredly, some centuries hence, should the works of our artizans 
survive to such a period, they will puzzle the artist and 
antiquary of tliese days to decide to what age they belong. 

The majority of modern architects leave their works to be 
completed by the house-painter, and, 1 may add, the uphol- 
sterer and smith, for n, house cannot be said to be complete 
till these artizans have worked in it, and for it. 

If the house bef Greek or Italian in architectural style, most 
house-painters on being consulted will recommend its being 
painted “ a la Louis XIV. if Elizab^ian, they will still 
warmly advise the Louis XIV. ; and if Gothic, they will ad- 
vocate the same style. The upholsterer thinks of no style at 
all, neither does the smith. I am not, indeed, aware, that 
either are ever called upon to furnish a house in accordance 
with its architecture ; such %, thing is never, or, at any rate, 
rarely, and then only very partially, thought of. We shall 
see in the course of my observations on foreign buildings, 
whether such is the ease in these. 

That a house should be painted in any style but that of its 
architecture is preposterous ; we acknowledge this at times 
in the completion of public or religious buildings. Why sliould 
it not be the universal rule ; for certainly furniture nfight be 
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made as comfortable as modem habits require, and still b^ in 
harmony in point of form and taste with the edifice : what a 
charming variety would thus be attained ! 

It is not my intention to dwell at any length upon the de- 
feets of our system*; these, iifdeed, would themselves require 
more than one paper. It must, however, be said, in justice 
to our citizens, that what they have done is wonderful. When 
we consider the actual neglect with wdiich their interests have 
been treated, tlieir merit is very great; indeed, they have 
done as much as it is possible for mere ariizans to do, and 
have carried some of the ornamental arts to as high a perfec- 
tion as can be attained by men who have not the education of 
artists, and who arc not instructed by their example. 

I repeat that I cannot omit all mention of fine art, although 
the present paper bears a title which might authorize the 
supposition that I intend to confine myself exclusively to de- 
scriptions of arts which, according to our present mode of 
thinking, have no connection, or, at any rate, a very slight 
and distant one with the fine arts. As I mean to endeavour 
to shew that the contrary is the case, I shall briefly touch 
upon the state of our School of Art, and offer a few obser- 
vations upon the state of taste in Jhis country, I shall then 
glance at the state of art in Germany and France, and con- 
trast the system adopted in those countries for the encourage- 
ment and employmegf; of art with that followed in ours. 

The history of the fine arts in Scotland is very remarkable. 
We have seen a school struggle into very considerable ex- 
cellence under circumstances of discouragement and neglect 
unparalleled in the history of art. Our public is very ready to 
congratulate us on this advancement ; but the chief merit is the 
artists’, and the public is very far from being entitled to any 
great share of it. Art could not exist at all without some en- 
couragement ; but if so much has been done by the artists with 
so little aid, what might have been done had there been a more 
general appreciation of the importance of the fine arts. The 
public, generally speaking, are by no means so far advanced 
in point of taste, as the state of art in this country should have 
made them. We may easily form a judgment 4 >n this subject 
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by bur intercourse with society, in which even a moderate 
knowledge of art will be found to be confined to a very small 
minority. Then, if we turn to our press for proofs of know* 
ledge, whilst with one or two exceptions in London the lucu- 
brations in our papers are too frequently beneath contempt, 
our more important journals almost entirely neglect the sub- 
ject ; and this neglect is a sufficient proof how little it is in 
reality valued, or even thought about. • 

But I hope that we may now look forward to better times ; 
every where there are indications of improvement. There 
seems to be an increasing desire on the part of the public to 
see art encouraged. Institutions have been established, and 
societies formed, with this avowed object, and so far it is plea- 
sant to contemplate this ; but these very efforts, although 
made in an admirable spirit, are misleading .us. We congra- 
tulate ourselves on our exertions, and believe that we ai’e 
exhibiting an earnestness in the promotion of the fine arts 
worthy of our place amongst civilized nations ; but I greatly 
fear that, from the very nature of the means which we are 
adopting, and from the want of just^ ideas on the subject, 
whilst some good is eflTccted, we are also ministering to all 
the evils which afflict our ^hool, — we are fostering and per- 
petuating a system which would be thought the invention of 
insanity, if followed out by any student for any other profes- 
sion, but which is apparently thought tl\|^most suitable pre- 
paration for becoming an artist. 

Have we made a single effort of importance to establish 
a proper school for the due education of artists ? The fact 
that we have not, is a sufficient proof that we have not 
thought it worth while. It is true that in this town a mag- 
nificent establishment exists, but it was founded with differ- 
ent views ; and, besides, it will hardly be maintained by any 
reasonable being, that a few hours’ teaching in the week, and 
permission for students to draw during the day, without any 
guidance whatever, is sufficient ; would such a system make 
eitlier lawyers or physicians 1 The artist alone is left to grope 
his way almost unaided. 1 am, indeed, no friend to any mere 
academic system for the education of artists, but suefi would 
be much better than none at all ; and as wo cun har^ hope 
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to see the old system of schools restored, I should be ^tad 
to see an academic school amongst us offering certain advan- 
tages to the student^ ivhilst the disadvantaiges of the system 
might in some respects be avoided. 

The artist in this country has thus two great evils to con- 
tend with ; in youth, the want of the means of education — ^in 
manhood, the want of proper and well-directed patronage- 
I'rtvate patronage can create a very excellent school of art, 
but it cannot create what we term a great school. We must 
have that of the State, and also that of Municipalities ; I would 
willingly add also that of the Church, but that is very hope- 
less in Scotland. I am certain, however, that if the State 
finally patronizes art (and I am thankful to think that there 
is now a certain prospect of its doing so), our municipalities 
will follow and do so also. We should then see our artists 
called upon to design, not only great historical works, but 
also works which would bear more directly on mere ornamen- 
tal art, than the production of pictures alone can possibly do, 
and which would, therefore, tend to its improvement ; and, as 
I hope to shew you by jmy subsequent observations on foreign 
art, whilst the artist would profit in every point of view by 
such employment (his field of study, for instance, would be 
greatly extended, which would unquestionably tend to the 
general improvement of fine art), the position of the orna- 
inentalist would alsq^ be greatly improved, more ability and 
cultivation would be required in his department ; and as jiister 
ideas of art would soon prevail, young men would not so 
readily esteem themselves fit to be artists, as they do now on 
very slender grounds, but would continue in departments of 
art which would offer them secure subsistence, rather than 
embrace the miserable and hopefess career of the mediocre 
artist. 

In my late continental tour, my express object was inquiry 
into certain processes of painting ; but although much occu- 
pied with these, I still had time to give a passing glance to 
other interesting subjects so closely connected with the par- 
ticular objects of my journey, that I had merely somewhat 
to extend my obsei;vations partially to embrace these also. 

iThe'^ing of Bavaria is the greatest patron of art now liv- 
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ingf and in his capital we may see numerous proofs of the re- 
sult wliieh a well-directed patronage of the arts can produce* 
The Bavarian artists now enjoy an European reputation, but 
it is much to be regretted that the zealous praise of some of 
their admirers amongst ourselves has raised a feeling in some 
of our artists, which displays itself in discreditable abuse in 
those journals, the pages of which are particularly devoted to 
art; thus we have on one side an admiration which, although 
just, is too exclusive,^ and, on the other, criticism, which isln- 
temperate and ungenerous* 

No comparison whatever can at present be instituted be- 
tween the leading artists of Germany •'nd those of this coun- 
try : when our artists are, like the former, employed to paint 
national monuments, then we may institute a comparison, 
but, at present, none can with justice be entered upon. To 
paint a single historical work, however large it may be, is one 
thing, but to paint a series for a particular building, is quite 
another ; it is possible that an artist may succeed in the single 
picture, yet fail in the series. Where a comparison can' 
fairly be instituted, and that is between the cabinet pictures, 
landscapes, and portraits of our School and of theirs, 1 think 
that it cannot bo doubted, that, in many respects, our artists 
have the advantage, and wd may entertain a warm expecta- 
tion of success when they are called upon to execute works of 
equal magnitude and importance with those of their conti- 
nental brethren. 

The King of Bavaria has resolved that his capital and do- 
minions shall contain monuments to rival those erected by 
the magnificence or piety of former days, and he has to a 
wonderful extent succeeded in his object. 

The manner in which Hisb Majesty meets his artists is in- 
teresting, and offers, 1 think, a useful lesson to our amateurs. 
When he has resolved on the erection of a new church or 
other important edifice, he summons an architect, painter, 
and sculptor to his presence, and explains his wishes to them 
cither separately or together when the plans are ready, the 
artists again meet their sovereign, and a council is held over 
them ; he encourages them freely to express their opinions, 
even when conlrary to those expressed by himself* JWhen 
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every thing is thus at last decided upon, the work is com* 
menced and goes on without interference ; and should hny 
part of it prove less successful than was expected, there are 
no reproaches, for the King at the previous council took his 
share of responsibility. 

It will be easy to conceive that such a monarch is spoken 
of with devoTced attachment by the men he thus employs, and 
that he is served with enthusiasm. Many express surprise 
thdt the King of Bavaria should have been able to carry on 
and complete such varied and extensive works, when it is 
known that the resources of his kingdom cannot be very 
great ; but he is aided by the devotion of his artists, who ac- 
cept of moderate sums for their labour ; many of them will 
leave immortal names, but few of them indeed will leave 
fortunes. 

I beg that it may not be thought by these expressions that 
I am of opinion that art should ever be poorly paid. I hold 
a very opposite opinion ; it ought to be well paid, but not 
extravagantly, as some seem to think. I regret to think 
that, in our country, public undertakings are so frequently 
viewed by individuals^ employed in them as sources of im- 
mense emolument ; hence an outcry, hence opposition to every 
undertaldng that is not of the moot utilitarian character, and 
the apprehension of extravagant cost frequently deters from 
many undertakings that would be beneficial to art. 

I admire the Bqy'^rian artist who is content with the emolu- 
ment which his king can afford tq give him, and who under- 
takes works at a moderate price for the love of art and the 
honour of his country ; and this spirit prevails amongst all 
who are employed, amongst artizans, as well as artists. The 
Chevalier Klenze, the king’s principal architect, informed me 
that the operatives bestowed so much time and labour upon 
every thing that they undertook for the king, that in the 
earnest desire tp make their work as perfect as possible, they 
seriously impaired their profits. These are interesting facts, 
and assist, at any rate, in explaining how so many works are 
done, and so well done. 

The J:endency of the Germans in art has been much mis- 
represented in this country, and we have heard it repeated, 
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mque ad nameamj^ that they are mere imitators of the 
verjr early masters. This is not true. I shall not enter at 
large upon this subject, but beg to refer you, for what I believe 
to be a true view of it, to Mr Eastlake‘*s admirable paper at 
the end of the last report of the last Parliamentary Committee 
on the Arts. 

In architecture, I am not disposed to consider our friends 
so favourably ; — there is much genius evinced in their pro- 
ductions, their conceptions are great, and magnificent wdrks 
arc undertaken, and brought to a successful termination, but 
their talent is chiefly shewn in very direct imitation, and that 
imitation is not always discriminating ; there are , many very 
tasteful revivals of the middle ago Tuscan, of the restored 
Italian classic, of the Byzantine and Romanesque, but, at the 
same time, there is also a revival of the principal defects of the 
Italian architects ; and 1 do not think that much judgment 
is always shewn in the choice of a style. The famous Lud- 
wig Strauss is wholly ineifcctive as a street ; the style of most 
of the buildings is that of the fortress palaces of Tuscany, and 
the imiti^tion is not at all times successful. The material, how- 
ever, is excellent, and so is the workmanship ; the details are 
generally in beautiful taste and admirably executed, and the 
decorative completion of the buildings is ever in a style of 
great magnificenqp. 

* The few attempts in Gothic are coarse, and almost entirely 
devoid of all true Gothic feeling ; and remarkable that 
the details w^hich, in edifices in other styld&, are better than 
the general designs, are, in the Gothic attempts, very indiffer- 
ent and inferior to the conception of the mass. 

I do not think that the Bavarian School of Sculpture has 
any very high claims to excellence, The word clever seems 
to me the most applicable to the works which I saw at Mu- 
nich. There is no want of employment however. In the 
new throne-room of the palace, there arc twelve colossal 
portraits of ancestors of the king, ia gilt bronze ; the Tym- 
pana of the Walhalla, the Glyptothek, and portico opposite, 
are filled with statuary ; and I might mention much besides ; 
but the most extraordinary undertaking of all, is a statue of 
Bavaria now modelling, and which is to bo cast in bronze. 
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It seems to be about fifty feet high ; end I saw several young 
sculptors ^perched on different parts of it, or slung with ropes, 
chipping.away at the plaster of which it is formed, and shap- 
ing it with small pickaxes as substitutes for the usual model- 
ling tools. 

Whilst the fine arts in Munich are flourishing,, the decora- 
tive arts which are connected more immediately with them 
are in a very advanced state. The house-painters of Munich 
are*' excellent artists, and paint cleverly in oil, fresco, encaus- 
tic, fresco secco, a peculiar art imported from Italy, and in 
common distemper. The reason of this ability and advance- 
ment is evident. The arabesques and ornamental painting 
in the palace are all designed and executed by eminent art- 
ists, and so it was in the best ages of art. Thus, an example 
of fine designs, correct and appropriate taste, and excellent 
execution, is set to the mere decorative painter, many of 
whom, indeed, are employed as assistants, and thus study their 
art under the most advantageous circumstances. The reason 
of our inferiority in this department is thus rendered evident, 
and all efforts to place ourselves on the same level with these 
artists will be vain, till we sec the same system adopted. 

The execution of ornamental architectural details at Munich 
is also excellent ; there is no art in ^hich we are more deficient 
than in this, as is sufliciently evincej^ in the hard, stiff, and 
lifeless character of our architectural ornamental details of 
every description.«ir*^ 

I was also much struck with what may bo termed the deco- 
rative carpentry, or rather joinery, at Munich. I am enabled 
to shew you some examples of the beautiful flooring of the 
palace ; the cost is, however, considerable, about 3s. 4d. for 
eyery 18 inches square, which would make a cost of L.lOO for 
a room 30 feet square, although machinery is used in the for- 
mation of the pieces of wliich this mosaic work is formed. 
The doors also of the palace are beautiful' specimens of taste 
and workmanship ; they are about 10 feet high, and formed 
of various fine woods inlaid in beautiful patterns and highly 
polished ; each door costs L.18. I have not seen any thing to 
equal tliem in any other royal residence which 1 have visited* 

^Metals, also, aro wrought with groat taste Sad skill; and in 
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orn^Lmental work, attentton is paid in the design t6^ nature 
of the material, which is too mnch neglected by our designers, 
amongst whom forms borrowed from those of stone*work are 
generally used in iron. 

1 purchased, for the use of our School of Design hej^e* a num- 
ber of examples of ancient iron-work, made in the workshops 
of Nuremberg, and which unquestionably excel both in taste 
and in workmanship the boasted productions of our day. ^It 
is perhaps impossible to restore* for all purposes, the old 
modes of working iron ; but although we must submit to the 
trammels of casting processes, yet in designing even for these, 
just principles of design may be introduced, by paying more 
attention to the nature and capabilities of the material. 

I now beg to call your attention to another important art 
which has been restored and is practised with much success 
in Munich ; I mean that of glass-painting. Before entering 
upon a description of it, I would beg such of you as have seen 
them, to recall to your memories the noble specimens we pos- 
sess in some of the cathedrals and ancient churches in the 
south ; I would mention the fine windows of Cologne Cathe- 
dral, but especially those of St Lawredce in Nuremberg, in 
which church the Volkamer window may be mentioned as, in 
all probability, the finest in the world. The art has never 
been lost in NureAberg, and I am happy to shew you a copy, 
by the best artist of that place, of a portion of the Volkamer 
window. You observe that we have her^^ figure of St Ca- 
therine, admirably drawn, and she is placed over a Gothic 
pattern or ornamental design, which runs through the greater 
portion of the window behind the figures. You have here a 
specimen of tifb true system on which such subjects on glass 
should be designed. These should be treated in a conventional 
manner ; no attempt should be made to represent nature, as 
we do, for instance, in a picture, as'lthereby the idea of a win- 
dow is immediately destroyed ; many of you who have seen 
it must have been struck with the bad effect produced by this 
mode of painting a window, as seen in St George’s Chapel at 
Windsor, in St John’s Chapel here, and in the Parliament 
House. Notwithstanding the just criticism with which* these 
have been assailed, glass-painters, both m the soutk and 
vpt. XXXV. NO. txx,— "OCTOBxa 1843. t • 



37d Mr Wilson’s (X^ervaffom ott some 

tt 

^otkjget Ott]!<fi^lves, persist in copying pictures for sucli pur- 
l>ade3j so little do they understand the principles of design, as 
applieable to their art, I saw in London a copy from Ruben’s 
descent from the cross, being executed for a church, and 1 
might cite many other examples of this perversion of taste. 

Now, the glass should be painted with architectural orna- 
ments in character with the architecture of the church, and 
the^e should be correctly coloured in imitation of ancient 
painted examples of church architecture. Some of you are 
aware that both the exteriors and interiors of ancient build- 
ings were richly painted. It was thus in Egypt, thus in 
Greece, and such was the practice in ancient and Gothic 
times. It was a practice which, I believe, was abandoned 
when the principles of taste were better understood, although 
I say tliis with caution, and it would be foreign to my sub- 
ject to enter upon this interesting question. The architec- 
tural and ornamental design, then, in church windows, in 
tho particular examples which I bring before you, seems to 
be a representation, in brilliant colours, of the painted archi- 
tecture of the period, and over those are painted tho figures, 
whether of holy personages, saints, or heroes. 

The architectural ornaments or design fill the whole win- 
dow, and the figures are drawn and painted in a severe man- 
tov, without any affectation of pictorial effect as to light and 
shadow. 

To give you a more distinct idea of my meaning, besides 
these specimens of painted glass, I exhibit a coloured engrav- 
ing from one of the Windows of the Au Kirohe at Munich ; 
in this specimen tho true principles of design, as I view them, 
have been adhered to with considerable fidelity j'^although such 
is not exactly the case with all the windows in that church. 

I have m^e these brief observations upon this important 
subject, because, as far as I can ju^e from the examples 
which I have seen, neither in London or any where in this 
country, Is the art of designing for glass-painting yet under- 
stood. The windows which you frequently see executed of 
piecMj|]^ stabled glass arranged in patterns, cannot be criti- 
cized da i^pecfimens of the art at all^ those in which ornaments 
tape pointed are very feir from satisfrotory,* and as to the 
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copies from ancient masters, from Mr Martin’s coloured^ 
prints, the portraits of n^le lords^ &c. &c., tiiie sooner these 
are sent to the glass*bQuse, to be melted for some pur- 
pose, the better. 

There is a school of glass-pau)ting at Munich, fostered by 
the king with the utmost eare« Professor mie the 
most distinguished of the Baf man artists, is infipector^ mid 
under him there is another accomplii^ed artist, who makes the 
principal designs, and directs the works. 

We have here the secret of th^p superiority of our neigh- 
bours in this and, as I have st^wn you, in other ornamentid 
arts. What are our glass-painters as compared with those of 
Munich ? Instead of being accomplished artists, they have 
hardly a claim to the title at all. We complain of the im- 
perfection of many of our decorative arts, but how can it bd 
otherwise! They are chiefly practised by individuals ’vidio^ 
however meritorious, have little claim to artistic knowledge* 
The establishment of a school of design in every town in the 
kingdom will not mend this ; the use of school^ of design ia 
to educate persons who may execute the designs of artiste* 
To make designers, as is expected by xnany, except for infe- 
rior ptxrposes, is impossible. A classical education, a perfect 
knowledge of the history of art, in fine, an educated mind and 
a refined taste, sare necessary to the designer for important 
ornamental works ; and till it is made worth while for the 
professors of those .to follow the art, and^K such persons are 
employed, we must, of necessity, make what efforts we may, 
be behind our neighbours in these ornamental arts, since they 
avail themselves of tlie services of the finest talent, within their 
reach. ^ 

To return to the Munich» School of Glass-Painting. The 
^Director first prepares full sbe (^irtoons ; these he paints to 
water colour (and I have nowhere seen more beautiful yaw- 
ings) : othe#oartoons are then prepared which may be termed 
maps of the colours; these are coarsely executed/but 
tinted ; the simple colours only are indicated; thus a^d 
is painted of a flat red, the sluides being left; ouf , and 
with the other colours. This map, so to speak, is put 
hands oi the glebs-cntter ; he matches the tints Mm 
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of coloured glass, and cuts it to the shapes* This process^re- 
quires much practice ; many of the pieces are very small and 
of somewhat complicated ^apes ; he must also allow for the 
leading, or uniting by means of strips of lead, as you see in 
this example* ^ 

An ingenious instrument is used for cutting large portions 
of circles^ of which I exhibit a drawing. 

The coloured and white pieces being now united witli lead 
in {be usual way, pass into the hands of the artist, and are 
painted. A mystery is mad^ of the preparation of the colours, 
and I was not allowed to make any inquiries ; but this mecha- 
nical pari of the art is, 1 believe, well understood amongst our- 
selves. After the x>ainting is completed, the lead is taken out, 
and the pieces of painted glass are put into the stove, of which 
I have made a sketch from memory* An old man from Nu- 
remberg superintends this department, and is the only x^erson 
in the establishment who has the requisite experience. 

The encouragement given to the art which I have just de- 
scribed, has led to great improvements in the manufacture of 
glass, and the optical instruments of Munich have now a high 
reputation* • 

In France, I was also chiefly occupied inquiring into processes 
painting, and I had little time* to see to other matters. I 
cannot venture to offer you more than a few very general ob- 
servations on the arts of this great and interesting country, 
but I shall bring uu^r your notice a few facts which bear upon 
the subject which I have been attempting to illustrate. 

Art is extensively patronized in France, and frequently with 
political views. The patronage, however, is not always judi- 
cious, and the very frequent changes of government which 
have taken place of late years in France has led to this. The 
patronage of the throne, which is very extensive, has been 
more steady and has produced great results, whilst that of the 
ministry has never been on any well-organized plan, and to this 
most of the faults that have been committed are to be attri- 
buted. 

Whatever may be the objections to some detaUs of the sys- 
tem, aij is extensively patronized in France by the throne, the 
ministry, and the municipalities, and great h£fs been the pro- 
gress %at_has been made. 



Dcedrative Arts in Germany and France. 273 

I»inight give you many examples of ilie munificent care with 
which the Frendi government watches over and promotes the 
welfare of art ; I might describe to you that magnificent estab- 
lishment, the Ecole des Beaux Arts at Paris ; butl must content 
myself witli a brief nqtice of that most important of all estab- 
lishments, the French Academy at Rome. . 

The French Academy occupies the Villa Medicis, with its 
fine and extensive garden on the Pincian Mount. One of^e 
most distinguished of the French artists is sent to Rome as 
director, his office enduring for five years ; he has fine apart- 
ments in one part of the villa, and entertains during winter. 

I do not know how many pupils are sent or how long they 
remain, I believe five years ; but this is of no consequence to 
the view that I am at present taking. The whole cost of the 
establishment is 100,000 francs, or L.5000 sterling per annum, 
of which 20,000 francs are expended in travelling expenses 
during the hot summer months, when the pupils leave Rome 
(then unhealthy) and visit other parts of Italy. 

The students arc required to be at home at meals, unless 
they have the permission of the Director to do otherwise. They 
are also required to keep regular hours, to be stuffions and di- 
ligent, and to secure this, tasks are allotted to them. The 
young architects, who study monuments of antiquity, are pro- 
vided with scalFdlding, ladders, and every convenience, and 
the painters and sculptors are equally cared for ; and, lastly, 
the Director regularly sees company, gen^lly composed from 
the best native and foreign society, where the pupils have 
every opportunity of improving themselves in this agreeable 
and refined intercourse. 

Contrast this with the English system. Every three years a 
travelling student is sent abroad, and he is thrown into a po- 
sition, for profiting in which he is often wholly unprepared by 
previous educatmn ; be is generally quite ignorant of the his- 
tory of art, or of any art but that which he has worshipped in 
the Academy, and is probably prejudiced against all other ; he 
is, in fact, sent to Rome, provided with funds, and perfectly 
free to follow any course he may choose, without any guide at 
the very time ^e most needs one. The rmlt may bb antici- 
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pated, and I believe that very few of the travelling stud'^nts 
have attained to any eminence ; whilst, on the other side, 
many of the most distinguished of the French artists were stu* 
dents in this Roman establishment. 

I was assured by the Directors of thQ Museums in Paris, by 
M. Ingres, late Director of the French Academy, and by M. 
Couder, that they considered the French Academy in Rome 
as ^ne of the most valuable and useful of their national insti- 
tutions for tlie benefit of art. 

I have contrasted the French system with ours, and this is 
one of those unpleasant contrasts that we are forced to make ; 
but still, be it observed, we have in our plan another instance 
of artists doing what they can for the benefit of art, unaided 
either by the public or the government of the country. 

I am unable, as I have said, to give you any detailed ac- 
count of the arts and manufactures of France ; to do so would 
also be beside my subject. We have, however, much need to 
be up and doing. We have admitted the superiority, in point 
of taste, of many of the French manufactures, but we have 
claimed for ours great superiority of fabric. This, Sir, in 
many respects, is fast ‘becoming a fallacy ; and as the French 
have greatly excelled us in taste, they are now, in many cases, 
• equalling us in fabric. 

I found in the Italian ports our fine wbollen cloths and 
printed goods comparatively unsaleable, because the French 
goods were much^siiperior. I was informed, that, in America, 
their glass manufacture, because of its superior beauty, has 
the advantage of ours in the market ; and I have particularly 
to mention their astonishing progress in cutlery, in which only 
a short time ago they were, almost to a proverb, deficient. 
They now produce various articles, which, in appearance, at 
any rate, are equal to our own. We ought to take these 
things into our serious consideration. 

But to return to my more immediate subject. 

Great additions have lately been made to the Hotel de Villc 
of Paris ; and the public apartments of the Lord Mayor, if I 
may^so call him, have been painted by some of the most dis- 
tin^i^dfof the French artists, amongst w|}om I may men- 
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tion Mon. Vauchelet, to whom two of the rooms have been 
entrusted. In one he has painted, on pilasters of polished 
white Scagliola, a series of exquisitely designed arabesques ; 
his subject is continued in the friej^e and terminated on the 
ceiling ; the other rooms arc appropriately and magnificently 
decorated also. In this building we have an instance of well- 
directed municipal patronage of art ; and a numbfer of churches 
exhibit, at the same time, instances of the munificent patron- 
age of the worthy magistracy of Paris. 

In the Chambre des Pairs, and in that Des Deputes, and 
in a number of churches and public buildings, we see the re- 
sults of the eflbrts of the French Government. At Fontain- 
bleau, Versailles, and in the Louvre (and I daresay elsewhere), 
may be seen a prodigious number of works of art executed by 
order of his Majesty the King of the French. To give you 
some idea of the extent of the works carried on at Versailles, 
I may mention that I was shewn by my friend, Monsieur 
Neveu, the king’s architect, 60 large portfolios of the draw- 
ings for the works now in progress. 

I have endeavoured to shew you, in these brief observa- 
tions on German and on French art, what arc the true causes 
of the superiority of these nations in the decorative arts. 

It must be perfectly evident to you that palaces painted by 
accomplished awtists, must be in better tavSte, better done, and 
far more complete and interesting, than those like ours, in 
which, after the architect has closed lfic«labours, the house- 
painter and upholsterer alone are consulted. This is so evident, 
that 1 need not detain you further with many arguments on this 
portion of my subject. 

But our neighbours go farther in this decorative employ- 
ment of artists. I saw o|>e of the most able of the Parisian 
artists designing ornamental tapestries for the palace, to be 
executed at the Gobelins. You will remember that Eaphael 
did the sainc, and our finest possession are some of the car- 
. toons which he prepared for such a purpose. 

The works of artists are, in fine, the very sources from which 
all our decorative artists draw their examples, and their 
jumbles are chiefly made up, from the arabesques of •the Vati- 
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can, thdSd of the palace of the T at Mantua, and the ^ell 
known deu^as of Watteau. We shall have nothing new, not 
even an appropriate application of what is old, till, as of old, 
and as now in Germany and in France, the most able artists 
we can command are employ/)d in such departments of art. 

The tradesman need not be jealous of this employment of 
the artist. There can be little doubt that were artists em- 
ployed to paint, and to direct the painting of our royal and 
otifer palaces^ that the taste for such decorations would rapidly 
spread over the land, and the employment of the tradesman 
would be increased a hundred-fold ; whilst, by the diSusion of 
taste, and the increase of skill on the part of our workmen, 
that which is now far too expensive for many to adopt would 
then be brought within the compass of their means. 

Sy the employment of artists, the taste of the nation gene- 
rally would be greatly improved, and I have no doubt that wo 
should soon be enabled to meet our neighbours in those wide 
fields where we confess that they have beaten us, and there can 
also be no doubt that our commercial prosperity would be 
thereby increased. 

€ 

Before concluding this paper, I shall briefly bring before 
you one plan which would, I think, greatly aid in promoting 
taste in manufactures amongst all classes. « 

I have endeavoured to shew you that, without a more ge- 
neral employmentc^f artists, wc cannot hope to rival our 
neighbours. 1 have also said that, like them, we must open 
museums to our people, and increase the numbers of our 
schools jof design. 

With regard to museums, our attention has been almost 
entirely directed to the accumivlation in these of precious 
works of art and of antiquities, but no one seems to have 
thought of the accumulation of specimens of ancient indus- 
trial art, and also of foreign mamtfacturesu To make artists, 
and to cultivate taste in the fine arts, we have purchased the 
Elgin and other marbles, and we are slowly forming a na- 
tional gallery. We do not think it necessary enough to pro- 
vide our, young artists with c^ts of portions of statues, and 
with prints from pictures; we procure for th*em real Greek 



Decorative Arts in Germany and France. 277. .. 

and |loman statues, and real pictures by the great masters, 
and we do well. Now, Sir, 1 would propose that we should 
carry out this principle in our efforts to prmnote taste in 
manufactures of every .description ; let us form museums in 
which tile citizen may see, fre^ of all cost, specimens of 
ancient iron- work, wood- carving, glass-painting, and of such 
arts as were succesffully practised in ancient timds, of which 
examples still exist, and to tiiis museum let there be yearly 
added specimens of the novel and tasteful inventions of ohr 
clever neighbours and rivals, so that we may have an oppor- 
tunity of knowing what they are about, and of comparing our 
efforts with theirs. 

I was influenced by such thoughts as these, when. 1 pur- 
chased, for the Honourable Board of Trustees for Manufac- 
tures, the objects which they have obligingly permitted me to 
exhibit to yon. 1 have formed the nucleus of such a museum 
as that which I advocate. You may observe amongst these, 
specimens of iron-work, centuries old, which (as 1 have 
already remarked) excel in taste and workmanship all the 
productions of our days ; also a lock of ancient date, ’which 1 
am told is a miracle both of workmanship and inventive skill. 

There are also a few specimens of carving, of ancient glass- 
painting, and some of tasteful modem German manufactures ; 
there are not many of these, but they are all pleasing ex- 
amples of taste and skill, and 1 shall, by their exhibition in 
our school of ornamental design, give the pupils a better idea of 
the various arts exemplified in these specimens, than if I were 
provided with all the prints that ever were published, and 
were to lecture from morning till night every day of the 
year. 

I have briefly attended to plan, for which I trust to have 
the support of your opinion, as one which will be greatly con- 
ducive to our advancement in the arts. . 

Chables H. ‘Wilson, F.R.S.S.A. 


EoiHSvnoB, 38(A ifarcA 1843. 
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Semark9 on Natural Terraces or Baised Beaches observed in 

Scotland, particularly in the course of the Biver Tay. By 

Chabies Maclaren, Esq., F.R.S.E. 

In reasoning on the subject of Natui'al Terraces or Raised 
Beaches, start from a few fundamental propositions 

1. The transported and water-worn materials found on the 
tbp of the highest mountains, assure us that they have all been 
n.t one time covered by the sea, and must have been raised 
above it in one way or another. 

2. If the land rose from the sea with a constant and uniform 
motion, the action of the water would disintegrate the rocks, 
cutting away the softer parts and leaving the harder promi- 
nent; the broken fragments, sand, and clay, so produced, 
would form an equal a7id uniform coating of alluvium (soil) on 
parts similarly situated — ^thick, of course, in all the valleys, 
and thinner on all the moderately inclined surfaces, while the 
salient and precipitous rocks would be left bare. The depth 
of the coating would also be affected by the presence or ab- 
sence of currents. • 

3. If the land rose with an unequal, or let us say an inter- 

rupted, motion, marks of the longer action of the water w ould 
be visible at those parts where tlie ui)ward motion was arrested 
for a time. The long presence of the water at such places 
would be indicated! first, by indentations on tlie rocks against 
which the tides beat ; secondly, by the increased deposit of 
alluvium, consisting of the gravel, sand, and clay produced by 
the chafing of the water on the rocks, or carried down by 
streams, collecting just under the level of low water, and 
forming a projecting shelf or tq^race, such as may be seen in 
many of our Scottish lakes. We have examples of ancient 
terraces thus formed in the parallel roads of Glenroy, and in 
the two raised beaches described by M. Bravais on the coast 
of Lapland. . « . 

4. The terraces would be broadest and best marked at the 

mouths of rivers and streams, or in cavities and recesses on 
their banks, because the materials which form them are tliere 
most abundant. • * 



Mr Maclaren’s Remarks on Natural Terraces^ 

I '^as highly gratified to observe a number of terraces at 
different elevations on the banks of the Tay, and generally 
very unequivocal. They may perhaps have been described 
before, but the descriptions have not fallen in my way. 

The first and lowest terrace coi^^titutes the South and North 
Inch and the flat ground on which Perth stands. The North 
Inch, to which my observations were confined, is*a plain, and 
almost a dead level ; I estimated its height at ten feet above 
the Tay at full tide. It has the appearance of an ancient 
beach, or the outer margin of the former bed of the^sea, over 
which the tides had played for a long period. 

The Inch is bounded on the west and north sides by a well- 
marked acclivity, only a little rounded, which seems to be an 
ancient sea-cliff — a portion of the shore against which the 
tides beat, previous to the last elevation of the land. 

Behind the sea-cliff is a second plain, and, like the former, 
almost a dead level. I estimated its mean height at 12 feet 
above the North Inch. The road to Dunkeld passes through 
it. This was evidently a portion of the bottom of the sea at 
a still more ancient epoch. 

It is bounded on the west side by ac^clivities so sharply cut 
at some places, that the water, one might suppose, had wjished 
their bases only fifty years ft,go. The ancient sea-cliff runs in 
a sinuous line, jdtting out in salient capes or peninsulas at 
some parts, and receding into little bays at others. It is well 
seen at Tulloch Bleachfield, and some pl&c« near it. 



In the above section, 6 represents the present beach near 
Perth, or that part of the bottom of the sea which is dry at low 
water ; c the sea-cliff, or the bank of sand and gravel forming 
its boundary ; 6 1 the Inch, or beach of the first epoch ; 

c 1 its clifiF or boundary ; 6 2 the ancient beach of the second 
epoch ; and c 2 its cliff or boundary. 

The country, for some miles northward, is uneven* consist- 
ing of small nattish knolls, rising from rfour to eight yards 
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abore their base, which may be the remains of one or more 
ancient sea-bottoms, broken up by strong currents. The ma- 
terials are invariably sand and water-worn gravel, except at a 
few spots where the rock protrudes. 

Near Luncarty we meet. with what I am disposed to con- 
sider as remnants of an ancient sea-beach or sea-bottom. 
They are insulated platforms of sand and washed gravel, from 
20 to 50 or 100 yards in diameter, flat on the top, and very 
nearly of the same height. They can scarcely have less than 
100 feet'of elevation above the Tay at Perth. They may be 
considerably higher. Several of them are near each other, 
and merely divided by fissures with steep sides, from 10 to 40 
feet in depth, precisely such as little currents would cut out 
in a bed of alluvium. See the section below. 



In this figure, a b c^are three platforms near each other, and 
of equal height. They are divided and bounded by the fis- 
sures, 12 3. In some of these fissures, as 1, I was able to 
judge of the depth from pretty large trees' being nearly con- 
cealed in them. All these elevations, as already stated, are 
of sand or fine graVel. I saw marks of stratification in some, 
and have no doubt that they exist in all. 

At Dunkeld, and on the banks of the Tay, far above it, I 
was delighted to find terraces so distinct and conspicuous that 
no geologist, who had once turned his attention to the subject, 
could question their existence. • 

On the north bank of the Tay, eastward of Dunkeld, a 
plateau or terrace extends three-fourths of a mile in length, 
and of a breadth varying from 60 to 600 yards. It is almost 
perfectly level, and is bc.ok^d by lofty precipices of quartzy 
slate, against which it abuts as sharply as the waters of a lake 
do against the mountains which confine it. A farm-house or 
hamlet, called Haughend, stands at its inner corner, and the 
picturesque villa <Sf Doctor Fisher occupies its western extre- 
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mity . It terminates toward the river in a precipitous bank of 
sand and gravel, about 120 or 130 feet above the stream. 

On the other side of the river, and right opposite, is an iso- 
lated hill of sand and gravel, called Tor Hilh with steep sides, 
and with a villa upon its summit. The top of this hill is a 
few feet under the plateau of Haughend. It stands in the 
middle of the valley with low ground on both sides of it ; its 
length, as might be expected, is in the direction of the stream ; 
and if the water rose thirty feet above its present level, the 
hill would be an island. There is probably a nucleus of rock 
under the sand and gravel. 

On the same side of the river opposite the Cathedral, is 
another remnant of the plateau, projecting from the mountains 
which bound the valley on the south. It is about half a mile 
in length, and a furlong in breadth. The farm-house of Clay- 
potts stand upon it. It declines slightly from the mountain, 
but its surface is otherwise as smooth and uniform as a sea- 
beach. A detached portion of it covered with wood is within 
200 yards of the bridge. There are similar terraces farther 
up the valley, a^ I shall state presently, and they all consist 
of alluvial matter, sand and fine watertworn gravel, such as 
we find on the sea-beach. The hill of Torwood, and the ter- 
races of Haughend and Claypotts, are not exactly in one line, 
but uneven portions of the last do in truth extend as far east- 
ward as the two first, and the small difference of position does 
not affect the argument* 

V ^ r \ 

S.7 


This diagram is a section across the valley of the Tayr 

a, the terrace of Haughend^ 120 or 130 feet above the Tay 
at Dankeld, and probably 10 or 15 more at the east end, oar- 
ing to the falls in the stream, r, the ded of the river. The 
terrace abuts against the steep 

b, Tor Hill, an isolated eminence with a villa upon it. 

c, the terrace of Claypotts, very nearly of the same hojght 
as a. It stands forward from the hill k, and presents » steep 
escarpment of sand and grayel towards theriver. 
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the level haugh or holme which skirts the river, rising 
from 6, to 16 feet above it. 

The breadth of tho valley measured right across, at tlie 
level of these terraces, that b, from h to X?, may be about a 
mile. ^ 

' The position and matericUs of the two terraces and the hill 

leave scarcely any doubt that they are remnants of a vast 
bed of sand and grayel which filled the valley from side to 
side, and was deposited at an ancient period by tho sea, when 
it stood much higher than at present, covering the plain of 
Perthshire up to the Grampians, and occupying the valley of 
the Tay far above Dunkeld, in the shape of a narrow firth like 
Loch Etive or Loch Long. 

I am indebted to a scientific friend for authentic data which 
enable me to fix the difierence of level between the Tay at 
Perth and the Tay at Dunkeld in round numbers at 160 feet. 
Adding 120 for the height of the terraces, and 20 more for 
the probable elevation of the water above their surface, it fol- 
lows that the relative level of the sea must have been 300 feet 
higher when these terraces were formed, than it is at this day. 

There is a small eonical hill within the Duke of Atholi’s 
park, very near the village, which, if not artificial, must be 
another remnant of tlie plateau of gravel and sand. 

The terraces are not confined to the vicinity of Dunkeld. 
The road to Taymouth runs along the south side of the river 
as far as Logiera^t, ^nd the traveller finds on his left hand, 
not one or two, but a series of remnants of terraces, like a and 
c. They are all of sand and washed gravel ; the sand occa- 
sionally unmixed, very pure, and stratified.. At many parts 
they project from the hill side into^^he low haugh land, like 
promontories or peninsulas running into the sea. . Their front 
and sides are in general sharply cut, and steep, indeed, as 
highly inclined as the nature of the material will, admit. A 
portion extending half a mile along the valley may sometimes 
be seen, but usually tb^'y ^re much shorter. Their height 
varies much ; and this is what might be expected ; for the 
stre^ or receding ocean, in cutting away all the middle, and 
hollowng out deep cavities in the sides, must have reduced 
the height of many of those parts which escaped destruction. 
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Good specimens of these banks of sand and gravel are seen 
at Ballaiclian and Grandtully, above Logierait, as well as at 
that village, and all the Way down to Dunkeld. Sometimes 
two may be seen with the river flowing between them, divided 
by a space a quarter of a mile ii^ breadth, and shewing, by 
the steep sides they present to each otlier, that they had once 
been united. There is a well-marked terrace at*Taymouth' 
Castle ai)parently about 35 feet above the stream ; the village 
of Kenmore occupies a detached part of its western extremity. 

From Grandtully down to Dunkeld, the river runs across 
the strata, and the sides of the valley are steep, rugged, and 
j)icturesque. From Grandtully up to Kenmore, the course of 
the river is along the strata, and the valley is wider and more 
tame. The terraces are much more conspicnous in the former 
than the latter. 

The hypothesis which would ascribe such deposits to an an- 
cient lake, seems to me inapplicable here. Let us consider 
the case of the terraces at Dunkeld. If a barrier of rock ex- 
isted there, to confine the water, and produce a lake, its posi- 
tion must have been at the outer margin of the mountains, that 
is, at Birnam Hill, which is about a mile and a half below Dun- 
keld. Supposing the river to cut a passage here, through tlie 
mass ■ of hard quartzy slatej ‘that passage would be of the 
breadth of the sti^am (about 400 or 500 feet), or not much 
greater. But the level of the terraces (for it matters not what 
it is 100 feet lower), the opening between^ the hills which 
confine the valley is certainly not much less than a mile in 
breadth . 

The hypothesis, however, which ascribes the formation to 
the sea, is not without difliculties. The well-marked terraces 
along the valley, as far as Grandtully, seemed to me, judging 
by the eye, to vary in height above the river, from 30 feet to 
100 or 120^ Now, in the 12 miles from Dunkeld to Grand- 
tully, the rise in the bed of the Tay can scarcely be less than 
100 or 120 feet ; and if the relatyiwJ^vels remained the same 
when the sea stood 300 feet higher than at present, the line 
of terraces beginning with that of Claypotts, 120 feet high, 
and continued up the valley, should have sunk gradually, and 
disappeared at or near Grandtully ; whild the one existing 
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thenft' is certainly not less than 80 feet high. A plane passing 
^ong the line of terraces, would not be, I think, horizontal, 
but inclined ; and its inclination would, in a general way, cor- 
respond with that of the bed of the xirer* 



In this diagram, the line represents the bed of the Tay 
between Dunkeld and Grandtully, rising to the westward at 
the supposed rate of 10 feet per mile. If the sea deposited 
the terraces, we would expect to find them nearly horizontal, 
BS rrr; and of course declining in their apparent height as 
we follow them westward. Instead of this, they seem to bo 
ranged in the manner, /, tt, ttt; and their height above tho 
river, though very variable, appears to be about as great in 
the upper part of the valley as in tho lower. 

The terraces, however, being in detached parts, occasion- 
ally with long intervals between them, we may suppose that 
the western portions are fragments of a second or higher 
line of terraces. If so, remnants of them (w w) should be 
found somewhere Eastward above the others. This is one ex- 
planation of the -facts, and may be the true one. I did indeed 
see what I consi9ored traces of a second terrace above the 
first, and a third still higher, at some places, but they were 
faint and equivocal ; and the proximity of the positions t 
sometimes for miles, amounting almost to continuity, with an 
approximation to uniformity in height> is rather adverse to 
this supposition. ' 

Agaitu it may be supposed, that, when the land rose above tho 
Sea, the inovement of elevation was not equable, but greater 
in the interior 'than towar4s the coast. We know that tho 
rate of elevation is vatiabfL in Sweden, and have reason to 
believe that it was so in Britain.* Tho upheaval may have 
been greater at / ^ / than at t But this does not account for 


•* See Mr Murebieon’s AddrMs to the Geological Society for 1843, p. 45. 
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the general parallelism of the line of terraces and the bed td 
the stream. We would expect the one to be either more or 
less inclined than the otber^. J do not assert that their incli- 
nations strictly correq>ond> but they seemed ta me to do so in 
a general way, ^ 

The different levels of the terraces might be accounted for 
by assuming the existence of an ancient series of liakes in the 
valley ; but I have already shewn that this hypothesis is ina^ 
plicable to those at Dunkeld. Neither can we resort to the 
Glacial Theory for a solution of the problem ; for broad deep 
masses of sand and gravely with smooth and uniform surfaces, 
like some of the terraces, cannot be lateral moraines. My be- 
lief is, that they were deposited by the sea, and formed the 
lateral portions of the bottom of an ancient firth like Loch 
Long or Loch Etive. It is not improbable that a careful sur- 
vey, with the levels accurately taken, would explain the ano- 
malous facts I have adverted to. 

The principle laid down by Mr Darwin should be kept in 
mind in investigating these phenomena, — ^that, supposing the 
ocean to be the agent, it depends on a combination of cir- 
cumstances, the form of the surface, th© nature of the mate- 
rials underneath, the presence or absence of currents, &c., 
whether any terraces are forined, and if formed, whether they 
are preserved. 

There is a pseudo-terrace accompanying the river, which 
remains to be noticed. A border of flat meadow-land is found 
here, as in other Highland valleys, on one or both sides of the 
river. It varies in height from one yard to five or six. . It fol- 
lows the ever-changing level of the Tay, and we can scarcely 
avoid considering it as produced by the river itself, probably 
in working its way down thrcngh the mass of pravel and sand 
from its ancient and higher level to that which it now occu- 
pies. Streams which meander, and have beds composed of 
alluvial matter, level the bottoms of the valleys in which they 
flow, by a slow but constant actioi^ '^-iheir banks. It oonmts 
of a process of erosion and deposition going on simultaneous- 
ly — sand, clay, and gr|Lvel, being constantly removed from.the 
ujpper sides of the peninsulas enclosed in the flexures iof the 

VOL. XXXV, no! LXX, OCTOBER 1843. ^ - u 
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streamy and laid on their lower sides» so as to give these 
peninsulas a very slow progressive motion towards the sea. 
The whole surface between the high lands on the two sides, 
having been repeatedly subjected to this levelling process in 
the lapse of ages, acquires the appearance of a stripe of fiat 
meadow-land, the height of which may be accidentally raised 
from time to time by the new matter deposited during extraor- 
dinary floods. It is possible that the lowest terrace at Perth — 
I mean the Inch — ^may be of this description. 

I saw no terraces on the sides of Loch Tay, except towards 
its west end. Near the road about two miles north of Killin, 
I saw what 1 considered a terrace, though not very well 
marked, which, measured bj the sympiesometer, I found to 
be about 240 feet above the loch ; and it will probably be 
about 650 feet above the sea Traces of others were observ- 
able at hi^Wr elevations, but rather equivocal. They con- 
sisted of small areas of sandy soil, nearly level, with small 
raised banks, pai*tly of earth, partly of rock, behind them. 

An ancient beach, from six to twenty feet above high-water 
level, with a water- worn sea-cliff behind it, is seen on the 
shores of the Clyde, at Greenock, Gourock, and other places. 
It is beautifully exposed in Rotlisay Bay, and round to Ascog, 
and is conspicuous on the east coast of Arran. 

The soil on all the highland moiintaixs which I visited, 
fropi Gunkeld to Inveraray, was of sand hke sea-sand, with a 
small mixture OT rolled stones. This is in all j)robability the 
same deposit with the third or highest alluvium of the Lo- 
thians. There are deep beds of the same substance in the 
valleys, with huge fragments of rocks mixed with them, or 
resting on their surface. Some of these fragments measure 
three or four yards each wayi and must weigh 50 tons or 
more. They are generally angular, and belong to the rocks 
in the neighbourhood. They may bo considered, I think, as 
representing the second alluvium of the Lothians, or the clay 
with angular stones. I>£.:ur lowest alluvium or stiff blue clay 
with rolled stones, I did not observe a vestige ; and I saw the 
superficial deposits in contact with the rock in so many in- 
stancies, that if it had existed in the mountainous tract be- 
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tWcen Diinkeld and Inveramy^ I think it could not have 
escaped me. One characteristic of the diluvium in the low 
country is, that it contains far-traveljied fragments of gneiss, 
for instance, chlorite slate, and even granite» which, in con- 
beqiionce of the lung journey, aise always much rounded ; and 
when portions of the diluvium are destroyed, these blocks are 
found loose on the sea-shore, and in the channels of rivers. 
In the long line from Taymouth to the Trossachs, I looked 
Cfirefully for blocks of granite, as the only ones to which a 
distant origin could be safely assigned; but among the my- 
riads of fragments, large and small, in Grlendochart, round the 
head of Loch Earn, and along Lochs Lubnaig and Venaebar 
to the Trossachs, I did not discover a single piece even of one 
foot diameter. I renewed my search at Inveraray with the 
same want of success. Yet Inveraray is but fifteen miles from 
the granites of Ben Cruachan, and Glendochart is about the 
same distance from those of the Muir of Ilannoch. Wo know 
that masses of primary slate, from Perthshire or Argyle, have 
crossed the Ocliil or Campsie Hills, and reached the Lothians, 
transported appai’ently by currents from the west. Arc we to 
conclude that similar currents could nt)t convey blocks over a 
much shortei* distance — ^from the west side of the Grampians 
to the ea^-t — through somo^of the openings in the chain 1 Or, 
shall wc supposc^that the Grampians, like the Alps, form a 
“ centre of dispersion” — that, when they rose up by great suc- 
cessive lifts, ft*om the depths of the ocean, the water dislodged 
by their upheaval rushed off in powerful eurrents to all points 
of the compass, carrying fragments of their rocks with it, 
mUing them with the pre-existing alluvium, which it tore up 
and redeposited {remanioit^ as the French writefs say), and 
thus formed our rolled houlder clay ? If this were admitted, 
we might next suppose that the second alluvium, or clay with 
^angular boulders, was formed by the action of tides and cur- 
rents afterwards, when the whole region was still under the 
sea; and the upper alluvium g#^band and fine gravel last. 
But this is much too large a superstructure of theory to rest 
on so scanty a basis of facts. • 

A copy of the above article was sent to Mr Darwin, whose 
speculations on the Parallel Roads of trlonroy fseo, Edin* 
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hurgk New Philosophical Journal^ No. 54, for Oct. 1839)^ led 
him to study the formation of sea-beachos in valleys with much 
care. He has favoured the author with some remarks in ex- 
planation of the difficulty arising from the inclined position of 
the terraces in the valley of tJi® Tay." 

I can positively assert,” he says, “ from barometrical mea- 
surements, and from finding sca-sholls on the surface, and em- 
bedded, that the sea in retiring from a rising valley does leave 
sloping terraces on the sides, like those described by you along 
the Tay. Such sloping terraces occur in Glen Spean, beneath 
the true parallel roads, and are laid down in Sir T. Lauder 
Dick’s excellent paper. Nor do I think their explanation diffi- 
cult, on the^ principles adopted by you, although, at first, I re- 
member thinking it not obvious. The case, I believe, is this, 
— ^that in places where detritus is freely brought down, as 
where a river or torrent enters the head of a creek of the sea, 
the effect of an equable rise of the land, owing to the chock 
given to the transport of the detritus at an infinite number of 
successive levels, will be to produce a smooth slope, the incli- 
nation of which will be regulated by the amount of transported 
matter, and the form of the underlying rock. If a central slip, 
and here and there the sides, were removed, your terraces 
would bo left. The ordinary effect of a period of rest in the 
elevatory forces, would simply be to render the bottom of the 
val]^ flat during such period. There is, however, an early 
check to any gi9at extension down the valley of these flat 
places, so as to become prominently, visible ; for, as soon as 
the stream has to flow over a small breadth, where flat, it must 
drop its detritus, fill up its bed,* change its course, and so on, 
until the entire flat surface or terrace is converted into a talus- 
like slope, regulated by the force of the water in transporting 
matter from the valley above. As far as my experience goes, 
it is only when valleys are broad, generally near their mouths, 
that the sea eats out during periods of rest, the detritus accu- 
mulated during a rise, ancktlup forms diffs. High tp valleys, I 
believe, it is the river which has removed the central strip, and 
hasjeft the fringes of sloping terraces. Such fringes extend up 
nearlj^ every valley in the Cordillera of Chile, to the height of 
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sovoral thousand feet, and are direct continuations of wide 
plains near the coast, which are undoubtedly of marine origin.'* 

Mr Darwin refers to Sir T. Lauder Dick’s paper in volume 
9th of the Edinburgh Transactions, and to his own remarks 
at page 58 pf his Memoir on Gledroy, in fiirther illustration of 
the subject. I have looked into both. Sir Thomas describes, 
at p. 37, four inclined shelves in Glonroy. They are far under 
the horizontal shelves or parallel roads ; and, as ho states, they 
arc not properly on the side of the hill, like the latter, but bc' 
tween the hill and the river, and the lowest is most inclined. 
Ho notices similar shelves in Gloan Spean, p. 41. 

The difference between the two deposits seems to be this. 
In a narrow valley, a horizontal thelf like one of the parallel 
roads it the product of the sea alone operating on the looso 
matter brought down by rains, or eroded from the rocks by 
the action of its own waves, during a period of rest when it stood 
at one level. On the other hand, an inclined thelf it the product 
of the sea, modified bp the action of a large river flowing through 
the valley, and bearing detritus ; and it presents the sum of 
the operations of the sea and tho river at a mcceition of dif- 
ferent levels, when the sea was subsiding. Each of the inclined 
shelves in Glenroy is a remnant of a deposit which once ex- 
tended across the valley in a curved line, and formed its bot- 
tom. Tho parallel roads never extended across the valley, but 
were ori^imlly, what they are still, mere fringe of loose matter 
at the margin of the sea. 

It is, indeed, obvious, on a little reflection, that a continued 
and equable subsidence of tho sea would leave an alluvial depo- 
sit in the bottom of the valley with a surface pretty regularly 
inclined. It is only the case of an intermittent subsidence that 
presents any difficulty, and of* this difficulty Mr Darwin has 
offered a solution which is at least plausible. The floods in 
a liver like the Tay would go far to obliterate irregularities of 
outline as tl^y arose, by sweeping off prominent parts and 
filling up cavities, ^ 
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IXeport of the Researches of M, Agassis during his two last 
sojourns at JOHoteUdes-Neuchatelou^ upon the Lower Glacier 
of the Aar, in the years 18^1 ami 1842. By M. E. Desor. 

tt (Continued irom page 178.) 

. ^ 1. ExpeAmenta on Injiltration, 

The theory of infiltration admits that the water produeed 
by superficial melting does not altogether escape by the inter- 
nal cavities or the terminal openings of the glacier ; and that 
a considerable 4 )ortion of it penetrates into the interior, is 
there congealed, and so contributes partially to supply the 
loss which the glacier undergoes at the surface. This water 
percolates throughout the whole mass of the glacier, by means 
of a general net-work of capillary fissures, which fill the larger 
basins, the hollows of pools, cascades, &c., in the same man- 
ner as the minute blood-vessels supply the larger trunks in the 
living body. This net-work of minute fissures is so evident 
at the surface, that it admits of no doubt or dispute ; but, as 
formerly remarked, the opinion that the same arrangen^uit 
pervades the whole mass, has been mucli contested. Hence 
it became necessary to devise some method whereby the fact 
might be ascertained ; and this, it appeare(), might be satis- 
factorily done by^the introduction of coloured liquids into the 
ice : for, if the dye coloured the ice to a certain depth, a proof 
would be atforded that the capillary fissures reached to the 
same extent. Accordingly, M, Agassiz brought along with 
him a barrel filled with a highly concentrated infusion of log- 
wood, kindly prepared by M. Henri Du Pasquier, and also a 
quantity of chromate of potash^^ both of which are intense 
colours, without being expensive. We began by boring at 
the margin of a canal cut by the running stream near the 
IIoteLdes^Neuchhtelois a couple of holes about tiigo feet deep. 
Into each of these we poui^ about a quart {litre) of the in- 
fusion of logwood, and in half-an-hour we perceived that the 
waft of the ice was discoloured in front of one of the holes, 
and tc) the depth of a foot beneath the low'est part of the ex- 
cavation, and ere long the dye percolated from all the capil- 
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lary^fissures. In two hours, all the infusion had thus strsdned 
off. The same evening, the other hole also was quite empty, 
and the wall of the ice, in front and beneath it, dyed in a 
similar manner. 

This, however, was not an tfnexceptionable experiment; 
for it might with truth have been objected, that, granting that 
the fissures extended so far, still it was nothing more than the 
result of the atmospheric influence. To meet this objectioiw it 
was proposed that we should bore perpendicularly at the mar- 
gin of a cleft, as deep as 15, 20, or 30 feet, and then intro- 
dtice the coloured liquid. But even then it was possible that 
the liquid might escape by the sides of the bore, and it might 
have filtered vertically, where it would have been impossible 
it could be observed. It was, moreover, proposed to cut a 
gallery not far from the margin of the glacier; this, how- 
ever, would have been very laborious and tedious, and would 
likewise have been exposed to the objection brought against 
the experiment already detailed, on account of the alleged 
difference of the state of the ice near the surface and in the 
interior. At length we discovered, upon the branch of the 
Lauter-Aar distant about a league from the Hotel, and near 
the place where the transversal band, 500 feet long, was mea- 
sured — an arrangement which seemed admirably adapted for 
our experiment. Here we found two great crevices, sepa- 
rated by a#[vall of ice fifteen feet thick, apd as both were 
very deep, and wide enough to allow a descent to the extent 
of thirty feet and more, we determined to sink a gallery thirty 
feet, at its lowest portion. Four active hands were imme- 
diately put upon it. Tliey commenced by cutting a staircase 
along the narrower crevice ; and after having erected a small 
scaffold, they proceeded to fo^m a gallery four feet high, and 
three wide. This was most annoying work, especially when 
the thaw at the surface was considerable, for then the water 
dropped from the roof of the gallery in great quantities, and 
thoroughly drenched those withiirf^it. Hence, they were all 
the better of the mountain breeze and Alpine air when at 
work. When they had reached the depth of eight fbet, 
M. Agassiz determined, before proceeding f^irtlier, to m&kc an 
experiment respecting the infiltration. A hole, a foot in 
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diameter, was bored directly above the gallery, to tlie ^pth 
of five feet ; into this, at mid-day, was poured five quarts 
(litres) of the infusion of logwood, which all disappeared in 
half an hour. We 'had no doubt about the result of our ex- 
periment, for the presence ef the capillary net- work travers- 
ing the entire mass, was now no longer an hypothesis, as the 
quantity of water infiltrating from the sides of the gallery was 
a clear demonstration to our senses. In spite, however, of 
this, it was with much joy that we received the information, 
two hours and a half after the introduction of the infusion, 
that it had appeared on the roof of the gallery. We all be- 
took ourselves to the spot, where we clearly saw, at the upper 
angle of the roof, a large marking of a beautiful yellow colour, 
which could only have been produced by the infusion of the 
logwood. Presently we observed the spot enlarge downwards 
and laterally. We attentively observed the manner of its pro- 
pagation, and perceived that the coloured water insinuated 
itself into all the fissures, advancing very much per saltern. 
In removing, with a hatchet, a part of the coloured portion, 
we distinctly observed that the colour pervaded only the capil- 
lary fissures, and that the icy interspaces were themselves 
quite colourless. After some hours, the tinting had reached 
as far as the floor of the gallery, 'and was descending deeper 
and deeper. Thus we had a convincing prbof that the capil- 
lary fissures are a phenomenon not of the surface; only, since 
they exist at depths where external agents exercise no influ- 
ence, and that most probably they extend through the entire 
mass of the glacier. 

These infiltration experiments were often repeated, and 
always with the same results, the coloured liquid usually reach- 
ing the roof of the gallery in leso than two hours. Whilst nar- 
rowly examining the circulation of the liquid in the interior 
of the ice, we were led to many observations upon the modi- 
fications and variations in the capillary fissures themselves, 
which, in general, are mucl^ larger than is usually supposed. 
We also noticed that the podwellae or ice-fleas (JDesoria glaci- 
a/wi^Nic.) readily found their way into them. We discovered 
these insects in the gallery the very day it was opened, and 
we often saw them moving fireely about in the interior of the 
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mos^ compact ice, sometimes at the depth of two or three 
inches. 

The phenomena of infiltration were, of all our experi- 
ments, the ones which most interested travellers ; and hence 
all our friends who took an interest in our researches were 
too happy to examine them. The gallery itself present- 
ed a curious spectacle, and involuntarily suggested to the 
mind some crystal grotto of the fairies, surrounded as it 
by subterranean and yet resplendent walls. For a time, all 
our observations were made under the influence of the light of 
day. We were desirous of likewise observing how the coloured 
liquid would appear during the darknes.** of night, and M, Agas- 
siz, accompanied by M. Escher de la Linth, visited the gallery 
after nightfall on the 1st of August. About 9 p.m. they poured 
two quarts of the infusion into the hole, and as it was then ex- 
ceedingly cold (the thermometer indicating — 0®. 6, or 30®. 9 F.), 
they scarcely hoped for a satkfactory result. They imagined 
tliat the infusion would congeal before it could penetrate far ; 
and therefore, were all the more agreeably surprised to per- 
ceive the coloured liquid on the roof of the gallery in five mi- 
nutes. Thus, it was demonstrated thsft the external cold did 
not hinder the infusion from circulating in the capillary fis- 
sures, since it penetrated With more velocity than during the 
heat of the day. •Hence, since the nocturnal cold did not sen- 
sibly influence the temperature of the ice, it was easy to ex- 
plain the accelerated movement of the liquid'^uring the night ; 
for this simple reason, that as the fissures received less of the 
surface-waters for several hours, they became empty, and con- 
sequently the passage of the infusion was facilitated. The 
glacier might thus be compared to a sponge from which we 
have squeezed out the water, and which, of course, is all the 
more ready to receive more. The fissures, themselves, arc 
also much more distinct during the night, and, with the light 
of a candle, rather than with that of day. In these circum- 
stances, they can be traced ii^fhe walls of the gallery to a 
depth of about three feet. A light placed in the gallery could 
be seen very distinctly through the opposite wall, through a 
thickness amounting to eight feet and more. • 

From this fact, an important deduction follows, namely, that 
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if th^ infiltrated water congeals in llie interior of the gl%3ier, 
and thereby determines its movement, this congelation is not 
owing to the nocturnal cold, as was believed both by M. 
Oharpentior and by M. Agassiz. On this point, the result 
of our observations last year quite agree with the opinion 
of Professor ^Forbes : a subject to which we shall ere long re- 
turn. But our experiments upon infiltration were not con- 
fiopd to the hard and compact ice of the glaciers, properly so 
called; they were also repeated upon the nev6 and upon the 
ice of the neve, and with results equally satisfactory. The 
true neve, composed of incoherent snow particles, could be 
impregnated with water in no other than in a uniform way. 
But it is more important to observe, that the adhering or con- 
nected nev^, in other words, that dull and opaque ice which 
forms the substratum of the neve, and which we call the 
ice of the nevS^ imbibes water in precisely the same manner. 
In it we find no capillary fissures as in compact ice, serving as 
canals to the infusion ; but it spreads throughout the whole 
mass, almost as in a porous rock, and with much greater ra- 
pidity than in the ice of a glacier, properly so called. More- 
over, the compact ice *itself also presents very marked differ- 
ences in the rapidity with which it is stained by the colouring 
liquids. It often happened thatVe bored many holes near 
each other, and observed that the liquid was*absorbed in some 
in a very short time, whilst it remained much longer in others. 
Struck by this difference, we investigated its cause, and dis- 
covered that those holes which rapidly became empty had 
been sunk in bands of blue ice, whilst those which long re- 
tained the impression were bored in the white ice. Hence the 
difference clearly appeared to be a natural consequence of the 
structure of the blue ice, which !s traversed with many more 
fissures than the white. In this particular, we find we are 
directly opposed to the statement of Professor Forbes, who 
mentions that it is the white bands that especially subserve 
the purpose of infiltration.^^It is true, that in proportion as 
the white ice loses its air-bubbles, in other words, becomes 
water-ice, glace cteau^ by the infiltration of the surface-water, 
its net^work of fissures increases, and finally it allows the 
trahsudation of the liquid as rapidly as the blue ice ; but this 
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occurs only in the lower regions of its descent. The ice of 
the gallery afforded us an example of this transformation ; for 
here we could but imperfectly distinguish between the white 
and the blue ice, and the liquid everywhere infiltrated with 
the same rapidity. We have found that tho chromate of 
potash is preferable, for these experiments, to Jthe infusion 
of logwood, however strong it may be ; the chromate, more- 
over, is of infinitely easier carriage, and dyes more deeply, 
especially when mixed with a little acetate of lead. With a 
quart of this solution we have coloured a considerable stream 
to the extent of many hundred feet. 

From these experiments, it follows, that water transudes 
through ice throughout the whole extent of the glacier ; that 
this transudation takes place in different ways, and with a 
velocity varying in different places ; that |in the neve the 
transudation is uniform in its progress ; that in glacier ice, 
properly so called, it is effected by means of a net-work of ca- 
pillary fissures, which extend as far as wo can penetrate, and 
probably throughout the entire mass ; and, finally, that in the 
middle region of the glacier, in which the differences between 
the white ice and the blue, which may be called the ice of in- 
filtration, are still marked, the transudation occurs much more 
rapidly in this latter than in the former ; and in proportion as 
these differences are lost, the infiltration takes place in a uni- 
form manner. 

These results are fully confirmed by the following observa- 
tions. Wlien we remark, after a cold night, the different hol- 
lows full of water, and which exist in great numbers at the 
surface of the glacier, we usually find the surface of the water 
covered with a pellicle of ice, which disappears as the day 
advances. In the morning tBis pellicle does not repose imme- 
diately upon the water, but is separated by a space, which 
varies from half an inch to two inches, and even more. It 
begins to form immediately after sunset ; and often we see 
spicules of ice on the surfac^^f the pools as early as six 
o* clock. The ice thus protecting the water against evapora- 
tion, there remains but one means of explaining tho ditrmal 
lowering of its surface, namely, the admitting the infiltration 
into the interior. The same consequence results from ihe 
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observations we have made upon the great reservoirs. Wihcn 
we arrited at the glacier of the Aar, at the beginning of July 
1842, all the crevices, as well as the hollows of the older cas- 
cades, were filled with water even to overflowing; after a few 
days of fine weather, we readily perceived that the water had 
sunk; and shprtly afterwards it had so considerably diminished, 
that it was quite impossible to attribute the fall of the surface 
to the effect of evaporation alone. 

It would have been important to have ascertained how long 
the water which is engulphed in the glacier near the Hotel 
dee Neiichdielois takes ere it is discharged at the terminal 
vault. For the accomplishment of this desirable object, va- 
rious experiments were proposed, some of which were in 
principle mechanical, and others chemical ; that mechanical 
method which appeared most simple, consisting in throwing 
into a cascade some bodies, such as minute balls of wood, or 
saw-dust, which would float with the stream. The saw-dust 
from the oak appeared the most suitable, on account of its 
specific gravity, which very nearly corresponds with that 
of water; although there was much reason to fear that it 
would but too readily adhere to the sides of the ice it encoun- 
tered. The chemical method would have been preferable on 
a small scale ; but it was very doubtful if any re-agent, how- 
ever energetic, could detect the presence of b solution in such 
an immense mass of water. Notwithstanding, we often tried 
it. M. Agassiz desired two sacks of saw-dust to be transport- 
ed from Meyringen to the glacier, which were there thro^vri 
into a cascade or moulinf at a certain hour in the morning ; 
but we did not see the slightest trace of it at the extremity. 
On another occ^ion, 30 quarts (litres) of the infusion of log- 
wood were poured into the same Cascade, without affording a 
more satisfactory result. 

2. On the Blue Bands ^ or those of Infiltoation. 

Our attention, when contin^^ously directed to the structure 
of glaciers, cOuld not but be attracted to many particulars 
which' are produced by the transformation to Which the ice is 
subjected in the progress of its course. Lo^g ago we had 
observed on the surface of the glaciers long rectilinear and 



Report of the Researches of M. A gassiss. 297 

paraUel fissures, which were remarkably numerous in the vjci- 
nity of the morains* The first explanation which occurred 
was, that these fissures were crevices. Their shallowness, 
however, their frequency, and the remarkable peculiarities 
with which they were accompanied, rendered this explanation 
by no means probable. In the year 1838, M. Guyot remarked 
on the glacier of Gries remarkable alternations m the condi- 
tion of the ice, alternations which seemed to correspond ^to 
these parallel fissures, or rather to be only a modification of 
them. He noticed a succession of laminae of different appear- 
ance, which seemed vertically arranged, and some of which 
were harder than others, so that they projected somewhat be- 
yond the others* M. Guyot communicated these observations 
verbally to the Geological Society of France, which met at 
Porrentruy in the month of September 1838. The following 
is an extract from his memoir. 

Since the word stratum has escaped me, I must here point 
out to future observers a fact upon whose explanation I will 
not venture, seeing I have witnessed the phenomenon but 
once. It occurred at the summit of the Gries, at the height 
of about 7500 feet, a little beneath the line of the Firn, or high 
neve, where the ice passes into the state of granular snow* 
The glacier at this height exhibits a vast sea of ice, descend- 
ing from the west* in an almost imperceptible slope from sum- 
mits which are not very salient in appearance ; it covers the 
entire surface with a covering of uniform anfi indivisible ice, 
more than half a league wide, traversing the mule-path which 
leads from the high Valais, by the .Vale d’Egine, into the 
valley of Formazza, and to the Lago Maggiore. At the origin 
of these two latter valleys, the ice, still half snowy, diverges 
northw'‘ard to form the beautiful glacier of Gries, properly 
so called, and to the south to form the much smaller gla- 
cier of Bettelmatten. In ascending to the origin of this 
last, that I might more narrowly examine the nature, for- 
mation, and deviation of the ^eat transversal clefts, I ob- 
served that the surface of thC glacier under my feet was 
quite covered with regular furrows from one to two inchgs in 
breadth, hollowed out in a half snowy mass, and separa4:ed by 
projecting lamime, composed of harder anJ more transp|ireht 
ice. It was here evident that the mass of the glaci^ w^as 
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composed of two kinds of ice, the one (that of the furrows) 
still snowy and softer, the other (that of the laminee) more 
perfect, crystalline, glassy, and more resistent ; and that it 
was to the unequal resistance w’hich they oflFered to the action 
of the atmosphere, that wa^ due the hollows of the furrows, 
and the projections of the harder laminae. After having tra- 
. versed them many hundred yards, I reached the margin of a 
great cleft, from 20 to 30 feet wide, which, cutting perpendi- 
cularly in the direction of the furrows, and discovering the 
interior of the glacier to the depth of 30 or 40 feet, allowed 
us accurately to distinguish the structure of the ice in a most 
beautiful transverse section. As far and deep as my view ex- 
tended, 1 saw the mass of the glacier composed of a multitude 
of minute strata of snowy ice, separated every one from its 
neighbour by one of the icj’ laminm above alluded to, and 
forming a regular stratified whole, not unlike to certain schis- 
tose limestones. They corresponded on the two sides of the 
cleft, exactly like the strata on the opposite sides of a trans- 
versal valley.’’ 

All who had any accurate knowledge of glaciers were aware 
that this phenomenon was strictly allied to the superficial fis- 
sures which 1 have alluded to above ; at the same time, as 
they were ignorant of the causcf they were content to register 
it among those numerous facts which still required elucida- 
tion. M. Agassiz, in his Etudes sur les Glaciers^ speaks of it 
only casually ; li'evertheless, our attention was often directed to- 
wards these I'emarkable appearances during the sojourn wc 
made upon the glacier of the Aar, in the month of August 1840 ; 
and we were often astonished at their regularity, remarking, 
that they scarcely commenced sooner than at a league above 
the extremity of the glacier. ^ I well remember, that often, 
when walking with M. Nicolet in the neighbourhood of our 
hut, I used the blade of my knife to satisfy myself that the 
fissures had really in the* interior that remarkable continuity 
which characterizes them upon the surface of the glacier. 

In 1841, the epoch at wfifch we commenced to study in de- 
tail the different phenomena which the glaciers present, the 
longitudinal fissures, and their actual relation with the bands 
Mentioned by Mi Guyot, could not fail to attl*act our attention. 
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Professor Forbes, upon the invitation of M. Agassiz, joined us at 
the commencement of the campaign, with the intention of study- 
ing, along with us, the different phenomena in general physics 
which the glaciers present. The parallel fissures often consti- 
tuted, during the three weeks we^together inhabited the Hotel 
des Neuchatelois^ the subject of our communings and our dis- 
cussions ; they appeared to us much more consj^icuous than in 
the former years, and when they were examined at the margin 
of a crevice, it was distinctly seen that they corresponded to blue 
bands of a very deep tint, which penetrated as far as the eye 
could follow them into the crevices. They were seen equally 
distinctly in the bed of all the streamlets which flowed near to 
the Hotel des Neuchatelois^ and, in general, in all submerged 
places. The small space cleared of the rocky debris which 
separates the two portions of the middle morain at the Hotel 
des NeuchdlelotSy displayed it in abundance ; and the pheno^- 
raenon was seen in perfection when we cleared away a part of 
the moraine. We even remarked that it was under the mo- 
raine, and in its immediate neighbourhood that the blue bands 
were largest and most numerous, so much so that in certain 
places the glacier appeared to be reall}b composed of immense 
plates of glass parallel to each other, and in juxtaposition. 
Hence we never failed when any of our friends paid us a visit 
to clear away a corner of the moraine to shew them the blue 
bands, and many of them were so surprised that they imagined 
it was a phenomenon which we had artificialij^ produced. The 
bands are of variable width, and their number in different 
parts of the glacier varies no less. Some are ten inches or a 
foot broad ; others scarcely a line. Upon the whole, the white 
prevail greatly over the blue bands, although there are places 
in which the latter occupy nearly as much space as the former. 
When first exposed, the bands of blue ice are perfectly trans- 
parent, and the eye can penetrate many feet deep. But this 
transparency continues but for a very short time, and speedily 
minute cracks are perceived, at first superficial, but soon they 
form a net-work, and deprive ^e blue ice of all its transpa- 
rency. These cracks also pervade the white bands ; ar^ on 
approximating the ear to the ice, we distinctly hear a slight 
noise of crepitalbion produced at the moment of their forma- 
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tion. • We were naturally curious to know if these blue bands 
penetrated far into the interior of the glacier, and it was his 
interest in this point that led M. Agassiz to descend one of the 
pits of the glacier, to the depth of 120 feet. 1 shall extract 
the following passage from ]]^is paper in the Edinburgh Philo- 
sophical Journal, which relates to his descent, which we were 
in the habit ^of calling Jus descents aux enfers. 

It was ,toward the termination of our residence on the 
glacier, when we had finished our boring, and were preparing 
to depart, that, while discussing the phenomena we had ob- 
served. one of the party remarked, that it would perhaps be 
easy to descend, without, danger, into some one of the pits of 
the glacier, and that, perhaps, some unexpected appearances 
might thus be observed. We all joined in this opinion, and 
without delay commenced seeking for a i>it suited for the 
purpose. These pits, as I have remarked in niy Etubes sur 
LES Geaciers, arc probably old crevasses, which a small stream 
of water has prevented from being completely closed ; so that, 
instead of being of an elongated form, ‘they are, on the con- 
trary, for the most part circular, and the rivulet, far from con- 
tracting them, tends, ospeoially when considerable, to enlarge 
them more and more. We found one of these pits at some dis- 
tance from our hut, which seemed well adapted for our object ; 
its mouth had a diameter of eight feet, and it seemed to pe- 
netrate vertically to a great depth. I resolved, accordingly, 
to descend ; anh to accomplish this, it was necessary, first, to 
cut oflT the stream, by making another .channel for it. We set 
all hands to work ; and when the new bed was formed, I sent 
my men to procure the tripod^ which had been used for the 
boring operations, and placed it over the pit. A board, ^on 
. which I was to sit, was fixed totthe end of the rope, and I was 
secured to that rope by a strap, which 'passed under my arms, 
so that my hands were left free. In order to protect me from 
the water, which we were not able to turn off completely, the 
guides covered my shoulders with a goat’s skin, and put a 
marmo1>-skin cap on my headw Thus accoutred, I descended, 
provided with a hammer and a staff. My friend Escher was 
tg dii^ct the descent, and for this purpose he lay forward on his 
face, with his eaf hanging over. the side, tJie better to hear 
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my directioQGT. It was agrecd» that so long as 1 did not re- 
quest to be drawn up, I should be allowed to descend, as far 
at least as M. Escher could distinctly hear my voice. I 
reached a depth of 80 feet without encountering any obstacle, 
attentively examining the lamellar structure of the glacier, 
and the small stalactites of ice, which were attached on all 
sides to the walls of the pit. These stalactites were from 2 to 
5 or 6 inches long, and only a few lines in diameter ; and they 
were bent like hooks fixed in the walls. It was evident that 
they were produced by an exudation from the walls of the pit ; 
for if they had resulted from the water falling from the sur- 
face of the glacier, they would not have been so uniform, nor 
so equally distributed over the whole surface of the sides. 
Those which were really derived from the cascade of water 
from above were much larger, were more ^ closely luiited to 
the wall of the ice, and were, moreover, limited to one of the 
sides of the passage. The bands of the blue ice became per- 
ceptibly broader as I descended ; they were less sharply marked 
than above, and the remainder of the mass, of an inferior de- 
gree of whiteness, was less distinctly contrasted with the inter- 
mediate deeper coloured laminae* At a^epth of about 80 feet, 
I encountered a ridge of ice which divided the pit into two 
compartments, and I endeavoured to enter the widest ; but 
could not penetrate more than 5 or 6 feet, because the pas- 
sage became divided into several narrow banals. I caused 
myself to be raised a little, and making the rope deviate from 
the vertical line, I got into the other compartment. I had 
observed in descending, that there was water at the bottom 
of the pit, but supposed it was at a very great depth ; and as 
my attention was esgecially directed to the vertical bands, 
which I continued to trace b^r means of the light reflected by 
the brilliant walls of the ice, I was very much astonished when 
I suddenly felt that my feet were immersed in water. I im- 
mediately directed that I should be raised, but my order was 
misunderstood, and I found I ^^yas descending instead of as- 
cending. I then uttered a cr/ of distress, which was heard, 
and I was raised before .it was necessary to have recourse 
to swimming. I felt as if I had never before encountered 
water so cold. ’Fragments of ice floated od its surface, <;onse- 
VOl. XXXV. XO. LXX. OCTOBER 1843. ^ \ * 
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quently pieoes of broken stalactites ; and the walls of the pit 
were rough to the touch, doubtless owing to the capillary 
fissures. 

^ I should have wished to have remained somewhat longer, 
to have examined in detail the structure of the ice, and en- 
joyed the singular spectacle of the blue sky, as seen from the 
bottom of the abyss ; but the cold obliged me to ascend as 
soon as possible. On reaching the surface, my friends in- 
formed me of their anxiety for my safety on hearing my cries, 
and of the great difficulty they had experienced in drawing me 
up, though they were eight in number. I had, however, re- 
flected but little on the danger of my position. Perhaps, had 
I previously known it, I should not have so exposed myself ; 
for, if one of the sharp-pointed flakes of ice lining the walls 
had been detached by the friction of the rope, and had struck 
me in its fall, the danger would have been great. I would, 
therefore, advise no one to repeat the experiment, unless for 
some important scientific purpose.^’ 

Like many other natural phenomena, that of these blue 
bands, in other words, the ribboned structure of glaciers, gave 
rise to many singular suppositions ; and this tendency to ima- 
gine extraordinary causes for the explication of facts, which 
are for the first time observed with attention, is very remark- 
able. Without doubt, the ice of our lakes aVid rivers exhibits 
no appearance of this sort ; and we should not be astonished 
at this, since the origin of glaciers is wholly different from 
that of common ice. If we follow one of these bands through- 
out a more or less considerable extent, we speedily discover 
that they invariably grow narrower, and become more rare as 
they ascend towards the nev^. It is at their origin, then, that 
we must examine them attentively, ere we shall be able to 
distinguish the causes which produce them. In 1841, M. 
Agassiz expressed the opinion, that the blue bands are bands 
of ice formed from water, in the midst of the white ice which 
is the product of the neve ; smd he thus conceived that they 
constituted one of the mean^by which the water infiltered 
into ^he interior of the glacier, and so produced its move- 
mefit, •• Professor Forbes, on the other hand, in the account 
of his^researches of 1841, simply compared them to the d&iv- 



Htport^ Ihe HeBearcheB of M, 900 

Age of rocks. This comparison, howevei*, explains nothing, 
and there is not much analogj between a mass of rock and a 
glacier. 

During the winter of 1841*2, these blue bands gave rise to 
keen discussions ; and hene'e w<^re an object of our marked at- 
tention during our expedition of the summer 1842. In fact, 
we were scarcely settled again at the Hotel dA Neuehdtelois^ 
when every one commenced to collect the whole of the facts, 
for the purpose of explaining the phenomenon in the mosl sa- 
tisfactory manner. Numerous observations have, in every re- 
spect, confirmed M. Agassiz’s first suppositions concerning the 
origin of the blue bands, namely, that they are simply bands 
of pure ice produced from water — an account which, at the 
same time explains why these bands are especially numerous 
near the moraine, where the glacier is subjected to the most 
rapid thawing. We have not space here to produce all the 
observations and experiments upon which this explanation is 
grounded ; and, therefore, we refer our readers to the work 
of M. Agassiz, which is in the press, wherein this question 
will be fully considered, and accompanied with plans and 
plates, which will facilitate its compvehension. I shall only 
state, that to arrive at an accurate knowledge of their distri- 
bution, M. Agassiz caused«a trench to be cut a foot wide across 
the whole breadth of the glacier, extending to 4000 feet, and 
to a depth sufficient for the distinct examination of the bands, 
even in those localities where the surfacS was most disin- 
tegrated. 

This trench, opened at about a league from the Hotel de 
Neuch&telois^ was included in the transversal band of 500 feet, 
of which we shall say more hereafter. It results from the 
observations, made with th(B greatest care by M. Vogt, and 
traced on a scale of one-tenth of the natural size, not only 
that the bands are much more numerous and broader under 
the moraines and in their neighbourhood, but also that there 
are very marked differences tetween the right and the left 
banks— differences which evidently result from the position 
of the valley in relation to the sun. Upon the righA bank, 
whioh is protected from the solar rays by the Griinbergjj^ the 
bands are fewer and more distinctly circumscribed thai^ on the 
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left, vAiete the whole mass b, as it were, more advanced in its 
development. For the same reason also, we find the bands 
farther down distinct on the right side, when none exist on 
the left* In a word, the bands disappear at the distance of a 
league from the extremity of t^e glacier ; or, at all events, we 
very seldom find them distinct farther down. At the terminal 
extremity, the whole mass is, as it were, transformed into blue 
ice, and it is the ice full of air-bubbles, or the white bands, 
which are the exception. As the lamellar structure disap- 
pears, the strise seem to assume a certain leaf-like appearance, 
which must not be confounded with the ribboned structure. 
On the side of the neve, the blue bands of the glacier of the 
Aar do not extend much more than a league above tlie Ifotet 
des Neuch&telois^ and Professor Forbes is certainly mistaken, 
when he alleges they may be traced throughout the whole 
glacier of the Finsteraar. I have indeed here and there met 
with some slight trace of them, even above the Abschwung, but 
they are so slight and irregular, that they must be regarded 
only as exceptional. Numerous observations have likewise 
been made upon the direction of the blue bands, and also on 
their inclination, which, « with those regarding the hardness of 
the different kinds of ice, will be published in detail in M. 
Agassiz’s work. • 

Professor Forbes, also, in 1842, resumed the study of the 
blue bands ; and as if the comparison he had made the previ- 
ous year between ihese bands and the cleavage of certain rocks 
constituted an obligation to persist in the same explanation, 
he assumes this analogy as the starting point of his new re- 
searches, and endeavours to convince us, that the blue bands 
are owing to the friction of two glaciers moving with an un- 
equal velocity ; adding, that between two strata of rock, we 
often meet with interpiediate bands which seem modified by 
the friction which the former have exercised upon each other. 
The more quoting of this explanation is sufficient for its re- 
futation. 

3. On Stratijicationt, 

The stratification apparent in the glaciers is a phenomenon 
to which all the atteiftion it merits has not hitherto been given. 
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M.^Agatssiz, it is true, had announced the fact, that all glaciers 
are stratified, and had given a figure representing this arrange- 
ment in his Atlas ; but he had not sufficiently insisted upon the 
manner of its existence, and of the different cix^mstances 
which iisually accompany the stratification ; and it was not till 
last year (1842) that it was studied with all the attention it 
deserved. It is truly astonishing that so important a pheno- 
menon had not been previously investigated. It was on^ in 
the higher regions of the neve in which, with unanimous con- 
sent, stratification was admitted. There, indeed, it is so dis- 
tinct, that, when standing upon the margin of one of those 
great hollows which are met with in all nev6s, you may dis- 
tinctly count the number of the layers. On this point, I refer 
the reader to what I have said elsewhere, when describing the 
immense hollows we observed in the upper parts of the glacier 
of Viesch, when ascending by the Col de TOberaar to the Jung- 
frau.* As to the strata of glaciers properly so called, many 
authors, and among others M. Charpentier, formally denied 
their existence, maintaining that they could exist only in the 
neve. The following question, however, as it appears to me, 
might very readily occur to the minds of the observers who 
were cognisant of the phenomena of stratification in the more 
elevated regions, namely, what became of those annual strata, 
so regular, and so well defined in their superposition ? It is 
true, that when we compare this very distinct superposition 
with the uniform appearance of the walls o1^ the crevasses in 
the less elevated regions, where the whole mass is of a pro- 
verbial uniformity, we are very naturally led to suppose that 
these strata must have been necessarily effaced by the suc- 
cessive transformations which the ice has undei^oiie ; and it 
is probably owing to Professor Forbes having confined his at- 
tention to tlicse regions, that he fell into the strange error of 
confounding the strata of the glaciers with the blue bands. 
In his latter publications, he positively affirms, so far follow 
ing M. de Charpentier, that the glaciers are destitute of stra- 
tification, whilst he has actil&Ily witnessed the strata as we 
have done, and has even given a sketch of them in oner of his. 

' • 

* See BibL Univ, I^ovember 1841 (vol. zxxvi?), p. 130, et eolv^ ■ 
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letters : new proof this how difficult it is to guard against the 
tendency of our minds to confound phenomena as identical, 
which have only an external resemblance. It is probable that 
if Professor Forbes had been loss preoccupied with the vast 
importance of the blue bands ryhich he was in the habit of re- 
garding as his exclusive domain, he would not have hazarded 
so unsatisfactory an explanation. After having viewed from 
the^eight of some commanding summit the out-croppings of 
the strata, he should have descended to the nev^, and then fol- 
lowed the windings of the same lines he had before observed, 
compared and sketched when above them, and he would then 
have soon been convinced that these lines have nothing in 
common with what he has designated the ribboned struc- 
ture, answering to our blue lines, but that they are truly real 
strata. He would have seen, in particular, that at the limit 
of these out-croppings the strata are distinctly separated, and 
that he might there readily introduce a knife, or any other 
slender body, to a considerable depth. 

Assuredly, nothing is more natural than the presence of 
these strata or beds in the glacier. Every winter there falls 
in the higher regions nfiarly an equal quantity of snow» To- 
wards spring, when the temperature begins to increase, and 
when alternations of thaw and frost occur, there is formed on 
the surface of this bed a hard crust, which becomes thicker in 
proportion as the frost and thaw are more frequent. This 
frozen crust on which the dust upborne by the winds and tem- 
pests of summer descends, separates the bed of the former 
winter from the covering of snow which falls the ensuing one ; 
whence it results that, in the hollows of the great circuses, all 
the beds are separated by beds or zones pr laminae of ice more 
or less tarnished and soiled. As thtis the quantity of snow which 
falls in these elevated regions is nearly the same every year, 
as remarked by the mountaineers, what more natural than 
that the superimposed strata should be of nearly the same 
thickness % The idea that these beds are annual deposits, 
occurs spontaneously to the minSi ; it is the opinion generally 
entertained by the inhabitants of the Alps ; and no naturalist 
that 1 know has hitherto thought of questioning its accuracy. 

We sometimes, nevertheless, observe striking irregularities 
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in the midst of the general uniformity ; thus, instead of a 
bed*of seven to ten feet, we find two of from three to four 
feet in thickness. In this case, we must admit a long interval 
between the snow-falls of the same winter. It is thus that, 
during the winter of 1840-41, after the snows of autumn, the 
environs of the Grimsel, and of the glacier of the Aar, enjoyed 
throughout the whole months of December and January a mild 
temperature and a serene sky. The temperature in the warmer 
days must have been above zero even in the highest regions, 
and this would have been suificient to form a superficial crust ; 
separating the snow which fell in autumn from that which fell 
in spring. Hence we should not be astonished to find at some 
future period a double stratum corresponding to this winter, 
when, in consequence of the movement of the whole glacier, 
these masses shall have been engaged in the common move- 
ment. 

This explanation of the formation of the annual beds is so 
natural, that I think it cannot be disputed by any one. Unfor- 
tunately, the superposition of the beds is visible in the most 
elevated positions only, where very few naturalists go to ex- 
amine them. Lower down the nev6 succeeds, which is com- 
pact, and here the crevasses are generally too few and shallow 
to allow our observing the stratification ; and as to the glacier, 
properly so called, it exhibits at its surface only very faint 
traces of the phenomenon. It is only by ascending to an ele- 
vated part of the highest ridges, where we edinmand an exten- 
sive view of the whole glacier, and by extending our prospect 
from these upper regions, where the out-croppings of the beds 
are very distinct, to the less elevated districts, that we perceive 
these croppings extend from above downwards, but always less 
and less distinct as ^e approach the extremity of the glacier. 
By thus having the whole of the phenomenon at once under our 
view, we are easily convinced that the strata exist throughout 
the whole length -of the glacier, however obscure they may ap- 
pear at first sight. It is in this way much as it is in melamor- 
phic rocks. At first view, no ^ne would recognise beds in those 
granitic walls which surround P Hospice du Qrimsel; b^t if we 
ascend one of the environing summits, we are soon persuaded, 
while beholdiiig the constant direction of the lines, that the 
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whole mass is stratified, though in a manner somewhat ob- 
scure. 

The outline of the strata is very far from being similar. If 
the glacier moved in an equable manner throughout its whole 
mass, we might, without doubt, expect to find all the project- 
ing lines regular ; but if the movement occurs irregularly, and 
the middle part moves more rapidly than the sides, or shall have 
deep and hollow beds, and if the more rapid movement in the 
middle continues throughout the whole extent of the glacier, 
the curves will thereby approximate more and more, and 
finally will assume the form of a very pointed arch, known by 
architects under the name of o^ive* Now, this is precisely 
what takes place ; and it is this which, when it reaches a cer- 
tain limits makes it so difficult to recognise the outline of these 
so greatly prolonged arches or curves. 

Another complication presents itself, when the glacier is 
composed of several portions or tributaries. Each portion at 
first has its own system of beds, and in the more elevated re- 
gions, where the movement is quite regular, the outline of the 
various portions has a considerable resemblance to that of 
imbricated tiles. But Jbhis regularity exists only in the most 
elevated regions. Speedily, from local causes, such as the 
irregularity of the ground, the shape of the valleys, the rela- 
tive position and size of the different glaciers themselves, &c., 
the movement ceases to be equal in the different portions ; 
some are more stationary, while the others advance more ra- 
pidly, and speedily the one which takes the lead so prevails 
over the others, that it appears completely to supersede them. 
The lower glacier of the Aar is very instructive on this point, 
and the mutual combination of the several tributaries, as 
they are severally encountered, is one ' of the most curious 
phenomena of stratification. An examination of the chart 
which M. Agassiz is now preparing will illustrate this matter 
more than the most ample and detailed description. 

Thfl, for the present, must suffice, in proof that the gla- 
cier is really stratified ; also, ^at the strata correspond to 
the beds of snpw which annually fall in the most elevated 
regions' j that these strata, at first transversal, slowly and 
gradually become curved in consequence of the^ more accele- 
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rated movement of the middle portion, and that this accele- 
rated*movement, continuing throughout the whole length of 
the glacier, the arches also are proportionally prolonged and 
straitened, till at last they exhibit the form of very prolonged 
ogives. ^ 

The combination of blue bands, or bands of infiltration, with 
the strata, is very readily recognised in the upper regions of 
the glacier, properly so called, where their out-croppings are 
still sensibly transverse, or but slightly convex ; for as the blfie 
bands are usually parallel to the axis of the glacier, they cross 
the projections of the strata at different angles. But, in pro- 
portion as these arcs are elongated, and rs their sides become 
parallel to the direction of the valley, the difficulties increase, 
and then we can scarcely distinguish the two kinds of pheno- 
mena, except after they have been made an object of detailed 
study. The mode in which Professor Forbes attempts to ex- 
plain the constitution of the glacier of the Rhone, is an excel- 
lent proof of this. It is known that the glacier of the Rhone, 
about half a league above its inferior extremity, presents a 
considerable disruption — dhoulementy — ^which is known under 
the name of the Cascade of the glacier, ^nd which is admired 
by all travellers as higldy picturesque. Below this cascade 
the glacier resumes its regul|ir course, and there is seen on its 
surface a series of lines or arcs, at first but little curved, and 
almost transverse, w'bich stretch out more and more, until 
they describe semicircles, and finally the prolbnged arches or 
ogives. The crevices form a right angle with these lines, 
whence it results that where these latter are longitudinal (on 
the sides of the arches), the crevices are transversal ; and 
where the lines are transversal (for example, at the anterior 
margin of the glacier)? the crevices are longitudinal. This 
remarkable antagonism of the arched lines with the crevices, 
of which Professor Forbes has given a sketch in the Edinburgh 
Pliilosophical Journal,^ is so evident, that no one can question 
it. But the explanation which the learned Professor offers of 
the phenomena appears to me altogether erroneous : He sup- 
poses that a pressure from the descending mass operates in 
■ s 


* Vol. sxxil. p. 89, Jaiiiuu 7 1849r 
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the middle of Ihe glacier, at the base of the caeeade, and that 
this pressure, by forcing forward the ooncentric arcs, pro- 
duces tiie appearance of curves which exists ; and because the 
carevices are at right angles with the arched lines, he concludes 
that they are the blue bat^ds. Unquestionably, it is a fact, 
speaking generally, that the blue bands intersect the crevices 
at right angles, and we willingly concede that Professor Forbes 
was the first who pointed out the circumstance to the attention 
observers ; but surely this is insufficient ground for the in- 
ference, that all the lines or outlines which exhibit this pecu- 
liarity are consequently blue bands. We have a thorough 
conviction, that if Professor Forbes, instead of confiding in 
the infallibility of this rule, had more narrowly examined the 
structure of these concentric arches, he would have been satis- 
fied that they do not at all correspond to the primitive blue 
bands (his ribboned structure) ; that these latter are much fewer, 
and that where they exist they do not coincide with the arched 
lines of the surface, which are so readily distinguished higher 
up, at Meyenmand. I believe, that, with a closer attention to 
facts, we might give a more natural account of all the pheno- 
mena. In truth, to every one who notices the arrangement 
of the strata in a glacier, it is evident that those concentric 
lines which Professor Forbes regards as blue bands, are no- 
thing else than the outcroppings of the strata. Now, if we 
admit that the cascade dislocates the glacier only at the sur- 
face, there is nothing astonishing in finding that it produces 
beneath the same arrangement of strata which prevailed above. 
The only peculiarity which presents any difficulties is the fact, 
that the arched lines are almost transversal at the foot of the 
cascade, whilst farther down they form curves which are more 
and more prolonged. It is as if fhe glamer was again re-formed 
after it had passed the fall. Perhaps, also, the strata are but 
little arched immediately above the cascade, and in that case 
there would be nothing astonishing that their outlines corre- 
sponded beneath also. The whole difficulty, then, comes to 
this : Does the cascade breal^^ up the glacier throughout its 
who?e depth, or is the whole phenomenon confined to the sur- 
face b The examination of the strata at the upper part of the 
glaqier can alone'solve this {Hroblem. 
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• 4. Ohaervatiom on the pre^mAed of Ice, 

Continued researches often lead to the invalidation of opi- 
nions which are very generally adopted. It is a prevailing 
opinion with the mountaineers, and from them has fcund its 
way as an undoubted dogma into the works of naturalists and 
natural philosophers, that the ice of the glaciers fs perfectly 
pure. This alleged purity is even become proverbial in some 
countries ; and from the time of Scheuchzer and De Saussure, 
down to that of Gharpentier and Agassiz, every one was for- 
ward to confirm it. When in the clear atmosphere of the 
high Alps, under the serenest sky, we contemplate those walls 
and vaults, whose lustre rivals the bright azure of the firma- 
ment, we readily persuade ourselves that the ice which com- 
poses them must be perfectly pure. And notwithstanding, if 
we reflect upon it, we shall find that we have no plausible 
room for admitting the absolute purity of the ice of the gla- 
ciers. A long sojourn amidst the ice of the Alps can alone 
reveal to us the true state of matters, and inform us of the 
imperfections and intimate defects of the glacier, for this ice, 
so exceedingly transparent, has its own« share of impurities. 
In the year 1840, when we visited the grotto at the extremity 
of the upper glacier of Grindekvald, we discovered, not without 
surprise, a rolled pebble in the midst of the ice, and M. Agas- 
siz directed the surrounding ice to be carefully removed, that, 
if possible, we might learn how it had been introduced. But 
we discovered absolutely nothing which gave us the slightest 
information on the point ; the surrounding ice exhibited no- 
thing particular ; and as there was only this single pebble in 
the whole surrounding mass, we inferred it had probably fallen 
into a crevice which subsequei^ly was closed up.'^ 

M. Escher de la Linth was the first who shook our confi- 
dence on this point, by informing us he had seen in the glacier 
of Viesch large pebbles embedded in very pure ice. Nevex*- 
theless, we did not arrive at the knowledge of the true state 
of mattei*s till the year 1842. # In cutting a drain near the 
Hotel des Neuch&telois^ we noticed that one of the blue hands 


* Sse Bibl. Unxvex’selle for April 1811, voL xinU p. a59< 
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enclosed a regular bed of gravel nearly half on inch thick, and 
which penetrated into a depth of more than two feet. Our 
attention being excited by this occurrence, we examined the 
glacier with this object, and it was not long before we disco- 
vered gravel, and the mii^ute debris of rocks in many other 
bands. At a later period, when we had learned to distinguish 
between the sti*ata of the glacier and the blue bands, we regu- 
larly found that the greater number of the projections of the 
strata were accompanied with a slight bed of giravel ; and, as 
it always happens, these traces of gravel become, in their turn, 
a distinctive character of the strata. 

Whilst boring the gallery of infiltration, we likewise re- 
marked traces of gravel in many places at the depth of eighteen 
feet. We even discovered in the roof of the gallery a com- 
mon fly in perfect preservation, with its wings and legs entire, 
and at the distance of a few inches many fragments of differ- 
ent grasses equally well presen'^ed. When we had once ac- 
quired the certainty that all parts of the glacier enclosed fo- 
reign bodies in greater or less quantity, wishing to take an 
approximate measure of this quantity, M. Agassiz caused the 
splinters of ice to be collected which the piercer detached 
from its point, which their lesser specific gravity brought to 
the surface from a depth of about 20 feet. These splinters 
were all of an ice apparently pure and perfectly transparent, 
especially where the air-bubbles did not superabound. The 
quantity of ice thus collected yielded 27 quarts {litre^ of wa- 
ter. This water deposited, at the bottom of the containing 
vessel, which had been thoroughly cleaned, a layer of very fine 
siliceous sand, which weighed 64 grammes, so that each quart 
of water did not contain less than 2i ^ammes of foreign mat- 
ters, or about 50 grains. y., 

What was the origin of this sand ? A question this which 
may the more naturally be put, after it has been so long held 
and taught that the glacier ice does not contain, and could 
not contain, any foreign body. To explain the presence of 
this sand in the interior of a glacier, and at all depths, it is 
necQ^sary to remember that each bed of snow which falls 
during the winter in the elevated regions remains uncovered 
during the ensuin'g summer, — that during this season the wind 
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wafts towards it a certain quantity of dust and other foreign 
mattenf ; for, although the dust is less abundant in these rc« 
gions than in the valleys beneath, tempests are not wanting 
which elevate it from time to .time. But the stratum of snow 
which is at the surface this year is covered the next by an- 
other, and the dust which had accumulated upon its surface, 
thus passes into the interior of the mass. At a later period, 
this snow is transformed into ice, and as the dust it contains 
is very fine, it will percolate, and probably circulate with th^ 
water, across the capillary fissures, so as to be uniformly spread 
throughout the mass. A direct proof that it is decidedly in 
this manner that these occurrences take place, is supplied by 
the fact, that the blue bands, in which water circulates much 
more frequently than in common ice, likewise contain a much 
more considerable quantity of gravel. This in no degree pre- 
vents a portion of the gravel from remaining on the surface 
of the beds, and hence their outcroppings are always more or 
less soiled. 

We might cite, in confirmation of these observations, the 
fact, that the ice, however pure in appearance, never supplies 
a water that is perfectly limpid ; it always, more or less, ex- 
hibits the milky hue which characterizes the water of all 
glaciers; and when it is left •at rest, it usually deposits a 
residue which is somewhat fiocculent. Chemical analyses 
of the water of glaciers have hitherto thrown no light on these 
points. * 

(JTo be continued^ 


On the Composition of ^Avant^ine-Glms» By Professor 
F. Wohler. 

Artificial AvAN:(URiifE is a brown Glass with included 
small, very brilliant, spangles, which give it a peculiar sliining 
appearance. It was formerly employed for various articles of art 
and ornament, and* was manufactured at Murano, near Venice. 
When my friend and colleague Professor Hausmann (to w])om 
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I am indebted for the historioal information) visited the Vene- 
tian Glass Manufactories in 1819, it was no Irniger made, and 
nothing could be learned of its mode of preparation^ which 
seemed to have remained a secret. The information on the 
subject, afforded by technological works, according to which 
avanturine-glasB is produced by the fusion of fine leaflets of 
gold, coppbr, brass, mica, or talc, with glass, is incorrect, as is 
distinctly proved by microscopic examination.* 

J. G. Gahn was the first who made the observation that the 
metallic spangles in avanturine-glass are crpstals^ which must 
have been developed during the cooling of the melted mass. 
When Hausmann was at Fahlun in 1807, Gahn shewed him 
these crystals under the microscope, and they then appeared 
to be regular six-sided and three-sided tables. The view of 
a piece of avanturine under the microscope, when only a mo- 
derate magnifying power is employed, is really surprisingly 
beautiful ; and we perceive that each little spangle is a regularly 
formed brilliant crystal. The crystals are evidently segments 
of regular octahedrons, but so thin that we never can observe 
an entire octahedron. They are quite opaque ; and the glass, 
in which they are embedded, is transparent when in thin plates, 
and has a yellowish colour, which in certain directions exhibits 
a tendency to bluish-green. • 

The formation of crystallised bodies, in masses which have 
been produced at a high temperature, is always deserving of 
attention, especially with reference to the formation of the 
crystallised compounds of the mineral kingdom ; and hence it 
was of some interest to ascertain what the crystals in avan- 
turine really are. The author of this paper, hoping that 
analysis would afford information on this matter, caused several 
specimens of avanturine-glass to be examined chemically by 
Mr Schnedermann. As thd substance is not soluble in acids, 
the decomposition was effected by heat ; partly along with car- 
bonate 6f baryta, and in the other cases ^recourse was had to 
the usual method of analyzing the silicates. It resulted that 

^ b 

^ We must not confound with avanturine-glass the variety of quartz which, on 
aocouLit of its similar guttering property, has also been termed Avanturine. 
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pieces of avanturine) which were dissimilar in their external 
aspeef, though they varied a little in the proportions of their 
constituent parts, still contained the same ingredients. The 
mean of several analyses afforded the following composition in 
the 100 parts : — 


Silicic acid with traces of tin, * . . 65.2 

Phosphoric acid, .... 1.5 

Oxide of copper, . . ^ . 3:0 

Oxide of iron, .... 6.5 

Lime, ..... 8.0 

Magnesia, ..... 4.5 

Soda, . . . . .8.2 

Potash, ..... 2.1 


Alumina and sulphuric acid, traces. 

99.0 

From this composition, we can only conclude that the arti-* 
ficial avanturine of Venice is an ordinary glass which owes its 
colour and shining appearance to copper, and copper pro- 
bably in the form of protoxide. However, the perfect opacity 
of the extremely thin crystalline leaflets was against the last 
idea. The microscopic examination of the fine powder of me- 
tallic copper, which was obtained by reduction with phosphoric 
or sulphuric acid from the solution of a salt of copper, afforded 
decided evidence on 'the point. Such* copper-powder, examined 
under a magnifying power of 60 or 80 times, presents precisely 
the same appearance as the spangles in the avanturine ; it 
consists entirely of brilliant octahedral crystals which exhibit 
sometimes three-sided and sometimes six-sided faces. Hence 
it cannot be doubted, that the crystals in avanturine-glass 
consist of metallic copper, which has been separated from the 
melted glass containing'^xide of copper, by means of the ad- 
dition of some reducing substalKse. There are two other cir- 
cumstances in favour of this view ': first, that this glass is so 
easily fusible that it Ij^ecomos liquid much under the fusing point 
of copper ; and, secondly, that Hausmann possesses a copper 
slag from Biber in Hesse, which includes octahedral spangles, 
precisely similar to those of avanturine.* ^ 

j , 

* Getting. Oelehrt. Anzeig., No. 179 and 180; and Feggendorff's Annalen, 
lS43,No. 2,p. 286. • 
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On ilis Forms assumed by Granite and Gneiss at the surface Oj 
the Earth. By Baron Leopold Von Bucii. 

In almost every locality where granit'' occur?, it is quite 
apparent that the projecting mass forn part of an ellip- 
soid with a' convex surface. This is beautifully seen in the 
Brocken, when we ascend trom Elbin^jrode by Schierke. 
These ellipsoids are of greater o^ mailer c-i^cent, som.-oimes 
many Gerraar miles in size, as in the Riesongobirge, in 
the Bohemian and Moravian mountains, in the Odcnwald, in 
the Biack Forest, and in Cornwall ; or only the size of hill., 
but then they are grouped togethe'^ in larger ..umbers, as in 
the southern part of Hindostan; or in Sweden and Finland. 
If the granii-e is covered by gneiss, tuoii the latter follows the 
fo^Ttn proscribed for it by the g^’anite. In the interior, these 
convex masses are formed of layers, which lie concentrically 
over one another, always becoming smaller and smaller, till 
they form a kind of cylinv.«rof buw small breadth. The po- 
sition of tho superimposed mountain rocks, and the change 
produced at their boundaries by tUe granite, lead to the very 
probable conjecturo that tue granite it. If has been raised 
from the interior like a kind of bladder, and that tho rocks 
covering it have been eithei pu»hea cA^side, or completely con- 
verted into nc w rocl^s. The division into layers was a conse- 
quence of the cooling of the granite which was raised at a 
high temperature ; for, the Experiments of Gregory Watt, and 
Gustav Bischoff of Bonn, have directly proved such a laminated 
separation of cooling masses. The surface of this convex mass 
of granite is often covered with an inconceivable number of 
blocks that are not far distan^ from fheir parent rocks, which, 
however, often rise to great h'mghts. So it is on the Brocken, 
on tho Achtermanshbhe, on tho Riesengebirge, at many loca- 
lities in the l^ack Forest, and almost at every place where the 
granite is of some extent. These desolate block-covered sur- 
faces have given rise to the legend of “ Devil’s Mills” {Teufels 
MiMen) ; they are also sometimes termed Rocky seas (^Fel- 
sen Meere\ and, in Greece, Devil’s floors” (Ulrich’s 'Reise, 
vol, i., p. 121). ^They also are restdts of the'’ contraction^ and 
consequent separation of the cooling surfaces ; and hence it is 
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conceivable how granite should bo more covered with such 
block^ than other mountain-rocks. The layers are often smooth 
on their surfaces^ just as if they had been polished. An ob- 
servation which can bo made in the middle of the town of 
Stockholm proves that these are produced by rubbing on ono 
another, tl. at they aro truo friction suiifaces. Proceeding from 
Sodormahn’s sluice, “ Stora Glasbioiksgata,’* to the Catharine 
Church, wo find nvex strata of gneiss, which are transversed 
by many '"nail granite veins. These veins, however, regularly 
exhibit a shift as the^' pass from one layer to another, so that 
it is evident how ono layer has advanced over the one imme- 
diately under it^ and undoubtedly not without smoothing aud 
po^^shJr:,.; itself on tlie robbing surface. Tho under layers, also, 
wh ieii are d by < alters, arc just as smooth and as polished 
as tho oi^^or ono at tho surface ; and, hence, every external 
cause of the smoothing, such as the movement of masses of ice 
or of blocks over tho surface^ is completely excluded, and must 
be rejected. 

Tho whole of Finland, and tho greater part of Sweden, are 
covered by such small granite and gneiss systems, composed of 
polisliod layers, and tho mode of distribution is very distinctly 
and beautifully seen in the ideal section which accompanies 
Engelhardt's Sketches of Finjand. This display terminates at 
the soutli coast of Finland, and we find on tho other side of 
the gulph, in Esthland and Licfiand, indications of extraordi- 
nary tranquillity in the mountain rocks — traifquillity and an 
unifoimity which prevail over tho greater part of European 
Russia, and cannot be equalled in tho whole of the rest of Eu- 
rope. Tho Silurian strata in Esthonia not only lie very regu- 
larly and quite horizontally on one another, but they are like- 
wise so little altered, thiR/ the organic remains which they con- 
tain are almost every whero ^My recognised, and can with 
facility be removed from the matrix. The newer rocks follow 
in largo curved masacs as far as the Urol apd the granite ellip- 
soid of the Ukraine. 

That the ^eiss which covers the ellipsoids of granite in 
Sweden and Finland, like all gneiss generally, owes its qpgin 
to metamorphism^ which has formed it from previously existing 
slates at the timO of the elevation of tho granite (by the pene*- 
^ VOL. XXXY4 NO. LXX.— OCTOSSa 1843. Y 
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tration of fdspar between the slates, and the conversion of the 
slaty mass into mica), is a view which has been adopted by the 
most eminent geologists for many years, and which has latterly 
been not a little confirmed by many acute observations and 
reasonings of Messrs Dufrenoy and Elie de Beaumont in the 
illustrations of the geognostical map of France- According to 
this view, d;ll the gneiss of Sweden and Finland involves tho 
supposition of the previous existence of Silurian strata over the 
u^olo north of Europe ; for, where unaltered strata present 
themselves in that region, they belong to the oldest strata of 
the transition series. The action of this immense metamor- 
phism terminates with the Gulf of Finland, and it does not 
appear again in Russia. 

Every map of these northern countries shows quite distinct- 
ly that tho Gulf of Finland is a continuation, having the same 
direction, and placed in the same latitude, of the strait which 
separates Norway from Jutland; and, exactly in the same 
direction and latitude likewise, Sweden is traversed by a hol- 
low in which a great series of lakes succeed one another, by 
moans of which it becomes possible to convey ships of war 
through the solid land from the North Sea to Stockholm, 
without having recourse to the Baltic. It is only in this hollow 
that the unaltered transition strata present themselves, up the 
Motalelv and in the West Gothland plains, and the strata 
contain the same organic remains which occur near Peters- 
burg and Reval, and hence evidently belong to the Silurian 
series. 

It is not impossible that the remarkable mountains of West 
Gothland, viz. IHllingen with its prolongations, the Kinne- 
kuile^ omdi the Rallberg and Hunneberg^ near Wenersborg^ may 
one day give us the key to th^^iause'of these inlets being the 
boundaries of the action of *flie granite and of the metamor- 
phism of the slates into gneiss. Tho hills of which I have 
spoken rise like castles above the plains, and are the only ones 
whose steep acclivities are composed of unaltered fossiliferous 
strata of tho transition series.^ At a little distance from their 
bases, such strata are no longer met with in the flat country. 
Each'^hill is also covered by a mass, often of considerable di- 
menaons, of a rbek which is probably augitic, and is black 
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and granular, like the basalts of StafFaandtho other Hebrides* 
Now, •as observations made in Germany and Scotland have 
fully proved that such augitio rocks proceed from the interior 
in irregular masses and veins, and have spread themselves 
over the surface of the strata that have been broken through, 
it cannot be doubted, that each one of the West Gothland 
hills also contains a basaltic cylinder, irregular mass, or vein, 
which unites tho upper bed with a basaltic or augitic mass 
that extends far beneath the granite. The hill of BillingCn 
is quite similar to tho Meisner in Hesse, in which^numerous 
shafts, leading from the outer circumference to tho interior, 
have brought to light the internal basaltic iiucleus. The gneiss 
every where surrounds these hills like a projecting rampart, 
but is never in immediate contact rvith them^ and it is, in fact, 
very much to be doubted, if in tho whole of Skaraborgslan 
there is a single point where gneiss or granite forms tho un- 
derlying mass of the hills composed of upraised transition 
strata. 

It is, therefore, tho basaltic mass concealed in the interior 
which has protected the silurian strata that wore penetrated 
and raised by it, and which has withdrawn them from the 
metamorphic action of the granite^ and tho other matters that 
accompanied it at its proU*usion. A little further (at tho 
Hunnoborg, near Floh-Kvrcka, about a German mile distant), 
the basaltic rock terminates, and tho granite again presents 
itself at tho surface, at least it does so in SmSland as far as 
Schonen, but not in Esthland and Lieflaiid. 

It is witli some surprise that we again meet with the con- 
vex and smooth layers of granite in Switzerland. One would 
not have anticipated this occurrence in a chain where there is 
so much disturbanco, and in which the mountains rise into 
such bold peaks and ridges. ^l?hey are, however, no longer 
observable on the summits, but in tho valleys they are, exhi- 
bited of large dimensions and of wonderful extent. There is 
a fine example in the well known Hollenplatte, above Handeck, 
on the Grimscl, which is represented in Agassiz’ work as an 
illustration of glacier action. Saiissuro, on tho othcr^hand 
(iii. p. 459), saw there strata^ one above the other, covreexes^ 
posies en retraitbles unes sur les autres^ eomme d^mmenses gta- 
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dinsf^ £md this view seems to hold good with regard to the whole 
of the pass of the Grimsel. Near the wooden bridge which,*hbave 
Handeok, leads from the left to the right bank of the Aar, wo 
see quite at hand smooth strata which become concealed under 
those that are superimpose(|^ and which run under the latter 
with the same smooth osurFacos. Beautiful convex masses, 
forming laybrs the one above the other, again appear on the 
Sidelhorn acclivity of the valley of the Grimsel, and on the 
pass itself. Saussure would scarcely have recognised a polish 
produced by glaciers in the ^^liochers moutormh^'' which are 
formed by those layers; in fact, the appearance seems to indi- 
cate and to prove a much more comproheiisivo and more widely 
extending cause than the action of glaciers could have boon.** 


The Cells in the Ovpm compared with Corpuscles of the Blood . — 
On the dijftrence in Size of the Blood-corptiscles in dif 
ferent Animals. Bp Mautin Barry, M.D.^ F Jl.S.S.L, 
and 

1, In several communications presented to the Royal So- 
ciety, and printed in tjie Philosophical Transactions, it has been 
my endeavour to shew that the remarkable process effecting 
the division and subdivision of.wliat is usually termed the 
yelk’’ in the mammiferous ovum, is to be recognised in other 
, i^ells ; and nowhere more distinctly than in certain states of 
the corpuscles the blood. In proof of this, I gave the de- 
lineations, figs, 1 to 5, along with many others. Figs. 1, 2, 3, 
represent blood- corpuscles (cells) of 
the Sparrow. 1. The nucleus single : 

2. The nucleus dividing into twoparts : 

3. This divisitfti is complete. Pigs. 4, 
5, ave^blood-eorpuscles (cells) of the 
foetal Ox, three-quarters of an inch in 
length : 4. The nucleus consists of two 
discs: 5. The iliscs have separated 
and much increased in size, and they 
are passing into the state of cells. 

♦ M^thly Reports of the Academy of Sciences of Berlin, and Puffgendorff ’s 
Annalou, 1843, No, Jp. 28p« 

f liiondon, ISdinburgti, and Dublin 2?bil, Mng. 1st June 1^43. . 

\ ‘ 
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2. Such having been my views, it was very satisfact<)ry to 
meet with the following eonfirmation of them. In a lecture 

delivered a few weeks since at the College 
of Surgeons, Professor Owen exhibited tlio 
sketches 6 to 10, in a thesis by Dr Bagge,* * * § 
representing successive stages in the de- 
vclopuftcnt of the ovum of &n intestinal 
worm ; and stated the results of Dr Bag- 
ge’s observations. I find the following re- 
marks on this subject in the published lec- 
ture of Professor Owen : — “ There is a close 
and interesting analogy between tho above 
pliEcnomena [observed by Dr Bagg^ fig. 6 
to 10] which were published in 1841, and 
some of those communicated by Dr M. Barry to the Royal 
Society, in January 1841, tind published in the Philosophical 
Transactions of the same year. The clear central nucleus of 
the blood* corpuscle is there shewn to form two discs, t which 
give origin to two cells. We may, likewise, discern in the 
pellucid nucleus of the yolk, dividing and giving origin to two 
yolk-cclls, according to the German author, the hyaline nu- 
cleus of Dr M. Barry.”! ' . 

3. Professor Rudolph Wagner observed that the size of the 
blood-corpusclcs in the^ naked Amphibia is So much the 
larger, the longer the gills continue in the larval state.” Thus, 
the blood-corpuscles are larger in the Newt tlian in the Frog. 
Ho hence conjectured that the Proteus and Siren, because 
they permanently have botli gills and lungs,— being therefore 
pemanently larva?, — ^would be found to have the largest blood- 
corpusclcs. In the Proteus, he had the opportunity of seeing 
tlic idea realized.§ — T^iis connexion between the size of the 
blood-corpuscles and a larval cbmlition of the animal, I believe 
has not been explained. 



* De evolutionc Strongyli (turimlaris et Ascaridis actimiitatm viviparormi. 
Brlangcs, 1841. 

t See Phil. Trans. 1841, pi. 18, ag.%7, [and pi. I 7 , fig. 24.] 

i Hunterian Lectures, by Professor Owen, F.ItS., from Notes taklli by W. 
W. Cooper, M.R.O.S., 1843, No. 3, p. 78. • 

§ See Proceedings of the Zoological Soeiety, Nov. if, 1837. ■ * 
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4. On first seeing the large cells in the mammiferous ovum,* 
1 was struck with the resemblance they bore to the corpus- 
cles or cells of the blood in, for instance, the Batrachia ; which 
was also remarked by Dr Roget on seeing my delineations of 
the former : and I have sii^e (§ 1, 2) shewn them to be per- 
petuated by the same m^hns. Finding also in the blood of the 
mammiferous embryo corpuscles dl cells (figs. 4, 6) like the 
ordinary blood-corpuscles or cells of the adult Batrachia, &c., 
I conceived that the difference between the condition of the 
blood corpuscles in the embryo and in the adult of the same 
animal, was referable to a diflFerenco in the degree of their 
development as cells-f 

5. Now, there arc facts, I think, which leave little doubt 
that the blood-corpusclcs — not only in the embryo, but at all 
periods of life — are descended from the two colls constituting 
the foundation of the new being in the ovum ; cells arising 
out of previously existing cells, by self-division of the nticlci. 

6. When tracing the early stages in the formation of the 
embryo, I shewed that, as the cells thus increase in number, 
they diminish in their size. Have w’O any proof that this 
diminution in size ceases in later stages Is it not rather to 
be presumed that it continues % and, indeed, does not the dif- 
ference in size between the corpuscles of adult and foetal 
blood render it probable that this progressive diminution in 
size goes on 1 Jf so, the younger the larva is, the larger may 
be its blood-cells. And as a larval state in the Batrachia, &c., 
is indicated by a retention of the gills, is it surprising that we 
find their blood-corpuscles large in proportion to the length of 
time during which they retain the gills % 

7 . I cannot doubt that a law of the kind now mentioned — 
progressive diminution in thc^.j5ize of cells — is general in its 
operation ; and if so, it may legulate the magnitude of the cor- 
puscles in other blood. 


• Researclios in Embryology, Second Soyie.9. Phil, Trans. 1839, pi. 16, fig,' 
150i, &c. ^ 

t On the jCorpusclee of the Blood, Part II Piiil. Trans. 1841, p. 206. 
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On he Comparative Level of Lakes and Seas, as the Caspian, 
Lake Aral, Black Sea, Bed Sea, Mediterranean, Lake Ti^ 
herias. Dead Sea, Atlantic, Pacific, SfC. By Baron 
Alexanjser von Humboldt* 

• 

'The Caspian Soa has prcsejited two problems which ^haye long been 
subjects of discussion^ — the problem of its isolation^ and that of the 
relative height of its mean level | and there has been a similar fluctuation 
on both these points. Inasmuch as^ by the assiduous labours of MessA G. 
Fuss, Sabler^ and Sawitsch^ the height of the waters of the Caspian was 
perfectly ascertained in the year 1837, wo might pass in silence the 
attempts which were made by means of barometrical measurements. 1 
wish, however^ to record here some of the results which, for 60 or 70 
years, most engaged public attention. 

C/iappe* found from the barometrical observations made by Dr Lecrc 
at Astrakhan, from the years 1732 to 1749, that the Caspian was depressed 
51 toiscs. This result he designated as evidently absurd." 

ImcJiodzow, in comparing the mean barometric heights of Kamychine, 
a small town in the government of Saratov (means deduced from ob- 
servations from October 1770 to August 1774), with the corresponding 
barometric means of St Petersburg, concluded from this comparison, that 
Kamy chine (lat 50” 5'), upon the banks of the Volga, is 171 French 
feet, (28.6 toiscs), below the level of the siirface at St Petersburgh.| 
There is a dificrence of 4^ of latitude between Kamychino and the 
mouth of the Volga ; and*^ there is 10° between Kamy chine and St 
Petersburgh. It is very m^ely that a remark respecting the depression 
of the basin of the Caspian, which is to be found in the celebrated work 
of the Abb<^ Baynal upon the colonies, is grounded upon his cognizance 
of the barometric calculations of Inochodzow. llis eminent Russian 
philosopher mentions that, previous to his time, Chretien Maya\ in a 
memoir regarding the transit of Venus (p. 316), had valued the negative 
height of the Caspian at 101 feet (17 toises), grounding his calculation 
upon the barometrical observations of the traveller Lerche^ It is almost 
superfluous to point out,^hat this coincidence, with the first provisional 
result derived from the grand t^onomctric levelling of 1837, is alto- 
gether accidental. In fact, it is in%ypsometry as in the determination 
of diflerent astronomical positions. When a point has for a long time 
oscillated in our charts from north to south, we always*find some one or 
other ancient chart which indicates the true latitude, in agreement with 
the result of the latest and most difficult operations. Pallast preferred 

i 

^ Voy. en Slb&ie, T. u. pp. 487-401. 
t l)<Iov. Acta Acad. FCtrop, T. xii. p. 606, 1801, 

X Reise, T. Ul. p. 316 . * 
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a Taloaiion which differed but little from that of Mayer« He aasigne 10 
toiees for the difference of the level of the waters of the Volga and the 
Bon, at the place where the rivers most approximate. When to this we 
add the 8 toises which M. Goebel found Zaritzin higher than the level of 
the Caspian, by a very accurate barometrical levelling, we have for this 
level — -18 toises. Nevertheless, we must remember that, according to a 
geometric levelling recently mgide^y the officers of the Imperial Corps of 
Boads and Highways, the differences of tho level of the Bon and Volga, 
between Katchalinsk and Zaritzin, is twice as much as that stated above, 
or 21.2 toises. MM. Parrot and Behagel have found it barometrically 
to be 27 toises. From my own observation (on the 21st October 182D), I 
found a difference somewhat less between the Volga and Tchivskaya upon 
the Don.* 

The barometrical means which the Acta Acad, Petrops 1782, p. 24, sup- 
ply . for Astrakhan, Irkoutsk, Moscow, and St Petersburg, make the 
Caspian —-45 toises. 

The astronomer Wimiew^H^ from barometric observations of 3 years’ 
continuance, fixed the level at — 257 feet, or 42.8 toises. It is not, how- 
ever, probable, that it was to this conclusion that Tliomas Young refers, i 
where ho affirms that the depression of the Caspian appears to bo nearly 
300 English feet (—47 toises). 

The barometric levelling by stations, executed in the year 1811, by 
MM, Parrot BXid Eiigelhardt, between tlie Caspian and the Black Sea, gave 
in going and retuming, in 27 days, — 54.2 toises ; in 30 days, — 47.1 
toises i mean, 50.0 toises. » 

Monteith believed that ho ascertained by the determination of the boil- 
ing point of water, that the level was — QJl toises ; and Loktin, from baro- 
metrical observations from 1805 to 1811, made at Astrakhan, that it was 
—39 toises.^ 

MM. Hofmann pud Helmersm conducted with much care, in 1825, a 
barometric levelling by stations from Orenbourg to Gourief, situated at 
the embouchure of tbe Jaak (Oural) into the Caspian Sea. They found by 
this levelling, and from corresponding barometric observations at the ex- 
treme points, that Orenbourg was elevated 52 toises above the level of 
the Caspian Sea. Now, M. Galle assigns from the whole barometric ob- 
servations of MM. Hofmann and Karelin alk, Orenbourg, that this for- 
tress is 39 toises above the ocean, l^^m this it may be deduced, that 
the Caspian has a depression of — toises, a result which is remarkably 
accurate, but v^hicb was for long misunderstood, because it was supposed 
that Orenbourg stood but little above the level of the ocean. Tho baro- 
metric observarions which were made together by MM. Hofmann, Hel- 
mersen. Rose, and myself, from the 12th to the 21st of October 1829 on the 

< 

» 

* Pa^ot, Reise zum Ararat, 1834, p. 13,192. ' 

t Coum of Lectures, 1807, vol. i. p, 671 ; voL ii. p. 367* ^ 

X 'Pi^usner Hbhen Im J^orop. et Asiat. Russlrad, 1836, p. 23.^ 
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shores of the Caspian^ were 'compared with corresponding observation's 
at Kasan ; and they have made us sceplioal ever since respecting any 
very great depression of the Caspian. 

M. Parrot, whose premature loss science has to regret, during his me- 
morable journey to Ararat, conceived doubts concerning the accuracy of 
two barometric levellings by stations which he had executed with extreme 
care, though labouring under fever, in the year 1811. In 1830, he had 
the energy to repeat this painful labour between Astrakhan and New 
Tcherkask, which occupied him for twelve days. From these observa- 
tions, ho concluded, that there exists only a slight difTerence in the le^'cl 
of the surfaces of the water of the Black Sea and the Caspian.^ It would 
not be easy sufficiently to commend the stem and noble candour which 
M. Parrot has displayed in discussing his own barometrical observations. 
The source of error ought to be sought for alone in the barometric me- 
thod of levelling by stations, to which the mode of observations made at 
the extremities of a geodmsical line is greatly preferable. In the partial 
levelling by stations, the errors accumulate by the influence of the frequent 
change of local temperature, and by the comparison of two instruments, 
the one of which, and the same one, always preceding the other. Another 
barometric levelling by stations was likewise executed in the years 1838 
and 1839, simultaneously with the geodcosical levelling by M. Fuss. By 
various accidental causes it again yielded a result of ~47 toises, a depres- 
sion almost identical with that given by the first operation by stations, 
in 1 811, by M. Parrot. 

The results derived from the barometric 6bservations taken on the 
shores of the Caspian and Black Seas have boon very difTcrent. M. Sa- 
witsch, from observations madeM Taganrog and at Astrakhan^ has made 
the depression — 22.2 toises ; M. Gobelt from observations at Astrakhan 
and Sympheropol, has made it ,15.9 toises ; and M. Lenz, by comparing 
3510 barometric observations made in 1830 at Bakousby M. Meyer, and 
at Taganrog by M. Moyer, 16.8 toises.^ 

If, thanks to the admirable labours of MM. Fuss, Sablor, and Sawitsch, 
we now know with mathematical precision tho real deprossiou of the level 
of the Caspian Sea, amounting to 12.7 toises, the accounts of the height 
between the Caspian and the Lake Aral are not equally certain. Those 
accounts have been taken anly by means of barometric levdliny by stations 
conducted during tho military o^Q^edition of rOiist-Ourt,§ during tho 

* See Jteiea nach dem Ararat, T. ii. p. 12-31 ; likewise Letter of M. do 
Humboldt, of date 28th May 1834, stating doubts of a depression of 200 or 300 
feet attributed to the basin of the Caspian Sea. T. ii., p. 101-108. 

t H. Gdbel has compared the barometric observations of M. Ofib at Astrakhan, 
those of M. Steven at Sympheropol, and his own at the Sea of Azov. Gobcl, 
Beisc, T. ii. p. 103. ^ 

t Becueil des Aqtes de TAcad. de St Petersburg, 1836, p. 20. * * * § 

§ See T. i. p. 421. The direct rerolt obtained by J3agoskin, Anjpurand 
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winter of 1826. After the troubleecnne and unsatisfactory experiment 
of comparing the goodsssical levelling with the barometrical of tlie year 
18d7> it is impossible to have much confidence in the barometric method 
employed.^ As the Lake Aral has been found to be only 34 feet (5.6 
toises) above the level of the Black Sea^ and that in the two barometric 
levellings by stations in 1811 ^nd 1837> the error exceeded 224 feet 
(37-3 toises)^ it may well be that the Lake Aral may bo at the level of 
the waters ofrthe Caspian^ and that all the Aralo- Caspian basin has a 
depression of 76 feet ( — 12.7 toises). But without adopting this conclu- 
sion^ grounded upon the analogy of the barometrical operations of 1811, 
1826, and 1837> and excluding also the whole shores of Lake Aral, wo 
still find, as the result of our actual knowledge, an extent of continental 
land of more than 8000 square marine leagues depressed below the sur- 
face of the Black Sea. The geodmsical line of zero height, that is to say, 
that which unites the points of the surface placed on the level of the 
Black Sea, traverses the Volga between Zaritzin and Saratov. Now, 
from the extremity of the delta of the Volga to Zaritzin, there are 3® 40' 
of latitude — a distance equal to that from Paris to Grenoble, or equal to 
four-fifths of the extent of Spain. To the east of Zaritzin, the shores of 
Lake Eltonf and Kalmykova, tipon the river Jaik, are firom 5 to 12 toises 
below the level of the Black Sea. It is also believed that the country 
which encloses, to the west of Kalmykova, tho salt-lakes of Kamych- 
Samara, have a depression of -—23 toises, consequently being ten toises 
beneath the level of the Caspian Sea.J M, do Struve remarks, that 
tho line of the zero level ^surrounds a submarine space (placed beneath 
tho surface of the Black Sea) greater even than tho surface of tho Cas- 
pian ; and that in the geodmsical levelling of 1636 and 1837> the limits 
of this vast Asiatic depreBsion towards the west, was at a distanco of 12 
marine leagues from sliore.§ We have seen that to tho north|| and 
north-east, tho d€|)resBion extends above 70 leagues. Limiting ouraolvcs, 
then, to an estimate of 8000 square m^urine leagues less than that of 
M. do Struve, wo obtain for the area of tho total depression, — includ- 
ing that which is actually covered with the waters of tho Caspian Soa, 


Duhamcl, was, that the level of tho waters of I-ake Aral was 117.6 English feet 
(18.3 toises) above the level of the waters of the GliSpian. 

* See an interesting Memoir of M. l^z : Considerations Mathematiques sur Ics 
niveUementa pear Stations an moyen sfabarometre, (Bull, de St Petersburg, T. i. 
p. 51 tipd 63. 

1 1 have found tho south-west extremity of this lake generally very oii^neoasly 
placed in our maps in lat. 49** 7' IT', and long. 44'' 16" 36^ 

; Gbhcl, Heiae, T. ii. p. 200. 

§ Bull, de rAcad.''ae St Petersb., T. iii. p. 368. 

II It results from the barometric obsef vations of M. G6bol, considering the zero 
at theeacvel of the Black Sea, and admitting — 12.7 toises for tho Caspian Sea; 
that ths; Volga, near to Saratov, is at an elevation of + 6 toises ; Zaritzin is —5 
toises; the Steppe Khotchetoevka — 12 t.; the Lake Boglo — 3 t.; the Lake 
Arsofigar + 12 1. ; and tho Mount Grond-Bogdo 4* 87 1. According to MM. Parrot 
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and always excluding Lake Aral»— more than 18;000 Square marine 
leagues ; in other words, a surface of 900 square leagues larger than that 
of Franoe. It is earnestly to be wished that tlio Imperial Academy of 
St Petersburg will continue the beautiful geodmsical survey commenced 
under its auspices, and that that illustrious society will not only asoertain 
the true difPerenco of the hoiglits of the Aral and the Caspian, but that, 
so far as these regions ore accessible lo siach peaceful occupations, they 
will also succeed in procuring the zero geodmical line between he Volga 
and the la’ik, between the lalk, tho Emba, and the north-east extremity 
of tho Aral Sea, and finally, between this sea and tho Aksakal-Barb^^ 
M. Arago who, in his writings, always ascends with success to first prin- 
ciples concerning the physical constitution of the glob^, has^ in hu memoir 
upon comets, pointed out a curious work of Halley, t in which the English 
astronomer, us early as December 1694, mentioned tbe great depression of 
the Caspian, which he attributes to the shock of a ball of immense dimen- 
sions; in other words, of a comet* *'The vast depression,** observes M. 
Arago, ^^of a whole country, in former times appeared of an explanation too 
difficult for the action of any ordinary forces ; and in despair of sucli 
causes, recourse was had, as in many other circumstances, to an action pro- 
ceeding from the celestial spaces* In the present state of our geological 
knowledge, this idea of Halley will not receive much favour. Scarcely any 
one now doubts that the isolated peaks, and the longest and most eleva- 
ted ranges of mountains, have proceeded from the interior of tho globe 
by tbe way of upheaving. But does not this very upheaving imply tho 
production of a void beneath tho surrounding districts, and the possibi- 
lity of tliis subsequent subsidence ? When we cast our eyes upon a 
geographical chart, wo easily perceive that no port of tho world exhibits 
so many upraised massos as Asia. Around the Caspian Sea, at greater 
or loss distances, we find tlie high lands of Iran and of Central Asia, tho 
mountain chains of Koucn-lun, and of Hindoo-Kbo, the mountains of 


and Behaghol. tho Volga near Zaritzin is 27 toiscs lower than the Don 72 versts 
above tho Patlisbansk. I assign these valuations, remembering how uncertain a 
barometric levelling is in the plains and for the measurement of small heights, 
-when the differences in the height of the columns of mercury do not attain to 
2 niillimetres, and arc grounded uxmn a small number of observations. 

* I attach great importance to Ihe^detcrmination of the height of the land in 
the Bteppe, which the ancient hollow,! a||ning S.S.E. and N.N.E., and of which I 
have often spoken, follows. I find in my correspondence with M. St Martin, that 
this Bcwant had heard of a tradition of tbe Avares, according to which tHis people 
allege that they had quitted their original place of abode (at the foot of Altai ?) 
on account of the sudden drying up of on interior sea, and of an increased dryness 
of the Steppe.” I am quite ignorant of the source whence M. St Martin pro- 
cured tills notice, which wc might be tempted to associate with the Chinese story 
of the disappearance of the “ Sea of bitter waters.’^ ^ 

t Some considerations cd>out the cause of the Universal Deluge , Phil. J^rans, vol. 
xxxUi. p. 122. ** A^hock of a comet may have occasioned that vast deprtmon of 
the Caspian Sea and other great lakes in the world.” ^ * 




328 On the Cmnparative Level of Lakee and Seas. 

Armenia^ and those of tlio Caucasus* Eonce> without having recourse 
to a comets is it not natural to suppose that the upraising of enor- 
mous masses of rock we have just named^ was sufficient to induce the 
sensible depression of the intermediate localities ? This solution of a 
carious problem in physical geography which the shores of the Caspian 
has originated, may so much t^e less give rise to serious difficulties, 
inasmuch as in tliese very regions the surface, oven at the present day, is 
not ultogethoi stable ; and the bottom of the Caspian Sea Itself presents 
alterations of elevations and depressions. It is, .however, true, that the 
fact under discussion will lose much of its interest, if wo investigate it as 
a simple meteorological phenomerum. Suppose that a J ulia island should 
happen to rise in the middle of the Straits of Gibraltar, and close up the 
entrance. Immediately, the rapid current which a portion of the waters 
of the ocean constantly pours into the Mediterranean would cease ; im- 
mediately the level of the Mediterranean would fall, for the total volume 
of the rivers it receives would not compensate, as it appeal's, for the loss 
resulting from evaporation. During this gradual lowering of the level 
of the sea^ parts which are now submerged would appear above the 
waves, would connect themselves with the neighbouring continents, and 
would romain, as at present, beneath the level of the ocean. This, per- 
haps, is the solution of the whole problem of the Caspian, and especially, 
if with some geologists wo add, that, in this sea, hirge volcanic crevices, 
from time to time, permit its waters to dissipate themselves in the bowels 
of the earth, and thus render the difference more sensible which, even 
without this occurrence, edready existed between the ^ects of the annual 
evaporation, and the waters supplied by the Volga, the Oural, the Terek, 
and other rivers.'’* * 

These judicious considerations acquire still greater importance when 
wc consider the additional information collected since the days of the 
illustrious Pallas, especially from the maps of Major Khatov,j: and 
from the detailed investigations of M. Parrot, upon the plains which ex- 
tend in the steppe of the Kalraucs and Turcomans, between the Black 
and Caspian Seas, in the 45^ and 47° of latitude. A slightly elevated 
ridge detaches itself from the Caucasus, running from the Elbrouz to- 
wards Stavropol, in the direction from south to north. Upon the oppo- 
site slopes of this ridge there take their origm, first, the Kouban and the 
Tcrok,§ and then the Icgorlik and iho Kouma, which, at the end of 
. 

* Scs Notices ScienUjlqma by M. Arago, Inserted in the Annuaire du Bureau des 
Longitudes, 1S32, p. 362. • 

t Pallas, Voyage daais Us Provinces m'ridionaUe de la Busaie in 1793 and 1794, 
T. i. p. 235. Pareau de La Malle, Oeographie physique de la Mer-Novre, p. 176, 
194, and 264. Compare also Pansner Zeuno, in the Journal of M. Berghaus, 
1836, No. 140, p. 179 and 187. 

t Maps (in 10 sheets), published by VEtat-Major of the Imperial Army, ropre- 
Bcnting the country between the Black Sea and the Caspian.^ 

§• Since the cottmiercomont of the 17th century, great changes -have taken place 
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summer, sometimea lose themselves in a lake of the Steppe, without ever 
reaching the Caspian Sea. Still farth^ on, at the northern extremity of 
tlie ridge, the bifurcated Kalaiia takes its rise.* This last river, whoso 
course is very variable, commingles its waters with thoso of the Manetch, 
an affluent of the Don. It is even regarded as the principal source of 
the western Manotch. Another branch of the Kahilis proceeds to the 
eastern Manctch, and spreads out near to Gouidouc, a post-station on 
the road from Astrakhan to Tiflis, into a largo lake which the Kal- 
in ucs call by the name of Kokoussoun. The conformation of the district, 
which gently undulates along the Manetch, and to the north of the Kounja, 
is very remarkable. The course of the Manetcli or Manytch is 500 versts 
in length ; its fiill is so trifling that, according to the testimony of General 
Bogchinovitch, who has examined its windings, its waters during the 
summer actually follow the direction of the* wmd. The river at the pre- 
sent time does not tliroughout the upper course approximate nearer than 
70 versts to the weedy shores of the Casphin Sea ; and yet, without 
doubt, it was in this part of the Kalmuc Steppe, we must suppose, that, 
previous to those times we designate historical, a communicatioii exist- 
ed between the basins of the Caspian and Black Seas. 

The work in which MM. Fuss, Sawltsch, and Sabler are about to de- 
scribe the district which has been the theatre of their very careful gco- 
decsical labours, will shed new light on those views, several of which may 
appear to bo rash. I shall here limit myself to the statement of a very 
curious fact which, according to the report of some of the natives who 
seem worthy of credit, was received by M. Parrot at Qouidouc, namely, 
that there existed, in times quite modern, a communication between the 
eastern Manetcli and the Caspiaq Bea. All these facts, however, render 
it highly probable, that, in ancient times, previous to the time when the 
sand embankments and the downs, accumulatedby the winds, had changed 
the Burflice of the soil ; and, previous to the sea of Asav being restricted 
to its present limits, a strait or natural canal had conducted the waters of 


at the embouchure of the Terelc and the Tunien.nenr whicli was situated the fortress 
of Terki, which was constructed under the Czars Michel- Feodorovitch and Alexi* 
MLchoilovltch, and destroyed by the orders of Peter the Great in the year 1722. 
The site of this fortress has since been entirely covered by the Caspian Sea ; a 
phenomenon ttio more oxtraoi^inary, that at the same epoch the waters of this 
sea apparently sank at the custom-houde qf Astrakhan, and towards the months 
of the Volga. See the Memoir of M. Ha^l, Sur un eijeiytdition min<raloyique au 
Cixwiase 3 faite in 1628, tw^ les auspices du Czar Michel FeodoromtcK • 

* Parrot, Ueisc zum Ararat, T. ii. p. 12-25, and p. 33-36. The watera of the Kouban, 
the legorliki and the eastern Manetch, flow to the Block Sea ; those of the Terek 
and of the Kouma to the Caspian Sea. The Kalaiis forms, by its bifurcation, to 
the west, the western Manetch, which dilates into a salt lake (the lake Manetch), 
and receives the legorlik before it readies the Don. The eastern branch of tho 
Kolaiis, which merits a more special examination, seems to form tho easfflrn Ma- 
netch. Tho river Kouma does not in all seasons reach as far os the Oaspiftn, often 
teminating in summer in a frosh-water lake, the lake ofTai’ligor. 
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‘Uie Euxiao to tbe C^ispian Sea.* * * § This strait must have produced a 
marine ourrent from west to east; similar, on a small scale, to thaif which’ 
iasues by the pillars of Hercules into the Mediterranean, and which 
may be ‘teiced even to the coast of Pelusium, where it opposes the too 
rapid increase of the Delta of Egypt, t 

Without having recourse to the oscillations which, at the epoch of 
great geological revolutions, have made the recently solidified crust of 
our planet often rise and fall in the plains, we may suppose that, even 
still, many continental regions, supported by solid rocks, are found at a 
le>;el inferior to that of the ocean, but that, from the large accumulation 
of abraded soil, superimposed upon the tertiary and secondary rocks be- 
neath, the ancient difference of level is hid from our observation. Such 
a difference, notwithstanding, remains very visible in many parts of the 
coast of Holland, and in the north-east of Germany ; as it is also in 
Egypt in the Natron Idkes^ visited by General Andreossy ; as also in the 
hitter lalces of the isthmus of Suez, when they arc left dry4 or contain but 
an inconsiderable depth of water. The difference of the level of the sur- 
face of the seas, rated at five toises at the isthmus of Suez by M. Le 
Pore, and of half a toiso at the isthmus of Panama, by MM. Lloyd and 
Falmorc, are phenomena of nn entirely different kind from that with 
which we are now engaged, Tliey are the effect of currents, of the pre- 
ponderating direction of certain winds, of the height of the tides reflected 
by tbe windings of the coasts, of the form of the canal§ by which they 
flow OP ebb, and finally, of the variations of the density of our planet. 

It is the isolated basin of the Jordan and the Dead Sea, whose hypsome- 
tric relations have so recently engaged the attention of travellers, which 
offers the closest analogy with the isohi^od basin of the Caspian Sea. The 
detonnina.tion of the boiling point of water, which, to be exact, requires 
much care, and barometrical measurements, which, unfortunately, did 
not accord, at fii^!; gave for the depression of tho level of the Dead Sea 
beneath the level of the Mediterranean results which varied between 500 
and 1100 French feet (between 83 and 183 toises). Tho barometer of 
M. Schubert, and the barometer of Messrs Moore and Beck, indicated 


* Tho mean level of lake Manetch, the enlar|fement of tho western Manetch, 
Mid consequently also of the western b^ch of the Kalaiis, does not appear to he 
elevated above 3 or 4 toises above therievel of the Block Sea. 


t Letroune, Mtm. mr Visthm de Suezt et Je cmal dejonction dea denx mm (Bev. 
des deux mondcs. July 1841.) 

t In this state, the Sitter lakea are 20 feet beneath tbe level of the Mediterra- 
nean. 


§ M. Arngo, in discussing the height to which the level of water maintains itself 
in a gulf which communicates with the Scean by a narrow canal, has pointed out 
that itc" not raathematicaUy proved, that, by a canal of a certain form, the quan- 
tity tha,^ enters und escapes will be tbe same. An accumulation of water, or a 
ris^in the level of a gulf or a narrow sea, may be produced by this cause alone. 
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almost at the same time, in the month of April 1837) the existenee of an 
enormous hollow.^ The two English trav'ellers estimated the depression 
of the Dead Sea at — - 03 toises. M. le Oomte de Bertou has the merit 
of having first determined the amount of the depression by barometrical 
measurements. M. Oaillier,t after discussing a portion of the measure- 
ments, concluded it amounted to — 208 toises (-— 406 metres). More 
recently, t M, de Bertou, by combining, indiis memoir, all the observa- 
tions made in March 1838, and in May 1839, estimated it at — 215 
toises ( — 419 metres). M. Schubert calculated the level of the Sea of 
Tiberias at — 89 toises ( — 535 feet), but he did not measure the De^ 
Sea. M. Russegger, whose joumies in Africa and Asia have enriched 
geology with many important observations, lias watched the indications 
of the barometer in November and December 1838, during 15 days at 
Jaffa, at Jerusalem, and at the Dead Setu Ho thinks it possible, owin]^ 
to the want of corresponding observations, that the result of his measure- 
ments may leave a mean doubt of 200 feet at most ; but, allowing for 
this doubt, he calculates that higher than the level of the Mediterranean,§ 
Jerusalem stands + 2479 feet (413 toises), and Bethlehem +*2538 feet 
(423 toises) ; and below tlie level of the Mediterranean, the Lake Tibe- 
rias is — 625 feet ( — 104 toises), and the Dead Sea — 1341 feet 
( — 223 toises, or — 435 metres). In proportion ns, in the geodoosical la- 
bours, from the variations of successive results, the level of the Caspian has 
ascended from — 50 to — 13 toises in relation to the Mediterranean, tho 
level of the Dead Sea has proportioi^ally descended. After the numerous 
doubts which ha%o prevailed regarding tho gieat depression of this last 
level, a trigonometrical survey, executed in the autumn of 1841 by Lieu- 
tenant Symond of tho British Hoyal Navy, has given the result, that 
tlio surface of tho waters of the Dead Sea is 251 toises (489 metres) 
lower than tho highest house of Jaffa, and probably 219 toises (427 metres) 
lower than the surface of tho Mediterranean. This trigonometrical re- 
sult differs accidentally only 8 metres from the result of the barome- 
trical measures of MM. Bertou and Russegger. The geological pro- 
blem of tho depression of tbe valley of tho Jordan and of the Dead Sea 
is all the more important,Uhat it is intimately connected, I will not say 
with the destruction of the five cities of the plain, but with the impossi- 


^ Jottmed of the JRoy. Oeog. Soe. vol. viii., 'p^250. Jameson's Sdin, Phil. Joum, vol. 
xxix. p. 96. ** Professor Schubert of Munich* two Englishmen Messrs Moore and 
Beck, and M. J. do Bertou a Frenchman, almost simultaneously, and quife fade- 
pendently of one anothel*, have made the discovery that the Dead Sea and the en- 
tiro lower valley of the Jordan, are situated considerably below tbe level of the 
Mediterranean Sea.^' 

t Bulletin de la Soc. de Gcogr. T. x. p. 84 ; and Nouv. Ann. do Voy. T. i. 
1839, p. 8. ^ 

X Bull, de la Soe. de Geogt. T. xil. 1839, p. 166. ^ 

§ M. Russegger hi|^ published a detoiled^count of bis labours, in Poggendorff 
Annals, 1841, Numb. 5, p. 186. * 
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long ago ostablisliecl by M. Letronne, i>f the non-coxnmunlcation 
of iiie Jordan, in historic times, with the Elunitic gulf of the Red ^ea» 

If. the depression of the Caspian Sea and of the surrounding country is 
incpnsiderablc, in comparison of the barometrical and trigonometi'ical 
measurements made in Palestine, and which, numerically, seem to be 
very near the truth, it, on the contrary, gains in importance when com- 
pared with the differences presented by the different parts of the ocean 
which are in c«ommunication with each other. In the sequel, in the 
way of comparison, I shall cite those only which are based on gcodrasi- 
ca{ levelling, which are altogether worthy of conAdonce. 

The Gulf of Mexico (Mer des Antilles) and the Padfie Ocean, 

General Bolivar, at my request, in the years 1828 and 1829, engaged 
the services of an olEcer of his staff, Mr Lloyd, an American, and of M. 
Falraarc, a Swede, carefully to survey tbo isthmus of Panama. In this 
operation they employed a levelling telescope of Carey’s. At the mouth 
of the Rio Chagres, in the Gulf of Mexico, the difference of the clovation 
at the fuiraud ebb tide was only 0.16 of atoise ; at Panama, on the shoTes 
of the PaciAc Ocean, it was 3.3 tolses. From the survey of Messrs 
Lloj'd and Fidmarc, it results that the mean level of the PaciAc Oceaii'^ is 
at the most but 0.54 of a toise more elevated than tho water of the Gulf 
of Mexico, but at the time of the neap tide upon the two coasts, the Pa- 
ciAc Ocean is lower than the Gulf of Mexico, to the extent of 1.01 toisos. 
At different hours of the day, then, it is now tho one sea, and now the 
other that is highest. M. Arago has accurately observed, that, in an un- 
cultivated countiy, beset with difficulties, in going over a line of 33 
leagues, and taking 935 observations, tjic small error of three feet may 
readily occur ; and, consequently, that every proof exists that tho differ- 
ence of level between tho two great ^eas, which communicate by the 
Straits of Magellan round Capo Horn, is so small as to be inappreciable .f 1 
myself believe that 1 established, by^neans of barometrical observations 
taken from 1799 to 1804, and corrected from the effects of hourly vari- 
ations, that if any sensible difference existed between the waters of the 
Mexican Gulf and the Pacific Ocean, this difference was probably not 
more than three yards (metros). My barometrical observations,! as welt 
as the compoi'ison of those of M. Boussinga^lt in 1822 at La Guayra, 
and those of M* Pentlond at Callao of Lima, in 1826, seem to assign even 
a lower level to the waters of the M^ican Gulf; but tho variable inAuence 
of capRUvrity throws a doubt upon the obtained results where tliey refer 
to the decimals of tnillimotros in the column of mercury. 

The MedUerrancan and ilic Led ^a.-^The problem of the relative height 


« Philos. Transact., 1830, p. 84. ^ 

t Noises Scientifiques of M. Arago, in. the Anntiaire for 1831, p. 319. 

! Hudiboldt, ^latwn MwU IV iii., p. 355-7. Arago, in les Ann. dc Chimie, T. i. 
p. OC tlnd 64. ‘ “ 
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of the KedTSea and the Mediterranean^ after having oeeupied the attention 
of clapsical antiquity, has been examined in a very general point of view in 
Vorenius' Treatise on Physical Geography,* for which Newton exhibited 
BO decided a predilection. Anjrthing, however^ like accurate measure- 
ment, wasnotmadcprevioustothetimeof the French Expedition toEgypt« 
The observations conducted by M. Le Pfere, have established thait the 
level of the Mediterranean, at the embouchure of the Delta, is inferior by 
4.1 toises to the neap tides of the Red Sea, near Suez, and 5.1 toises to 
the level of full tide. It is probable that the cause of this remarkable 
diflerence of level is the elevation of the water in the Arabian Gulf to ^he 
north of the Strait of Bab-el -Mandeb, and not, as M. de Corancez t has at- 
tempted to prove by the hydraulic hypothesis of the reciprocal attrac- 
tion of the molecules of water, to the depression of the eastern portion of 
the Mediterranean, in which a copious evaporation is not compensated 
by the volume of water which is poured in by the rivers. 

The Mediterranean and Atlaniic,^l^hiA comparison of levels, based upon 
trigonometrical operations, whose precision surpasses all that has hitherto 
been published in this kind of labour, is two-fold. The former exhibits 
the almost insensible diHerence of the Mediterranean and the Atlantic by 
the Pyrenees; the latter connects the Zuider-Zeo, near Amsterdam, 
with Marseilles. Delambre had previously endeavoured to deduce from 
the great chain of triangles which extends from Dunkirk to Barcelona, 
the levels of the two seas. The triangles included between Rhodez and 
the Mediterranean gave, for the ver tical height of that town, a result 
which agrees to a fraction of a metre with the4ioight calculated from the 
ocean, which was deduced from that portion of the chain interposed be- 
tween Rhodez and Dunkirk. trigonometrical survey, executed by 
MM. Ooraboeuf, Peytier, Hossard, and Testu, during the years 1825- 
1827, and running along tho 8q;uthern frontier of France, supplied all 
that remained doubtful for tho solution of the problem. The station 
of Crab^re occapies nearly the middle of the interval which separates 
tho Atlantic from the Mediterranean. Its height has been calculated 
by three distinct combinations. One has been conducted by proceed- 
ing from tho Atlantic and from the Mediterranean to Crabere, pass-* 
ing by the single series of the summits of the triangles which bound the 
chain on the ecntih ; a second by selecting exclusively the northern sum- 
mits ; and the third and last, by taking tho diagonal directions, in other 
words, by taking alternately a nortlitei and a southern summit^t 1 
supply below the results of that combination along the chain of tlie Py- 
renees, and of that trkingulation which traverses Holland, Germany, and 


« Chap. xiii. prop. 5.. i^p. xv. prop. 8. I will not attempt to justify the ex- 
aggerated ideas of the author upon the ^olame water, which the riverst and es- 
pecially the Volga, pour into the Caspian, xvi. prop. 6, 
t Jtincraire d'unepartie peu connue de VAtic mineure, prop. 27. 

X Arogo in the Annuaire for 1831, p. 325, Also M4moircs presents t TAcod. 
des SciencoJ, Tom. iii. p. 81. 
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France^ firotn Amsterdam to Marseillos.* Geograpbers and natural pbi- 
loBopbevs who do not rest satisfied witb vague approximative m^bods, 
know pot Itow much the admirable labours of M. Delcros have advanced 
at once bypsometry^ geodmsy> and barometrical mensuration, 

ComparUm bp the Pyrencee , — Colonel Coraboeuf, starting from Fort 
St Ange, upon the shores of the Mediterranean near Perpignan^ and 
from the Fort Socoa^ near Bayonhe> on the Atlantic^ reached the sum- 
mit of Craberi^, by four series of points^ and found that this point is ele- 
vated— » 


From the 
Mediterranean 
by 

From the 
Atlantic 
by 


the Southern Series, 
the Northern 
the Diagonals • 
the Diagonals 

the Southern Series, 
the Northern 
the Diagonals 
the Diagonals 


Metros 

2633.37 


I Mean - 2G33.C|0 metres. 


2633.87 

2632.79 

2632.95 

2632.02 

2633.61 

2832.49 


Mean = 2032.77 metres. 


Difference of mean results - to the different levels of the two seas == 0.73 metres. 


'' This mean discordance in the level of the two sens, being within 
the limits of probable errors^ it may be concluded that the mean levels 
are nearly identical. 

(b) Comparison through Germany and Holland, — M. Delcros having mea- 
sured a geodmsical chain from the Mediterranean to Darmstadt, by Stras- 
burg and Geneva, found-— 


The height of the gallery of the tower of Darmstadt above the Mediterra* 
neaiif • • , . , . metres 187.39 

Same height by Glerman mensuration, ubove the Northern Ocean 
(Zuider-Zee), near Amsterdam, . , . 187.30 

Whence it follows that the difEbrence of the mean levels of the ta'o 
seen, . . . . ^ . . • + 0.09 

Dy the parallel of^Bourges from the ocean to Noirmoutiers, mea- 
sured by Colonel Coraboeuf, the difference is, . . ■ + 0,30 

Colonel Broussaud, by the mean ])araliel proceeding from the ocean 
to Cordouan, near Saintes, is . . . .= 74 . 0.52 

Tbeso discordances being all comprised within the limits of the pro- 
bable errors of geodmsical levellings, prove that no difference exists in 
the sensible level between the surfaces of ec^ilibrium of these two seas." 
. We have still to add, and also from a note supplied by M. Delcros, 
some ooDsidorations concerning t^ rise which recently is alleged to have 
taken place iu the northern part of the Adriatic Gulf. The Command- 
ant Delcros and Captain Ohoppin having connected the geod&esical 
operations executed in France and Switzerland with those effected in 
Bavaria by General Bonne, have determined the altitudes of Hornliberg, 
Bigibeig, above the level of the Mediterranean. The Swiss en- 


SSI , , , 

* Taldto from a Note which the Comman^nt M. Delcros has been so kind ns 
glv/^me. t ^ 
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glneers have thus connected these points with those determined in the 
Tyrol ]j^y the Austrian engineers^ so furnishing the following results^ 
starting from the Mediterranean 




Ifstret* 

Altitude of Kumonborg aboye the Medlter- 1 _ 

ranean at Marseilles, , . , . I “ wowri 

The Austrians give it, aboT6 the Adrian, =!s 0824)0 / 
Altitude of Frastenzersond above the MediA - •• ma % 

terranean at Marseilles, • , . J 1036.^1 

The Austrians make it, above the Adriatic, » 16274S8 / 

Altitude of the Fundelkopf above the Medi* 1 ojAft Q£\ \ 

terranean at Marseilles, . . 1 “ I 

The Austrians give it, above the Adriatic, = 2804.68 1 
Hence the mean height of the Adriatic Clulf above the Medlterra' 
nean at Marseilles. 

The Swiss engineers make it in reference to the ocean, 


Metres. 

» r.63 


Ddffhrence =s 


BiUbrenbe ss 0.12 


8,80 

-7.68 


M. Delcros is persuaded that this diiferonce between tlie levela 
cannot exist. Admitting a filling of the Adriatic, from the feeble iides 
which occur, and from the counter-current that is well known, these 
efiects together cannot amount to 7 or 8 metres. He has been assured 
that the Swiss engineers, in discussing the partial results inserted in the 
hypsometry of Austria by Colonel Fallon, have been led to reduce this 
pretended difference of level from 8 metres to 2, He is not yet informed 
iii:)on what grounds this reduction is made ; but he tabes the liberty of 
expressing a hope that the Austrian Government will direct that the 
most southern points of Switzerland and Bavaria sliall be linked in a 
manner more satisfactory and accurate with the Adriatic.*’* 

It has appeared to me important to collect in this work all that we 
know at the present time, concerning the comparative h^dra.ulie.hypsometry 
of the waters which belong, and Biose which do not belong, to the same 
surface of level. Physical geography can make progress only by grasp- 
ing the results already obtained, by discussing the bases of numerical 
elements, and mounting up to those general views whidh alone give dig- 
nity and life to the sciences.t 


* M. Delcros supplies the following results of the correction of the triangles of 
Bavaria : — 


1. Summit of the tower of Notre-Dome of Munich, 

Pavement of the same dhureh, . . 

2. Peissenberg, at the sorihee, pavement oiKhe church, 

3. Boncdictenwand, summit of the mountain, . 

A Wendelstein, 8ummit.of the mountain, 

(17oCe, 


Metres. 
. . 615.67 

, ^ 518fi7 
^,14 
. - 1788.96 
. 1843.60 

B^tmher 1841.) 


t From Humboldt's Centrale, 1843, vol. ii., p.301. 
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gewuA Cetochilus belonging to the order Copepoda and^he fa* 
fnily Pontia ofM, Edwards* By Henry D, S. Goodsir, 
Conservator of the Museum of the Reyal College of Surgeons, 
Edinburgh. Communicated by the Author, with Plate. 

(Oomtinued from p. 104.) 

Cetocliilus' septentrionulis, the species now to be described, is about 
a line and a half, or two lines long, of a bright red or scarlet colour, and 
sKghtly translucent. The botly is divided into two great parts, the 
capitO'thoracic, and the abdominal. The superior antennso are almost 
obsolete, and arc composed of two articulations, the last of which is 
about four times as long as the first, and is lanceolate. The inferior, or 
external anteunm, are very long and slender, being longer considerably 
than the body of the animal. Each of them is composed of twenty-four 
articiulations ; the first of these is the largest ; the twenty-second and 
twenty-third are each armed with a very long setum, which is pointed 
upwards and inwai'ds. 

The eyes are two in number, but very minute. The foot-jaws are ten 
in number. The first (Plate VI. Fig. 12.) consists of two branches arising 
from a common x>^dunclc ; one of those consists of a single articulation 
only, which is considerably bent, fiattenod, and which tapers to a point ; 
it is armed with long simple setce on its superior edge ; the other part of 
this foot-jaw is biarticulate, the first joint being the longest ; it is armed 
with a long single spine 4t its extremity ; the second articulation is about 
half as long as the first, and its extremity is armed with a number of very 
long setc 0 . 

The second pair of foot-jaws are connected with the mandibles, and 
are also composed of two parts arising from one common peduncle, and 
composed of the ^ame number of articulations as the last, but smaller. 

The tliird pair of foot- jaws are very curious, and if they were free of 
the setse would present very much the appearance of a human hand with 
the index and little fingers concealed. 

The fourth pair of foot-jaws are composed of one flattened scale^iko 
Joint, with a great number of long setm arising from its inner edge. 

The fifth pair of foot-jaws are composed bf four joints, the last of which 
is very long, an^ armed on its inner edge with long spines. 

The ambulatory logs are te^ in number, and arc bipartite. They 
arise *from the last five thoracic segments of the body. The peduncu- 
lar portion of the leg consists of two segments. The external portion 
of the leg is composed of four articulations, the last of which is long, 
claw-like, and serrated on its inner edge. The internal edge of the third 
artieulatkkA is armed with a great humber of very long spines ; the in- 
tomaf portion of the leg is composed of four very short segments ; it is 
as Ipng as the two first segments of the external portjon. 

* (the abdominal portion of the body is much smaller than the thoracic, 
not being nearly so thick, and is generally in an erect position ; it con- 
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sists of Bix BOgments, and the last has the extremity armed with two 
BtylesjOwhich are each composed of a single plate> the extremity being 
armed with live very long spines. 

The organs of the mouth. in tliis animal^ from its small size, 1 have been 
unable to make out. 

The alimentary canal consists of a simple straight tube. The breath- 
ing is carried on doubtless by means of the spines and setssj which are 
so numerous on the foot-jaws. • 

This species is distinguiBhed from 0. australis by the two long spines 
which arise from the twenty-second and twenty-third segments of ^le 
external antennee ; the extremities of those antenneo in M« Vauzeme's 
species having only one spine^ or^ according to that author, bifid* The 
foot-jaws also differ in the two species^ but especially so in the third 
pair ; these organs in C. septentrionalis preseiiting very much the ap- 
pearance of a human hand with the index and little linger flexed, as it 
were, on the palm, whereas those of C* australis consist of three branches 
arising from each side of a stem. 

SECT. IV, — ON A NEW GENUS AND SrECIBS OP CEUSTACBAN. 

The animal which is now to be described, is met with occasionally ' 
among the Maidre. It is solitary in its habits, a single specimen being 
only seen now and then, owing, however, to its brilliant metallic colours, 
is easily observed as it shoots along the surface of the water. 

The structure of this animal is su^li as to require the formation of a 
now generic situation in the family Pontia of M. Edwards. The deci- 
sion of this question was difficult, owing to the apparently contradictory 
characters in the structure of the animal. I at one time placed it in M. 
Edward’s restricted genus Moifoculus, from the structure of the an- 
tcunce and eyes. After a minute examination, however, of several spe- 
cimens, 1 was enabled to analyze* the structure of the animal more cor- 
rectly. It forms the, or one of the, connecting links*betweon the two 
families, namely, Pontia and Monoculus. It is connected more nearly 
to Ponthi by moans of the structure of the body, the foot-jaws, the am- 
bulatory legs, the abdomen, and the eyes ; to Monoculus by means of 
the antennro and the eye. 

Upon looking cursorily at the organs of vision, the observer would 
suppose that the animal W'sll really Monoculus. This arises from the 
circumstance of the eyes being situated at the superior extremity of a 
tubular organ, which is apparently for tkie purpose of assisting the sight# 
Tlie eyes are situated on the dorsal aspect of the body, near to tlte an- 
terior extremity of the body, and almost between tlie origin of the an- 
tennm. 

GENUS IREN.£US.^ (MlHI.) 

A large tubular organ arises fronf the lower or abdominal surface of 
the body, in the superior extremity of which the organs of visftn oro 
situated ; the right iintennee very much swollen a little behind the middle*' 
Foot-jaws ten in number. • 


* St IrensBUs to whom the church of Kilrcnny or Irenic in Fife yras dedicated. 


8^8 Mr H* GrtJOdsir on ike Sexes of ike Ciffipe^s, t^e, 

IUBN^US fiPIiSNBIDirS Mlltl. 

Description. The whole animal gives forth a kind of lurhihous ap- 
pearancoj which is apparently caused by the splendid metallic colours 
with which it is adorned. The prevailing colours are sapphariue and 
emerald. The whole length is from about three to four lines ; and the 
body, like those of other animals of the same family, is divided into two 
great parts, the cephale-thoracic, and the caudal or abdominal. Tho 
head is as liwgo as all the thoracic segments conjoined ; the thoracic 
segments are six in 'number, and the abdominal are five. Tho head of 
tlfls animal is largo and rounded superiorly and anteriorly ; it projects 
downwards and forwards in the form of a rostrum. One pair of an- 
tonme arise from the anterior part of the head ; they aro hardly so long 
as the, thorax, and are very curious. 

The right differs from the left in being very much swollen about tho 
middle ; it may be divided into throe parts ; the first or proximal is con- 
siderably dilated, and is of an oval shape as far as tho sixth articulation, 
where it becomes much smaller, the four following being only about one- 
third of the sise ; the middle division of this antennee is also very much 
swoUen, but is pyriform, the largest part being proximal, and the contract- 
ed distal ; tliis division is six-jointed, and the last joint, which is largest, 
is deeply serrated on its inner edge. A large muscular or glandular body 
runs from the base of this division lo the proximal extremity of tlic first 
articulation of the last division of tho antennm. This last division is 
composed of three articujations ; the first of these is tho thickest, and has 
a deep notch on its inner^edge, near to the basal extremity ; this articu- 
lation is also armed on the same edge, hut anterior to the notch, with a 
number of spines. This curious mechanism seems to be adapted to 
prehension, but Whether it is used for this pur2>ose or not is unccrtjiin. 
The notch appeals to be a kind of hinge or joint, and the S2)incs or ser- 
rations on each side of it meet one another, so as apparently to make tlio 
bold more firm. 

The left antennm is very different in its appearance from tho right ; it 
is composed of twenty-one articulations, is slightly swollen at its base, 
but gradually tapers to its extremity. 

The tubular portion of the eyes is situated immediately behind the 
rostrum ; it is very largo,* rounded, and bulges at its extremity ; it is ap- 
parently sessile, is always dir(^cted downwards, and the colour is a 
beautifhl dark brtswn, with a shade of ' purple. A circular space at tho 
extremity is colourless, and sparkles brilliautlj'. 

The foot-jaws, ten in number, are very similar to those of the Cetochilus. 
The first is double both branches, arising from one common 2)edicle, 
composed of two joints ; the external division is largest, and the extre- 
mity the second is armed with two rounded scales, the edges of which 
are avHiie'd with a row of long fringed spines ; tho internal division is 
CQm2>osed of two joints, which arc much more slendor than those of the 
external, the extremity of the last being also armed with a series of long 
and fringed spines or seta?. Tho second pair of foot-jaws arc composed 
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of a peduncle, consisting' of two joints^ two quadrate scales arising from 
the eiiitxfeinity of the distal ; long spines which are fringed on either side 
arise from the extremities of ench of these. The third pair of foot-jawe 
are very similar in their appearance to those of Cetochilus. Each of them 
consists of a large flattened scale-lookingbody^ having a number of pro- 
jections from its extremity and from either side ; each of these projec- 
tions are armed with long and thicklj fripged setm. The fourth foot- 
jaw consists also of one piece only which is convex on jts outer edge, 
and concave on its inner, which is armed with very long fringed setes. 

The fifth is small and composed of two divisions, the internal of which 
consists of one joint only ; the external is six-jointed ; each of thes^lire 
armed with spines on the inner edge. 

The true ambulatory legs are ten in number, there being five pairs. 
These legs are all similar in their structure to one another. They con- 
sist of two divisions, arising from a common pedicle, which consists of 
two segments. The external division is composed of four segments, the 
last of which is ovoid, and is serrated on eacli side,' from each of which 
serrations there arises a strong spine of moderate length,, those from the 
external edge being shortest ; the internal division consists of two seg- 
ments which are also spined; all of these have more of the ehavaotors of 
spines than seteo, and are totally free of any fringe. 

The abdomen is five-jointed, the last segment bearing two oblong 
quadrate sciilcs from the extremities of each of which arise five long and 
very thickly fringed setm. 

PLATE IV * • 

Fig. 1. One of the third pair of fout^Jaws of IronsBUS eplendidus. 

... 3. Tabular portion of eye of simie. 

... f3. Left antennte. * 

... 4. Bight antennas. 

A . 5. Fourth pair of foot-jaws. . 

... 6. Fifth pair of foot-jaws. 

... 7. 6econd pair of firot-jaws, 

... 8. Caudal segment. 

... O. External organs of genei'ation of male. 

PLATE VI. 

Fig. 1 . Side view of Oetoohilus scptentrionalis. 

... 2. Dorsal view of same. 

... 3. First or anterior of antennas. 

... 4. Second doik 

... 6, Second pair of foot-jaws. 

... 6. First do. 

... 7. Third do. 

... 8. Tail or caudal segment. 

... 9. Fourth pair 6f footrjaws. 

... 10. Fifth pair of do. 

...11. Second pair of ambulatory legs. - 

... 13. One of the first pair of foot-jaws of Irenmas splendidus. 

...13. Irenaeue splendiduB. * 

... 14. Natural size do. 

... 15. Dorsal view do. 

... 16. One of the second pair of foot-jaws. , 


* Description of Plate XY. coutinued from p. 101. 
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On the TSef^eraiture limiting the Distribution of Corals, By 
Jambs D. Dana, Geologist of the United States Exploring 
Expedition. Read before the Association of American Geo- 
logists and Naturalists, at ^bany, April 29, 1843. 

I have before stated to the Association, that the temperature 
limiting the distribution of corals in the ocean is not far from 
66^ F. On ascertaining the influence of temperature on the 
growth of corals, I was at once enabled to explain the singular 
fact, that no coral occurs at the Gallapngos, although under 
the Equator, while growing reefs have formed the Bermudas in 
latitude 33°, four or five degrees beyond the usual coral limits. 
In justice to myself, I may state here, that this explanation, 
which was published some two years since by another, was origi- 
nally derived from my manuscripts, which were laid open most 
confidingly for his perusal, while at the Sandwich Islands in 
1840.* The anomalies which the Gkbllapagos and Bermudas 
seemed to present, were dwelt upon at some length in the 
manuscript, and attributed in the latter case to the influence 
of the warm waters of the Gulf Stream ; in the former to the 
southern current up the South American coast, whose cold 
waters reduce the ocean temperature about the Gallapagos to 
60° F. during some seasons, although twenty degrees to tho 
west, the waters stand at 84° F, Tlxtratropical currents, like 
that which flows by the Gallapagos, are found on the western 
coasts of both continents, both north and south of the Equator, 
and intratropical currents are as distinctly traceable on tho 
eastern coasts, t In consequence of these currents, the coral 
zone is contracted on the western coasts and expanded on the 
eastern ; it is reduced to a width of sixteen degrees on the 
.western coast of America, onf of but twelve degrees on tho 


* The publicatioii here alluded to, we understand, refers to en Article, by Mr 
J. r. Oouthouy, which appeared last year in the Boston Journal of Natural His- 
tory. 

t The existence of these great oceanic currents was first pointed out to me by 
our di8tin|uished meteorologist Mr William O. Redfield, who kindly furnished 
me with eWts of the same before the saUing of the Expeditiop. 
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east coast of America ; while in nud-ocean it is at least fifty- 
six degrees wide, and about sixty-four degrees on the oast 
coast of Asia and New Holland. The peculiat* bend of the 
east coast of South America carries off to the northward much 
of the usual south intratropioal curr 6 nt 3 and it is therefore less 
distinct in its effects than the n<firth^n intratropioal or Gulf 
Stream. . # 

We havo hence the remarkable fact, that the coral zono is 
fifty degrees wider on the eastern than on the western coasts 
of our continents. Such is the effect of the ocean currents in 
limiting the distribution of marine animals. These facts will 
bo brought out more fully in the reports of the Exploring Expe- 
dition. Tlic important bearing of these facts upon the distri- 
bution of fossil species is too apparent to require more than a 
passing remark. The many anomalies which have called out 
speculations as to our globe’s passing through areas in space of 
unequal tomperatm*es, are explained without such an hypo- 
thesis. Instead of looking to space for a cause» we need not 
extend our vision beyond the coasts of our continents.— 
rican Journal of Science and Arts^ vol. xlv., No. L p. 130.> 
July 1843. - 


On the Areas of Subsidence in the Pacific^ as indicated hy ike 
Bistrihution of Coral Islands. By James D. Dana, Geologist 
of the United States Exploring Expedition. Read before 
the Association of American Geologists and Naturalists, at 
Albany, April 29, 1843. 

The theory of Mr Darwin, with regard to the formation of 
atolls, or annular coral islands, has been fully confirmed by the 
investigations of the Exploring fl^pedition; but his regions of 
subsidence and elevation, and the conclusion that those changes 
are now in progress, appear to have been deduced without suf- 
ficient examination. Observations at a single point qf time 
cannot determine whether such changes are in progress ; they 
can only assure us with regard to the past. A series ^f exa- 
minations, for years in succession, is necessary to enable -us .to 
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arrive at Uie grand doduotion, that the land iti any part of our 
globe is now undergoing a gradual change of elevation/ The 
views of Mr Darwin, respecting the rise of the South American 
coast, as well as that of the Pacific and East Indies, may well 
be received with some hesitation. According to my own obser- 
vations, regions, in which fiis theory would require a subsi- 
dence, have^uctually experienced an elevation at some recent 
period. I might instance several examples of this elevation in 
vaHoiis parts of the Pacific. Suffice it to say here, that I found 
nothing to support the principle laid down by him, that islands 
with a barrier reef are subsiding, while those with only a 
fringing reef are rising ; indeed, facts most stubbornly deny it. 
Without entering upon the discussion of those facts, which, as 
they will appear in the government publications, I am not at 
liberty to dwell upon here, I propose to point out what are tho 
regions of subsidence which the coral islands in the Pacific in- 
dicate as having been in progress during their formation. 

Before proceeding, I may be excused for adding hero a, few 
words in explanation of Mr Darwin’s theory, with regard lo tho 
formation of coral islands. He rejects the unfounded hypo- 
thesis that coral islands aro built upon the craters of extinct 
volcanoes, and proposes tho following theory in its stead, which 
is supported by a minute as well a® general survey of the facts. 
The coral belt or atoll, ho supposes to have been originally a 
barrier reef around a high island, like the reef round many is- 
lands in the Pacific. When the reef commenced, it could not 
have been extended to a lower depth than 100 or 120 feet, for 
this is the limit of the reef forming corals. But if tho island 
gradually subsided — ^so gradually that the corals could by their 
growth keep themselves at tho Burfac<^ the reef might finally 
attain any thickness, according to the extent of the subsidence. 
In this manner, subsidence finally submerge tho whole 

island; and leave nothing but the reef at the surface. Mr 
Darwin points to instances in which only the mountain tops 
now remain above tho ocean. Carry the process a little far- 
ther, and we have the coral bolt gurrounding its little sea — the 
usual condition of the coral island. 

This^ theory, as is seen, supposes extensive subsidence. And 
so, wo remark, muk every theory; for, without it, we could 
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only have reefs 120 feet in depths instead of tbe groat thick- 
ness lihey are believed to possess; It is my present object to 
fix the area of this subsidence, and suggest something with re- 
gard to the extent of it in diflferent parts of the ocean. On 
examining a map of the Pacific, between the Sandwich Islands 
and the Society group, we find a lange area just north of the 
Equator with scarcely an island. To the south, the islands in- 
crease in number ; and off Tahiti, to the northward and east- 
ward, they become so numerous, and are so crowded togetRor, 
as to form a time archipelago. They are all, too, coral islands 
throughout this interval. This, then, is a rather remarkablo 
fact in the distribution of these islands. But let us look far- 
ther. 

If we draw a line iunning nearly E.S.E., from New Ire- 
land, near New Guinea, just by Rotumah, Wallis'^s Island, 
Samoa or the Navigators, the Society Islands, and thence 
bending southward a little, to tho Gambior group, wo shall 
have all tho islands to tho north of it, with two or three 
exceptions, purely coral, while those to the south are very 
generally high basaltic islands. These basaltic islands are 
bordered by reefs, and those reefs are most extensive about 
the islands nearest this line. In tho Foojees, the north-eastern 
part of the group contains* some coral rings, while the north- 
western consists of lai’go basaltic islands with barrier reefs. 

Again, to the north of this boundary line^ the islands far- 
thest from it arc usually small, in many instances mere points 
of reef, a fraction of a mile in diameter, while some of tho 
coral islands near the same line aro thirty or forty miles 
in length. 

Now, a growing coral island or atoll will gradually become 
smaller in diameter as subsidence goes on, and by tho same 
process must finally be reduce^ to a more spot of reef, or^ 
the subsidence is too rapid, that is, more rapid than the growth 
of the coral, the island will become wholly submerged and 
leavo nothing at tho surface. 

On these principles I base my conclusions. Along tho equa- 
tor, as explained, there is a large area containing fe\>^ islands, 
and those small, while farther north, the coral islandi^aro nu- 
merous and large : Is this not evidence, %hat the sub^d^nce 
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was cither more rapid or carried on for a longer period in the 
former region than in the latter, where they are numerous and 
lai^e? 

Near the boundary line pointed out, stand some of these 
coral rings, enclosing mountain tops as islets, — as at the Gain- 
bier group. Does not this indicate, that the subsidence was 
less here than among the islands purely coral to the north ? 
And greater, than south of the line, where the reefs,are more 
contracted, and the high islands larger and more elevated \ 
Washington Island (coral), in lat. 5° N., is the last spot of land 
as wo recede from our boundary line to the north-east. Be- 
yond is a bare sea, to the Sandwich Islands. Is not this an 
area where the subsidence was too rapid for the corals to keep 
the islands at the surface ? 

It appears that, during this era, the Pacific from SO"" N. to 
30° S., and perhaps beyond, was one vast region of subsidence : 
that subsidence took place most rapidly over the bare area 
between the Sandwich Islands and the Equator, and loss and 
loss so, as we go from this to the south-south-west. At the 
boundary line pointed out, it was not sufficient to submerge 
many of the mountain summits ; and south of this, the efiect 
was still less. 

This area covers at jeast 5000 n^iles in longitude, and 3000 
in latitude* The seas about the north-west coast of New Hol- 
land, shew by their reefs a contemporaneous subsidence, and 
they should probably be included, as well as some parts of the 
East Indies. Fifteen millions of square miles is not, then, an 
over-estimate of the extent of the region that participated in 
this, subsidence. 

The region of greatest subsidence lies nearly in a west-north- 
west line, for we may trace it along by Washington Island, far 
J^owards the Arctic Ooast. T^ whole broad area of subsidence 
has nefirly the same direction ; for this is the course of the 
boundary line we have laid down as separating the high basal- 
tic and the low coral islands. It is highly interesting to ob- 
serve, that the trend of the principal groups of islands in the 
Pacific corresponds nearly with this course. The low or co- 
ral Archipelago, the Society Islands, the Navigators, and the 
Samlwich Islands, lie in the same general direction, nearly west- 
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north-'west, and east-south-east. It should be remarked, that 
the Sandwich group does not contain merely the seven or eight 
islands usually so-called ; eight or ten others stretch off the 
line to the north ; some, small rocky islets, and others, coral, 
and the whole belong evidently to one series* I will not say 
that there is a connection between the trend of these groups 
and the area of subsidence, yet it looks much like it. 

A further point may be worthy of consideration. The Sand- 
wich group consists of basaltic islands of various ages. The 
island at the noi*th-west extremity, Tauai, is evidently more 
ancient than the btliers, as its rocks, its gorges, and broken 
mountains, indicate. By the same kind of evidence, it is placed 
beyond doubt, that igneous eruptions on these islands con- 
tinued to be more and more recent, as wo go from the north- 
west to the south-east : at the present time the great active vol- 
cano is at the ^'outh-east extremity of Hawaii, the south-east 
island. The fires have gradually become extinct from the 
north-westward, and now only burn on the south-west point of 
the group. At the ^Vavigators, and 1 believe also at the So- 
ciety group, the reverse was true ; the north-west island was 
last extinct. Is there any connection^ between this and the 
fact, that low islands are numerous north-north-west of the 
Sandwich Islands, and soutji-south-east of the Society ! Does 
it indicate any thing with regard to the character or the sub- 
sidence in these regions 1 • 

The time of these changes we cannot definitely ascertain ; 
neither when the subsidence ceased, for it appears to be no 
longer in progress. The latter part of the tertiary and the 
succeeding ages may have witnessed it. Although I am by no 
means confident of any connection, yet for those who would 
find a balance-motion i!l the changes, 1 would suggest that tho 
tertiary rooks of tho Andes ^nd North America indicate^ 
great elevation since their deposition ; and possibly during this 
great Pacific subsidence, America, the other scale of the ba- 
lance, was in part undergoing as great or greater elevation. 

But why if tho Western American coast was rising, do wo 
find no corals on itsu^ropical shores to indicate it ? ^he cold 
extratropioal currents of the ocean furnish us with a satisfac- 
tory reply . — American Journal of Science and Arts^ vol. xlv. 
No. I. § 131, July 1843. 
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4n Account of Experiments with Thermo- and H^dro- Electrical 
Currents^ with an examination of the Metah exposed to 
Thermo-Electric action. By Mr E. Adie of Liverpool, 
Communicated by the Author, 

The experiments detailed in the following communication^ had their 
origin in a desire I feli to test a hypothesis^ which regarded heat as a 
binary compound^ composed of latent heat and olectricity. The 
study of thermo-electricity had already induced M. Becquerel to hold a 
view not very dissimilar, viz. that under some circumstances heat was 
resolved into the two electricities ; and again, that the two electricities 
could combine, and produce heat. From the same source I hoped <o 
derive proof or disproof of the theory that latent heat and electricity 
could unite, but the experiments had not proceeded far. before 1 began 
to despair of obtaining evidence on this head ; nevertheless, the rcsultsgiven 
by the first attempts appeared to me sufficient to encourage further ex- 
aminations, when they were conducted without reference to the hypo- 
thesis in question. I then resolved to follow only the experiments, and 
it is with the details of that part of them which appears to mo to be 
worthy of the attention of your readers, that this paper is now sub- 
mitted. 

1 was desirous to obtain a thermo-electric battery, which would pro- 
duce as powerful a current as possible, by the action of sun and sky, 
without the aid of differences of temperature sustained by artificial 
means. M. Mellonrs small needles of antimony and bismuth are known 
to form a thermo-electrical battery of gi^eat sensibility, but for a perma- 
nent current sustained solely by the temperature due to different radia- 
tions through the atmosphere of the two* extremities of the bars, I found 
longer pieces of antimony and bismuth far more effective. On varying 
the length of these pieces of metal from 1 to 16 inches, I found 8 inches 
to devclope the full power of u single pair. 

When the number of bars of antimony and bismuth are gradually in- 
created, the quantity of electricity indicated by the galvanometer* fol- 
lows in the same direction, but from each sugeessive addition of a pair 
of burs, the quantity of electricity derived from that addition decreases, 
the number of bars, or length ^ the electrical current, increases ; so 
that, wl^jsn 2 sets of 30 pairs of M. Melloni’s bars are combined together, 
to form one battery of 60 pairs of antimony and bismuth needles, there 
is a far greater gain in quantity of electricity by tliis addition of 30 to 80, 
than we gain from tho next similar addition of 80 to the circuit of 60 
pairs. ‘ ^ 

Beyon)[l 90 pairs of antimony-bismuth bars of the size used by M. 
Melloni/combined in a single battery, I have not been able to gain any 
augmentation to the electrical current. If 6-inch bars be employed, and 
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it is sought to increase the quantity of electricity from > single battery 
to its highest pointy this will be found to be attained by 11 pairs of bars^ 
where the electricity circulates through I7d inches, or nearly the same 
length of the combined metals as in a battery of 90 pairs of 1-inch bars ; 
hence, in constructing thermo-electrical batteries, the number of bars 
capable of producing the greatest effect, is dependent on the length of 
the bars chosen. Again, when we deshre to produce the greatest effect 
from a number of bars, whether in a single battery, or arranged in 
several batteries acting together, the principle given by Professor 
Danicll for arranging hydro-electrical cells, will hold good for thermo- 
electricity.*'^ From these experiments it appears, that the most ad- 
vantageous adjustment of active force and resistance is in the scries of 
10 single cells, and that the largest amount of work which can be derived 
from 20 cells, is when they ore arranged in tw'' series of 10.*’ 20 pairs 
of antimony and bismuth bars, 8 inches long, to give the largest amount 
of work, should be disposed in two series of 10 each. 

On combining a number of scries of thermo-electrical batteries to- 
gether, the quantity of electricity supplied by the whole is a simple 
multiple of the number ; I have found in 36 series with 80 inches circuit 
for the electricity, the quantity to increase regularly with each succes- 
sive addition of a series to those already in action. The case hero is 
flifferent from bars combined to form a single battery; in the latter the 
whole electricity generated has to circulate through a greater length of 
metal on each addition of a pair of bars, while the resistance to the con- 
duction of the fluid progresses by this change in a greater ratio than the 
quantity gained by each successive addition to the number of elements. 
In the fonner, w'here difierent series of thermo-electric batteries are 
placed BO as to act alongside one another, the length of tlie bars of 
metal, through which the electricity passes, remains constant ; hence 2 
scries supply twice the quantity of one, 3 series threettimes the quantity 
of electricity, and so on. 

When a pair of antimony and bismuth bars soldered together had 
their joint, and a portion of the bars for about 2 inches within it heated 
by the sun, the electrical current generated w'as found to ho more power- 
ful than when the joint only was exposed to the solar rays ; this led me 
to try arrangements ofbors^itb pieces projecting beyond their joints, 
antimony being a better conductor of heat than bismuth, was selected, 
and arranged as ilie projecting metal. ^ 

I have found this kind of battery superior to those where all the metal 
surface engaged radiating forms part of the electrical circuit, and I 
believe it to be solely due to the large radiating surface placed beyond 
the electrical circuit, where it effects the required difference of tempera- 
ture betwixt the joints, with a shoi^ path for the thermo electricity de- 
veloped. • 


^ See Imtioduction to Chemteri Philosophy,^. 4(Se. 
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The ann^ed figure represents a thermo-electrical series of anti- 
luony-bismiith bars, combined to be used for developing tbermOiclectri- 
city by solaar or astral radiation. 


Fig. 1. 



o, a, a, represent 20 bars of antimony, 8^ inches long, by three six- 
teenths of an inch square. 6, ft, 6, 20 bars of bismuth, 44 inches lon^ 
throe-sixteenths of an inch square. 

Slips of brown paper coated with shell-lac, intervene betwixt each 
bar, so as to insulate thq metals in every part, excepting their soldered 
joints. 

The shell-lac also serves as a ceiuent to bind the bars together. 

c, the pole attached to the antimony, the first joint, d, the pole 
attached to the bismuth. 

In this arrangqment, the electricity circulates through 40 bars, 44 
inches long each, or 180 inches is the length of the combined metals. 

The thermo-electric battery (fig. 1,) can be employed as a me- 
teorological instrument to shew the amount of radiation to or from 
the earth ; for this purpose it has to bo fixed in an exposed situation, 
with the lower half screened from the sun and sky ; wires soldered to 
the poles arc then led to a galvanometer fi^ed inside of a house, when 
the wires are 15 feet long ; .the clear summer’s sun turns the magnets of 
^ the galyanqineter nearly to a ri^t angle ; while astral radiation, under 
favourable circumstances^ deflects them in an opposite direction 25 or 
fiO degrees. The arrangement described is remarkably sensitive to thin 
vapours passing over the sky ; and even with the galvanometer, 40 feet 
distant from the battery, the indications are sufficient to furnish a scale 
which will enable an observer on ^inspection to judge of the rate of 
radiatio^ to or from the earth. 

The «battery with projecting radiating ends appeared to me to admit 
of. application to geueif^te currents of the lightest thenuo-electrical in- 



Hydto^Eleetneal Current^, 849 

tdofiity ; tlie annexed figure shews the side view of a 4-pair battery 
arrangtd to bo excited by flame. 


Fig. 2. 



a, a, Antimony bar 84 inches long; fr, h, bismuth bar 0» inches long ; 
c, the soldering of pure bismuili exposed to a beat a little lower than the 
melting temperature of tliis metal. 

d, d, Slips of wood one- twentieth of an inch thick, coated with shell lac, 
and inserted betwixt the bars to keep them from touching. Four pairs 
of tliese bars are placed side by side, and kept apart by slips of wood 
like d, d. Figure 3 represents the end view o2 the 4 combined pairs, 
Avith the solderings necessary to complete 
the electrical circuit ; <i, b, c, d, the ex- Fig. 3. 

tremitles of the antimony b<irs farthest 
from the exciting flame ; r,/, h, the cor- 
responding extremities of the bismuth bars ^ 
bg, chf solderings to complete the elec- 
trical circuit ; e i, the pole attached to 
bismuth bar ; d Ic, the polo attached to antimony bar. Weight of the 
whole, 8 ounces. 

The advantage derived from placing the antimony bars side by side 
is, that a small flame serves to excite the wholcf The ports a, e (figure 2) 
of the antimony bars, are enveloped in a blue de-oxydizing flame, where 
they attain a temperature corresj^nding to the first degree of redness, 
barely perceptible in the dark, and maintain at the soldering c (figure 2) 
a heat little lower than the melting temperature of bismuth. Thus, be- 
twixt the two extremities of the pile, a dificrence of temperature equal 
to 300*' of Fahrenheit, may be sustained by means of a small gas flame to 
supply a powerful and equal current of thermo-electricity for months. 

* 9. In performing a number of chemical decompositions by the themo- 
electricity derived from the battery, figures 2, 3, they were found to be 
subject to irregularities, which at first proved very perplexing ; during 
4 months that the battery was in constant action, there appeared to be 
a gradual loss of decomposing power. The action was commenced at the 
end of the hottest part of the summer, as the weather approached its ' 
winter temperature, the difiereuco betwixt the hot and cold ends nf the 
bars had augmented about 25 degrees, consequently the battery was ge- 
nerating a current of higher intensity (for the electro-motive force has 
been proved to vary with the temperature). Any gain, however, from such 
a source, is entirely annihilated, if the temperature of the decomposing 
cell be allowed to follow the weatlier. Electrolysis by thermo-eftrren^, 
from the low intensity of the electricity, are keenly sensitive fo any 
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cliiainttlnllie affini^a of the aubsta&ceaelectroliKed ; consequently > they 
beciQmo a d^icatcf measure of variations in affinities. r 

10. Where copper poles immersed in a sulphate of copper solution are 
need, for an electrical current to oxydize and deposit the nietal^ the affi- 
nity of the copper for oxygen rises with the temperature^ while, at the 
opposite pole^ it appears not to retain it more firmly ; but in working 
"with my feeble currents^ I have lound that a lower intensity will suffice 
hi oxydize copper at the positive pole^ than is necessary to precipitate it 
as a metal on the aegatlTe pole. 

,;il. As the thermo-electrical current from the battery, figures 2, 3, 
could be relied on for regular Action during a period of steady weather^ 
I made experiments of two da 3 rB* duration eacli, to ascertain the changes 
in the quantity of copper oxydlzed at the positive^ and precipitated at the 
negative pole, at different temperatures^ by a constant electro-motive 
force. 

The mean of two experiments each for 55, 65, 130, and 200 degrees of 
Fahrenheit, gave quantities corresponding to the numbers 9, 16^ 110, 320, 
the effect increasing in an accelerated ratio. In the experiments con- 
ducted in a Toltameter at 55% there is no copper precipitated on the ne- 
gative pole, but the quantity oxydized at tlie positive pole measures the 
extent to wliicli water has been electrolized. 

Hence, in manipulating with electrical currents of low intensity, it is 
essential to attend to the temperature of the decomposing cell, for tlm 
force which separates the particles of oxygen from hydrogen is made 
up of the electrical pow6r and the affinity of the metal of the pole (in 
the above cases copper), for oxygen in its nascent state, platinum poles, 
used with the same eleotro«*motive force, are unable to effect any decom* 
porition in acidulated water at temperatures within our command. 

Where the temperature of the voltameter was allowed to change with 
the season, the s^e cause which exalted the intensity of the thermo- 
current removed a force acting in conjunction with it, producing a rapid 
diminution in the extent of the decomposition ; therefore, the loss of affi- 
ni^ copppr for oxygen proceeds in a more rapid ratio than the gaiif 
to the intensity of the current, from a greater difference of temperature 
betwixt the two extremities of the pole. 

Hence the apparent loss of power in the^ermo-battery> figures 2, 3, 
during the 4 months' action, and on restoring the decomposing cell, to 
its iamtat fosq^erature, electroI^sU assumed the activity given at the 
commbneenient 

12. It must be evident that, in pushing decompositions by thermo-cur- 
rCikts^ifo their highest point, assistasee may be derived from a high 
tma||Meatttre hi the voliametre. Iron, for example, decomposes water 
witiiout any aid from electridty at u red heat at 60^ Fahrenheit it re- 
quires ^ifne assistance of a powerful thermo-elecfric current to disunite 
the eluents of watw ; betwixt these two temperatures there is an ex- 
tensire range of a&ntiy, requiring, at the diSbrent points of the scale. 
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all eleeird^moUve force^ whi6li> added td the affinity of the ifjOii fbv oicy* 
gen attfthese points; is sufficient to offeOt ^ deqolniposllton. Hence 
it follows; that the feeblest eleotl^eal eiMents with wlil^ we axe ao^ 
quainted; may be made to decompose Whtei* When assisted by the affi«> 
nity of the metals forming the poles fbt the nascent oxygen; eliminated 
by platinum and a more powerful current. 

13. Although I have never succeeded •with any decomposition by 
platina poles, and a thermo-current at the highest tempeaature; I could 
command, with oxydizable metals, as performed by Mr Watkins,* the 
battery, figures 2, 3, oxydizes and deposits metallic copper in a vo}Jta- 
meter at 200"* Fahrenheit, at the rate of 21 gtalns per day, the difference 
in weight betwixt 2 equal copper wires after 24 hours’ action being 42 
grains ; so that, in 164 days^ a quantity of copper equal to the whole weight 
of the battery can be deposited; while, to all external appearance; the 
bars which developed the force essential for this powerful chemical ac- 
tion have undergone little change. 

14. The metallic salts, when placed in a voltameter with poles of the 
6 ime metal as their base, yield readily to a thermo-current ; under such 
circumstances, there are a great number of metallic compounds decom- 
posable by this force, where the difference of temperature betwixt the 
two ends of the battery might servo to measure the relative power of 
tlie affinitlos which unite the elements of the electrolice. 

14. The cyanuret of silver in solution, now so much used in electro- 
plating, undergoes clectrolization with a thermo-current, derived from 
a single pair of antimony and bismuth bars, excited by radiating to a 
clear sky. The silver appears in the usual firosted form on the negative 
pole, and I believe this metallic deposit can be obtained at lower tempe- 
ratures and with feebler currents than any other metal. Copper poles, 
and iron poles in a solution of water acidulated with sulphuric acid, give 
as distinct evidence of decomposition of water by feeble cutrents, as w^ 
obtain with the cyanuret of silver and pore silver poles ; with copper 
poles, the black oxide of copper is obtained, then the fluid is slightly 
'tinged by the formation of the sulphate of copper ; with iron poles, the 
green tinge from the sulphate of iron appears. But for all of them, it is 
essential thoroughly to exclude the atmosphere, otherwise a inoreaotiYl 
source of chemical action will be present, which will render it impossible 
to watch the effect of the thermo-electrical current. For these minute 
indications, I have found it necessary td'lbeep the bars in action from tiiree 
to six months hefore^he evidence of the decomposition could be Veiled 
on. At their eommenceiuent, the galvanometer, when applied to form 
part of the circuit, shewed that minute quantities of electricity passed ; 
but as Dr Faraday had found that fluids were capable of conducting 
electricity to a small extent without decomposition, this did not appear 


* Philosophical Magasine, xoU xii. 
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to .me eullcieBt to eetabllsh the fact of electrolysis being performed by 
corrents of the lowest intensily. 

. ) X5. The aimexed figure shews the fbm of voltameter suited for ex- 
cluding the atmosphere^ or for ifprking under pressure. 


.a 

a, a, A piece of glass thermometer-tube of round boro, blown into a 
bulb at h, c. d, A small capillary tube drawn out from the bulb, and 
hermetically seided^ after it has been used to fill the bulb with the fluid 
under trial, e, c, Poles cemented or fused into the glass tube at a, a. 

With silver poles^ I have found to fUse the glass round the silver the 
most convenient, but with oxydizable metals^a cement must be employed, 
for the pole would be coated with oxide of the metal, if fusing was at- 
tempted. . 

16. The decompositions performed by a single thermo- conple, acting 
for a long time, can be effected quickly, comparatively speaking, by the 
arrangement figure 1, exposed to the sky. At the beginning of May, a 
single day of clear sun mode a distinct deposit of silver on the negative 
pole, in a voltameter, fig^ 4, with silver poles, and filled with cyanuret 
of silver. In this experiment, the decomposing cell is exposed to the 
fiun*8 rays to raise its temperatuTC, and thus exalt the affinity which acts 
in conjnncHon with the electrical fored (10.). Again, with copper poles 
in acidulated water, arranged similar to the foregoing experiment with 
silver poles, tbe^astral radiation, for^S hours of a clear summer night, 
temp^ture 60^, developes a thermo^electrical current which coats with 
a thin film of the black oxide of copper the positive pole, while the ne- 
gative pole retains its original brightness. 

17. The thermo-electric battery, fig, 1, arranged as described (70> had 
a voltameter, fig. with a solution of oyanurct of silver, and silver poles, 
attached by a pair of wires 40 feet long e^cb ; these wires allowed the 
voltametCT to be maintained at a nearly uniform temperature of 90° in a 

r sand-bath ; the experiment comipenced on the let of March and con- 
tintse^lc^ two niontbs ; the silver po^ were adjusted at the beginning 
to be exactly of the .same weight ; when weighed at the conclusion, there 
was a difference of ^^th of a grain, with a distinct appearance of silver 
deposited onlihepolo atiaebed .to the antimony extremity of the thermo- 
battery, which is the negative pole^for the current derived from astral 
radia^on. How the electrical current from this source should exceed 
the quantity supplied bjr solar radiatton during March and April, has 
been'to me a mattCxof sbiiie surprise, and e^»en for^ay flie nocturnal 


Fig. 4. 
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current Beems to be the most powei^l ; but this may be occasioned by 
the pre^dominance of heavy cloudy dikys during the present months . 

As the existence of electrical ouironts through tlio metalliferous veins 
of the earthy has been demonstrated by Mr Fax, the details of these cases 
of minute decomposition by feeble currents, may be useful to assist us 
to comprehend the sources of change iu the form and deposition of mat-- 
ter in the groat laboratory of Nature. • 

18. Since the experiments given in 14-16 prove the dep&sitidn of me- 
tallic silver to be far within the range of thermo-electrical currents de- 
rived from astral and solar influence, the question naturally arises, whe- 
ther, in addition to the application of the battery, fig. 1, to metoorologi- 
cal purposes, described (8.), it may be so arranged as to deposit silver, 
through the calorific power of the summer*s sun, and tlms supply a scale 
wherewith to measure or compare the solar heal of one season with that 
of another. 

For onr climate, to gain a range sufliciently great, currents derived 
from several series of batteries must be passed into one voltameter, fig. 
4, which, like the upper half of these batteries, must be exposed to sun 
and sky. The experiment in 14. shews that the current in an opposite 
direction can remove part of the silver deposited by day ; at temperatures 
below 60°, 1 have always found the results of electrolysis so minute, for 
currents derived from astral or solar influence, that this source of error 
is imperceptible in the result; astral radiation acting on a battery, fig. 1, 
for the three winter months, did not deposit sUver to weigh itoth of a 
grain, yet with a magnifier the usual frosted appearance of the deposited 
metal could be distinctly seen. In a warm climate, there can be little 
doubt that the sun will deposit dnough of metal for the required scale, 
Aftor the cxperienco of 6 months with the action of this instrument in 
our latitude, 1 believe that it wHl prove useful to tj^ose engaged widi 
inquiries into the extent of radiation in (Afferent oUmates. F or example, 
a battery, with its attached voltameter, might be placed in a high a^ine 
station, and left untouched for a year. 

(To be continued.) 


Zoological Summarg of the Extinct and Living Animah gf Me 
Order Edentata. By Professor Owen* 


The light which is thrown on the nature of animals bdong- 
ing to extinct species by the q^mparison of their fossil remains 
with recent skeletons, is very often refieotod b^fc, so as to 


and which must otherwise have remamed subjects of debate 
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4lid doubt Of the happy influence of Palaeontology iit the 
resolution of such problems in natural history, the present ap- 
]^iqiklblt) 9 i of the osteology of the Megatherioids affords a good 
oaftmpJo, 

The genera Bradypm and Chdiepm have been regarded by 
all zoologists as forming dne of the most anomalous and isolated 
groups ill the mammiferous class, of which no other proof is 
needed than the fact, that whilst Cuvier, in the R^gno Ani- 
has placed the Sloths in the lowest order of ITnguiculata, 
his successor* in the celebrated French school of zoology has 
seen reason for raising to the highest, Or quadrumanous order, 
agreeably with an old opinion of Linnieus. 

Our present knowledge of the extinct Megatherian quadru- 
peds leads us to contemplate the natural affinities of the Sloths 
fiom a vantage ground not attained before, yet essential to a 
correct and comprehensive view of them. The tardigrade and 
soansorial Edentata appear to the classifier conversant only 
with existing forms as a very restricted and aberrant group ; 
but they may now be recognisable by the paleontologist as 
the small remnant of an extensive tribe of leaf-devouripg and 
tree- destroying animals, pf which the larger extinct species 
wero rendered equal to the Herculean labours assigned to them 
in the economy of an ancient world, by a gigantic development 
of the unguiculate type of structure, combined with such mo- 
difications as uiiequivocally demonstrate that they were at the 
lowest st^ep of the series of Mammals furnished with claws, 
and that they completed the transition to the ungulate division 
of the class* 

It harmonizes well with this general view of the affinities of 
the Megatberioid quadrupeds, that whilst they brought the un- 
guiculate type, both by modifications of structure and predo- 
Qf most eloscl^'^to that of the great-hoofed her- 

* M* de Prodrome d*une Kouvelln Zoodatsie, 181G ; quoted by the 

p^Uii^did Oot^o^aphie, ia wbieh he addu^ the following 
osteolotfloil ooiaiiiPiA ta Slotha (Mid Q^ruoHuios;— Co eont 

dee qooiplet de f avant-bcas ; la rotondit6 de la tSte du 

radius ; mobility du carpe sttr I'avant bras. — Par Totat 6galement coiOplet de 
ta jamte dabs set deux ; la grand mobiHtd du taiwe sor Iq^ os da la jambe.-^ 
Pur laLSwms goasMa da pi^aue eaps quan^, Igige at dapdrlwa tdutot qao 

compriin6 & la poitrine ; — ^par la largeur du bassin .’'— de Paraseux, 

4 to, 1840, p. 
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^ ‘ ' fl; !: i * ' 

they likewise were* of all the qaadrapecki provided with 
formidable claws, the most striotly vegetable feedera 

And, if we have reason to view ^e stoiotural differenoes or 
sdperadditions which the Megatherioids present, compared- 
with the Sloths, as being the necessary <;«!nseqaenoes of an 
identity of diet in quadrupeds too bulky to dhnb, and there- 
fore requiring new powers for the attainmmit of the fidiage, 
such an interpretation of the peculiarities of their organiza- 
tion, whilst it confirms the close mutual affinities beWeen'tbe 
great extinct and small existing phyllophagous Unguicnlata, at 
the same time indicates unerrin^y the true natural affinhies 
of the whole of this great tribe to the other groups of Mam- 
malia. 

It would border upon the ridiculous to advocate the claims 
of the Mylodon to the Quadrumanous order, because its thorax 
was wide rather than deep, its muzzle broad and truncated, its 
pelvis expanded, the head of the radius round and apt for ro- 
tation, the inflection of tho carpus and tarsus free, the long 
claws prehensile, and the diet exclusively vegetable. Yet the 
daims of the Mogatherians to be associated with the Apes and 
Lemurs, are, on those grounds, equal with those of the Sloths. 

The only modifications in tho small tardigrades which might 
mislead a naturalist into exaggerating the importance of the 
characters just cited, are due, in fact, to the absence of the 
characters of the phyllophagous Edentata, by^whioh the Sloths 
are made inferior to the Megatherioids, without being thereby 
especially approximated towards the Quadrumana : such, for 
example, as the removal of the ungitlate digits, the loss of tho 
mobility of certain joints in the hands and feet, the diminution 
of the bulk of , the Wy, and the incomplete daviclos in one of 
the species. 

It is most probable that the 5f^therioids, Hke the Sfloths, 
•^ve birth to a single and unusually large ^ntns ; bat<{n that 
case, they would ’emn^de in theit uniporoiar generation v^th 
the Elephant and Whale, as much as with the Ape. If their 
uterus was undivided, as in ^he Slotted tht^ would agree with 
the Armadillos, as well as with the Quadrumanes. The pecto- 
ral mamuuc of the and l^qphaat shew ilaa instilEMienoy 

of this character in determining the naturM affioitilea ^ a 
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mammal, if we aainmie that tho Megathmioidg| like the Sloth, 
veeenAle^ .the Primates in the position of tibe. laotfierous 
OTgsamu 

Jii.the lowest of the Qnadromana, as the Mydas Monkey * 
the brain, though smooth and almost as devoid of oonvpluiions 
as in the bird, is yet diapooterized by tbe large proportional 
size of the oerebnd hemispheres, which extend a considerable 
way over the cerebellum. In the Sloths the cerebellum is almost 
leftp exposed, and in the Megatherioids must have been quite 
uncovered by the cerebrum, which was of as small proportional 
size as in the Ant-eaters and other Edentata. The forward 
inclination of the occipital plane which the Sloths and Mega- 
therioids present, in common with most other Edentata, is a 
character manifested by no true quadrumanous animal. 

The dental system has evidently reached its lowest condi- 
tion, amongst Mammalia, in the order Edentata. As respects 
the proportion of the order, comprising the true Ant-eators 
and Pangolins, to which the term Edentulata’^ was originally 
and restrictively applied by Brisson, that term is quite appro- 
priate, and it would have been well if its signification had not 
been extended to so mfi»ny species to which it is inapplicable. 
The Orycterope, or Cape Ant-eater, for example, has molar 
teeth ; some of the Armadillos pQssess, in addition to their 
molars, one or two teeth, which may, from their position, be 
termed incisors^ and the two-toed Sloth has teeth which, by 
their size and shape, merit the name of canines ; but whatever 
be the position, shape, or use of, the teeth, in no Edentata 
species of the Cuvierian system does the enamel enter into their 
composition. 

The modifications in the intimate structure of the teeth, 
which are extreme, and peculiar to the quadrupeds of this order, 
piay to regapled as another indication of the low ebb to which 
the de^lopment of the dental character has sunk, now variable, 
and, as it were, flickering before its final dis^pearance. 

In the Orycterope we find, strangely* repeated, a microsco- 
pic structure characteristic of the teetii of the Ray and Saw- 


^ See Siy paper on tlie Brains of the Marsnpial Animals, pbil. Tnms., 1837, 
B.V.,JFig.Srip.C8. 
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fish/ very different from any modification in the teeth of other 
Edentfi^ta, or of other Mammalia. The intimate structuro of 
the teeth of the Megatherioids and Sloths, is quite as peculiar 
to them among mammalia ; but this modification has not been • 
observed in any other class of vertebrate animals. 

This structural peculiarity of t£e bdeth, and their continual 
growth in the Sloths, are characters which, independently of 
the total absence of incisors, and diminished numbmr of mo- 
lars, form an essential objection against their approximation 
to the quadrumanous order ;t ^and the value of these different 
tial characters is greatly increased by their close repetition in 
the teeth of all the large extinct Megatherioid animals, which, 
whilst essentially related to the existing Sloths in other parts 
of their organization, approximate in those modifications by 
which they differ from the Sloths, not to the Quadrumana, but 
to the Ant-eaters, and in a minor degree to the Orycterope and 
Armadillos; thus demonstrating by their differences, as by their 
resemblances, the essential relations of the Sloths to the Eden- 
tate order of Mammalia. 

The degradation of the armature of the jaws in this order 
produces, especially in the truly edentulous Ant-eaters, a re- 
semblance to the class of birds in one of their best marked 
characters ; and amongst the implacental Edentata, we find the 
jaws themselves assuming the form of a dudk’s bill in the Or- 
nithorynchus. * « 

It may be observed of the Sloths, that they illustrate this 
affinity or tendency to the oviparous type by the supernu- 
merary cervical vertebrae supporting false ribs, and by the 
convolution of the windpipe in the thorax, in the three-toed 
species ; by the lacertipe character of three and twenty pairs 
of ribs in the Unau ; and by the single excrementory or cloacal 
outlet, by the low cerebral develqpment, by the great tenacil^ 
of life and long enduring irritability of the muscular fibre, in 
both species. M&st interesting, therefore, becomes the disco- 

Ueport of the British Associatios, 1838, p. 145. 
t M. de Blainville admits, that the character of the dental system , — Ce 
syst^e dentaire plus ou moins incomplet,” loc. cit. p. 58, — an indication of 
their affinity to the Edentata. * * 

* « Cor motum suum validissime retinebat, postquanfcxemptum evat e corpore, 
per Bemihorium ; — Excupto corde csstorisqoe visceribus, multo post se movebat 
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xmcy^ Utai in one of the huge extinct Sloths, j^otherohni^iibiibr, ' 
heretofore deemed peculiar to the class of birds, shoufd have 
b^ repeated, vis. the bony confluence of the last dorsal and 
the lumbar vertebree with the sacrum. All these indications of 
a transition to a low^ dass^harmonize with the Cuvierian view 
of the zoological positionoof the Sloths, as members of one of the 
lowest and most aberrant orders of Mammalia ; and dl oppose 
themselves to the promotion of the Sloths to the Primates, and 
to^their separation from the terrestrial Edentata, which afford 
in the Ant-eatp^ and Pangolins, the Echidna and Omithoryn- 
chus, so many additional retrograde steps towards the Ovipar- 
ous classes. 

It would bo tedious to reiterate the special and gradational 
affinities of the Mylodon and its congeners to the different fa- 
milies of the Edentate order, since these have been so fully 
elucidated in the comparisons of the several parts of their ske- 
letons. They establish the general conclusion, that the exist- 
ing arWeal and extinct terrestrial Sloths constitute a primary 
division or tribe of the order Bruta or Edentata, equivalent to 
the tribe Loricata or Armadillos, and to the true Edentata, or 
the Ant eaters and Pangolins. 

The teeth and jaws give the essential character, and govern 
the aliment of the new pihnary group, of which the nmne Phgl- 
lophaga, hero proposed, indicates the ohm'aoteristio and pecu- 
liar diet. , 

The characters of the tribe, of its families and genera, and 
of the extinct species especially noticed in the present Memoir, 
are given in the subjoined Synoptioal Table. — Owen on the My- 
lodon robustos, p. 162. 


et contralt^bat sicut domlturiens Bolet .”— Biet Btea, p, 322, 

quoted hf BuIRbdA, who well oTraerveli, ** pur cee rapports, ce quadruple so rap- 
proehe sevdeuteAt de la tortue, dont U a d^jd la lenteur, mais encore des 
autres r^iptUes» di de tons ceux qui n’ont pas nn centre tit sentiment unique et 
bien di8tlnct.**-<^£oe. eit* p. 4d. The endowment of a persistent formative organ 
of the teeth indicates another property in the Mei^therioid anisnidf, by which 
they would resemUe eold-blooM longevity. 
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Conspectus Fc^milicirum^ Oenerum^ et Speeierum^ Brutorum frondes 

earpentium. 

Ojii^0*-^B]iuta^ LinnsDUs^ Fucb«^ (Edfpimta, Gayier). 

Donteg nuUi ; aut vadiees^ oorviocm, ct adamantuin cafentea* UDgues^ 
falculfid magaa^j pleruxnque vaginatsp> doflectentea* • 

Tribus— 'Phtllofuaoa. <•» 

Dentea pauci, e deutlno vaaauloao, dentino duro ot ceomeuto oompoaiti^ 
dentin o vasouloso axem xnagnum formante. 

Apophysis descendens in osse jugali. Acromion aum proccssu coru- 
coideo-ooncretum. 

Faaiilia 1. — Tardigrade. (Syn. ScansoHa^ Hradypodidm,) 

Pedes longi^ graciles ; antici plus minusve longiores : manibua di-vcl 
tridactylis^ podariis trldactylis ; digitis obvolatis^ faloulatis. 

Arcus zygomatious apertus. Cauda brevissima. 

Genus 1. — Bradypus, Linn., Illig. (Syn. Adieus, F. Cuvier.) 

Genus 2. — Cliolmpus, Ulig. (Syn. Bradypus, F. Cuv.) 

Fakilia 2- — Gravigrada. (Syn. Eradicatorta, Megatheriid<B,) 

Pedes breves, fortissimi, cequales ^t submquales : manibus pcnla-vel 
tetradactylis, podariis tctra-vel tridactylis ; digitis externis 1 aut 
muticis ad sufiultionem gressuinque idoneis, reliquis falculatis. 

Arcus zygomaticus clausus. Claviculee pcrfectss. Cauda modiocris, 
crassa, fulciens. * 

Genus 1. — Mcgalonyx, Jefferson, Cuv. (Syn. Megatherium, Desm., 
Fischer.) ^ 

6 5? 

Dentes ^subelliptici, coronide mediii excavatl, marginibusprominulis. 

Pedes antici longiores. Tibia et fibula discrete. Galcaneum longum, 
compressum, altum. Falculm magn&e; comprcssce. 

Species.— *-Megalonyx, Joffersoni, Cuv. (Syn. Megatherium Jeffersoni, 
Desm.y Fischer ; Megfdmyjo laqueatus, Harlan."^ 

Genus 2.— Megathorium Cuv. (Syn. Bradypus, Pander et D'Alton.) 

Dentes contigui, tetj^goni, coronide transversim suleatfi. Manus 

tetradactyli ; podarii tridactyli, digitis duobus extemis muticis. Fal- 
culm magnee, dlversifonnes ; medii ^giti maxhnm, compressse. Femift 
capite integro ; tibia cum fibulft unique extremitate ooncreta*. Astra- 
galus paging anttelt supra excavata. Caloaneum longum, orassum. 

SpsoiESii^Megatheiduiii, Cuvieii, Deem. (Syn. Bradypus giganteus, 
Pander et D'Alton.) 

,n. f.,,,.. - 


* The epccies is founded on fosBils from Big<bone Gave, Tenessce, de^ibed in 
the Medical and Phyeical Pesoarches, p. 310-331. Thy author does not prove 
the specific distinction of these romains from the Mcgalonyx Jeffersoniot CSuvier. 
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Genus 3.*--Mjlodon^ Owen. {Megaknya, Hnrlan/ Oryekrot^erlumy 
Hav1aa.)t 

Dentes ^ discreti^ supcrioram onticus subcOlipticus^ e rdiquis modice 

remotus ; secundus ellipticus ; reliqui trigoni paginS intem& sulcatd, : 
inferiorum anticus ellipticus i penultimns tetragonus ; ultimus maici- 
mus/bilobatus. Pedes sAjiiales : manus pentadactjli ; podarii tctra- 
dootyli ; dtrisque digitis dudbus extornis mutiois^ rellquis falculatis : 
fulcidep %agDi)D^ semiconicse^ ineequnles. Caput femoris ligamento 
B rotundo imprcssum : tibia et fibula discretoe : astragalus paginfii an« 
ticft supra complanata : calcaneum longum, crassum. 

Species 1. — Mylodon Darwinii^ O. Maxilla inferior symphyso longiorc 
angustiorc; molaris secundus subelliptious ; ultimus bisulcatus^ sulco 
interno angukri. 

Species. 2. — ^Myl. Harlani, 0. (Megahnpx taqueatus, Harlan^ Oryctero^ 
therium Mmauriense, Harlan.) Maxilla inferior symphyse brcviorc^ 
latiore; molaris secundus subquadratUB ; ultimus trisulcatus; sulco 
interno bl*angulari. 

Species 3. — Myl. itobustus^ O. Maxilla inferior sympbyso breviore, 
latiore ; molaris secundus subtrigonus ;* ultimus trisulcatus^ sulco 
interno rotundato. 

Genus 4. — ^Scelidotherium, Owen. (Syn. Megalmyw, Lund.)t 
Dentes — aut contigui^aut interyallis mqualibus discreti ; superiores 

trigoni; anticus inferiorum trigonqs, secundus et tcrtius subcom- 
pressusj pagin& extern^ sulcata ; ultimus maximus, bilobatus. 

Caput femoris ligamento teroti impicessum ; tibia ct fibula discretee. 
Astragalus antiee duabus excavationibus. Calcaneum longiim^ cras- 
sum. Falculee magnm^ scmiconicm. 

Species— Scelidotbcrium Leptocepbalum, 0. 

Seel. Cuvieri, O. (Syn. Meg, Cuvieri, Lund.) 

Seel. Bucklandi, 0. (Syn. Meg, Bucklandi, Lund.) 

Seel. Minutum, 0. (Syn. Meg, Minutue, Lund.) 


* Xbe lower jaw described by Harlan, loc. clt. p. 334-335. It is erro- 
neously gseribed to the Megalonyx lagueatus, 

t Proceedings of American Philosophical Society, ^ol« ii. Ko, 20, p. 100, 

} I am in doubt whether the term Platyonyx, subsequently proposed Jby Dr 
Lund, be really intended to apply to the animals of the genus SeeltdoeAenum, see- 
ing that the breadth of their claw-bones ip equalled by the height, and vastly ex- 
ceeded by the I^gth, of the same ; it would be yory descriptive of the broad 
ungual Imnes of the and its congeners. ^ 




Deicription of an Imprcme^ Lon^ Slide^Vahe^ ^e. SGlt 

Gxkus 5.— Coolodoa^ Lund. 

Denies 

a-o. 

Genus 6.«-^phenodon^ Lu^d.* 


Descriptim of an Improved Lmg Slide- Valve for Condensing 

Engines. By Mr John Maxton, P.R.S.S.iV., Engineer, 

Leith. Communicated by the Royal Scottish Society of 
Arts. With a Plate.t 

♦ 

The advantages of this valve are,-^hat it may be used 
without a steam-chest, while it has all the advantages of a 
long slide-valve in shortening the passages to the cylinder, it 
works with much less friction than the common long slide- 
valve, the pressure being equalled, ^nd is much less expen- 
sive, and easier upheld, than the packed valve. 

In fig, 1, Plate VII., the piston is represented* as de- 
scending in the cylinder, the vacuum being formed under 
the piston by the passage A through the valve towards the 
condenser, the steam being admitted above the piston by 
the induction passage B, the steam at the same time having 
access to the portion of the valve below at D, which tends to 
press the valve outwards from the cylinder, while the vacuum, 
acting on the inside of the valve E, draws it towjards the cy- 
linder, the valve being so proportioned that the vacuum must 
so far overbalance the steam, that the valve will keep close 
to the cylinder* 

* Both this genus and Ccdodotit Lund, are indicated rather than satisfactorily 
established. The teeth of the Sloth are first developed in the form of hollow 
obtuse cones, and do not afl|ama the cylindrical fbrm until worn down to the 
part which has acqmred, in the progress of growth, the normal thickness ; and 
this is afteiwards maintained, without -appreciable alteration, during the sul^pe- 
qoent uninterrupted growth of the tooth. * The compressed molars of the Seelifio- 
thorium, which doubtless follow the same law of development, would present in 
the young animal the form of hollow wedges ; and such I suspect to he the nar- 
tare of those teeth, which are figured hy Br Lund in the above-cited Banish 
'Memoir, plate xvii. figs. G-10, and on whidi he has founded hts genus- 

t Bead before the Boyal Soottish*Socie1y of Arts, 13th Miprch 1843."' 


* Owen on the MyloSon rolnttttii, p. 16ff. 
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In fig. 2, the piston is at halfHStroke» ailoeftdirig, iltnd the 
position of the valve is reversed from that in fig. 1. ^ 

Fig. 3 is a front vieiv and section of the valve* 

JoHK Maxton. 

Leitu ENomB-'Wouxft, S4<A January 1843. 


General Considerations regarding the Palteontologg of South 
America compared with that of Europe. By M. Alcide 
D’Orbignt.*^ 

At the period when the gneiss system of rocks was being 
deposited beneath the hot oceans which must then have co- 
vered the globe, animal existence could not have been main- 
tained ; and accordingly, in these beds, no trace of any ani- 
mals has ever been detected. We may even go further, and 
affirm that the earlier deposits of the Silurian system were 
still devoid of them, at least in the American seas. And, in 
fact, three-fourths of the predominating] phylladian rocks, re- 
presenting the Silurian in the New World, are destitute of or- 
ganic remains — the earliest having appeared only towards the 
termination of that poiiod. At that epoch, the Silurian ocean 
presented, in the southern hemisphere, an immense surface, 
whereupon there existed, as in Europe, difieront species of Zen- 
gula^ Qrthis^ Cedymeney and Asaph\iSy resembling in form those 
of the Old WorRl, and identical with them. The uniform dis- 
tribution of the species of this formation over all latitudes, 
from the torrid zone to the frozen regions of Russia, denotes a 
heat over the surface of the globe, so strong, that it extin- 
guished the difieronce of temperature which is now referable to 
the difference of latitude. 

Causes undoubtedly effecting new dislocations of the etuth^s 
crust, annihilated all the animals of the Silurian system ; and 
the strata which overwhelmed them were themselves covered 
with now deposits. To the muddy sands of the American Si- 
lurian strata, quarts sands succeeded. A distinct fauna arose 

n 

c- * 

* Thetfd CovsiDEB^TroEs are exinctsd from the Paleontological portion, not 
yet yaUieheil, of M. I)’Orl?igny*s Voyage VAmtriqaemfHdtonale. 
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in the midst of the Devonian' seas ; and this fauna, oomdsting 
of Terobratulce, Spirifers, and Orthes, exhibits features analo- 
gous to that of the animals of the European seas of the same 
geological epoch. But tins group of animals was annihilated 
in its turn, and the Devonian fauna disappeared from the sur- 
face of the globe, after having existed for a considerable time, 
if we may venture to judge from the large proportions of its 
beds. 

To the Devonian system succeeded in America, as in flu- 
rope, the great series of the carboniferous strata. Then ap- 
peared a very varied marine fauna, in which, among the gene- 
ra Solarium, Natica, Peeten, Trigonia, Terebratula, Orthis, 
and Spiri/er, that of Produetus shewed itself more numerous 
and more peculiar to this formation than the others. Com- 
pared with those of Europe, these American species exhibit, 
not only the greatest analogy, but also identical species, indi- 
cating a complete contemporaneity of existence. During the 
epoch of this carboniferous system, as much as during the Si- 
lurian, no difference of temperature was attributable to lati- 
tude, inasmuch as the same beings lived simultaneously under 
the torrid zone and throughout the Polar seas. The contrid 
heat was still immense, and continued to neutralize all exter- 
nal influence. ^ 

After a protracted continuance of the rich fauna of the 
carboniferous system, and of its still richer flora, when nu- 
merous palms and ferns adorned the Continent, whilst the 
countless products of its maritime fauna peopled the seas, na- 
ture again destroyed its own work. The animal and vege- 
table world was buried under rocky beds by the appearance 
of the Ohiguifian system, and the Triamc period commenced. 
If in America, as in* Europe, the beds which were depo- 
sited, form on the one Continent, os on the other, identicj^l 
slate-days and variegated sandstones, it^ls at least a enrious 
circumstance, that in the New 'World wo encounter only be<l3 
which are destitute of those numerous beings which exist iu 
the strata of the Old. In explanation, it would be necessary 
to suppose, that daring that |>eriod the Triassio seas of Ame- 
rica were somehow in less favourable eiroumstanoes ; V>Bsibly 
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at the bottom of some maritime basin, where no animals could 
exist. f 

Posterior to the Triassic system, thm'o commences in Europe 
a vexj long period, comprehending tHe Jura system, in which 
six formations, at least, often of great extent, succeed, all ex- 
hibiting distinct faunas ; these are the Lias, the lower Oolite, 
the great Polite, the Oxford, Kimmeridge, and Portland 
deposits. We in vain seek for these extensive formations in 
America, and with difficulty discover a trace of them in a 
small isolated locality. The question then very readily occurs, 
What has been the cause of the non-appearance of the Jura 
system ? This, at first announcement, is a startling question. 
But if, for instance, we suppose that during this long period, 
the Triassic system, forming perhaps a prolongation of tho Bo- 
livian, and destihed subsequently to support the Cretaceous 
system, was emerged, and formed Continents, we recognise a 
cause which may explain the want of the Jura system in the 
New World. It would appear probable, that, during the Jura 
formation, South America constituted a much larger Conti- 
nent than at present ; whilst, at the same time, for the expli- 
cation of existing facts, it is likewise necessary to suppose that, 
at the conclusion of the Jura deposits, numerous dislocations 
occurred in America from the sinking and immersion of these 
same Triassic formations, because they then received the lowest 
formations of the succeeding epoch. 

The cretaceous formations now appeared on the crust of the 
globe ; and Nature, after having annihilated the previous fauna, 
repeopled it with animals, and animal life reappeared on the 
earth. Whilst, in Europe, numerous Ammonites and other Mol- 
lusca peopled tho ancient seas of the Paris basin and the Medi- 
terranean, belonging to the Neocomian' period, these same seas 
extended to the northern and western coasts of America, from 
Columbia to the traits of^Magellan, exhibiting species an- 
proximating in form, and even identical in kind. In fact, not 
only do the Neocomian formations of Columbia afford fifty per 
cent, of species related in form to those of the Paris basin of 
this system, fewer than twenty per cent, of species quite 

identical are fbhnd simultaneously in Europe and in America. 
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On the oontr&ry, the Neooomian formation of the Straits of Ma- 
gellau exhibits analogies with the basin of the Mediterranean. 
However this may be, the Neooomian seas, with their mc^us- 
cous animals, similar and identical; extended at the same timo^ 
in the southern hemisphere, as far as the 54*^, and in the nor- 
thern from the 4^ to the 48'' erf latitude, that is to say, to 
more than 2500 leagues in length, with a breadth of 75 de- 
grees, or more than 1800 leagues. The laws which direct the 
actual geograpliical distribution of livhig beings upon the sur- 
face of our planet, always depend upon a complete unifor- 
mity of tho conditions of existence and of temperature. Hence 
we ought, by comparison, to ooncludo. that thd simultaneous 
presence of the same species in the depths of the Neocomian 
seas of Columbia, of tlie Straits of Magellan, and of France, 
denote for this epoch, an unity of temperature throughout tho 
different localities, which no longer exists at the present time, 
since Columbia is under the torrid zone, France is relatively a 
temperate country, and the region of tho Straits of Magellan 
a very cold one. As regards the Silurian and Devonian sys- 
tems, I have already directed attention to the agency of the 
central terrestrial heat which probably existed in those early 
periods in which living beings cxisteef in the world. 1 havo 
also dwelt upon the same agency, as operating at a later period 
upon the Carboniferous system. The attention I have di- 
rected to the Jurassic deposits of Europe has not less satisfied 
me, by the existence of the Oxford beds, in* every way iden- 
tical, in France and to the north of the Oural Mountains,'^ 
that the polar cold did not exist for about a half at least of 
the Jura period. To this 1 may now add, that 1 have reached 
the same conclusions with respect to the newer cretaceous for- 
mations. It appears then certain, that, during tho Neocomian 
formation, not only was the terrestrial heat sufficiently stro:^ 
to eounterciOt the influonce of tllid latitude of the temperate 
regions, but also ^completely to annihilate the icy influence of 
the poles. 


* 1 have arrived at this curious royolt by the comparison of the richlbssil re- 
nuuns which MM. Murchison and l)e Verneuil haye discovered in ths Jura for- 
mation of Russia, and which they have entrusted to me *for examination and 
publication. * • 
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The Neoeomian formations are replaced in Europe by the 
C^ault. This member of the cretaceous formation,* so pavioh 
subdivided, appe«ars to bo quite wanting in America ; which is 
noi% the case with the cHlpritio chalks, Ils a portion of them is 
{(mnd in the CordUlerasof Chili* But then, as I have satisfied 
myself by comparisons, the Faunas, far from covering immense 
portions of the earth's surface, appear to bo limited in their 
distribution. They are divided more and more up to the ter- 
mination of the cretaceous system, which is marked in A mo- 
rica by the first relief of the Chilian system of the Cordilleras, t 
and by the Qaaranian deposits which is its immediate re- 
sult. 

Nature, in fact, ceasing for a time to be in repose, the retreat 
of the materials again induced vast depressions in the west, 
whilst a line of dislocation, fifty degrees in lengthy gives origin 
to the eastern Cordilleras, therewith producing — as the result 
of the hfdancing of the waters upon the then emerged conti- 
nents, and at the bottom of the maritime basins of America — 
ferruginous beds, which do not contain any trace of organized 
bodies. This is the commencement of the tertiary period, an 
epoch when mammals were yet unknown. A calm then pre- 
vailed, and the New World exhibited maritime basins and 
cireumsoribed continents. After this there appeared, for the 
first time, numorons mammalia in the midst of a vigorous vcgo< 
tation, and the sea was inhabited, by marine animals much 
more diversified 'than formerly in their forms, but more re- 
stricted in their faunas. The same species were no longer to bo 
found from one side of the globe to the other ; and the uni- 
form temperature due to the central heat having lost much of 
its intensity, the prevailing races of beings were more circum- 
scribed, and composed, even under the^same latitude, and at 
ve^y inconsiderable distances from each other, local faunas, 
which were often distinct. This, at all events,^ is the state of 
matters 'which is found in the tertiary seas of^outh America, 
limited by a simple chain, that of the Cordilleras, which sepa- 
rates the fauna pf the Pacific from that of the Atlantic. At ^ 

^ See Creu^ch}, tom i, p. 4I>0 imd 030* 

t G^ologle da Voyage dans rAmScitiae moridionalo, p. 

; lb.pi^245. 
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the same time, a great number of marine animals ai^ to be 
found s>n both sides of the Cordill^as, including variotis spe- 
cies of Bulla, Natica, Fusus, Bostellaria, Oliva, Venus, Oar- 
dium, Area, Trigonia, and Pema ; and the wood of the Ooni- 
ferae, and the bones of the Megamys and Toxodon, were 
transported from the neighbourii% eontinent into both seas. 

J udging from the extent of these deposits, mattes eontinued 
for a very long time in this state in America ; whilst in Europe 
wo find the tertiary formation also very thick, as in tho Paris 
basin, and there enveloping a ^eat number of creatures, which 
constitute a distinct fauna, although, as in America, composed 
of species which are peculiar to hot climates. And if the seas 
continued for ages, during which the contained animals under- 
went no change, the neighbouring continents were not less fa- 
voured. .Duritig this period, there existed in the New World, 
along with a vegetation which was admirably fitted to support 
them, such mammalia as the Mastodons, the Megatherium, 
Mogalonyx, Toxodons, and many other terrestrial animals dif- 
ferent from tho fauna which had preceded, and not loss so 
from that which now exists. And the same phenomenon is ex- 
hibited in Europe : the Mastodons, Tapirs, Rhinoceroses, Ele- 
phants, and all tho great animals which are now unknown, then 
inhabited our temperate and even cold regions. The world 
generally, although it did not support more of the same identical 
animal forms, did not the loss present, and that everywhere, con- 
ditions as favourable for supporting animal life, along with a 
uniform distribution of beings which resembled each other in 
their large size, and in tho requirements of their existence. 

In the midst of tho apparent repose of this active animaliza- 
tion of tho land and the waters, a fresh catastrophe occurred. 
A new and considerabfe movement happened in the Chilian 
system. The Cordilleras acquired great additional elevation by 
the upraising and emergence, at the moment that the trachylic 
rooks appeared, of* the bottom of the tertiary seas of the Pam- 
pas and the western coast. Not only would it appear that 
the marine fauna was annihilated, but tho impulse given to 
the waters of tho ocean, mdTeover, invaded the continents^ 
sweeping all tho animals along with them, depositing t&rowith 
terrestrial debvis at all heights, in the terrestrial basins, and 
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ospeoially in the immense depression of the Pampas, which 
thus became the great sepulchre of the terrestrial faun^. It 
was there else that the bones, or the entire animals themselves, 
when they were not floated away, werd thrown into the clefts 
*of the rocks, or into the deep cavenis of Brazil. Were we to 
enquire what occurred in Europe at the same epoch, we might 
with probability associateViih it the disappearance of the Ele- 
phants, Tapirs, Rhinoceroses, Mastodons, and other terres- 
trial animals of extinct races, which are found in the mud of 
La Bresse (analogous to that of the Pampas), under the tra- 
chytic conglomerates of Auvergne, and those which later causes 
liave brought to the surface of the European soil. Such being 
the case, the compound faunas of the great animals of the ox- 
tihot races must have simultaneously inhabited tho old and 
now world ; and their destruction in both these great localities 
must have arisen from the same cause, namely, the action of 
one of the upraisings of the Cordilleras. 

After this catastrophe, tho globe probably remained for a 
long time inactive, before tho groat Almighty Power again 
clothed it afresh with the vegetable and animal existenoos 
which cover it at present, crowning his wonderful work by 
forming man, and makfhg him lord of this lower world. At 
all events, it appears clear that if thorp have since been any 
partial movements at tho surface of the globe, none has been 
saMcienily powerful to destroy the .prevailing fauna. Tho tra- 
dition of a delu^, which is preserved by every nation under 
heaven, from the most civilized in Europe to the still half 
savage American, whether in the forests or on the heights of 
the Cordilleras, seems to be nothing more than the faint re- 
collections of ihoaO general causes which, by the outbreak of 
vast yoI6aii<^, induced the last great changes on the surface of 
our globe. In America, at all events, these changes are most 
imurked; tind we must attribute to them the transport alTovo 
the present level of the ocean, of the fossil>hells upon both 
the eastern and wei^om sides of South America, and especially 
of the shells of the Pampas, which conrist of none others than 
those species which are at present inhabiting the neighbouring 
Seas* 14 is tef movom^t alsothat wo must attribute those 
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modern submersions of different extents, whoso manifest traces 
are eifery where to be found upon the diluvian formations of 
the new world. In tha old world, also, they also shew them- 
selves in innumerable localities. Of this the oyster-beds of St» 
Michel- en-rHerm are a proof, as likewise thoso changes in 
the level of the modern beds of the quatema 17 system of tho 
north of Europe. Thus, both in America and iii Europe, in 
the later effects, as in the earlier, we perceive a great ooinoi- 
dcnco, both in the causes and in the results. * 

Conclusions.. 

From the comparison of the Palceoiitological facts which 
havo been observed in the New World and in Europe, we jroay 
deduce conclusions of immense importance for the solution of 
the great general questions of geology, and of the chronological 
history of tho animated worlds at tho surface of the globe. 
The conclusions are as follows : — 

1. Living beings, taken ns a whole, have, according to the 
chronological order of the faunas peculiar to the formations,, 
advanced, both in America and in Europe, from the more 
simple to the more compound. Many genera, it is true, like 
the Trilobites, Orthoceratites, and Product!, have completely 
disappeared with the more ancient systems ; others, appearing at 
a later period, the Ammonites, Belomnitcs, Turrilites, &o., &c., 
havo also become extinct with the completion ef the cretaceous 
formations; but the genera, multiplying more and more in 
proportion as they recoded from the primeval ages of the world, 
havo been replaced, during tho tertiary period, by Mammalia 
more perfect in their organization, and by marine and terres- 
trial animal forms whiph were previously unknown, and many 
of which are represented in the existing fauna. 

As no transition can be dq^ected in the specific fomfS, 
the living beings at tho surface of the globe appear to have 
succeeded each ofher, not by transition^ from one into another, 
but by tho extinction of tho existing races, and by tho now 
creation of species at cfach geological epoch. 

3. The animals are distributed by zones, according to the. 
geological epochs. Each of these epochs, in fact, represents 
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at the fittrfaco of the globo^ a fauna, which is distinct, but 
ideUtioal in its composition. Thus the Silurian, the Devonian, 
the Carboniferous, Triassio, Cretaceous^ Tertiary, tod Diluvian 
«fdlr]^ations, are the same in America as in Europe, and pre- 
serve the same pateontologicjLl/tie^/stf, the same generic fonns. 

4. Not only is there the same facies in the extinct fauna 
of the Old ahd New WoHd, but some identical species com- 
mon to both, moroerver prove, that they were quite contempo- 
ran^us. 

5. This contemporary existence which is observed at im- 
mense distances, in the early periods of animalization, and 
down to the epoch in which the lower cretaceous formations 
wera deposited, appears to depend upon the prevalence of a 
uniform temperature, and on the shallowness qf the oceans, 
which allowed the living beings not only to enjoy completely 
the influence of the external light, a condition quite indis- 
pensable to their existence, but also to propagate and spread 
without obstacle, from one locality to another, — circumstances 
which could no longer occur when, through the influence of 
inequality of temperature, the cooling of the earth on tho one 
hand, and the elevation of tho various systems on the other, 
together with the corresponding depression of tho oceans, many 
insuperable barriers were presently t>ccasioned to their spread- 
ing either along tho coasts, or in extensive sedimentary de- 
posits. It is thetfrapparent, that the uniformity of tho distribu- 
tion of the first living beings which flourished upon the globe, 
was owing os much to the equality of temperature produced by 
the central heat, as to the shallowness of the seas ; whilst tho 
subdivision of faunas, as we 'approach tho present period, by 
basins, which become more and more cenfined, arises from the 
refrigeration of the earth, from the existence of terrestrial and 
marine barri^^ which presented obstacles to the extension of 
local faunas. » 

6. If faunas are found to havo the same points of separa- 
t»on in the New and Old World, and if they agree in the 
same marked limits as to their palseontolo^eal composition, 
then we^mudt batorolly e«mclude, that the divisions of forma- 
tions do. not delieiid upon paHial causei^ but must have pro- 
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oeoded from general ones, whose influetieo has extended over * 
the vfhole globe. 

7. After the examination of the great geological facts of the 
New World, these general causes, I conceive, may easily be^ 
apprehended. In the last elevation of the Cordilleras, and 
in the distribution of the fauna l^hi^h has resulted thetefrom, 
we may from analogy conclude, that the annhilation of tbo 
faunas, partial or complete, peculiar to each period ^ forma- 
tion, always results from the amount of the dislocations Ai the 
surface of the globe, caused by the retreat of matters result- 
ing from the cooling down of the central parts of the earth, 
and from the disturbance which these dislocations produced. 
A system like that of the Andes, for example, 50^ in length, 
of which we form our judgment from its height above the Sur- 
face, without dwelling upon the corresponding extent of its 
sinking and depression in the depths of the ocean, must have 
produced such a commotion in the water, from the displace- 
ment of matter, that its effect must have been universal both 
over sea and land. The latter must have been ravaged by tho 
removal of all terrestrial beings ; and tho former, by the trans- 
port of terrestrial debris, which must,liavc suffocated not only 
the animals desporliiig in the wide ocean, but also those which 
were sedentary and on the coasts, by the deposit with which 
they must have been covered. This explains at once the sepa- 
ration of fossils into systems, and tho sepsy!*ate extinction of 
those, at each great geological formation. 

S. M. Elio do Beaumont has thrown out the sublime idea, 
that tho conclusion of each geological period was invariably 
produced by the elevation of the different systems which fur- 
row tho surface of t^e globe. It Will be observed, that the 
several pala&ontological results observed ih the NeW and Old 
Aljj^orld, would entirely corroborate this opinion ; that, mere- 
over, the results of these dislocations being so general.through- 
out the globed and manifesting thenisclves at immense 
distances, we ought to inquire, in tliese systems, ancient or 
modern, for the cai^s of the annihilation of tho numerous 
fauna which have sucepoded each other on the suribco of our 
planet. When in the neighbourhood of the localities in which 
we now fin^ these distinct faunas, nothihg can be found in the 
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systems explanatory of the phenomena, we must then seek for 
this explanation in more distant parts, at points still unknown to 
science ; or suppose, that if these terrestrial systems have not 
beto the real cause, some may have been destroyed by great 
‘(mbsidences and depressions. It is not t6 be forgotten, that 
the terrestrial systems constitute only the visible parts of the 
dislocations gf the globe ; whilst the depressed portion, often 
the greater of the two, being frequently covered up, is un- 
known lEo us, and may always continue so. In a word, the 
separation of distinct faunas by systems and formations, is 
only the visible result of the elevation and depression, to 
various extents, of the crust of the globe in all its parts. 

9. I have already directed attention to the fact, thsit, from 
the uniform distribution of the same animalf, it follows, that, 
until the commencement of the cretaceous formations, the 
central heat of the earth completely destroyed the influence 
of latitude, and of the polar cold. If at that time atmos- 
pheric influence had no effect upon the distribution of ani- 
mals on the stnface of the globe, all the faunas must neces- 
sarily have owed their circumscribed limits to great disloca- 
tions of the globe. It was only posterior to the cretacoous 
deposits, that the influences of latitude could have compli- 
cated the partition of basins, multiplied the local faunas, and 
destroyed that uniformity of distribution, which we still find 
in more ancient formations.* 


On Siffillaria, Stigmaria^ and Nmropteris. 

• 

In our next Number, wc expect to publish a valuable paper on these 
fossils, by Mr King, the Cursor of the Newcastle Museum, who for 
some time past has been more, or less engagedfln endeavouring to prove 
that they are different ports of one and the, same plant. 

The following^ a sammary of the principal conoluBiona eontainec^'ia 
the paper.t 

Owing to the bark of^iUaria being composed of (wo different layers 
of tissue, it is shewn, that six different impressions may be produced ; 

^ 

* Prom ttie Jnnetle$ de$ Seim, NeOtitr. Mai^st Juin, 1843. ^ 

t A portion of the paper consistB of an tibstra'bt of M. Adolphe Brongnlart's 
<< Observations sur la stnitttare interlenre du m^iOaria ekffana qpmpar4e & cello 
des Lepidodendron et dee St^/Hiaria otTa celle des v dg^tauz vivants.” 
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thisj together 'with the circumstanoes of one individual stem having Its 
ribs wkle at the base; as in 8* remiformU^ and narrow at the top; as hi 
8. packyderma^ and the petiole scars in close contact; as in Favwlmia tcB^ 
aellata (Fossil Flora; pi. *75y» it is maintained, has led to the establish- 
ment of a number of factitious specieS; and even genera. • 

Respecting the fluted character of StyUlaria, the opinion is advanced; 
that it is due to a peculiar arrangement of^ the leaves on the stem; or^ in 
other words, that it arises from a slight modification of th^law which pro- 
duces the rude channellings on young branches of some OoniferS; rather 
than to the cause which produces the more obvious fUrrows 6f egrtain 
Cactuses, if, as Brongniart appears to think, the furrows of the latter plants 
result from the corresponding character on their ligneous cylinder. 

In working out the foliage of this plant, an examination is first made 
of the various leaves which have been found in tbe coal-measures. Of 
these, it is concluded, that Pecopterismd Neuropteris, the one or tbe other, 
from their abundance and other circumstances, possess tbe strongest 
claims to be considered as having belonged to 8igillaria, The inquiry is 
next entered upon as to which of these fossils is the one to be so corre- 
lated ; an inquiry which, it will be evident, ought to be influenced, to a 
certain extent, by the discovery of Brongniart, that Sigiilaria is allied both 
to the Ferns and to the Oycases, because, it seems to follow, that if the 
trunk shewed its situation to be intermediate to the last two tribes, so 
the leaves should possess the like character. Now, as Pecopteris is a 
normal fern, and Neuropteris an abnormal one, in some respects, and as 
the last bears the closest affinity to Odontoptcris, a genus which gradually 
conducts us to the Cycadeous type, that is, of the Jurassic period— through 
certain species of Otopteris, the conclusion is drawn, that Neuropteris con- 
stituted the foliage of SigiUaria, This inference, it is maintained, b fur- 
ther supported by the relative geological ages of these foliaocous remains. 

Respecting the root of 8igUlaria, thb b shewn to Stiginaria,* 

By an examination of the dome-shaped specimen figured io the preface 
to the 2d vol. of the Fossil Flora (P. xiii.), and preserved in the New- 
castle Museum, the error is corrected, that it exhibits the upper sur- 


* Mr King announced thl| opinion at a meeting of the Natural Hbtory So- 
ciety of Northumberland, Burbam, and NewcaBtle-upon-s.Tyne, on May 23, 
1842 (vide Literary Gazette, 1842, p. 425); and: in May 17, 1841, previoij^ly 
to Sktamining all the evidence bearing upofl the questioti, he read an account of 
a qiecimen of SiffiUaria, belonging to the Newcastle Museum, and adverted at the 
same time to some characters occurring on the bye of this fossil, ** apparently 
leading to tbe conclusion, that Stigmaria b the root of Sigillaria.** 

From a notice in the A^entsum of August 20, p. 772, it appears that Mr 
King's opinion has been completdysconfinned by the discovery of Mr Binney 
of an upright SigWaria, nine fe#t high, in the coal strata at* St Hdien’s, near 
Liverpool, 'havinjf the roots reanaining, which ore the • undoubted Stigmaria 
pmdes, % * 
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face of the eentral portion" of a iitigmaHa ; on the contrary^ it is shewn 
to bc« at least the crown^ merely the impression of the under sufface of 
iho fossih in shorty that it is nothing more than a convex mass of har- 
dened mud answering to the under side or concavity of a root. 

• We will now proceed to give a brief view of the principal evidences 
which have led to the opinion tha^. JSUgmana is a root^ and that it belongs 
to SiffillaHa. 

First, the cocrespondency of the sinuous lilies on the crown of the 
above dome-shaped specimen, with those observable on the under side of 
the ;‘oot>6tock of a HigiUaria in tho Newcastle Museum ; second, the 
correspondency of two furrows placed at right angles to each other, 
observable on the under side or concavity of the root stock on two speci- 
mens of h^igillaria^ with the ridges seen on the CTOwn or conveadty of tho 
dome-shaped specimen ; third, the root-like form of perfect sjicci- 
mens of StigfMTia; fourth, the position of the external appendages 
of the last specimens, which is such, that they must have penetrated the 
now consolidated mud in which they are imbedded, as ^hewn by Stoiu- 
hauer and Hutton : fifth, the rcsembbince of the furrows on the origins of 
the branches of iStigmaria with those on the^base of Sigillaria, thereby 
shewing the one to be u continuation of the other ; sixth, the similarity 
between the internal structure of ^'dgiUaHa and 8tigmarin»^ 

Some points connected with the internal structure of t>tigmaria arc 
alluded to, and it is shewn tliat the largo intercellular spaces which cha- 
racterize the ligneous cylinder of this plant, arc not true groat medul- 
lary rtij's/* ns has been geiferally supposed, but openings which served 
for the passing out of the cords from the vascular system into the ex- 
ternal appendages, and analogous to wlmt is observable in Avahath.a 
and Lcjndodmdron^ Some additional information as to tho internal struc- 
ture of those latter fossils is given as derived from the exatnination of n 
number of sections. 

Certain objections which have been urged against Stigomi'ia being a 
root, are next considered, — especially the spiral arrangement of the 
appendages, and tho presence of a pith ; but the force of those objec- 
tions, it is contended, is considerably diininisbed if we look upon this 
fossil as combining the form of a true Uadix, with the characters of a 
/f -at least in such of the latter as exhibit, in tho regular arrange- 

ment of their fibHls, and in their anatomy, but little diflerence from what 
obtains in the stem. • ^ 

Hespecting tho situation of Kigillaria in the vegetable kingdom, al- 
though its cyoadeous ohar^cter is fully admitted with Brongniart, the 
probability of its being related to the Angiospermous Dicotyledons as 
supposed by this learned botanist, is shewn feo bo somewhat remote: 


* Froui this aimilavity, M, Brongniiurt was led to suppose that Stigmarifj, 
would tui*h out to be the rSot of Sigillarh, 
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the presumptivo evidence in favour of Neuropterie having been its foliago^ 
it is Ibaiutained^ so far invalidates this supposition^ and the internal 
structure is considered to involve a powerful argument against it, inas- 
much as the medullary sheath of S. ehyamy appears to be the analogue 
of the rrgularly-nottod cylinder of vascular tissue of some ferns (c. 
Aspidium Filix-maB), Accordingly, ^ is argued that tho stem of this 
species has the radially arranged lignooue zone of tho Cycases super- 
added to the vascular net- work of certain Ferns. The genus tiigillaria is 
therefore concluded to bo essentially intermediate to the Vascular Cryp- 
togams and the Cycudeous Gymnosperms. « 


On the Chemical Constitution of Philipsite or Lime llarmotome. 
By Arthur Connell, Esq., F.R.S.E., Professor of Ohomis- 
try in the United College and University of St Andrews. 
Communicated by the Author. 

The late researches of Kohler* appear to be sufi&cient to 
shew that the constitution of the barytic and lime harmotomp 
cannot be expressed by the same chemical formula, on substi- 
tuting lime for barytes. This conclusion follows principally 
from his analysis of tho barytic species, because that ex- 
amination shews a complete conformity in the results of the 
analysis of that species from three different localities; 
whereas the previous analyses differed materially from one 
another ; my own, of the barytic hai’motome of Strontiant 
being the only one in nearly perfect accordance with Kohler’s 
result. We may therefore probably take the formula pro- 
posed by Kohler, 2j^|s^4-7 AS^ +12 Aq. as representing 

the constitution of the barytic mfneral. 

The exact constitution of the lime species is, however, not 
so clear. The analysis of the lime harmotomc of Marburg 
anfl Kassel, given by Kohler, differs considerably from those 
published by Gipelin and Hepel,J of this mineral, from the 
former of these localities ; the oxygen ef the one-atomed bases, 
according to the firs^ of these chemists, being 2.66, and, ac- 
cording to the others, in ooe instance, 2.88, and in* another, 

— ■ ...■ m 

* Poggeiid.^Anual., xxxvii. 061. t Kd. New Thll. Jouz*., Siii. 33. 

* Anuttles de Mines, x. 3r»B, 
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3.13,--*difrerence6 which^ as the amount of the other consti- 
tuents is much the same in all the cases, render it scSrcely 
possible to represent all the results by^the same formula. 

^ It therefore appears to me that this part of the subject 
affords room for farther investigation ; and as a contribution 
to that end, an analysis the Philipsite or lime-harmotome of 
the Giant’s Causeway will perhaps not be unacceptable. 

The specimen examined was in well-sized white and trans- 
lucent twin crystals of the ordinary harmotome form. Their 
sp. gr. was found to be S.17, at 61^. 

A portion of the crystals lost by ignition 16.96 x>er cent, of 
water. 

20 grains in fine powder were treated with strong muriatic 
acid, when immediate gclatinization took place and, by the 
usual steps of analysis, there were obtained, — 


Silica, 
Alumina, 
Lime, 
Fotasli, 
Soda, . 


or in 100 parts, — 
Silica, 
Alumina, 
Lime, . < . 

Potasli, 

Soda, . 
Water, 


9.47 

4 . d 6 

0.97 

1.11 

0.74 

16.65 


47.36 

« 

Ox>gen. 

24.83 1 

21.80 


10.18 i 

4.86 

1.36 


6.66 

.94 

J- a 24 : 

3.7 

.94 , 

r 

16.96 


15.07 - 


100.21 

This would give the formula 2 K } + 6 AS^ + 9 Aq. 


a. I 

This rjesuU differs materiallj in regard to the amount of 
the one-atomed bases from those of Kohler, *and approaches 
more nearly to those of Gmclin and Hepel, particularly to one 
of results ; the proportion of the i>xygen in which in- 
stance, will admit of being expressed )by the above numbers, 
almost well as by any others, or at least will thus yield the 
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most admissible formula. These chemists found in the case 
alludCj^ to— 


Silica, « 

48.02 


Oxygon. 

25.03 

Alumina, . 

22.60 


10.3 

Lime, 

6.06 

1.84 ’ 

1 

Potash, • 

7.00 • 

1.27 

> 3.13 

Protox. of iron 

, .18 

• .02 


Water, 

16.70 


14.88 


100.61 




Considering, however, that the other analyses of Pbilipsite, 
by Kohler and Gmelin and Hepel, can hardly be brought within 
this formula, I should by no means be inclined to give it as 
one which may be adopted with perfect certainty. 

The presence of soda which has not been previously ob- 
served in this*mineral, was clearly ascertained, as it also was 
in the previous instance of the barytic harmotome of Stron- 
tian, although in much less quantity. Indeed, I have reason 
to believe, that the presence of a portion of this alkali in mi- 
nerals, usually regarded as containing potash only, is much 
more frequent than is commonly supposed. 

If we assume what it would seem can now hardly be doubt- 
ed, that there is an essential atomic difierence in the chemical 
constitution of the two species, we shall of course be prepared 
to expect that the measurements of the angles will also pre- 
sent differences, although^the general form of the crystals 
may bo similar in the two oases ; and the ordinary opinion of 
crystallographers appears to be in favour of the existence of 
such differences. 


Proceedings of the Royal Scottish Society of Arts. 

(Continued from Vol, xzziii., p. 414.) • 

§ * • 

JlforcA 1842.— >Sir John Robison, K.H;, President, in 

tiie Chair. The‘folbwing Conunumc%tions were made : — 

1. Part Thifd of Mr Goo|fge Glover’s communications on Drowninj^, and 
observations on the best ifteans td Besuaoitation, being the piyiciples of 
Pneumatics applied -with a vi^ to improve the apparatus employed Hu- 
mane Societies for producing Artificial Bespiration, an invtstlgation 
of the Pneumatic Laws involved in the operation,,, Thanks voted. (QBC.; 
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Mr Glover woe requested to famish an AbsWact of Practical Rules 
and Directions for Saving from Drowning, and restoring Suspended Anima- 
tion. 

2. Burden’s American Sliingling Macliine, uf ed instead of the Tilt-Ham- 
mer^ for squeezing the blooms, or preparing iron foj: rolling, was described 
% Laurence Hill, Esq. 0. E., Glasgow, F.R.6.S.A, A working Model 
and Drawing were onUibitod and pi^escnted to the Society. Thanks voted. 
(061.) 

3. Description of a new Protracting Table for laying down extensive 
surveys, constructed on the principles of the one for which he obtainod a 
iwenimm from tho Society some years ago. By George Buchanan, Esq. 
F.B.S.E., F.R.S.S.A. civil engineer, Edinburgh. The Table was exhibited. 
Tlianks voted. To bo printed in the Transactions, (875.) 

4. Description, with a Drawing, of a Boring Machine for boring Ai‘te> 
sian Wells. By Mr Robert S. Bum, 4 Tobago Street, Edinburgh. Re- 
ferred to a committee. (832.) 

6. Notice of an improved Rain-Gauge. By Thomas Stevenson, Esq. civil 
engineer, Edinburgh. Thanks voted. To be printed in tho Transactions 
(037.) 

PUIVATE BUSINESS. 

I. The following Candidates were elected Fellows, viz. : — 

1. Hamilton Pyper, Esq. advocate. Royal Crescent. 

2. Archibald Dymock, M.D. 19 Fitt Street. 

3. John Bichordson, Esq. W.6. 21 Pitt Street. 

4. John Murray, Esq. 24 Ainslie Place. 

28rt March 1842. — John Shank More, Esq. F.R.S.E., Vice- 
President, in the Chair. 

The following ^Communications were then made : — 

1. Tho Limo Light was exhibited, and its application to the Oxyhydro- 
gen Microscopo shewn by various arrangements of Lenses. By Mr Thomas 
Davidson, F.R.S.S.A., Optician, Edinburgh. Thanks voted. (892.) 

2. The Report of the Committee on Mr Yule^s Expanding Screw-Tap, 
Drill, and MandrlU, was read and approved of. Mr Milne, Convener. The 
tools were exhibited, and also Mr Hick’s Expanding Mandrill. (820.) 

3. Brockedon’s Patent Stoppers for using in pl^ce of Corks were exhibited 

by Mr James Dowio, bootmaker, London and Edinburgh, F.R. S. S.A. 
Thtinlcs voted. (890.) • / 

4. On the compurative Evaporative Power of Coal and Coke. By Andrew 
Fyfc, MD., F.B.8.B., F.R.S.S,A. Thanks voted, and Ordered to be printed 
in the Transactions. (871.) ^ 

0. Description of a Self-acting Feeder for Steam* Boilers. By Mr Andrew 
Curriek, 107 Buchanan Street, Glasgow.^ A nofbdel^was exhibited. Be- ' 
ferred to apommittee# (859.) 

G. A Bf^x with Types so formed as to enable the Blind to commit their 
thoughts to Writing, capable of being easily 'read either by those who see or 
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those who are blindi was exhibited. By John Alston, Esq. of Bosemountj 
Glasgo^ Hon. M.E.S.S. A. Thanks Toted. (860^ 

PRIVATE BUSINESS. 

1. The following Candidates were balloted for, and elected 
as Fellows, viz : — 

1. Mr John Neil, brassfoundor and gasfltter^ 10 George Street. 

2. James Denham, Esq. Assistant- Clerk of Session, 3 'Vilest Lanriston 
Lano. 

11th Aprill3i2. — John Shank More, Esq., F.R.S.E., Vice- 
President, in the Chair. The following Communications were 
made - 

1. On the Action of Water on Load. By Professor Christison, F.B.S.E. 

2. An experimental Electro-dynamic Apparatus. By George Glover, Esq., 
F.K.S.S.A., Lecturer on Natural Philosqphy, Edinburgh. The Apparatus 
was exhibited in action. Thanks voted. (01)1.) 

.3. Mr George Tait, advocate, F.B.S.S.A., described the manner in which 
the effect of fog coming on or going off is produced in a Portable Diorama 
constructed by him, which was exhibited to the Society in November last. 

Diorama was exliibited in operation. Thanks voted, and abstract to bo 
printed. (804.) 

4. Description, with a Drawing, of a Self-acting Damper for regulating the 
drauglit of Furnaces. By Mr Eobert S. Burn, engineer, 4 Tobago Street. 
Edinburgh. Beferred to a Committee. (686.) 

5. Suggestions, with a Drawing, of an Enclosecl Gas Lustre, calculated for 
better ventilation. By the Bev. James Brodie of Monimaii, Associate B.S.S. 
Arts. Beferred to a Committee. \883.) 

C. The Committee on making the arrongemonts for the proposed Exposi- 
tion of Electro-Magnetism by Dr Fyfe, for the benefit of^r Davidson, 8 St 
Andrew Square, reported. Captain Donaldson Boswall, Convener. 

2bth 1842.— 'John Shank More, Esq., Vice-President, 

in tlie Chair. 

After the minutes were road andr approved of, the thanks of 
the Society were, on thq motion of James L’Amy, Esq., una- 
nimously voted to Dr Fyfe, for the excellent exposition of 
Elei^ro-Magnetism, lately given by him at the request of the 
SocieV ; which were given to Dr Fyfe from the Chair. , Tlio 
following Commutfications were then made : — 

1 . On the Consumption of. Smoke and Economy of Fuel by tho uso of 

Steam, in the patent process of Ivison. By An^ew Fyfe, M.D,, FJJ.S. i ',, 
F.U.b.S.A. , * , 

2. Besciription, with Drawing, of s now Wnter-wheel. By Iilftjames 
Wight, Manager of the Water of Leftli MiUs» A forking Model was e^-. 
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hibited. In this whool the buckets are not fixed to the periphery of the 
'wheel, ^ut hang loosely on it as a chain^ and thus- retain the water longer, 
and conseqnently are said to give more power. Referred to a Committoo. 
(878.) . c ' 

3. Description of a Joiner’s Cramp for laying* flooribg. Invented by 

Mr John Liddell, Ravensworth Castle, Yorkshire. Oommunicatesd by Mr 
James Milne, F.R.S.S.A. The torol was exhibited and prosented to the 
Society, and its method of operation shown. Referred to a Committee. 
(901.) ‘ 

4. Letter from Sir J. Robison, K.II., President R.S.S. Arts, relative to 
the Disc Engine, Button Shank Machine, Tessalee and Tiles, Apparatus 
for Distilling Sea-Water, and Electro-Magnetic Power. Thanks voted. 
(902.) 

9/A May 1842. — Sir John Robison, K.H., President, in the 
Chair. The following communications were made : — 

1. On Stone and Wooden Paveincnts. By Mr P, T. Hope, F.R,S.S.A., 
engineer, Liverpool. Models and Drawings were exhibited. Referred to 
a Committee. (862.) 

2. Description of Venetian Pavement’^ for Halls, Conservatories, &c., 
made in Edinburgh under the direction of C. H. Wilson, Esq., A.R.S.A,, 
F.R.S.S.A., architect, Edinburgh. Two specimens were exhibited. Re- 
ferred to a Committee. (893.) 

This fiooring is formed of a mixture of Roman cement (in place of Poz- 
zolano, wbicb is used in Italy), and lime, with small pieces of broken 
mnrblo of different colours, strewed over the mass while still wet. Tho 
marble is beat down to a level, and after the mass has become dry, the 
surface is brought to a beautiful polish* with oil, ve^ much resembling 
granite. Tho colour deponds very much on tho kinds of marble employed, 
and tho whole fornn a hard and solid fibor, three or four inches tliick, 
without crack or seam. The expense, it was stated, would be nearly the 
same os Aj-broath pavement. 

3. A Paddle-Wliool of a now construction in regard to the distribution 
of tho Floats. By Mr Andrew Carrick, 107 Buchanan Street, Glasgow. 
A model was exhibited. Reforrid to a Committoe. (858.) 

The Heports of the following Comiaittees were read and 
approved of, viz. : — 

‘I. On Mr Yule's CompensatioiVjGovernor. Mr Slight, Convener, (riu.) 

2. Oft Mr M. Paterson's Scotch Ultramarine. Mr Wilson, Convener. 
(828.) 

3. On Mr Bum's Bering Machine. Mr Slight, Convener. (832.) 

4. On Rev. J. Brodie's suggestions for an Enclosed Gas Burner. Mr 

Milne, Convener. (883.) / i 

XZthi^Iune 1842 — Sir John Ro6isoh, K.H., President, in the 
Chtur. • The following Oommunicatitms were nrnde : — . 
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1. An apparatus to bo occasionally attached to a Taming-Lathe, with a 

short sj^ide, to fit it for cutting Screws of the wholo length of the bed of the 
Lathe, was exhibited by Sir John Robisonj K.H.^ F.B.S.E.^ P»It.S.SLA. 
Tiianks voted to Sir John, who was requested to give a written descrip- 
tion to bo printed. Boferred to a Committee. • 

Sir J ohn Bobison submitted to the meeting this apparatus^ which being 
attached to a slide-rost lathe^ fitted it for dotting screws of a considerable 
Yiiriety of pitches^ and of any length the lathe could take in. 

The apparatus differed from the usual constructions in having only four 
pairs of toothed wheels^ and in only one pair being used at a timej»thus 
doing away the risk of error by the introduction of wrong intermediates. 
Another Variation from the ordinary constructions appeared in the mode of 
connecting the loading screw of the slido-rost with the wheel-work^ wliioh 
was in this case ofibeted ^y a square rod sliding in a tube^ and adjustable 
at any required length ; the connection was terminated at each end by an 
universal joint, by means of which the cutter-holder of tho rest was freo 
to advance and lArtroat sufficiently for oxocuting the work. 

Sir J ohn explained, that, by limiting the number of change-wheels to 
four pairs, a considerable simplification is obtained ; while, as the four 
pairs afford seven permutations (as either wheel of each pair maybe made 
tho driver) a sufficient variety of pitches for all the ordinary wants of the 
workshop may be obtained by a few changes of loading screws in the ap- 
paratus on the table ; the addition of a loading screw of 10 turns, and one 
of 3G turns per inch to tho ordinary screw of tho rost (which has 12 turns) 
gives 21 pitches, varying from 3^ turns to lOfi turns per inch— and these 
pitches may bo either of right or left hand threads. 

2. Sir John Bobison also exhibited specimens of Sheet-Glass (white 
and coloured), perfectly flat, and without cocklo or wrinkles ; from Messrs 
Chance's glass-works, Birminglieni. Thanks voted, 

3. A Working Model of his Patent (Piston) Botary Steam-Engine was 
exhibited in action. By Charles Cameron, Esq. F.R.S.S. A. Thanks voted. 


(t) 

4. Specimens of a Bituminous Substance found in crevices where a 
Dike occurs in the sandstone of Binny Quarry, and of Candles made from 
it, were exhibited^ By Mr William Hogg, quarrier, XJphall. Thanks 
vo^d. 

5.4|^ir John Bobison exhibited a ld!odel of Wood Paving, now being 
tried in Paris, made Jrom small trees. Thanks voted. 

The following Reports of CoiAmittecs were read and ap- 
proved of, viz. — . ^ ^ * 

1. On Mr Moikle's Muted Qlarionet. Mr B. Hunter, Cbnvonqr. (844.) 

2 On Mr Maxton's Stopper for Winding-Engines. . Mr D. Stevenson, 
Convener. (835.) 
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3. On Mr l^obeirtBon'fi Signals for llailwayn. Mr Slight, Convener. 
(849.) 

4. On Mr Oarriok’s Self'^acting Feeder for Boilers. Mr B. Hunter, 

Convener. (869.) ^ 

* 6. On Mr Bum’s Self-acting Damper. Mr Steele, Convener. (886.) 

6. On Mr Wight’s new Water-Wheel. Mr Glover, Convener. (878.) 

7. On Mr Hope's Stone aijji Wl)odeu Pavement. Mr K. Hunter, Con- 
vener. (362.). 

The following Keports of Committees not being ready, were 
ordered to be lodged with the Secretary in the course of a 
month, and to be laid by him before the Prize Committee, 
viz. : — 

1. On Mr Thomson’s Tilting Appai*atus. Mr D. Stevenson, Convener. 
(840.) 

2. On Mr Davidson’s improvements on the Solar and Oxyhydrogeii Mi- 
croscope, &c. Mr D. Stovongon, Convener. (867.) <- 

3. On Mr Liddel’s Joiner’s Flooring Cramp. Mr Black, Convenor. 

(»U1.) 

4. On Mr Wilson's Imitation of Venetian Pavement. Mr R. Brown, 
Convener. (893.) 

6. On Mr Carrick’s Paddle-Wheel. Mr Glover, Convener. (858.) 

List of Prkes of the Royal Scottish Society of Arts for 

Session 1843 — 44 . 

The Boyal Scottish Society .of Arts proposes to award 
Honorary Medals, and Pecuniary Prizes, for approved Com- 
munications. € * 

iVb Prize to exceed Thirty Sovereigns. 

The attention of the Fellows and of the Public is directed to 
Inventions, Discoveries, and Improvements in the Mechanical and 
Chemical Arts in general, and* also to moans by which the Natural 
Productions of the Country may be made more available ; and in 
particular to, — 

1. Invbntioks, DtscoYoridS, and New Processes in the Useful 
Arts. 

2. Invehtiohs, Processes, or Practices from Foreign Countries, 
not generally known or adopted in Great Britian. 

3. Notices of Procci^es in tho Useful Arts actually practised in 
tffis Country, but not generally known. 

• V 

4.. Experiments applicable to the Useful Arts. 
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6. Practical Details of Public or other undertakings of 
national importance, — not previously published. 

6. Methods of Economising Fuel, Gas, &c.-^of preventing Smoke ^ 
and Noxious Vapours from Manufactories,— -of Ventilating 
Public Edifices, Private Dwellings, Ships, &c. — of construct- 
ing Buildings on the most correct Acoustic principles. 

7. Imfrovehents in the Manufacture of Iron, and other 
Metals, simple or alloyed ; in the making and Tempering Sfeel, 
— ^in Ornamental Metallic Casting — ^in Calotype, Daguerreo- 
type, and Electrotype, — ^in the preparation of Lime and Pias- 
ter for Fresco Painting, and in appropriate Tools for laying 
the Plaster with precision, — in Electric, Voltaic, and Mag- 
netic apparatus, — in Pavements, — in Balance or Pondulum 
Time-keepers, — in Taps and Dies, — in Die-sinking,— in 
Wood-cutting, — in Printing from Wood-cuts, — in Printing- 
Presses, — in Stereotyping, and in cleaning the plaster from 
the Typos, — in Furnaces and other apparatus used in Stereo- 
typing, — in Type- Founding, — ^in the Composition of Printers’ 
Boilers, — in Engraving on Stone, — in Ship-building, with re- 
gard to Ventilation, both for the crew and the timbers, — in 
Currying and Tawing of Leather, — in Glass and Porcelain, 
— ^in Land, Marine, and Locomotive Steam-Engines and Rail- 
way Carriages, and particularly in their Axles, — ^in Rail- 
way Telegraphs and Signals, — in Smith- work ftnd Carpentry- 
in Tools, Implements, and Apparatus for the various Trades. 

KEITH PRIZE. 

The Society also proposes to award the Keith Prize, value 
Thirty Sovereigns, rfor an important Invention, Discovery, 
or Improvement in the Useful Arts. 

(xeyteral Observations . — The KiAth Prize may be awarded 
for any communicatipn which shall comply with tlie terms of the 
announcement of that Pnzo, although falling under any of the above 
specified subjects. 

The Descriptions of tho various inventions, &c. to be full and 
distinct^ and, when necessary .Accompanied by Specimens^ DrJhuingSf 
or Models. • , * . 

The Society shall be at litierty to publish in tlicir Transactions 
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<$opiefi or abstracts of all Papers submitted to thorn. All Models, 
Prawings, &o. for which Prizes shall bo given, shall bo held to be 
the . property of the Society,— the Society being in the practice of 
taking the valuo of the Model into account in fixing tho amount of 
the Prize. ^ 

All Communications must be written on Foolscap paper, leaving 
margins at least one inch broad, on both the outer and inner sides of 
the pagSi so as to allow of tlieir being bound up in volumes ; and 
all drawings must be on Imperial Drawing Paper, unless a larger 
sheet be requisite. 

Communications, Models, &c* to be addressed to James Tod, Esq. 
tho Segretahy, 21 Dublin Street, Edinburgh, Postage or Carriage 
paid ; and should be lodged on or before 1st November 1843, or as 
soon thereafter as possible^ in oi'der to ensure their being read and 
reported on during the Session. 

Copies of this List of Prizes may bo had from the Secretary. 

Edikbubob, 34e/i AprU 1043. 


SCIENTIFIC INTELLIGENCE. 

i 

METEOROLOGY. 

1. Observations on the Aurora dSorealis, made at Kaafjord in 
Norway . — ^Mr Ihle, an officer of the English Copper* mine Company 
at KaaQoi-d (69^ 68' 15" N, Lat. ; 23° 43' 10" E. Long.), near Alton, 
in Finmark, Norway, collected a largo mass of meteorological observa- 
tions, between January 1839 and the end of July 1841. Mr Beich 
has communicated to Poggendorff’s Annals (1843, No. 2, p. 337) a 
portion of the results of M. Jhle*s observations on temperature, and 
on the mean height of the barometer ; and likewise interesting notices 
of the Aurora Borealis. Begarding the' sound omitted by this me- 
<teor, we give the following extracts from M. Ihle’s Meteorological 
Journud 1840, January Evening, There was di^nctly 
heaT<l a noise corresponding to the movement^ of tho rays of light, 
and resembling the rustling of silk stuffs. The stillness which pre- 
vailed in the air at the time, and which was of rare occurrence, loft 
no doubt about the ma^.er. — 1840^ March 22c?, Evening, Calm and 
serenp.; nortfhern lights in thin fine stripes of light across the heavens 
from W. to E. • In the W. and S.W., very bright, peculiar-looking 
}^*llowisb green luminous clouds proceeded from the horizon upwards, 
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constantly changing in their form and in tho intensity of thoir light. 
At thetinstants of the greatest development of light, viz., when the 
luminous cloud was near the zenith, there was quite certainly a souitd 
heard, resembling the rusfting of straw or of. doth made of silk.*— 
1840, Nov, 2\st, 5 o'clock p. m. Calm. The atmosphere had cleared* 
up, and rays of light shot simultaneously from the west and east 
horizon with the greatest brilliancy ; at th8 zenith they whirled them- 
selves round in a circle, and formed crowns of light, soft rustling 
was at the same time audible. Ihle makes tho following general ob- 
servations on the Aurora The northern lights for the most part 
make their appearance over tho western and north-western, and oyer 
tho eastern and north-eastern horizon, rarely in the due north, and 
still more rarely over the southern horizon. Ihe form of tho north- 
ern lights is sometimes in stripes, and that either with an uniform 
division of the light or in bands with parallel streaks ; and sometimes 
in bundles of rays, either ranged in certain linos next one another, or 
separated into undefined groups. The boundary of the stripes of 
light is somotimos sharp, sometimes obscure. More rarely than m 
the form of stripes and bundles of rays, tho aurora sometimes ap- 
pears in the form of undefined luminous clouds. The black rays of 
the northern lights, first noticed by Professor Ilanstein, i. e, sharply 
bounded stripes, surrounded by masses of light, which, however, are 
quite detached from them, are a not unfreqfient, but extremely strik- 
ing phenomenon. Changes of tomporaturo in the atmosphere gene- 
rally stand in connection with* the appearance of brilliant northern 
lights, and thus a dry cold occurs after northern lights emanating 
from the eastern horizon, while storms and snowt with diminished 
cold, follow tho western aurora. Frequently, however, the northeni 
lights from the east and west appear simultaneously, without tho one 
or the other gaining the mastery, and then unsettled weather ensues. 
A variation of the magnetic needlo generally follows the appearance 
of the aurora ; in the case of tho eastern aurora the North Pole of 
the noodle is turned eastwards, and in that of the western westwards. 
A difference of height has been distinctly observed, although measu];e- 
meiTts were not practicable. In M? Ihlc’s Jouma], days are indi- 
cated on which the.rays of the aurora were visible below the* clouds, 
nay even lower than the abruptly rising acclivity of the valley. The 
lower the aurora and the nearer the zenith, so much the more power- 
ful was its influence on the magnetic needl^ in relation to desalination 
and intensity. It has als^ resulted from Ihle's observations, that 
there is a certain connection between the occurrence of storms and 
the appearance of the northern lights. In the case of violent gtorms 
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oocarrinji^ in sudden gusts, the Northern Lights are almost always in 
a state of flickering rapid movement ; and, while at the period^, of the 
greatest evolution oi light, the storm is generally much diminished, 
it is renewed in all its strength when the the brilliancy of the aurora 


2. Mr Hopkins on the tCause of the Motion of Cr^acier^.— -Mr 
Hopkins, at the Cork meeting of the British Association, explained 
his views respecting the cause of the motion of glaciers. Do Saussure 
had adopted the theory which attributes this motion to the resolved 
part of gravity, acting along the inclined surfaces on which all gla- 
ciers in motion are situate ; and he explained, also, how the motion 
could bo facilitated hy the effects of the internal heat of the earth, 
and of sub glacial currents. When the attention of philosophers, 
however, was recalled a few years ago to this subject, and more ac- 
curate observations and admeasurements were made, tiie inclinations 
of the bods of glaciers were found, in many cases, to be so small 
(in tlio glacier of tho Aar, for example, not exceeding throe degrees) 
that it appeared extremely difficult to conceive how tho force of 
gravity alone could be adequate to overcome the friction on the bot- 
tom and sides of tho glacier, and the numerous local obstacles to its 
movement. Numerous experiments on tho descent of bodies along 
inclined planes had shewnt^ that, when the surfaces of tho bodies and 
planes were perfectly hard and polished, no motion would ensue 
without an inclination considerably greater than that of many glaciers ; 
and, moreover, that the inclination required to produce motion was 
independent of the weight of the sliding body. These considerations 
led to the very general rejection of De Saussure' s theory, and to the 
adoption, by many persons, of tho dilcttalion theory^ of which M. 
Agassiz had been tlie principal advocate. According to this theory, a 
part of the water produced by the dissolution of the superfleial portion 
of the glacier during summer, passed, by infiltration, into the minute 
pores and crevices of the glacier, where it vt^as again converted into 
ice, and, by its expansion in the process of freezing, produced a dila- 
tatibn and consequent motion of tbe glacier. It was manifest, haw- 
ever, that the frequent alternation of freezing and thawing within the 
glacier which this theory assumed, could not possibly take place at 
depths beneath its surface exceeding a very few feet, and therefore 
could not j^roduce any sensible effect on the nv>tion of the ivholc mass. 
This theoi’y presented inan^ other diflicultios, of which no adequate 
solution had been given, and tho author could not but consider it as 
contrary to tlie most obvious mechanical and pfaysidal principles* 
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Another theory had also been put forward^ which attributed the mo- 
tion glaciers to the expansion of water in the act of freezing after 
it had filled, not the minute pores of the ice, but internal cavities of 
considerable dimensions. * But, since the temperature of Idie glacier, 
at considcrablo depths, must be sensibly constant, how were new caai- 
ties to be formed when existing on^s had been once filled up ? The 
author, regarding both this theory and the preceding one as untenable, 
was thus led to examine how far the apparent objections to De Saus- 
Biire’s theory were really valid, by a series of experiments on the 
descent down inclined planes. The experiments were made in the fol- 
lowing manner : — A slab of sandstone, prepared to be laid down as a 
part of a common flagstone pavement, was so arranged as to bo easily 
placed at any proposed inclination to the horizon. The surface of 
the blab, so far from being polished, retained the grooved marks of 
tho instrument with which the qiiarryman had shaped it, A quan- 
tity of ice was^ placed on the slab, within a frame nearly a foot square, 
intended merely to keep tho ice together, and not touching thp slab, 
with which tho ice alone in contact. Tho following were results 
obtained in one set of experiments, the icc being loaded wdth a weight 
of about 1501b. : — 

Inclination of the planer, 3'^, O'*, O'*, 12'’, 15'’. 

Mean space for one hour, O.Hl, 0.62, 0.06, 2.0, 2.5 Indies. 

When tho weight was increased, the rate of motion was also in- 
creased. The loast inclination at which sensible motion would 
take place, was not Jetenniiied ; but it was ascertained that it could 
not exceed half a degree in tho case of a smooth but unpolished 
surface. With a polished surface of a marb^ slab, the motion 
of tlic ice indicated a deviation from horizontality, w'ith as much 
sensibility as winter itself. It will be observed, in the results 
above given, that (1.) the motion was unaccelerated, and (2.) it in- 
creased with the inclination, and (when the inclination was not 
greater than nine or ten degrees) in nearly tho same ratio ; and (3.) 
the rate of movement wfis of tho same order of magnitude as in actual 
glacial motion, which may bo stated generally, in cases yet observed, 
n(^or to exceed two feet a-day. T^e extreme small friction between 
the*pls^i^e indicated by the small inclination necessary to 

produce motion, w^as manifestly due to t)ie circumstance of the lower 
surface of the ice being in a state of gradual disintegration, which, 
however, w^as extreme^ slow, as proved by the small quantity of 
water proceeding from it. Iif tho applicSktiou, therqlbre, of those re- 
sults to the case of actual glaciers, it was necessary to shdW that tho 
temperature 8f their lower surfaces could nc^ generally be* les$ than 
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32° TtAir, Such, the author stated^ must necessarily be the case, 
unless the conductive power of ice was greater than it was do: 9 med 
possible that it could be. He considered the sub-glacial currents as 
powerful agents in the disintegration of the fewer surfa of glaciers, 
e^ecially near their lower extremities. The results of Pro^’f ssor 
Forbes’s observations on the r'otion of tho Mer do Glace of Mont 
Plane, aflFbrdcd, as rega»*ds that glacier (and, hj inforencr as regards 
all other glaciorb) a complete refutation ^ tho theories which attri- 
bute glacial movements to any expansion or dilatatini of tho rco. 
The Professor had, however, put ^orth a new theory, which agreed 
with that offerea by Mr Hopkins in attributing glacial motion to Ih . 
action of gra\lty, b”t differed from it entirely as a nochanical theory 
in other r*^spccts. Tho Professor appeared to reject the sliding 
theory of De Saiissure, on account of tho difficulties already men- 
tioned (which wore now removed by tho above experiments), and 
assigned to the iictsa of a glacier the property of plasticity ^ or 
scmifiuidity^ in a degree sufficient to account for the fact of its dc 
sconding down surfaces of such small inclination. According to 
this theory, the motion was duo to tho smail cohosiou of one par- 
ticle of glacial ice to another. Mr H:)pkins statf I his cor* ict* m 
that the internal cohesion of tho mass was immensely greater than 
its cohesion to the surface on which it rests, whenever ho lower 
surface is in a state of disir.togration. It was perfectly consistent 
with this conclusion, to assign to tho glacier whatevvr degree of 
tieity might bo necessary to account for Jibe relative motions of its 
central and longitudinal portions under the nor«'ous pressure to 
which, according to ^is theory, he shew? ^ if n..ght be subjected. 
Such relative motions, however, were probably facilitated more by 
tho disIoL\Tf*''^u than the plasticity of tl > mass. Sufficient, he trusted, 
had boon adv.'m'*ed to prove that tlie slidiny theory assigned a cause 
adequate to tho prodncuion of all tho observed phenomena of glacial 
movements.-.-*^ 

o 

3. On the Transport of Erratic Blocks and Detritus from the Alps 
to the'd'ura. By Mr Hopkins. — ith respect to the transport of erratic 
blocks and •detritus from the Alps to tho Jura, Mr Hopkins observed 
that the greatest height whiph glaciers had formerly attained in tho 
valley of the Bhone (whence a large portion of the erratics had been 
derived), appeared to be well-defined by lateraldnoraines and polished 
rocks, while tho greatest height at which t^ese blocks had been de- 
posited on ihe Jura lyas also well defined. Thus, according to M. 
Charpentiof, Ihe Rhone glacier must have risen, at the mouth of tho 
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Valais, to about 2500 feet above tbe existing surface of the Lake of 
Genova; while the highest band of detritus on the Jura was stated 
to rise to a still higher level. It was inconceivable, therefore, that 
such detritus should have been lodged at its present elevation by 
fornini i^laciorSi The only way in whidi it appeared possible to ob^ 
viato the iiicrbanical difficulties of JIjo subject, was to suppose the 
transport to lii'vo boon ^'ffocted when th# Jura was at a lower level 
rclativoh tc the Al| and the whole distri'*' lower rdlatively to the 
surface of the ocean. In such the space between the Alps and 
tbo Jure may Lavo been i^ccupicd the sea, and the ico, w'itli its 
trai. .ported materials, may have parsed fro'^ the former to the latter 
r-hain, partly with the character of a glacier, and partly nith tliat of 
an icel’org. This hypothesis is perfectly consistent Avitli the suppo- 
sition of the general configuration of the sui faco of the Jura having 
boon tho same at the epoch of the transport as at the prosen ^ime ; 
and Mr Hopkins believed it would bo found equally so with all tho 
observed phenomena of that region . — Athencpumy No. 827, p« 803. 

4. On the '7 Glaciers in Transporting Rocks , — Colonel 
Sabine, at tho Cork cting, related, in illustration of tho agency 
of glaciers in transpo*’^ing ' ocki., tlia* when the Antarctic Expedition 
had reached 70 degrees P .atitude, the vessels were stopped by a bar- 
rier of ice, from 100 *o 180 feci in lieightf and 300 miles from cast 
to west ; beyond lluiso cliffs they dij^ce 'm'cd a rang© of lofty moun- 
tains, 60 miles ^rom tl: ^ sea, the w estornmost of w'^hich appeared to bo 
12,000 feet in height. From the face of these icc-cliffs vast masses 
were constantly breaking off,*an'’ floating north\fard, bearing witli 
them fragments of the rocks which had been derived from the moun- 
tains. In tho latitude of 66 and 67 degrees, a distance jf 700 miles 
from the glaciers, those floating icebergs appeared to bo usually 
arrested, so as to form a floating barrier, at whicli ships were often 
stopped ; and it had been observed, that, between this zone and the 
cliffs, the sea deepened cdlisiderably. Over all this area tho icebergs 
wqpld bo constantly strewing masses of rock and detritus, particu- 
larly at their northern limit, where tboy would probably form mounds 
resembling terminal glacial moraines. Colonel Sabine then describ- 
ed similar phenomena in Baffin's Bay, which ho stated to be, in most 
parts, deeper than the thousand-fathom line, but shallow at the strait 
which forms its entrance. Tho bay was^ surrounded by i^lternato 
cliffs of rock and valleys qpeupied by glaciers, and presented cliffs 
of ice along the shore, from which masses became detached float- 
ed off to the zone of shallow water at the entrance of tho bay, where 
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they woro constantly becoming arrested in their progress, and depo- 
sited the fragments of granite, trap, and limestone containing {pssils, 
derived from the ^hote.—Athenmum^ No. 827, p. 803. 

GEpLOGY. 

C“ 

‘5. Mr Mur^dson on the Pc}*mtan System^ <is applied to Germany^ 
with Collateral Observations on Synehronous Deposits in other 
Counirics ; shewing that the Roihe-todte-llegendCy Kupfer-Seluefcr, 
Zcchstciny and the lower portion of the. Bunter-sandstcAn, form one. 
natural group, constituting the upper member of the Palocozoio Rocks, 
— Tho word P(rmian, as remarked at page 115, when first proposed by 
Mr Mitrcliison, was intended to distinguish a natural group of deposits, 
lying between tho well-known carboniferous strata beneath, and tbc 
less perfectly defined trias above it. lie first suggested that the 
groiip (so designated from the ancient kingdom of Permia, which is 
exclusively occupied by it) should combine ihoso deposits known 
under tho name of Kotlie-todte-liogendo (lowx‘r new- rod of England), 
Kupfcr-Schicfer, Zeclistein, &c, (magnesian limestone, &c.) Sub- 
sequently, however, he was disposed to doubt wliethor it might not 
be more correct to class the Rothe-todto-liegendc with the coal-bearing 
deposits beneath it, than with the Zeehstoin, because tbc plants of 
the lower red sandstone could not be distinguished from those of tho 
coal-mcasuros. Revisiting Hesse, Saxony, Silesia, the Thuringer- 
Weald, and other parts of Genurauy, Mr Murchison has obtained whnt 
he considers proof tiiat the llotho-todto-liogende is part and parcel of 
the same natural group as the Zeclistein, and must, therefore, be 
considered part of tho Permian system. lie lias also convinced him- 
self that the great deposit hitherto known undor the denomination of 
Buiiter-sandsteiii, Gres bigarre, or new-red sandstone, should be di- * 
vidoJ into two parts, tho lower of which ought to bo classed with the 
Permian, and separated from the trias, with which it had been 
merged. To prove the first of these positions, or that tho Rothe- 
todto-ligcnde is a part of the Permian group, Mr Murchison cited 
tho order of succession in numerous sections in Germany, she\v'*ng 
an uninterrupted sequence from the lower red cciiglomerate sand- 
stone and shale, into thd overlying Zeehstoin. It is a question 
wliother the plants of these lovrer red rocks can bo distinguished as 
!i whole fiSjm those of tho /subjacent roal- measures, plants being, as 
yet* the organic remains found in tiieni. From his observa- 
tions in Saxony, alid particularly from an inspection, of the^fossil 
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plants collected and partly described by Captain Gutbier» Mr Mur^ 
chisoil believes that such a separation exists. Among the coal- 
plants of Saxony are forms of Nouroptoris, closely approaching to, 
if not identical with, thoA species which occur in the Permian rocks, 
wfiilst there is no trace of the common plants of the underlying coffl. 
These plants being imbedded in a ^whitish or cream-coloured finely 
levigated clay-stone, and their leaves being brought into beautiful 
relief by being invariably as green as if they had beefl peculiarly and 
happily dried in an herbarium, form admirable subjects fur the most 
precise distinctions of the fossil botanist. In Silesia (at Ruppendorf, 
and other localities west of Waldenberg, between Breslau and Glatz) 
there is a fine development of strata from the base of the Rotlie-todtc- 
liegcnde (where that deposit overlies a productive coal-field based 
upon truo mountain limostone) into other red sandstones and shales, 
which have a marked aspect, from being interlaced with bands of 
blacky bituminous, thin, fiaggy, limostone. Though doubts had boon 
entertained as to tho age of this limestone, Mr Murchison docs not 
hesitate to consider it as ^ho equivalent of tho Zochstein, and the 
whole red group, of which it forms a member, as the counterpart of 
tho Permian system ; for, besides its very clear position, this cal- 
careous flag-stone contains plants ajjd fishes similar to those of tho 
Permian rocks of Russia. Among the former, the Neuroptcris con- 
ferta^ nov. spec., of Goppert, has been identified with the most common 
fern brought from Russia. Tho most abundant fish, is Palmoniscus 
Wratislaviensis, Ag. On this occasion Mr Murchison passed rapidly 
over the zoological proofs that tho Zechstein and Kupfer-Schiefer of 
Germany are tho equivalents of tho calcareous bftds of the Permian 
system of Russia, as these had been given in detail in memoirs read be- 
fore the Geological Society. Ho stated, however, that his opinion was 
now perfectly in harmony with that of Professor Phillips, namely, that 
the fauna of Zechstein, or magnesian limostone, has so much of tho 
same general zoological typo as the carboniferous limestone, that it must 
also form part of tho PalSbozoic series. Mr Murchison then proceeded 
to consider the age of these lower beds of tho Bunter-sandstein, which 
had been hitherto included in the trias, on lithological evidence only, 
Thc^ contain no fossils either in Hesse, Saxony, or theThurirtgerwald, 
where the Zochstein and Kupfer-Schiefe^j are most developed ; and 
from all Mr Murchison’s inquiries and observations, it appears that 
tho upper mass only of .the Buntor-sand|tein contains thg remains 
of plants and animals analogous to those of the Muscholkdk, which 
rests upon it. Tho footmarks of the Oheriothorium appeared also to 
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be confined to the bods of sandstone, at a very little depth below the 
Muschelkalk. Fi*om these circumstances Mr Murchison was. induced 
to regard the upper beds alone of the Bunter-sandstoin as belonging 
to the trias ; whilst the lower portion, whidi, though generally un- 
foSsiliferous, contained, in Bussia, the same groups of fossils with tlio 
Permian rocks, he proposed henceforth to separate from the second- 
ary system, and consider it, together with the Zechstein and Bothe- 
todte-liegende, ks the upper member of the Palaeozoic scrios, sup- 
posed to be represented by a thin band of dolomite. The plants of 
the Permian system of Bussia appear, from the opinion of M. 
Adolphe Brongniart, to possess a peculiar character ; but they are 
still closely allied to carboniferous forms, like the plants of tho Rothe- 
todte-liegende of Saxony ; and this ovidonco is in complete harmony 
with that afforded by tho molluscs, corals, and ichthyolites. In con- 
clusion, Mr Murchison remarked that the English strata, ranging 
under the synonym of Permian, formed a well-defihed tract, se- 
pat'ating the coal-fields from tho newer deposits of rod sandstone and 
marl ; and as tho magnesian limestone docs not often appear in tho 
form of a continuous deposit, it was the more desirable to give a 
certain latitude to this group, and not to define it too narrowly by 
more mineral characters. 

6. On the Rise of the Coast of Scandinavia . — Major L. Boamish, 
F.B.S., read a paper “ On tho apparent fall or diminution of Water 
in tho Baltic, and elevation of the Scandinavian Coast.*' During a 
journey to Stockholm, in tho early part of tho present summer, tho 
author had occasion Oo soo and hoar much respecting tho diminution 
of water in tho Baltic, a practical and personal evidence of which ho 
experienced in the harbour of Travemundo, on tho 4th of May, by 
the sudden fall of water at the port, which took placo very rapidly, 
and to a great extent. Tho steamer, which ought to have left Tra- 
vemunde on the 18th, was detained by this cause until the 21st. It 
is well known, that, although without tide, the Baltic is subject to 
periodical variations of depth, but the water has fallen, during the 
present summer, to a degree far below these ordinary variations ; 
and the fact was considered so remarkable as to be thought wortlijr^of 
being brought before tho notice of tho Swedish Academy of Sciences, 
by Baron Berzelius, in July last. This fall or diminution of water 
was already perceptible in t^e summer of 1842, since which, tho Bal- 
tic has never retomed to its average moan^ height : but, on the con- 
trary, has^ diminishod, and there seems now no probability that Iho 
former level, or the height of 1841, will bo again attained. Meantime, 
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no perceptible change has taken place in the waters of the North Sea, 
and»tho unscientific observer asks. What has become of the waters of ^ 
the Baltic ? The answer is ^probably to be found in a simultaneous 
phenomenon apparent on the Swedish coast, the gradual elevation 
of which has been satisfactorily proved by the personal observation 
of Mr Lyelb Recent observationi however, would seem to shew that 
this elevation does not proceed at aify regular or fixed rate, but, if 
he might use the expression, fitfully at uncertain periods, and at a 
rate far greater than was at first supposed. At the same ijiecting, 
when Baron Berzelius drew the attention of the Swedish Academy 
to the diminution of water in the Baltic, a communication was made 
from an officer who had been employed on the south-west coast of 
Sweden, in the Skargard of Bohuslan, north of Gottenburgh, giving 
evidence of the recent elevation of that part of the coast, and stating, 
thatduringt^e present summer, fishermen had pointed out to him near 
the Malstrbm, at Oroust, shoals which had never before been visible. 
Tho elevation of the Swedish coast forms a striking contrast with the 
unchanged position of tho contiguous coast of Norway, which, as far 
as observation has hitherto been extended, has suffered no change 
witliin tho period of history, although marine deposits, found upon 
tho Norwegian Hills, at very considorablo elevations above tho level 
of tho sea, prove that those parts wore formerly submerged. More 
accurate information, however, will, befbro long, ho obtained on this 
interesting point, as a commission has been appointed by tho Nor- 
wegian government to investigate the subject, and marks have been 
set up on tho coast which will, in a few years, afford tho desired in- 
formation ; meantime, the Scandinavian peninsula presents an ex- 
traordinary phenomenon ; tho western, or Norwegian side, remaining 
stationary, while tho south and oast, or Swedish sides, are rising, and 
that, as the author had endeavoured to shew, at no inconsiderable rate. 
AthetKeum^ No, 829, p. 850. • ^ 

ZOOLOGY. 

^ Note on a vermineous alterStion in the Blood of a Dog, caused 
hy a great number of Hematozoary Animals of the Genus Filanna, 
By MM. Gruby and Delafond, — ^Physiologists and anatomists have 
Ibng since proved tho existence of certain entozoa in the nutritive 
fluid of cold-blooded 2iiiiina\^, such as &’ogs and fishes. •Among tho 
Mammifera, also, worm# have been sometimes fdtind i^^ the blood ; 
but it is prpbable that they found their way thither merely by per- 
forating the organs in which they were developed. It is ofjgreat iin- 
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portancc fur physiulogj, pathology, and natural history, to shew, not 
only the existence of entozoary worms in the blood, but to proV'o be- 
sides that they continually circulate in. this fluidj in animals which, 
in their structure, make some approach to man. Now, as science is 
still destitute of an instanco proving in an absolute manner the cir- 
culation of worms in the blood of Hlammifera, wo are anxious to com- 
municate to the Academy the^ discovery wo have made of ontozoa cir- 
culating in the Blood of a dog of vigorous constitution, and apparently 
in a state of good health. 

Tlioso worms are from 0™™.003 to 0'“"'.005 in diameter, and about 
Omni 25 length. The body is transparent and colourless. The 
anterior extremity is obtuse, and the posterior or caudal extremity 
terminates in a very slender filament. In the anterior part a small 
furrow is observable, about 0^^“.005 in length, which may be regarded 
as a buccal fissure. 

In all its characters, this species of hemalozoaria belongs to the 
genus Filaria. 

The motions of these animals are very active. Life continues for 
no less than ten days after the blood has been extracted from the 
vessels, and placed in a vase at a temperature of 15 degrees of the 
centigrade scale. On examining a drop of blood under the glass of 
a microscope, we perceive these hematozaoria swimming about with 
an undulatory movement between tlie sanguineous globules, bending 
and unbending, twisting, and untwisting themselves with groat vi- 
vacity. ® 

In order to determine whether these worms existed in every part 
of the circulating stYeain, wo examined the blood of the coccygian 
arteries, of the external jugulars, the capillaries of the conjunctive, 
the mucous vessels of the mouth, of the skin, and of the muscles, and 
in everywhere the fluid presented us with these entozoa. 

For twenty days we daily opened the capillary vessels of different 
parts of tho skin, and the mucous vessels of the mouth, and always 
ascertained the presence of these animals. 

Tlip urine and excreinentitial matter contained none of them. 

Tlio diameter of the globules of Ihe blood in a dog is from 0™"'.0P7 
to 0”*‘".008', that of tho Filaria is from 0““,003 to 0'*“.005. There 
is not, tlioroforo, tho least dSubt that this worm can circulate whero- 
ever the blood ro<juiros to pass. After many researches undertaken 
for tho purpose of ascerlainihg the quantity of* blood existing in the 
vessels of t^s of •medium size, we estimate^ that tho dog in question 
had of blood in circulation. Now a drop of this blood weighs 

0 '^'•*.067, and in this dro^ there ore usually from four to five filaria. 
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In the whole blood of this dog, there must, therefore, have been more 
than ]. 00,000 of those worms. 

The prodigious number of these animals is the more surprising 
from the dog appearing t5 enjoy good health. However, wo have re- 
marked that the ontozoa of the digestive tube of dogs, the taenih, 
rarely derange tlie vital functions, ^ven when in very groat numbers. 

During tho last year, we have examined the blood of from 70 to 
80 dogs without meeting with tho Filaria, and, fromlihe date of its 
discovery, we have sought for it in vain in tho blood of 15 do^ST^ 

8. Examination of Tartar a7id the Mucous Coatings of the Tongue 
and Teeth . — These coatings, which, according to Laugior and Vau- 
quelin, are chiefly formed of carbonate and phosphate of lime, agglu- 
tinated by a little cement, have been studied micx’oscbpically by M. 
Mandl, who, having macerated them, in a fresh state, in distilled 
water,' discovered a large quantity of vihrious baguettes. This ob- 
server consequently believes, that such coating's are formed of calca- 
reous skeletons of these infusoria. Louwenhoek long ago indicated 
tlie presence of infusoria in the same products.— 7?cpori of Proceed’- 
mgs of the Academy of Sciences in Elnstitut*^ 

9. Light of the Glow- IVomi. — ^M. Mattoucci lately addressed a noti<;o 
to the Academy of Sciences, containing tho results of experiments 
which ho has made on tho phenomena constituting* tho phosphores- 
cence of the glow-worm. Tho following is the substance of his 
communication : — Carbonic acid and hydrogen are tho media in which 
the phosphorescent matter ceases to shine after g space of 30 or 40 
minutes, if tho gases are pure. In oxygen gas tho light is more 
brilliant than in atmospheric air, and it remains brilliant for nearly 
triple the length of time. When it shines in the air or in oxygen, 
it consumes a portion of oxygen, wliich is replaced by the correspond- 
ing volume of carbonic acid. In the* same media, when there is^wi 
im])ossibility of light b^ing emitted, there is no oxygen absorbed, 
aud no carbonic acid developed. Heat augments to a certain extent 
tlK) light of tho phosphorescent matter, whereas cold produces •the 
opposite effect. When the heat is too great, tho substance is altered. 
The same thing stakes place when it is loft in tho air or in some 
gases for a certain time ; that is, when tfie substance is separated 
froih the animal. This matter, so altered, is no longer capable of 
emitting light or of l>oc6ming Juminous. * According to th5se facts, 
• % 


* .From Auh. de Chimie ct de PZ/if Ajirr, t. vii. p. .S8l. 
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it would £ocm that the phosphorcsconco of the glow-worm is a phoino- 
monon of combustion, the result of the combination of the oxygen of 
the air with carbon, which is one of the elements of the phosphores- 
cent matter. — Ulnstituty No. 603. 

10. On the Structure of the Skin in the different races of Man^ 
and new proof of the cov^mon origin of all the Varieties of the 
Human Specks. — The following is an abstract of the results of M. 
Flotiiens’ researches on the comparative structure of the skin in the 
diiferent human races, which he communicated along with illustrative 
drawings. One of the figures represents the skin of an individual of 
the white race, which is soon to be composed of three layers or dis- 
tinct membranes, the dermis and the two opidorms ; and, between 
the second.or internal epidermis and the dermis, there is no trace 
visible of a pigmental layer — no trace of a pigmcntuni. Other 
figures represent the skin of a Kabyle, a Moor, and Ian Arab, All 
those skins are of a bistre colour, but in general this colour is deeper 
in the Arab than in the Moor, and in the Moor than in the Kabyle. 
Except in this respect, every thing in their structure is similar : in 
all there are two opiderms and a dermis, and in all there is a layer 
of pigmontum, and a pigmental m6mbran%iyg(weon the second epi- 
dermis and the dermis. There is also a representation of the skin 
of a cross of an Arab and,^ Negress ; and another of the skin of a 
Negro. They exhibit the same structure as the skin of the Kabyle, 
the Arab, and the Moor. One drawing of the skin of an Arab, 
aifected by partial albinism, is specified by M. Flourens as meriting 
particular attentiou. Upon that skin ^ there are many white spots ; 
and at the side of these spots thq skin preserves its ordinary colour, 
which is blackish or bistre-coloured. Now, where the skin is black, 
there is a well-nparked pignientum, but where the white spots occur, 
there is no pigmentum. Judging, then, from this example, the 
nialady termed albinism would only tend to produce the absence— 
the non -secretion of the matter which constitutes the pigmentum. 
With regard to all these preparations of the skin, M. Flourens 
makes the following general renarks : — If wo compare the structure 
of the skin in all these races, viz. the Kabyle, the Arab, and the 
Moor, on the one hand, ^ and, on the other, the American and the 
Negro, wc find that it is every where the same. So that the 
Kabyle,Jthe Arab, and thjp Moor, who probably belong to tho Cau- 
casian o^ white» race, but certainly do not belong either to the red 
or to the black raqe, have, nevertheless, a pigmental apparatus per- 
fectly similar to that of the black and the red rac6s. The white 
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nian liimselF has his pigmental apparatus, very circumscribed it is 
true, l»ut still quite distinct, in the nipple, particularly in the fe- 
male. Having submitted the* coloured portion of the skin of the 
breast to his anatomical processes, M. Flourens found, first of all, 
two epiderms, and then, between the second epidermis and the der- 
mis, a pigmental membrane and a layer of pigmentum ; in a word, 
the whole pigmental apparatus. One of the figures represents this. 
Thus, ho continues, we have a portion of the skin of the white man, 
in which we find the whole structure of the skin of the enured 
races. Have we not in these facts a new proof, a direct proof, of the 
common origin of the various human races, and of their original 
unity ? To this proof, derived from the study of the skin, M. 
Ilourens intends adding another, deduced from the study of the 
skeleton, and especially of the cranium. — V Institute No. 504, 

1 1 . Irish aM Alpine Hares said to. he vaAeties of the same species. 
— At the Cork Meeting of the British Association, Mr Thomson ex- 
hibited specimens of the Alpine hare (Lepus variabilisjy from the 
Highlands of Scotland, and of the hare of Ireland (Lepus Hibemi^ 
eusjy for the purpose of showing that the species are identical. Of 
this fact he, judging from external characters, satisfied himself last 
autumn, when in the Highlands of Scotland, and subsequently proved 
it by a comparison of the anatomical chaiiscters of the two supposed 
species. 


NEW PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 

1 , Considerations Geologiques sur le Mont Saleve, et sur les Ter- 
rains des Environs de Geneve, par Alphonse Favre, Membre dcHSl 
Societe do Physiqqe et d’JIistoiro Naturello de Geneve, &c. &c. 4to, 
with plates. Geneve, 1843. 

*2. Statistical Account of Scotland^ No. 44, containing the County 
of £lhlithgow complete, and part ofthe County of Perth. July 1843. 

3. Account of tlie Muitcum of Economic Geology. By T. Sop* 
witlf, F.G.S., &c. 

4. On the Beboeru Tree of British Guiana. By pouglM Maola- 
gan, M.D., F.R.S.E. 4to! 1843. - 

VOL. XXXV.’nO. j;xx. — OCTOBER 1843. * 2 d ' • 
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5. On the Medidinai Properties of Bebeeru Bark. By Douglas 

Maclagan, M.D. 6vo. 1643. <> 

6. Bulletin do la Societu Geoldgiquor do France. T. xiv., f. 
Sl-24. (20 Mars— 1? Avril 1843.) 

7* Die ausgleichungs-^Becl^nungen der practisclien Gcometrio, 
&c. Von C. L» Gerliftg. Hamburg and Gotha. F. and A. 
Perthes. Ifir43. 

Transactions of the American Philosophical Society, held at 
Philadelphia, for promoting Useful Knowledge. Vol. viii. Parts 
1. II, III. New Senes, 4to, pp. 367. Philadelphia, 1841-2-3. 

9. Proceedings of the American Philosophical Society for No- 
vember and December 1842, and January, February, and March 
1843. 8vo. 

10. Description of the Skeleton of an extinct trigantic Sloth, 
Mylodon robustus^ Owen, with Observations on the Osteology, 
Natural Affinities, and probable Habits of tho Megatherioid Qua- 
drupeds in general, with numerous plates. By Richard 0 wen, F.R. S. , 
&c. &c. John Van Voorst, 1 Paternoster Row, London, 

11. Applications of tho Electric Fluid to tho Useful Arts. By 
Mr Alex. Bain ; with a y indication of his Claim to bo the FirH 
Inventor of the Electro-Magnetic Printing Telegraph, and also of 
the Electro-Magnetic Clock. By Joh^n Finlaison, Esq., Actuary of 
the National Debt Office, and Government Calculator. 8vo, pp. 
127, with plates. ^ London, Chapman lind Hall, 186 Strand. 1843. 

12. Principles of Mathematical Geography, comprehending a 
Theoretical and Practical Explanation of tho Construction of Maps, 
with rules for the Formation of the various kinds of Map-Frojec- 
fSotiiT, and an Appendix on Physical Geography. By W. Hughes, 
F.Q.S., Professor of Geography in the College o/ Civil Engineers, 
&c. &c. London, John Wealo. 12mo, pp. 157, with maps, &c. 
dec. This useful volume^ whi^k we recommend to the attention of 
our readers^ we owe to Mr Hughes^ a young gmtleman^ who hes al- 
ready raised himself to eminence as a map^consthictor and geogra- 
pher^ and who promises ere long to oqcupy a prominent position 
among the geographers of our country, 

13. The American Journal of Science and Arts, conducted by 
Professor Silliman*, and Benjamin Siliiman jun., up to July 1843. 
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14. Annalon dor Phytiik und Ghemie, Hevaubgegebeu z\x Bodi|i» 
Von i. 0. Poggendorff, Received up to No, 6, 1843. 

15. A Catalogue of British^ Fossils, comprising all tho Genera 
and Species hitherto described, with referonces to their Geological 
Distribution and to the Localities in which they have been found. 
By .John Morris, London. John •Van Voorst, Paternoster Bow. 
1843. 8vo, pp. 216, with an ample Index. This valuable volume 
ought to find a place in every Geological Library. 

16. The Journal of Agriculture, and the Transactions of the 
Highland and Agricultural Society of Scotland for July 1843. 
Blackwood and Sons, Edinburgh and London 

17. Essai sur Tlnflucnce des Cometes sur les Phenoincnes de la 
Torre. Par Thomas Ignace Marie Forster, M.B., F.L.S. and Ast. 
S. of London, &c. 8vo, pp. 128. Bruges, 1843, 

18. Discours Preliitiinaire sur I’etude de THistoire Naturelle. 
Par T. J. M. Forster, M.B., &c. Bruges, 1843. 

19. Biblioth^quo XJniverselle de Geiifeve, up to* No. 91, July 
1843, inclusive. 


GERMAN WORKS PUBLISHED. 

1. G. Valentins Lehrbuch der Physiologie des Monschen, Gn 
8vo. 1843. 

2. Sars M. Zoologica Norwegica. 1 liv., wit^ 10 coloured folio 
plates. Christiania, Dahl. 1843. 

3. Keilhau’s Gsoa Norwogica. 2 liv., folio. Christiania, Dahl. 

1843. ' 

4. J. C. A. Kraemer Observationes Microscopicsc et Experiment 
de motu Spermatozoorum. Dissertatio inaug. Physiologica. Adjecta 
est Tabula Aonea. Gottingfc, 1843. 

Kraus. L. A. Etymologish-Sfedicinisches Lexicon. Of this 
valuable work a tbjird and much enlarged edition is at proseilt in tho 
press. ♦ 

6* M. P. Erdl, Tafolu zur Vergloichendcn Anatomio des Schadels. 
20 Tafeln mit Erlauterndem .Texte. lAip. fol. Munich, Palm. 
1843. • * ^ 
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Works about to appear. 

?• Atlas der Oranioscopie, oder Abbildungen der Schadel und 
Antlitzformen berUbmter oder sonst MerkwUrd. Personen. .Heft 
1. enth. auf 10 lithog. tafeln die Abbild. der Koplformen: Schil- 
lers, Tallejrands, einos Grbnlanders, einos Cretins, Napoleons, eines- 
alien Skandinaviers, eines KafFern, und eines Bali, so wie Zwei Tafoln 
ubereinander Gezeiebn. Contour^ dicser Kbpfe. roit Deutschem und 
Franz« Text. JFolio. Leipzig. Woichardt, 1843. 

G. Cams; Goethe, seine Individualitat und sein Vcrhaltniss 
zu den'Naturwissenschaften, dai^est. unt : Beifiigung Zivanzig eigen- 
hand. (noch ungedi*.) Briefe Goethes an den Verf. gr. 8. Leipzig, 
Woichhardt. 1843. 

WORKS ABOUT TO APPEAR. 

1. A Periodical under the title “ The London PhysfologicalJour- 
nal, or Monthly Record of Observations on Animal and V egetablo 
Anatomy and Physiology, chiefly made by the aid of the Mici-o- 
scope,” by Mr fe. J. Quekott, F.L.S., assisted by Dr Goodfcllow, is 
about to be published by M. Van Voorst. 

2. Crustacealogical Researches. Part I. By H. D. S. Goods ir, 
Keeper of the Museum of the Royal College of Surgeons in Edin- 
burgh. This first part is tlhe commencement of a series of memoirs 
for-the purpose of illustrating the anatomical structure and natural 
history of the Crustacea. 



( 401 ) 


List of Patents granted for, Scotland from 23d June to *; 

September 1 ^ 3 . 

1. To William Newton^ of the Office for Patents^ 66 Chancery 
Lnne^ in the county of Middlesex^ civil engineer^ being a communication 
from abroad, certain improvements in the preparation of paper designed 
for bank notes. Government documents, bills, cheques, deeds, aud^other 
purposes, wherein protection and safety from forgeries or counterfeits 
are required.” — 23d Juno 1843. 

2. To William Needham, of Birmingham, in the county of War- 
wick, gunsmith, improvements in fire-arms.”- 4th July 1843. 

3. To KoBEnT Smaht, of Commercial Road, in the parish of Saint 
Mary RadcliiF, in the city of Bristol, ship-owner, “ improvements in 
paddle Wheels.*' — 4tli July 1843. 

4. To LukeTIebeut, of Dover, in the county of Kent, civil engineer, 

certain improvements in mills or machines for the grinding and dress- 
ing, or reducing and separating, gniin and other substances.** — 13th 
July 1843. 

5 . To James John Greeb, of Woolwich, in the county of Kent, sur- 
geon, improvements in apparatus for securing orfixing standing rigging, 
and chains, and other tackle.^’ — 14th July 1643. 

6. To Alonzo Grandison Hull, of Cliflbrd Street, in the county of 

Middlesex, Doctor of Medicine, improveffients in electrical apparatus 
for medical purposes, and in the application thereof to the same pur- 
poses.** — ^15th July 1843. • 

7. To Joseph Daniel Davidge, of Greville Street, Jlatton Garden, 
in the parish of Saint Andrew* Holborn, and counl^ of Middlesex, ma- 
diinist, ^‘improvements in manufacturing certain materials as substi- 
tutes for whalebone, applicable to various useful purposes, and in the 
machinery for effecting the same.*' — l7th July 1843. 

8. To George Parsons, of West Lambrook, in tlfc county of Somer- 
set, gentleman, and Richard CLYBURNof Uicy, in the county of 
coster, engineer, certaiiymprovements in machinery for beating, cleans- 
ing, and crushing various animal and vegetable materials or substances.**-^ 
liSth July 1843. 

g. To Sir John Scott Lillie, of Glielsea, in the county of Middlesex, 
Knight and Companion of the Most Honourable Order of the Bath, cer- 
tain improvements in roads.**— 19th July 18^3. 

To Richard Laming of Radley's Hotel, New Bridge Street, 
Blackfriars, iu the city of London, gentleman, certain improvements in 
the purification and applicatioif of ammonia to obtain, certain chemical 
products.** — 19th July 1843? * 

11. To Jam£6 Lancaster Lucena, of No. 4 Garden Court, Middle 
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Temple, London^ barrister-at-law, of an extension of live years from 3d 
Au^st next, of a patent granted to Eluaii Galloway, of King Street, 
in the borough of Southwark, engineer, for improvements in steam-en- 
gines, and in machinorj' for propelling vessels,'' which improvements are 
applicable to other purposes.” — ^20th July 1843. 

12. To JoHir Ghorqis Bodmeu, of Manchester, in the county of Lan- 
caster, engineer, ‘‘ certain iin^rovefnents in locomotive engines and car- 
riages, to be usQd upon railways, in marine-engines and vessels, and in 
the apparatus for propelling the same, and also in stationary engines, 
and in apparatus to be connected therewith, for pumping water, raising 
bodies, and for blowing or exhausting air.” — ^2l8t July 1S43. 

13. To Thomas Oldham, of Manchester, in the county of Lancaster, 
manufacturer, a certain improved mode of manufacturing bonnets and 
hats.” — 24th July 1643. 

14. To George Parsons, of West Lambrook, near South Pethertoii, 

in the county of Somerset, gentleman, “a portable roof for various agri- 
cultural and for other purposes." — ^26th July 1843. « 

15. To Samuel Ellis, of Salford, Manchester, in the county Palatine 
of Lancaster, engineer, certain improvements in weighing machines, 
and in turn-tables to he used on or in connection witli railways, and in 
weighing machines to be used in other situations.” — 3d August 1843. 

16. To Charlton Jakes Wollaston, of Welling, in the county of 
Kent, gentleman, being a communication from abroad, improvements 
in machinery for cutting marble and stono." — 3d August 1843. 

17. To Ernst Lentz, of Bastcheap, in the city of London, gentleman, 

being a communication from abroad, improvements in machinery for 
raising and forcing water and otlier flqids, which machinery, when 
worked by steam or water, may be employed for driving machinery.” — 
3d August 1843. ( r 

18. To Edmund Morewood, of Thorabridge, in the county of Derby, 

inerchaut, and George Rogers of Chelsea, in the county of Middlesex, 
gentleman, improved processes for coating metals.” — 8tb August 
1S43. ’• 


Hrtk To Francis Roubilliac Oonder, of Highgate, in the county of 
Middlesex, civil engineer, being a communication from abroad, im- 
provements in the cutting and shaping of woo^, and in tho machinery 
for tlpit purpose.” — 9th August 1843. ^ 

20. To Thomas Earl of Duedonald, of Regent's Pork, in the 
county of Middlesex, "improvements in the rotatory or revolving en - 
gines, and in apparatus coni:)6Gted with steam-engines, and in propelUiig 
vessels.” — 10th August 1843. 

21. To Samuel Eccles, of Hulme, in the county of Lancaster, 

machinist, "and Matthew (Ajrtis, of Cfcorltoii-iipon-Medlock, in the 
said countj, machinist, " certain improvcnicH^s in looms for weaving.” — 
10th August 1843. * 
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22. To Fenkell A*llmAn, of 9 Salisbiiry Street, in the county of 
MiddleBex, surveyor, certain improvements in apparatus for the pro- 
duction and diffusion of light.” — 14:th August 1843. 

23. To William Bat9:s, of Leicester, fuller and dresser, improve- 

ments in the dressing and getting up of hosiery goods and other looped 
fabrics made from merino, lamb’s wool, worsted, cotton, silk, and other 
yarns.” — 16th August 1843. • 

24. To John Laird, of Birkenhead, in the county gf Chester, ship- 

builder, improvements in the construction of steam and other jrepsels.” 
— 16th August 1843. • 

2.5. To Gregort Seale Walters, of Coleman Street, in the City of 
London, merchant, being a communication from abroad, improvements 
in the manufacture of chlorine and chlorides, an^^ in obtaining the oxides 
and peroxides of manganese in the residuary liquids of such manufac- 
ture.” — 16th August 1843. 

26. To John Barnes, of Church, in the county of Lancaster, manu- 
facturing chemist, and JoiiN Mercer, of Oakenshaw, in the county of 
Lancaster, calico-printer, certain improvements in the manufacture of 
articles used in printing and dying cotton, silk, woollen, and other fab- 
rics,” — 19th August 1843. 

27. To John Burns Smith, late of Salford, in the county Palatine of 
Lancaster, but now of Stockport, in the county of Cliester, cotton- 
spinner, certain improvements in machinery, for preparing, carding, 
roving, and spinning cotton and other fibrous substances,” — ^21st August 

im • 

28. To James Overend, of Liverpool, in the county of Lancaster, 

gentleman, being a communication from abroad, ^^improvements in 
printing fabrics with metallic matters, and in finishing silk and other 
fabrics.” — 22d August 1843. , % 

29. To John Wood, of Porkfield, Birkenhead, in the county of Ches- 
ter, merchant, certain improvements in machinery or apparatus for af- 
fording additional or artificial buoyancy to sea going and other vessels, 
or for lessening their draught of water, and which €aid improvements 
are also ai)plicablc to raising vessels or other heavy bodies, and foj;. 
curing or supporting the same.” — 2Sd August 1843. 

30. To WiLLii?M WyIam, of the borough and county* of Newcastle- 
Upon-Tync, merchant, being a communication from abroad, “an 

cial composition, which, variously moilfied, may be apjilied in preparing 
fuel[«from coal .-ind other substances, or as a cement, or as a substitiito 
for stone, or as a coatiiig’for metals and other substances.” — 28th August 
1843. 

jft. To James Greenshields, of Monteith Bow, Glasgow, gentle- 
man, “ improvements in *the manufacture compositions for covering 
roads, streets, and other ways and surfaces, and in rendering fabrics 
waterproof, to^ be used for covering buildings, bales, package?, and for 
other useful purposes.” — 31 st August 1843. * » 
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32. To Claude Edward Deutsche, of Fricourt's Hotel, St Martin's 
Lane, in the county of Middlesex, gentleman, bein^ a communjcation 
from abroad, ** improvements in combining materials to bo used for ce- 
menting purposes, and for preventing ttie passage of fluids, and also for 
forming or constructing articles from such composition of materials.” 
— ^Slst August 1843. 

33. To William Wilson^ Jodn Stebdholme Brownriog, Jonir 

Cockerel, aiid Sir George Gerard de Hochapicii Larpent, Ba- 
ronet, |ill of Belmont, in the Wandsworth Hoad, in the parish of Lam- 
beth, in the county of Surrey, patent cocoa-nut, candle, and oil manu- 
facturers, and cocou-nut oil merchants, the assignees of James Soames 
junior, of Wheeler Street, Spitt«aldelds, in the county of Middlesex, soap- 
maker, of an extension of three years, from the 17th December next, of 
a patent granted to the said James Soames junior, for “a now pre- 
paration or manufacture of a certain material produced from a vege- 
table substance, and the application thereof, to the purposes of afford- 
ing light and other uses.” — 31st August 1843. * 

34. To Alexander Spears, of Glasgow, merchant, being a communi- 
cation from abroad, improvements on, or appertaining to glass-bottles, 
proper for wines and other liquids.” — ^7th September 1843. 

35. To Fredrick Steiner, of Hyndburn Cottage, near Accrington, 
in the county of Lancaster, turkey-red dyer, being a communication 
from abroad, a new manufacture of certaiu colouring matter, com- 
monly called ' Garancine,’ ” — 7th September 1843. 

36. To William Kenwortuy, of Blackburn, in the county of Lan- 
caster, cotton-spinner, certain improvements in machinery or appa- 
ratus, colled beaming or warping machii^cs.'’ — 13th September 1843. 

37- To Lemuel Wellman Wright, of Wrexham, in the county of 
Denbigh, North Wiles, engineer, certain improvements in machinery 
or apparatus for bleaching various fibrous substances, and is in pos- 
session of improvements in machinery or apparatus for converting or 
manufacturing the same into paper,” being partly of his own invention, 
and partly commAnicated by a foreigner residing abroad. — ^20th Septem- 
Hbes 1843. 
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INDEX. 


Adle, R., Esq., of Liverpool, his account of experiments with thermo- 
and hydro-electrical currents, with an examination of the metals 
exposed to thermo -electrical action, 346. 

Agassiz, Louis, Dr, a period in the history of our planet, 1. 

— Report, by M, E. Desor, of his, Mr Agassiz’, late researches 

on glaciers, 290. 

Ancient sea-levels, lines of, 121. 

Artesian wells considered, by Admiral Sir David Milne, 70. 

Arts, decorative, observations on, by C. II. Wilson, Esq., 259. 

Arts, Royal Scottish Society of, its Proceedings, 377. 

Avanturinc-glass, composition of, by Professor F. Wohler, 313. 

Aurora Borealis, observations on the, in Norway, 384. 

Balfour, Edward, Assistant -Surgeon, H.E.I.C.S., on Uie migratory 
tribes of natives in Central India, 29. 

Barbadocs, observations on its temporalure and hygrometric state, 
by Robert Lawson, Esq., assistant-surgeon 47th regiment, 67. 

Barry, Martin, Dr, on fissip|irous generation, 205. — ^The cells in the 
ovum compared with the corpuscles of tho blood, &c., 320. 

Beaches, raised, observed in^ Scotland, somo aci^unt of, 278. 

Bivalve molluscous animals, considerations regarding their compara- 
tive normal position, by ]\I, Alcide D'Orbigny, 162. 

Buch, Baron von, on tho forms assumed by granite and gneiss at tho 
surface of the earth, 316. # 

Buckley, S. B., A.M., notice of tlyo discovery of a nearly complpt^^ 
skeleton of the Zygodon of Owen, in Alabama, United States, 
America, 77- ^ 

^Carpenter, W, M., Professor, on tjie methods in common uso 5f ob- 
•• taining the mean temperature of places, &c., 63. 

Cavern, freezing; at Orenburg, its phenomena explained by Dr Hope, 
191. • 

Chripeds, their sexes, organs of reproduction, and mode of develop- 
ment considered, l)y H.^D. S. Goo<^|sir, Esq., 88. , 

Coal, theory of its formation ; American and Buropca|i evidence 
compared, 117. 
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Comparative level of lakes and seas, as the Caspian, Lake Aral, 
Black Sea, Red Sea, Mediterranean, Lake Tiberias, Dea^ Sea, 
Atlantic, Pacific, fee., by Baron Humboldt, 323. 

Connell, Arthur, Professor, on the chemical constitution of Philip- 
r site, or lime harmotomo, 374. 

Corals, their distribution as limited by temperature, 340. — ^Aroas of 
subsi<lenco in the Pacific as ftidicated by the distribution of coral 
islands, 341. * 

Dayliglit, continued, within the Arctic Circle, 190. 

Daubeny, Dr, F.R.S., &c., on the quantity of salt in sea-water, as 
determined by the examination of specimens collected in a voy- 
age from Southampton to New York, 65. 

Examination of specimens of sea-water, collected from dif- 
ferent localities, 66. 

Desor, M. E., his report of the researches of M. Agassiz during his 
last two sojourns at the IIotel-dcs-Neuchatelois, upon the lower 
glacier of the Aar, in the years 1841 and 1842, 166, 290. 

Diorama, a portable one, further observations on, described by Mr 
Tait, 53. 

D’Orbigiiy, Alcide, his observations on the comparative normal posi- 
tion of bivalve molluscous animals, 162. — On the paheontology 
of South America, 362, 

Earthquake-shocks, notices of, felt in Great Britain, and especially 
in Scotland, with inferences suggested by these notices as to the 
causes of the shocks, by David Milne, Esq., F.R.S.E., &c., 137. 

Edentata, order of, summary of its extinct and living species, by 
Professor Owen 353. 

* « 

Forbes, James, Professor, attempt to explain the leading phenomena 
of glaciers, 221. 

Generation of the i*olygastric Infusoria, observations on, 185 — fissi- 
parous, observations on, 205. 

Geological Society of London, its chief aim, 135. 

Geology of the island of Little Ross, Kirkcudbrightshire, described 
jl)y Thomas Stevenson, Esq., civil-cngincer, 83, 

Glacier, Lower, of the Aar, described by Desor from Agassiz, 166, 
290.* 

Glaciers, the leading phenomena thereof, explained by Professor 
Forbes, 221., 

, Mr Hopkins on tho cause of their motion, 386. 

, their agency in Irdnspoiliing blocks, 389. 

Glow-wont, the cause of its light, 395. 

Goodsir, It. D. S. Esq., on the sexes, organs of reproduction, and 
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mode of development, of the Cirripods, &c. 88— on thoj genus 
Ootochilus, &c. 336, 

Granite, on the forms it assuiges at the surface of the earth, 316. 

Hamilton, Sir William, Bart., his historical notices in regard to the 
distinction of nerves and nervous filaments into motive and sen- 
sitive ; and in regard to the ^peculiarity of function, and abso- 
lute isolation of the ultimate nervous filaments, ^7* 

Hares, identity of Irish and Alpine, 397. ^ 

Harmotomo (lime), or Philipsite, its chemical constitution considered, 
by Professor Connell, 376. 

Jlematozoary animals in the blood of a dog, 393. 

Hope, D. T„ Esq., on wood-paving, 25'i. 

Hope, J. C., Dr., his attempt to explain the phenomena of the freez- 
ing cavern of Orenburg, 191. 

Hopkins, Mr, on glacier motion, 386. — On erratic blocks, 388. 

Humboldt, Alexander, Baron, on the comparative level of lakes and 
sous, 323. 

Infusoria, polygastric, their mode of generation, 185. 

Johnston, James, Esq,, experiments on the explosive force of oxygen 
and hydrogen gases, ICO. 

Lakes and seas, their levels considered by Baron Humboldt, 323. 

Lawson, Robert, assistant-surgeon 47th^egiment, on the tempera- 
ture and hygromotric state of the atmosphere of the Island of 
Barbadoes, 67. • 

Maclarcn, Charles, Esq,, F.R.S.E., his remark^^on natural terraces 
or raised beaches observed in the course of the river Tay, 
278 . 

Magdalena Bay in Spitzbergon, described, 195, 

Mastodontoid and Mcgalherioid animals, observations on, 129. 

Maxtoii, John, F.R.S.S.A., description of a self-acting stopper^l;* 
■■ ' John, descrlptioji of improved long slide-valve tor condensing 
engines, 36l. 

Mean temperature of places, methods of determining, by Professor 
W. M, Carpenter, 53. 

Mefeorological tables for 1043, 178. 

Milne, Admiral Sir David, on artesian wqjls, 79. 

David, Esq., F.R.S.E., on earthquake shocks, &c,, 137. 

Mitchoirs improved water-meter described, 48. 

Murchison, R. J., Esq.J ubsoavations on Permian system *of rocks. 
Theory of the originiof coal. Lines of ancient sea-lewls. On 
Mastodojitoidal animals ; and on the aim of the Geological So- 
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♦ ciety of London, 116.— On the Permian system in Germany, 
&c., 390. 

Owen, Professor, on the generation of the Polyga-stric Infusoria, 185. 
— On tho living and fossil species of the order Edentata, 363. 

Patents for inventions granted for Scotland, from 23d March to 23d 
June 1843 inclusive, 202,— and from 23d Juno to 23d Sep- 
tember, 401. 

Paving, wood, observations on, by T. D. Hope, Esq., 252. 
Phosphorescence, a now kind, observed among certain Annleides and 
Ophiuridffi, by M. Quatrefages, 104. 

Publications, new, received, 199, 397. 

Quatrefages, M., on a now kind of phosphorescence, 104. 

liaised beaches or natural terraces in the course of tlio Tay described, 

278 . 


Scandinavia, on the rise of its coast, 392. 

Sea- water, the quantity of saline matter contained in it, by Dr Dau- 
beny, 65. 

^ specimens of, from different localities, examined by Dr 
Daubeny, 66. 

Seasons of Domerara and Essequibo, 194. 

Sigillaria, Stigmaria, and Neuropteris, observations on, by Mr King, 
of Newcastle, 372. ^ 

Skin, tho, its structure in tho different races of man, 396. 


Subsidence, areas of, in the Pacific, a&. indicated by tho distribution 
of coral islands, by James D. Dana, Esq., 341. 


Tartar, examination of, 395. 

Tay, river, its natural terraces described, 278. 


Waves of tho se:^, experiments on, with the view of verifying the 
property ascribed to oil of .calming them, 112. 

Wilfion, C. H., Esq., on some of the decorative arts in Germany and 
France, (259. » 

Wohler, F., Professor, on the composition of avanturine-glass, 313. 
V/ ood-paving, observations on, bj D. T. Hope, 262. 
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